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H O’ this Work [eems principally to
enter into the Hiftory of one Man,
namely, The late Captain John Gow
alias Smith, theLeader or Commandey
inthe defperate and bloody Ations
forwhich he bas been Condemn’d 5 yet the Share
which feveral others badin the whole Scene, and
who adtedin Concert with bim, comes [0 neceflarily
20 be Defcrib’d, and takes up fomuch Room in the
Relation, that it may indeed be call’d the Hiflory
of all the late Pirates [o far asthey altedtogether
in thefe wicked Adventures.

NOR does the calling bim (I mean this Gow
or Smith) zheir Captain, denominate him any
thing deeper in the Crime than the reit; for ’tis
eminently known, that among fuch Fellows asthefe,
when once they bave gbandon’d themfelvesto fuch
a dreadful bight of Wickedne[s, thereis [olittle
Government or Subordination among them, that
they are, on Occalion, all Captains,all Leaders. And
tho’ they generally put in this or that Man to al¥
as Commander for this or that Voyage, or Enter-
prife. they frequently remove them again upon the
[fmalleit Occafion, nay, even without any Occafion
at all, but as Humours and Paffions govern at thofe
Times : And this s done [0 often, that I once knew
a Buccaneering Pirate Veflel, whafe Crew were
A 2 1pWards
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upwirds of 70 Men, who, in pne Voyage, bad fa
often changed, fet up, and pull’d down theiy Cap*
tains and other Qfficers, that above Sewen and
Forty of the ShipsCompany bad; at feveral Times,
been in Office of one kind ar otber 5 and among the
reit . they bad, in particular bhad, 13 szpmz'-r;'.f.' #4
- NOW, bowever, it was not [o'here 5 yet it feems,
even in this Ship, Gow bimfelf; tho’ call'd Cap-
tain, had not an abjolute Command 5 and was, at
one time, fo Infulted by Lieut. Williams, becanfe
be declin’d Attacking a French Ship from Marti«
nico, that it wanted but little of Depofing bim at

that Time, and murthering bim too. "
I N this Account therefore, we lhall bave fome
Relation of the Condult of the whole Ships Crew,
as well as of Captain Gow, nor will it (I bope )

smake the Work the lefs Agreeable to the Reader,

but the more 5, by bow much the greater Variety
of Incidents will come in my way to [peak ofc

AS to Gow bimfelf, be was, indeed, a Super-
lative, a Capital Roguc; and bad been [o even
before be came to Embark in this particular Ship.
And be 15 more than ordinarily Remarkable, for
having form'd the like Defisnof going a Firating
when be ferv’d as Boatfwain on Board anEnglith
Merchant Ship, Bound Home from Lisbon toLon-
don, in which be form'd a Party to bave [eiz'd
on the Captain and Officers, and tc yun away
with the Ship : When no doubt, bad e accom-
plil’d bis Work, the [aid Captain and Officers bad
run the [ame Eate as thofe did we are now to
HIERL 0N,
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THIS I amn [o afcertaind of the Truth of,
that the Caprain bimfelf is ready to Avteft it to
whom it was af terwards dzfcavqr’d 5 that be Gow
had made four of the Seamen acquainted with bis
bloody Defign, and had gain’d them over to it -
But not being able to draw in any more, and nor
being firong enough with thefe who be bad f» De-/
bauch’d, they did not make their Attempe.

- THIS, it feems, was not difcover’d to the
Captain, till after the Ship was difcharg’d in the
Port of London, and the Men paid off and dif-
mifs’d 5 when Information being given, the [aid
Captain endeavour'd to have apprebended Gow
and bis Accomplices 5 but baving (as ’twas fup-
posd) gotten fome Notice of the Defign, made off
and [bifted for themfelves as well as they could,
in which it was bis Lot togo over to Holland.

- HEREFE it was, viz. at Amfterdam, that Gow
Jhip’d bimfelf afore the Maft, (as the Seamen call
it ) that is to fay, as a Common Sailor, on Board
anEnglith Ship of 200 Tons Burden, call’d the
George Galley 5 be fbip’d bimfelf at firft, as I
have faid, efire the Maft y but afterwards, which
added to the great Misfortune, appearing to be an
active skilful Sailor be obtain’d the Favour of
being made Second Mate 5 the Ship was Come
manded by one Oliver Ferneau, z Frenchman,
but a Subjeit of Great Britain, being of the
Ifland of Guernfey, zo which alfo did the Ship
belong, but was then in the Service of the Mey-
chants of Amfterdam. £ Bt

CAP-
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CAPT AIN Ferneau being @ Man of Repu-
tation among the Merchants at Awmfterdam, got
a Voyage for bis Ship from thence to SantaCruz,
on the Coaft of Barbary, to Load Bees Wax, and
to carry it to Genoa, which was bis delivering
Port 3 and as the Dutch baving War with the
Turks of Algier, were willing to employ bim' as
an Englith Ship, [0 be was as willing to be
Manr’d with Englith Seamen - and accordingly
among the rveft, be unbappily took on Board this
Gow with bis wretched Gang, fuch as Maccauly,
Melvin, Williams, and others , but not
being able to Man themfelves wholly with Englifh
or Scots, they were oblig’d to take (yme Swedes,
and other Seamen to make up bis Compliment,
which was 23 in all 5 among the latter Sort, one
was nam’d Winter, and another Peterfon, both
of them Swedes by Nation, but as wicked too as
Gow and his other Fellows were.

THEDY Sail’d from the Texel in the Month
of Augufl, 1724, and arriv’d at Santa Cruz on
the 2d of Septemper following, where baving «
Super Cargo on Board who took Charge of the
Loading and foar Chefls of Money to Purchafe i,
they [som got the Bees Wax on Board, and on
the 3d of November they appointed to fet Sail
to purfuethe Voyage.

THUS much feens bowever proper to figni-
£y to the World, before they enter into the refl of |
‘Gow’s Story, becaufe ’tis evident from hbence,
that the late barbavous and inbuman Airn. mas
not the Effect of a futdden Fury rais’din the Minds

[ Jp
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of the whole Company, by the il U fage they bad
receiv’d from Captain Ferneau, in the Matter of
their Provifions, or from their baving over-hbeard
the [zid ¥erneau threaten them when be fpoke to
the Mate, upon the Quuiter Deck, to get [malk
Arms into the great Cabbin, which they might
Juppofe was in order to [eize en them, and bring
zhem to Correitiony and [0, in their Heat of Blood,
might run them up te [uch 2 bighth of Rage as
zo commit the Murthers which they did not intena
before.

BUT ’tis evident, thatthis Gow, in particular,
whatever the reft might bave done, bad entertain’d
this bloody Refolution in General, (I mean of turn-
ing Pirate) long beforethisVoyage 3 be bad endea-
vourd to put it in Practice, at leaft once before,
namely, In the Ship (mentioned above ) Bouna
from Lisbon for London, and had only fail'd
for want of being able to bring over a fufficiens
Gang of Kogues to bis Party 3 whether be bad
not had the [ame Defign in bis Head long before,
that we do not know 3 but it [eems be bad nog
been able to bring it to pafs till now, when find-
ing fome little Difcontent among the Men, on ac-
count of their Provifions, be was made the De-
vil’s Inflrument to run up thofe Difcontents to
Juch a dreadful bight of Fury and Rage, as wa
fhall find they did.

AN D this juflly intitles Gow to the Charge
of being the Principal, as well Author as Agent
i the Tragedy that follow'd : Nor does it at z}ll

lake
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take off the Charge, that Winter and Peterfon
began  the mutimous Language towards the
Captain, 50 ARSI

T H E Defign muit certainly bave been laid n-
mong them before\y bow elfe fhould [0 many of
them (o eafily. form fuch @ wicked Scheme in
zhe few Minutes they bad to talk together 2 '\

G OW therefore s, I fay, juftly charg’d as
Author of all the wicked Conclufions among them,
and as baving form'd a Refolution, in bis own
Mind, to turn Pirate the firfl Time be bad an
Opportunity, whatever Ship, or whatever Voyage
be went upone * B30 "
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ACCOUNT ¢

S HE following Account being chiefly
%\4  confin’d to the Conduct of this outra<
B2 gious Pirate, Captain Gowe, after his
' having -a&ually-turn’d Pirate, in this
particular Ship the George Galley, we
- muft’content ourfelves with beginning
where he began, that is to fay, when they feiz’d
the Captain, murdered him and his Men, and run
away with the Ship, on the Coait of Barbary, n
the Mediterrancan Sea. -

AT was the 3d of November, Anno 1724, when,
as has been obferv’d, the Ship having lain two
Months in the Read at Samte Craz, taking in her
Lading, the Captain made Preparations to put to
~ Sea, and the ufual Signals for Sailing having been

iven, fome of the Merchants from on Shore, who
ﬁad been concern’d in furnithing the Cargoe, came
on Board in the Forenoon, to take their Leaveof
the Captain, and wifh him a ‘good Voyage, as 18
ufual on fuch Occafions,

WHETHER it was concerted by the whole
Gang before-hand we know not, but while the
Captain was treating and entertaining the Mer-
B chants
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chants under the Awning upon the Quarter-Deck..
as is the Cuftom in thofe hot Countries, three of
the Seamen, (viz.) Winter and Peter [on, two Swedes,’
and - Maccanly s Scotchman, came rudely upon the
Quarter-Deck, and as if they took that Oppertunity
becaufe the Merchants were prefent, believing the .
Captain would not ufe any Violence with them, in,
the prefence of the Merchants, they made a long
Complaint of their i1l Ufage, and particularly of
their Provilions and Allowance (as they {aid) being
not fufficient, nor fuch as was ordinarily made in
otherMerchant Ships;{eeming to load the Captain,
Mondieur Fernean, with being .the Occafion of it,
'and that he did it for his private Gain which
however had not Leen true if the Fa& had been
true, ‘the Overplus of Provifions (if the Stores had
“beén more than {uflicient) belonging to the Owners,
not to the Captain, at the end of the Voyage;
there being alfo a Steward on Board to take the

Account. A2 '
IN their making this Complaint, they feem’d
to dire& their Speech to the Merchants, as well as
to the Captain, as if they had been concern’d in
the Ship (which they were not) or, as if’defiring
them to intercede for them with the Captain, ‘that
they might have Redrefs, and might have a better

Allowance. - - ¢
T H E Captain was highly provok’d: at this
Rudenefs, as indeed he had reafon 4 it being a dou-
ble Affront to him, as it was done in the view of
the Merchants who were come on Board to him, and
to do him an Honour at Parting 3 however, he: re-
firain’d his Paflion, and gave them not the leaft
angry Word, only, that if they were agsriew'd
they had no more to do, but to have let him known
it, that if they were ill ufed it was not by his
Order, that he would enquire into it, and that if
any thing was amifs it fhould be tetify’d 5 with
whach
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which the Seamen withdrew, feeming well fAtisfied
with his Anfwer. : PIL . X

“ABOUT five the fame Evening they unmoor’d
the Ship, and hove fhort upon their beft.bewer
Anchor, expelting the Land Breeze, as 1s ufual on
that Coaft, to carry them out to Sea; but inftead
of that, it fell ftark Calm, and the Captain fearing
the Ship fhould fzll foul of her own Anchor, or-
dered the Mizen-top Sail to be furl’d.

« PETERSO N, one of the malecontent Seamen,
being the neareft Man at hand, {feem’d to go
about it, but mov’d {o carelefsly, and heavily, that
it appear’d plainly he'did not care whether it
was done or no; and particularly, as if hehad a
mind the Captain fhould fee it, and take Notice of
it ; and the Captain did fo, for perceiving how
awkardly he went about it, he {poke a little tartly
to him, and ask’d him what was the reafon he did
not ftir a little, and furl the Sail, ¥

PETERSON, as if he had waited for the

Queftion, anfwered in a furly Tone, and with a
kind of Dildain, So as we Eat [o fhall we Work : This
he {poke aloud fo as that he might be {ure the Cap-
- tain fhould hear him, and the reft of the Men alfo;
and ‘twas evident, that as he {poke in the plural
Number #e, {o he fpoke their Minds as well as his
Own, and Words which they had all agreed to
before. |

THE Captain however, tho’ he heard plain
enough what he faid, took not the leaft Notice of
it, or gave him the leaft room to believe he had
heard him, being not willing to:besgin a Quarrel
with the Men, and kuowing that if he took any
Notice at all cf 1t, he muft refent it and puniih
1t too, ¥

SOON after thisthe Calm went off,and theLand-
Breeze {prung up, as is ufual on that Coaft, and
they immedjately weigh’d and ftood off to Sea 5 but

B 2 tize
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tHe Captain having had thofe two Ruifles with his
Men, juft at their putting to Sea, was very uneafy
in his Mind, as indeed he had reafon to bej and the
fame ‘Evening, foon after they were under Sail,
the Mate being walking on the Quarter-Deck, he
went, and, taking two or three Turns with him,
told him how he had been us’d by the Men, par-
ticularly how they affronted him before the Mer-
chants, and what an Anfwer Peterfon had given
him on the Quarter-Deck, when he ordered him to
furl the Mizen-top Sail.

THE Mate was furpriz’d at the Thing as well
as the Captain, and after fome other Difcourfe
about it, Zn which *twas their Unbappine[s not to be fo.

vy private as they ought to bave been in a Cafeof fuch

fmportance, the Captain told him, he thought it
was abfolutely neceflary to have a Quantity of
finall Arms brought immediately into the great
Cabbin, not only to defend themftlves if there
¥hould be occafion, but alfo that he might be in a
Pofture to corre& thofe Fellows for their Infolence,
efpecially if he fhould meet with any more of it:
The Mate agreed that it was neceffary to be done,
and had they faid no more, and faid this more
privately all had been well, and the wicked Defign
had been much more difficult, if not the execution
of 1t effeCtually prevented.

BUT two Miftakes in this Part was the ruin
of them all. ¢1.) That theCaptain {poke it without
due Caution, {o that ¥inter and Peterfon, the two
principal Malecontents, and who were exprefsly
mentioned by the Captain to be corrected, over-
heard it, and knew by that Means what they had
to expett, 1f they did not immediately beftir
themielves to prevent 1t. (2.) The other Miftake
wasg, that when the Captain and Mate agreed that
1t was neceflary to have the Arms got ready and
brought into the great Cabbin, the Captain unhap-

pily
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pily bad him go immediately to Gow, the fecond
Mate and Guaner, and give him Orders to
get the Arms cleared and loaded for him,
and {o to bring them up to the great Cabbin;
which was, in fhort, to tell the Confpirators /
that the Captain was preparing to be too ftrong
for them if they did not fall to work with him
immediately. : - '
WINTER and Peterfon went immediately For-
ward, where they knew the reft of .the Mutineers
were, and to whom they communicated what they
had heard; telling them that it was time to provide
tor their own Safety, for otherwife their Deftru&tion
was refolv’d on, and the Captain would {oon be in
fuch a Pofture that there would be no meddling
with him.
WHILE they were thus confulting at firft, as
they faid, only for their own Safety, Gow and
¥illiams came in to them, with fome others to the
Number of eights and no fooner were they join’d
by thefe twe, but they fell downright to the Point,
which Gow had fo long form'd in his own Mind,
(viz.) to {eize upon the Captain and Mate, and zll
thofe that they could not bring to joyn with them 5 .
in Thort, to throw them into the Sea, and o go uposn.
the Account. ‘ _
ALL thofe who are acquainted with the Sez
Language, know the Meaning of that Exprefiion,
and that it 1s in few Words, to 7zun away with the/
Ship and turn Pirates. ' ‘
VILLANOUS Defigusare fooneft concluded
as they had but little Time to confult upon what
Meafures they fhould take, fo a very little Conful-
tation ferv’d for what wag before them, and they
came to this {hort but hellifh Refolution, (viz.)
That they would immediately, that very Night,
murther the Captain, and. fuch others as they
- pam’d,
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nam’d, and afterwards proceed with the Ship as
they thould fee Caufe. |
A N D here it 1s to be abferv’d, that tho’ Winter
and Peterfon were in-the firft Propofal, namely, to
prevent their .being brought to Correftion by the
Captain, yet Gow and Williams were the principal
Advifers 1 the bloody Part, which however the
reft-fuon came into 5 for, as I faid before, as they
had but little Time to refolve in, fo they had but
very little Debate about it : But what was firft
propos’d,was forthwith engag’d 1n and confented to.
BESIDES, it muft not be omitted, that as I have
faid, upon good Grounds, that Gow had alwayshad
the wicked Game of Pirating in his' Head, and that
He had attempted it, or rather try’d to attempt it
before,-but was not able to bring it to pafs : So he
had, and Williams alfo had {everal times, even in
this very Voyage, dropt {ome Hints of this vile De-
{fign, as they thought there was Room for it ; and
touch’d two or three Times at what a noble Opper-
tunity they had of Enriching them{elves, and ma-
king their Fortunes,.as they wickedly call’d it:
This was when they had the four Chefts of Money
on Board: and Williams made it a kind of a Jeft
in his Difcourfe, how eafily they might carry it off,
hip and all: Buat as they did not find themfelves
Seconded, or that any of the Men fhewed them-
felves in Fayour of fuch a Thing, but rather fpoke
of it with Abhorrence, they pafs’d it over as a
kind of Diftourfe that had nothing at all 1nit;
except that one of the Men, (viz.) the Surgeon,
took them up thort once, for {0 much as mentio-
ning fuch a Thing; told them the Thought was
Criminal, and it ought not to be {fpoken of “among
them.. Which Reproof ’twas fuppos'd coft him
his Life afterwards.
A S Gow and his Comrade had thus ftarted the
Thing at a Diftance before, tho’ 1t was then x{:{ie’ho;t
Succefs,
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Succefs, yet they had the lefs to do now, when o3
ther Difcontents had rais’d a fecret Fire in 'the
Breafts of the Men; for now being, as it were, Mad .
and Defperate, with Apprehenfions of their being to |
be feverely Punifh’d by the Captain, they wanted |
no Perfwafions to come into the moft wicked Un-
dertaking that the Devil, or any of his Agents,
cou’d propofe to them. Nor do we find, that npon
any of their Examinations, they pretended to have
made any Scruples of, or Objections againft the
Cruclty of the bloody Attempt that was to be
made, but came into it at once, and refolved to
put it in Execution immediately, that isto fay, the
very fame Evening. TN
IT was the Captain’s conftant Cuftom to call alt
the Ships Company every Night, 'at Eight a-Clock,
into. the Great Cabbin to Prayers; and then-the
Watch being fet, one Watch went upon Deck, and
the other turn’d in, (as the Seamen call.it) that is,
went te their Hammocks to Sleep: And here” they
concerted their devilith Plot. It was the Turn of
five of the Confpirators to go to Eleep, and of thefe,
Gow and Williams were two s the three, who were
- to be upon the Deck, were Winter, Rolfon, ‘and

Melvin a Scotchman. : : i
_THE Perfons they had immediately defign’d
for Deftruction, were four, (viz.) the Captain, the
Mate, the Super Cargo, and the Surgeon, whereof
all, but the Captain, were gone to Sleep 3 the Cap-

_tain himfelf being upon the Quarter-deck.

 BETWEEN Nine and Ten at Night, all being
quiet and {fecure, and the poor Gentlemen, that
were to be Murther’d, faft afleep, the Villains, that
were below, gave the Watch-Word, which was, who
Fires next ¢ at which they 'all got out of their
Hzammocks, with as little Noife as they could, and
going, in the Dark, to the Hammocks of the Chief
¥ate, Super Cargo, and Surgzon, they cut all their
Throatg
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Throats s the Surgzon’s Throat was cut fo effeCtually;
that he could ftruggle very little with them, but
Jeaping out of his Hammock, ran up to get upon
the Deck, holding his Hand upon his Throat, but
Ttumbled at the Tiller, and falling down, had no
Breath, and confequently no Strength, to raife hims
{elf, but dyed where he lay. o
.. THE Mate, whofe Throat was cut, but not his
~Windpipe, had ftrugled fo Vigoroufly with theVil=
Jain, that attempted him, that he got from him, and
got into the Hold ; and the -Super Cargo, in the
fame Condition, got forwards between Decks, un-
der fome Deals, and both of them begg’d, with the
moft moving Cries and Intreaties, for their Lives's
and when nothing could prevail, they beg’d, with
the {ame Earneftnefs, but for a few Moments to
Pray to God, and Recommend their Souls to his
Mercy ; but alike, in Vain, for the wretched Mur-
therers, heated with Blood, were pafs’d all Pitty
and not being able to come at them with their
- Xnives, with which they had begun the Execution,
they fhot them with their Piftols, Firing feveral
¢imes upon each of them, till they found they were
quite dead. | |
A S 2all this, before the Firings, could not' be
done without fome Noife, the Captain, who was
walking alone upon the Quarter-Deck, call’d out,
and ask’d, what was the Matter 2 The Boat{fwain,
who fat on the After Bits, and was not of the Party,
anfwer’d, He could not tell ; but was afraid there
was {fome Body Over-board ; upon which the Cap-
tain ftep’d towards the Ships Side, to look over,
when Winter, Rowlinfon and Melvin, coming that
Moment behind him, lay’d Hands on him, and lift-
ing him up, at once attempted to throw him Over-
board into the Sea; but he bheing a nimble, {trong
Man, got hold of the Shrouds, and firugled 40 hard
with them, that they ‘could not break his Hold 5 but
turning
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turning his Head, to look behind him, to {ee who |
he had to deal with, one of them cut his Throat
with a broad Dutch Knife ; but neither was that
Wound Mortal : And the Captain ftill firugled with
them, tho’ feeing he fhould undoubtedly be Mur-
ther’d, he conftantly cry’d out to God for Mercy,
for he found there was no Mercy to be expected
from them: During this Struggle, another of the
Murthers ftab’d him with a Knife in the Back, and
that with fuch Force, that the Villain could not
draw the Knife out again to repeat his Blow, which
he would otherwife have done, |

A T this Moment Gow came up from the Butche=
ry he had been at between Decks, and feeing the
Captain ftill alive, he went clofe up tohim, and
fhot him (as he confefs’d) with a Brace of Bullets,

WHAT Part he fthot him into, could not be
known ; tho’ they {aid that he fhot him into the

ead ; however he had yet Life enough, tho’ they
threw him Over-board, to take hold of a Rope,
and would f{till have faved himfelf, bnt they cut
that Rope, and then he fell into the Sea, and was
feen no more. Thus they finifhed the Trage-
dy, having murther’d four of the principal Men
of Command in the Ship, {0 that there was now
no Body to Oppole them 3 for Gow being Second
Mate and Gunner 3 the Command fell to him of
Courfe, and the reft of the Men having no Arms rea-
dy, nor knowing how to get at any, were in the uts
moft Confternation, expefting they would goon
with the Work, and cut all their Throats.

IN this Fright, every one fhifted for himfelf g
as for thofe who were upon Deck, fome got vp
into the Round Tops, otiers got into the Shijs
Head, refolving to throw themiclves into the Sez]
rather than to be mangled with Knives, and mu. -
ther’ in Cold Blood, as the Captain and Mate]
&'¢c. had been; Thofe who were below, not

C Kknowing
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knowing what to do, or whofe Turn it fhould be
next, lay {till in their Hammocks, expefting Death
every Moment 3 and not daring to ftir, leaft the
Villains {hould think they did it in order to make
Refiftance, which however they were no way ca-
pable of doing, having no Concert one with ano-
ther, nor knowing any Thing in Particular of one
another, as who was Alive or who was Dead ;
whereas had the Captain, who was himielf a bold
and ftout Man, been in his Great Cabbin with
three or four Men with him, and his Fire-Arms, as
he intended to have had, thofc eight Fellows had
never been Able to have done their Work ; but e-
very Man was taken Unprovided, and in the ut-
anoft Surprife, {o that the Murtherers met with no
Refiflance : And as for thofe that were left, they
were lefs Able to make Refiftance than the other
1o that, as I have faid, they were in the ntmoft
Terror and Amazement, expelting every Minute
£0 be Murthered as the reft had been.

BUT the Villains had done: The Perfons who
had anyCommand,wereDifpatch’d ; {o they Cool’d a
little as to Blood. The firft'Thing they did afterward,
was to callup all the Eight nupon the Quarter-Deck,
where they Congratulated one another, and fhook
Hands together engazing to proceed, by unanimous
Confent, in theirrefolved Defign, that is to fay, of
" turning Pirates ; in Order to which, they with a
Nem, Con. chofe Gow to Command the Ship, promi-
fing all Subjection and Obedience to his Orders :
(fo that now we muft call him Captain Gow) and

he, by the fame Confent of the reft, named #il-
" liams to be his Lieutenant. Other Oflicers they
appointed afterwards.

THE firft Order they Iffied, was to let all
the reft of the Men know, That if they continu-
ed Quiet, and offer’d not to Meddle with any of
their Affairs, they fhould receive no Hurt: But
| firicily
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fri&tly forbid any Man among thent tq fet 2 Foot
Abaft the Main-maft, except they were call’d to
the Helm, upon Pain of being immediately Cutin
Pieces 3 keeping, for that Purpofe, one Man at the
Steerage-door, and oneupon the Quarter-deck, with
drawn Cutlafhes in their Hands ; but there was no
need for it, for the Men were {o terrified with the

bloody Doings they had {een, that they never offer’d
" to come in fight till they were call’d.

THEIR next Work was to throw the three
dead Bodies, of the Mate, the Surgeon, and the Su-
per Cargo, over Board, which, they faid, lay in their
Way, and that was foon done, their Pockets being
firft fearch’d and rifled ; From thence they went
to work with the Great Cabbin, and with all the
Lockers, Chefts, Boxes, and Trunks 3 Thele
they Broke open and Rifled, that is, fuch of them
as belong’d to the murthered Perfons; and whatever
they found there, they fhar’d among themfelves :
When they had done this, they call’d for Li-
quor, and {at down to Drinking till Morning, lea-
ving the Men (as above) to keep Guard, and parti-
cularly to guard the Arms, but Relieved them from
Time to Time, asthey {aw Occafion,

BY this Time they had drawn in four more of
the Men to approve of what they had done, and
promife to Joyn with them, {0 that now they
were twelve in Number, and being but 24 at firft,
whereof four were Murthered, they had but eight
Men to be Apprehenfive cf, and thofe they conid
eafily look after ; {o the next Day they fent for
them all to appear before their newCaptain ; where
they were told by Gow,what his Refolution was, wviz.
to go a Cruifing,or to go upon the Account,(as above)
that if they were willing toJoyn with them,and go
anto their Meafures, they fhould be well ufed, and
there fhould be no Diftintion among them, but
ahey {hould all fare alike ; that they had been for-

C 2 ced
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ced by the barbarous Ufage of Ferneau to do what
they had done, but that now there was no lecking
back 3 and therefore as they had not been concern’d
an what was pafe, ¢ney had nothing to do but to a&
in Concert, do their Duty as Sailors, and obey Or-
ders for the good of the Ship, and no Harm f{hould
be done to any of them.

A S they all look’d like condemn’d Prifoners
brought up to the Bar to receive Sentence of Death,
{o they all anfwer’d by a profound Silence; not
one Word being faid by any of them, which Gow
took, as they meant it, (viz.) for a Confent, be-
caufe they durft not refufe ; fo they were then
permitted to go up and down every where as
they uled to do. Tho’ {fuch of them as fometimes
afterward fhewed any Reluétance to act as Princi-
pals, were never Trufted, always Sufpetted, and
often {everely Beaten, and fome of them were ma=-
ny waysinhumanly Treated, and that particularly
by Willigms, the Lieutenant, who was, in his Na=-
ture, a mercilefs, cruel, and inexorable Wretch,
. as we fhall have occafion to take Notice of agamn
t In 1ts Place. :
‘. THEY were now in a new Circumftance of
Life, and a&ing upon adifferent Stage of Bufinefs,
tho’ upon the fame Stage as to the Element, the
Water; before, they were a Merchant Ship, loaden,
upon a good Account, with Merchants Goods from
the Coaft of Barbary, and bound to the Coaft of
ftaly . But they were now a Crew of Pirates, or
as they call them in the Levant, Corfaires, Bound
no where, but to look out for Purchafe and Spoil
wherever they could find it. | -

I N perfuit of this wicked Trade, they firft
chang’d the Name of the Ship, which was before
call'd the George Gally, and which they call
now the Revenge, a Name indeed fuitable to the
bloody Steps they had taken: Inthe mext place,

they
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they made the beft of the Ships Forces: The Ship
had but twelve Guns mounted when they came out
of Holland 3 butas they had {ix more good Guns in
the Hold, with Carriages and every Thing proper
for Service, which they had in Store, becaufe be-
ing Freighted for the Dutch Merchants, and the
Algerines being at War with the Dutch, they fup-
pos’d they might want them for Defence: Now
they took care to Mount them for a much worfe
Defign ; o that now they had 18 Guns, tho” too
many for the number of Hands they had on Board.

IN the third Place, inftead of perfuing their
Voyage to Genca with the Ships Cargo, they took
a clear contrary Courfe, and refolv’'d to Station
themfelves upon the Coafts of Spain and Portugal,
and to Cruife upon all Nations; but what they
chiefly aim’d at, was a Ship with Wine, if poflible,
for that they wanted Extreamly.

THE firft Prize they tock was an Engli/h Sloop,
belonging to Pool, Thomas Wiz, Commander, bound
from Newfoundland with Fith, for Cadiz : This was
a Prize of no Value to them, for they knew not
what to do with the Fith ; {0 they took out the Ma-
fter, Mr. #ife, and his Men, who were but Fivein
Number, with their Anchors, and Cables, and Sails,
and what elfe they found worth taking out, and
funk the Vefiel. i

N.B. Here it is to be obferv’d, they found a Man
wery fit for their Turn, one James Belvin s be was
Boat[waix of the Sloop,a fout, brisk Fellow, and a very
good Sailor 5 but otherways wicked enough to fuit with
thetr Occafion, and as [von as he came,among them,
be difcover’d it 5 for tho’ he was not in the firff
bloody Contrivance, nor in the terrible Execution of
which I have given a Relation, that is to [ay, he was
not guilty of running away’with the Ship, George
Gally, nor of murthering the four Innocent Men,

which
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which we have given an Account of above ; ye#
*tis Evident he joyn’d Heartily in all the Villanies
which follow’d. And indeed this Man’s Fateis a
juft and needful Caution to all thofe Sailors, who
being taken in other Ships by the Pirates, think
that is a fufficient Plea for them to at as real Pi-
rates afterwarde; and that the Plea, or Pretence of be-
ing Forced, will be a {ufficient Prote&ion to them,
however Guilty they may have been afterward,
and however Volunteir they may have Alted when
they come among the Pirates.

DOUBTLESS ’tis poflible for 2 Man to prove a
hearty Rogue after heis forced into the Service of
the Pirates, however Honeft he was before, and
however Undefignedly or againft his Confent he
at firft came among them : Therefore thofe who ex-
pect to be Acquitted in a Court of Juftice afterward,
on Pretence of their being at firlt Forced into the
Company of Rogues, muft take care not to at any
thing in Concert with them, while they are Em-
bark’d together, but what they really cannot Avoid,
and are apparently under a Conftraint in the doing.

BUT this Man, “twas plain, aced a quite dif-
ferent Part ; for after he took on with them, he
took all Occafions to engage their Confidence, and
to convince them that he was Hearty in bis Joyning
them. In a Word, he was the moft a&ive and vi-
gorous Fellow of any that were, as it may be faid,
forced into their Service 3 for many of the other,
tho’ they a&ted with them, and were apparently
Aflifting, yet there was always a kind of Back-
wardnefs and Difguft at the Villainy, for which
they wereoften maltreated,and always fufpected by,
their Mafters. |

THE next Prize they took was a Scotch Veficl,
bound from Glaffgow, with Herrings and Salmon,
from thenze to Genoa, and Commanded by one Mr.
Fohxr Somerville, of Port Patricky ~this Vellel was

likewife
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likewife of little Value to them, except that "thed

took cut, as they had done from the other, their
Arms, Ammunition, Cloths, Provifions, Sails, An-
chors, Cables, &'c. and every Thing of Value, and
therefore they funk her too, as they had done the
Sloop. The Reafon they gave for finking thefe
two Veflels was, to prevent their being Difcover’d 3
for as they were now Cruifing on the Coaft of Por-
tugal, had they let the Ships have gone with feve-
ral of their Men on Board, they would prefently
have ftood in for the Shore, and have given the A=
larm ; and the Men of War, of which there were
feveral, as well Dutch as Englifh, in the River of

Lisbon, would prefently have put out to Sea in ,,/

Queft of them ; And they were very unwilling to
leave the Coaft of Portugal, till they had got a
Ship with Wine, which they very much wanted.
THEY Cruifed eight or ten Days after this,
without fecing fo much as one Vefiel upon the Seas,
and were juft refolving to ftand more to the Nor-
ward, to the Coaft of Gallitia, when they defcryed
a Sail to the Southward, being a Ship about as big
as their own, tho’ they could not perceive what
Force fhe had ; however they gave Chafe, and the
Veflel perceiving it, crouded from them with all
the Sail they could make, hoifting up French Co-
lours, and ftanding away to the Soutbward.
THEY continued the Chafe three Days and
three Nights, and tho’ they did not gain much up-
on her, the Frenchman Sailing very well, yet they
kept her 1n fight all the while, and for the moft
part within Gun-fhot : But the third Night, the
Weather proving a little Haizy, the Frenchmarn
chang'd his Cour{e in the Night, and fo got clear of
them, and good Reafon they had to blefs them-
elves in the Efcape they had made: If they had
but known what a dreadful Crew of Rogues they
ad fallen among, if they had been taken.

IEEY
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THEY were now gotten a long Way to the
Southward, and being greatly Difappointed, and in
want of Water, as well as Wine, they refolved to
ftand away for the Muaderas, which they knew was
not far off, fo they accordingly made the 1fland in
two Days more ; and keeping a large Ofling, they
Cruiz'd for three or four Days more, expeéting to
meet with fome Portuguefe Veflel going in or co-
ming outy but "twas in Vain, for nothing ftirr’d :
So tir’d with Expecting, they ftood in for the Road,
and came to an Anchor, tho’ at a great Diftance,
then they fent their Boat towards the Shore with fe-
ven Men 2ll well Arm’d, to fee whether it might
not be Praéticable to Board one of the Ships in the
Road, and, cutting her away from her Anchors,
bring her off ; or if they found that could not be
done, then their Orders were to Intercept fome of
the Boats, belonging to the Place, which carry
‘Wines off on Board the Ships in the Road, or from
one Place to another on the Coaft; but they came
back zgain difappointed in both; every Body be-
ing allarm’d and aware of them, knowing by their
Pofture what they were. |

HAVING thus fpent feveral Days to no Pur-
pole, and finding themftlves Difcovered, (at length
being apparently under a Neceflity to make an
Attempt {ome where) they ftood away for Porte
Sante, about ten Leagues to the Windward of Ma-
deras, and belonging alfo to the Portuguefe; here
putting up Britifh Colours, they fent their Boat a-
fhore with Captain Somervills Bill of Health, and a
prefent to the Governour of three Barrelsof Salmon,
and fix Barrels of Herrings, and a very civil Mei-
fage, defiring leave to Water, and to buy fome Re-
“frefhments, pretending to be Bound to

THE Governour very courteoufly granted
their Defire, but with more Courtefie than Difcre-

tion, weit off himfelf, with about Nine or tenho_f
16
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This principal People, to pay the Euglifh Captain 2
Vifit, little thinking what a kind of a Captain it
was they were going to Compliment, and what
Price it might have Coft them. |
HOWEVER Gow, handfomly drefs’d, receiv’d

them with fome Ceremony,and entertain’d them tol-
lerably well for a while ; but the Governour having
been kept as long by Civillity as they could,and the
Refrefhments from the Shore not appearing, he was
forced to Unmask, and when the Governour and
his Company rofe up to take their leave, they were,
to their great Surprize, fuddenly firrrounded with
a gang of Fellows with Mufquets and an Officer at
the Head of them, who told them, in fo many
Words, they were the Captains Prifoners, and muft
not think of going on Shore any more, till the Wa=
ter and Provifions, which were promifed, fhould
come on Board. RENL T I
*IT is impoflible to conceive the Confternation
and Surprize the Portuguefe Gentry were in g
nor is it very Decently to be exprefs’d ; the poor
Governour was {o much more than half Dead with
the Fright, that he really Befoul'd himfelf in a
piteous Manner ; and the reft were in no much bet-
ter Condition they trembled, cry’d, begg’d, crofs’d
themfelves, and Afaid their Prayers as Men going
to Executiony but ’twas all one, they were told {,
flatly the Captain was not to be Trifled with, that
the Ship was in want of Provifions, and tkey would
‘have them, or they would carry them all away :
They were however well enough Treated,-except
the Reftraint of their Perfons, and were often
ask’d to Refrefh themfelves, but they would nej- |
ther Eat or Drink any more all the while they /
ftay’d on Board, which was till the next Day in
‘the Evening, when to their great Satisfaction they
faw a great Boat come oft from the Fort, and which
: ' D came
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came direltly on Board with {feven Butsof Water,
a Cow and a Calf, and a good number of Fowls.

WHE N the Boat came on Board, and had de-
livered the Stores, Captain Gow Complimented
the Governour and his Gentlemen, and Difcharg’d
them to their great Joy; and befides difcharging
them, he gave them, in return for the Provifions
they brought, two Cerons of Bees Wax, and fir'd
them three Guns at their going 'away. I fup-
pofe however, they will have a care how they go on
Board of any Ship again in Compliment to their
Captain, unlefs they are very fure who they are,

H AV IN G had no better Succefs in this out of
the way run, to the Maderas, they refolved to make
the beft of their way back again to the Coaft of
Spain or Portugal 5 they accordingly left Porto Santa
the next Morning., with a fair Wind, {tanding di-
rectly for Cape St. Vincent, or the Southward Cape,

T HE Y had not been upon: the Coaft of Spain
above two or three Days, before they met with a
New England Ship —— Crofs Commander, la-
den with Staves, and bound for Lisbon, and being
to Load there with Wine for Loudon ; this was a
Prize alfo of no Value to them, and they began te
be very much difcouraged with their bad Fortune.
However they took out Captain Crofs and his Men,
which were feven or eight in Number, with moft of
the Provifions and fome of the Sails, and gave the
Ship to Captain #ife the Pool Man, who they took
at firft 1n a Sloop from Newfoundland ; and in order
to pay Wife and his Men for what he took from
them, and made them Satisfa&tion, as be call'd i,
he gave to Captain #ife and his Mate 24 Cerons of
Bees Wax, and to each of his Men, who were four
in Number, two Cercons of Wax each ; thus he
pretended Honefty, and to make Reperation of 1a-
mages by giving them the Goods which he had
robb’d the Dutch Merchants of, whole Super-Cargo
he had Murthered. AFTER
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AFTER this Cruizing fome Days off of the
Bay, they met with a French Ship from (adiz, la-
denn with Wine, Oyl, and Fruit ; this was, in fome
refpec, the very Thing they wanted ; {o they
Mann'd her with their own Men,  and {tood off to
Sea, that they might divide the Spoil of her with
more Safety, for they were then too near the Land.

AND firft they took out theFrench Mafterand all
hisMen, which were twelve in Number; then they
fhifted great Part of the Cargo, efpecially of the
Wine, with fome Oyl, and a large quantity of Al-
monds, out of the French Ship into their own ;with
five of his beft Guns, and their Carriages, all their
Ammunition and fmall Arms, and all the beft of
their Sails, and then they gave that Ship to Captain
Somerville, the Glafvow Captain, whofe Ship they
had funk, and to Captain Crofs, the INew England
Captain, who they had taken but juft before; and /
to do {uﬁ:ice, as they call’d it, here alfo, they gave |
half the Ship and Cargo to Semervilie, one quar=
ter to his Mate, and the other quarter to Captain
Crofs, and 16 Cerons of Wax to the Men to be
fhar’d among them.

I T is to be obferv’d here, that Captain Somere
ville carryed all his Men along with him ; except
one who chofe to enter among the Pirates, {o that
he cou’d never pretend he was forced into their Ser-
vice 3 but C#ofs’s Men where all detain’d, whether
by Force, or by their owii Confent, does not ape
pear at prefent.

THE Day before this Divifion of the Speil,
they faw a large Ship tc Windward, which at firfk
put them into fome Surprize, for fhe came bearmg
down diretly upon them, and they thought ihe
had been a Portuguefe Man of War, but they found
foon after that it was a Merchant Ship, had French
Colours, and bound Home, as they {uppos’d, from
ghe Weft Iniies, and it wes {05 for as we afterwards

Dz learn’d
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learn’d, fhe was loaden at Martinico, and hound
for Rochelle. - : :

THE Frenchman, not fearing them, came on
large to the Wind, being a Ship of much greater
Force than Gow’s Ship, and carrying 32 Guns and
8o Men, befides a great many Pafiengers ; how-
ever Gow at firft made as 1f he would lye by for
them, but {eeing plainly what a Ship it was, and
that they fhould have their Hands full of her, he
began to confider, and calling his Men all together
upon the Deck, told them his Mind, (viz.) That the
Frenchman was apparently fuperior in Force every
way, that they were but ill-mann’d, and had 2
great many Prifoners on Board, and that fome of
their own People were not very well to be trufted,
that fix of their beft Hands were on Board the
Prize, and that all they had left were not fufficient
to ply their Guns and ftand by the Sails; and
that therefore as they were under no Neceflity to
engage, fo he thought it would be next to Madnels
to think of it, the French Ship being {fo very much -
Superior to them in Force.

THE generallity of the Men were of Gow's
Mind,and agreed to decline the Fight, but Williams,
his Lieut firenuounfly oppos’d it, and being not to be
appeas’d by all thatGow could fay to him,or any one
elfe, flew out in a Rage at Gow, upbraiding him
with being a Coward, and not fit to command a
Ship of Force,

T HE Truth is, Gow’s Reafoning was Good, and
the Thing was Jult, confidering their own Conditi-
on ; But Williams was a Fellow uncapable of any
folid Thinking, had a kind of a favage, brutal Cou-
rage, but nothing of true Bravery in him ; and
this made him the moft defperate and outragious
Villain in the World, and the moft cruel and inhu-
mane to thofe whefe Difafter it was to fall into his

Hands,
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Hands, as had frequently appear’d in his Ufage of
the Prifoners, under his Power, 1n this very Voyage,
G OW was a Man of Temper, and notwithftand-
ing all theill Language #illiamns gave him, faid lit-
tle or nothing, but by way of Argument, againft
attacking the French Ship, which would certainly
have been too ftrong for them : But this provok’d
# illiams the more 3 and he grew to fuch an extrava-
gant height, that he demanded boldly of Gow to
give his Orders for Fighting, which Gow declining
{t11l, Williams prefented his Piftol at him, and fhapt
it, but it did not go off, which enrag’d him the
more. |
- WINTER and Peterfon ftanding neareft to #:l-
lzams, and feeing him fo furious, flew at him im-
mediately, and each of them fir'd a Piftol at him,
one ithot him thro’ the Arm, and the other into
his Belly, at which he fell, and the Men about
him laid hold of him to throw him Over-board, be-
lieving he was dead ; but as they lifted him up, he
ftarted violently out of their Hands, and leaped
diretly into the Hold, and from thence run defpe-
perately into the Powder-Room, with his Piftol
cock’d 1n his Hand, {wearing he would blow them
a1l up ; and had certainly done it, if they had not
feiz’d him juft &3 he had gotten the Scuttle open,
and was that Moment going in to put his hellifh Re-
folution in praciice.

‘HAVING thus fecur’d the demented raving
Cresture, they carryed him forward to the Place
which they had made on Purpofe, between Decks,
to {fecure their Prifoners, and put him in amongft
them, having firft loaded him with Irons, and par-
ticularly Hand-cuffed him with his Hands behind
him, to the great Satisfation of the other Prifo-
foners, who knowing what a butcherly, furioug ,
Fellow he was, were terrified, to the laft Degree, |
to {ce him come in among them ; till they faw the !

Condition
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Condition he came in. He wasindeed theTerrorof
all the Prifoners, for he nfually treated them in a
barbarous manner, without the leaft Provocation,
and meerly for his Humonr ; prefenting Piftols to
their Breafts, fivearing he would thoot them that
Moment, and then would beat them unmercifully,
and all for his Diverfion, as he call'd it. |

HAVING thus laid him faft, they prefently
refolv’d to ftand away to the Weffward, by which
they quitted the Murtinico Ship, who by that time
was come nearer to them, and farther convinc’d
them they were 1n no Condition to have Engag’d
her, for fhie was a {tout Ship and full of Men.

A LL this happen’d juft the Day before they
Thar’d their laft Prize among the Prifoners, (as E
have faid) in which they put on f{uch a Mock- face
of doing Juftice to the feveral Captains and Mates,
and other Men, their Prifoners, whofe Ships they
had taken away, and who now they made a Repa-
ration to, by giving them what they had taken Vio-
lently from another, that it was a ftrange Medly
of Mock-Juftice made up of Rapine and Genero.
{ity blended together,

T W O Days after this they took a Brzffal Ship
bound from Newfoundland to Oporto with Fifh
they let her Cargo alone, for they had no occafi-
on for Fifh, but they took out alfo almoft all their
Provifions, all the Ammunition, Arms, &c, all her
good Sails, alfo her beft Cables, and forced two of
her Men to go away with them, and then put 10
of the French Men on Board her, and let her go.

BUT juft as they were parting with her, they
confulted together what to do with #illiams their
Lieutenant, who was then among their Prifoners,
and in Irons; and after a fhort Debate, they re-
folved to put him on Board the Briffol Man and
fend him away too, wiiich accordingly was done;
with Dire&ions ta the Mafter to deliver him on

Poard
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Board the firlk Ewnglifh Man of War they fhould
meet with, in order to his being hang’d for a Pi-
rate (fo they Jeeringly call’d him) as foon as he
came o Emngland, giving them alio an Account of
fome of his Villanies, | :

T HE Truth is, this Williams was a Monfter,
rather than a Man ; he was the moft inhuman,
bloody and defperate Creature that theWorld could
produce ; he was even too wicked for Gow and all
his Crew, tho’ they were Pirates and Murtherers
as has been faid'y his Temper ‘was {o Savage, fo
Villainous, fo Mercilefs, that even the Pirates
themfelves told him it was Time he was hang’d
out of the Way.

O N E Inftance of this Barbarity in Williams
can not be omitted, and wall be fufficient to jufti-
fy all that can be faid of him, namely, that when
Gow gave 1t as a Reafon againft engaging with the
Maztinico Ship, that he had a great many Prifoners
on Board, (as above) and fome of their own Men
that they could not depend upon j Williams pro-
pos'd to have them all call’d up, one by one, and
to cut their Throats, and throw them Overboard .
A Propofal fo Horrid, that the worft of the Crew
fhook their Heads atit; yet Gow anfwer’d him ve-
ry handfomly, That there bad been too much Blood
Jpilt already 5 yet the refufing this, highten’d the
Quarrel, and was the chief Occafion of his offer-
ing to Piftol Gow himfelf, as has been faid atlarge :
After which, his Behaviour was fuch, as made all !
the Ships Crew refolve to be rid of him. And
“twas thought, 1f they had not had an Opportunity
to fend him away, as they did by the Brzffol Ship,
they would have been oblig’d to have hang’d him
them{elves.

THIS cruel and butcherly Temper of Williams
being carry’d to fuch a height, and {o near to the
ruine of them all, thock’d fome of them, and as

| . they
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they acknowledg’d gave them fome check in the
heat of their wicked Progrels, and had they had a
fair Opportunity to have gone on Shore at that
Time, without falling into the Hands of Juftice,
*tis believ'd the greateft Part of them would have
abandon’d the Ship, and perhaps the very Trade
of a Pirate toco. But they had dipt their Hands
in Blood, and Heaven had no doubt determin’d to
bring them, that s to fay, the Chief of them to
the Gallows for it, as indeed they all deferv’d, fo
they went on, 55
WHEN they put Williams on board the Brijffol
Man, and he was told what Dire&ions they gave
with him, he began to relent, and made all the In=
terceflion he could to Captain Gow for Pardon, or
at leaft not to be puton board the Ship, knowing
if he was carried to Lisbon, he fhould meet witt
his Due from the Portugue e 1f not from the Englifh
for it feems he had been concern’d in fome Villanies
among the Portugue[e, before he came on Board the
George Galley ; what they were he did not confefs,
nor indeed did his own Ship’s Crew trouble them-
felves to examine him about it : He had been
wicked enough among them, and it was fufficient
to make them ufe him as they did; it was more to
be wonder’d indeed, they did not cut him In pieces
upon the Spot, and throw him into the Sea, half
on one {ide of the Ship, and half on the other; for
there was fcarce a Man in the Ship, but on one Oc-
cafion or other, had fome apprehenfions of = him,
and might be faid to go in danger of his Life from
him. | '
" BUT they chofe to fhift their Hands of him
this bloodlefs way ; {o they double fetter’d him and
brought him up : When they brought him out among
the Men, he begg’d they would throw him into the
Sea and drown him ; then entreated for his Lif€
with a meannefs which made them difpife hin, a_ng
‘ witi
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‘with Tears, {othat'one Time they began to relent;
but then the devilifh Temper of the Fellow over-
rul’dit again ;-!fo at laft they refolv’d to let him
go, and did accordingly put him cn Board, 'and
‘gave him many a hearty Curfe at parting, wifhing
him a good Voyage to the Gallows, as was made
~good afterwards, tho’ir {fuch Company as they lit-
tle thought of at that Time.- | _
THE Briffol Captain was very juft to them,

for according' to théir Orders, asfoon as they came
to Lisbon, they put him on Board the Argyle,’ one
“of His Majefty’s Ships, Captain Bowler, Comman-
‘der, then lying in the Tagus, and bound Home for
- England, who accordingly brought him Home ,
tho’, as it happen’d, Heaven brought the Captain
‘and the reft of the Crew fo quickly to the End of
all their Villainies, that they all came Home time
‘enough to be hang’d with their Lieutenant. But I
‘return to Gow and his Crew. Having thus dif=
‘mifs’d the Briffol Man, and clear’d his Flands of
‘moft of his Prifoners, he, with the {fame wicked Ge-
merofity, gave the Briffol Captain 13 Cerons of
Bees Wax, as a Gratuity for his Trouble and
Charge with the Prifoners, and in Recompence, as
he call’d it, for the Goeds he had taken from him,
and fo they parted. '

© WHAT thefe feveral Captains did, to whom
they thus divided the Spoil of poor Fersean’s Car-
‘go, or as I ought rather to.eall it, of the Merchant’s |,
‘Cargo, which” was loaded in Africa y Iduy, -what |
‘was-done -with the Bees-wax, and other Things
which they difiributed to the Captains, and their
Crews, Who they thus tranfpos’d from Ship te 8hip,
that we cannot tell, nor indeed could thefe People
cither well know how to'keep-it, or how'to part
with it, _ —

I'T was certainly’a Gift they had no power to

give, nor had the other any Right to it by their
2 Dona-
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Donation ; but as the Owners were unknown, 4and
the feveral Perfons pofiefling it are not eafily
known, I do not fee which way the poor Dutchmen
can come at their Goods again. v Ghid

It is true, indeed, the Ships which they exchang’d
may, and ought to be reftored, and the honeft
Owners put in Pofleflion of them again, and I
fuppofe will be fo in.a legal Manner ; but the
Goods were fo difpers'd that 1t was impofiible.:

THIS was the laft Prize they took, not only
on the Coaft of Portugal, but any where ¢lfe 5 for

[ Gow who, to give him his due, was a Fellow of
Council, and had a great Prefence of Mind in-Ca%

| {es of Exigence, confider’d that as foon as the Briz-

- flol Ship came into the River of Lisbon, they would
certainly give an - Account of them, as well of
their Strength, as of their Station in which they
Cruized 5 and that confequently the Emglifh Men
of War, of which there are generally fome inthat
River, would immediately come ' Abroad to loek
for them: Sohe began tcReafon with hisOfficers, that
now the Coaft of Fortugal would be no proper Place
at all for them, unlefs thev refolved to fall into
the Hands of the {aid Men of War ; and that they
ought to confider immediately what to do.

I N thefe Debates, fome advifed one Thing,
{fome another, as isufal in like Cafcs; fome where
for going to the Coaft of Guinea, where (as they
faid) was Puschafe enough, and very rich Shipsto
be taken 3 others were for going to the Weft In-

'~ dies, and to Crujze among the Iflands, and takeup
. their Station at Tobago 3 others, and that not thofe
. of the moft Ignorant, provos'd the ftanding .in
. to the Bay of Aexico, and to joyn in with fome of a

new fort of Pirates at St. Fago de la Cuba, who are
all Spaniards, and call themfclves Guarda del Coafia,
that is, Guardihips for the Coaft ; but under that
pretence make Prize of Ships,of all Natioas,f and

OIS
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fometimes even of their own Countrymen too, but
efpecially of the Ewmglifh ; but when this was pro-
pos’d "it was anfwered, they durft not truft the
Spaniards. |

ANOTHER fort was for going to the North
of America, and afrer having taken a Sloop or two
on the Coaft of New-England; or New-Tork, laden
with Provifions for the Wefi-Tndics, which would
not have been very hard to do, iuch being often
pafling and re-pafling 'there, and by which they
might have beenfufficiently {tor’d 'with Provifion,

“then to have gone away to the South Seas 3 but Gow
objeéted, that they were not Mann’d fufficiently
for fuch an Undertaking; and likewife, that they
had not fufficient Stores of Ammunition, efpecially
of Powder, and of {mall Arms for any confidera-
ble Aétion with the Spaniards.

THEN it was offered by the Boat{wain, who
it feems had been in that Part of the World, to go
away to the Honduras, and to the Bay of Campeachy
among the Buccaniers and Logwood Cutters, and |
there they fhould in'the firft Place be fure to pick !
up forty or fifty ftout Fcllows, good Sailois, and’
bold, enterprizing Men, who unde:rftand the Spa-
niards, and the Spanifh Coaft on both fides of Awme-
rica as well as any Men in the World, and had all
Fire ‘Arms with them, and Ammunition too, and
then being well Mann’d, they might take their
hazard for Provifions, which might be had any
where, ‘at leaft of one Sort if not of ‘another ; be-
fides, when they were thoroughly Mann’d, they
might cruize for Provifions any where, and might
be as likely to meet with the New-1ork and New-
England Sloops, on the back of the Iflands, in their
Way to Barbadoes and Famaica as any where.

Others faid they fhould go firft to the Iflands of
New-Providence, or to the Mouth of the Gulph of
#'lorida,and then cruifing on the Coaft of Noyth- dme~

i rica
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sica, and making their Retreat at New Providence;
Cruize from the Gulf of Floyida, -North upon the
Coaf¥ of Caroline, and as high as the Capes of Pir=
ginia. But nothing could be refolv’d on+ till-at
1ait Gow let thenr into the Seeret of a Projeét,
which; as he told them, he:had long had in his
Thoughts ; and which was, t6 go away to the North
of Scotland, near the Coaft of which, as he faid, he
was Born and Bred; and where he faid, -if they
met with no Purchafe upon the Sea, he could tell
them how they fhould Enrich thémielves by going
en Shore. - W i (e
T O bring them to concur,with this Defign, ke
reprefented the Danger they ‘were in, where they
weie (a5 above :) The Want they were in of frefl
Water, and of. {feveral kinds of, Provifions, ‘‘but
above all, the Neceflity they were in of careening
arid- cleaning their Ship ; That 1t was too' long a.
Run-for them to go to the Southward and that
they had noi Psovifious to ferve them till they could
reach to any Place proper for that Purpofe s-and
might be driven to the utmoft Diftrefs, if they
fhould be put by from Watering, either by Wea<
ther or Enenties. N, erinyreras hied
ALSO he told them, if any of the Men of
War came out in Search of them, they would ne-
ver Imagine they were gene away tothe Northward ;
o that thelr Run that Way was perfecltly Secure :
And he could affure them of his own Knowledge, °
that if they landed in fucly Places as he fhonld di-
rect, they could not fail- of asconfiderable Booty
in plundering fome Gentlemens Houfes, who:liv'd
Secure and Ungunarded very near the Shore:»And
that tho’ the Gountry fhould be Allarm’d, yet be-
fore the Government could fend any Menof War to
Attack them, they might clean their Ship, lay in
q Store of frefh Provifions, and be gone; and bes
fides that, they would get a goed many ffout Fel-
10‘.’.‘:’3
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Tows to go along with them, upon his Encourage-
ment 5 fo that they fhould be better Mann’d than
they were yet, and fhould be Ready againft all
Events. 7
THESE Argoments, and their approaching
Fate Concurring, had a fufficient Influence, on the
Ships Company, to prevail on them to Confent:
So ‘they made the beft of their Way to the North-
ward, and about the middle of laft Fammary, they
arriv’d at Carrifoun, in the Iles of Orkwuey, and
came to an Anchor in a Place; which Gow told
them, was fafe Riding under the Lee of a finall
Ifland at fome Diftance from the Port.
- @G OV being now fole Diretor, as well asCom-
mander of the Ship,call’d themall together, to tell
them what Account they thould give of themfclves,
when tiiey came to Converfe with any of the Péo-
ple of the Ifland, that' they might agree in their
Story, and give no Caufe of Sulpicion ; and ’tis
moft certain, that had they been careful to ob-
{ferve his Directions, and not betray’d and expos’d
themfelvs, they might have pafs’d undifcover’d,
and done all the Mifchief they intended, without
allarming the Country. His Orders were, that
they {hould fay they came from Cadiz, and were
bound for Stockbolm, and thence to Dautzick ; but
that they had had a long Paflage, by reafon of
contrary Winds, and loft their Opportunity of
pafling the Souad, which was now full of Tece, if
not frozen up 3 and that they had been driven fo
far to the Norward, by Strefs of Weather," that
they- wanted Water and frefh Provifions, and to
clean their Ship ; that they would pay for what-
ever they were fupply’d withy and that by ‘the
Time they had clean’d their Ship, they hop’d the
‘Weather would be Warm, and the Seas open for
them to proceed on their Voyage. ThisTale was
eafic to tell, and propable enough, and therefore
: Likely
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likely enongh to'be believed ; and they all oblig'd
them{elves to give the fame Account exactly, and
not to vary the leaft-Tittle from it, or fo much as'
Wifper otherwife, upon Pain of immediate Death.
I N Carriffoun Harbour they found a finall Scots
Bark, . Lum(dale, Mafter, loaden withWine
and Brandy, and bound about to the Ifle of Man
this was a welcome Thing to them all ; and had it
been any where elfe, they would have made it &'
good Prize: But as they “had Goeods fufficient o
Board, and fuch as where very Acceptable Mer-
chandize, Lum[dale traded freely with them; and
Gow bartred feven' Cerons of Wax, and about 250l.
Weight of Barbary Copper with'him for 2 Hogfliead
of-Geneva and an Anchor of Brandy, and fome ‘o~
ther Goods; and it was believed' that Gow had
fome Money into the'Bargain, ' _ ..
A Day or two after, a Swedi/h Veflel came into
the Road, bound from Stockbolm’ to Glafgow,” and
laden with Swedes Tron, and Eaft'Country Plank ;
they traded with her'alfo for 20°Coil of new Rope,
for which Gow gave the Mafter  eleven Cerons
of Bees: Wax: It has been faid, they plunder’d
this Velicl of feveral other Goods, and oblig'd the
the Mafter to promife to Sail directly to his Port,
without {peaking to any Body, on Pain of {inking
the Ship ; But this wants Confirmation, mnor isit
Probable they wonld venture to do ‘fo in a Port
where they refolv’d to ftay any long Time, and
where; they knew it was fo Neceflary to be en~
tirely eonceal’d. -
. B U T now their Misfortunes began to'come'on,
'and Things lookd but with an andifferent Afpect
‘upon them 5 for {everal of their Men, efpecially
{uch of them as had been forc’d or decoy’d into
their Service, began to think of®making their E-
fcape from them ; and to caft about for Means to
bring it topafs. The firft wasa young Man, who
was
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was originally one of the Ships Company, but
was Forced by fear of being Murther’d, as has been
obferv'd, to give a lilent Affent to go with them,
he took an Opportunity to get-away.

I T was one Evening when the Boat went on
Shore, (for they kept a civil Correfpondence with

the People of the Town) this young Fellow being
one.of the Ships Crew, and having been {everal
Times on Shore before, and therefore not fupected,
gave them the Slip, and got away to a Farm-houfe
which lay under a Hill, out of fight; and there,
for two or three Pieces of Eight, he got a Horfe,
and foon, by that means, efcap’d to Kirkwall, a
Market-Town, and. the Chief of the Orkueys, a-
bout 12 Miles from the Place where the Ship lay.

A S foon as he came there, he furrender’d him-
felf to the Government, defiring Proteétion, andfin-
form’d them who Gow was, and what the Ships
Crew were, and upen what Bufinefs they were A-
broad ; with what elfe he knew of their Defigns,
as to Plundering the Gentlemens Houfes, &c. Up-
on which they immediately rais’d the Country, and
got a {trength together to defend themfelves.

B U T the next Diftafter that attended them,
was, (for Misfortnnes {cldom come alone) more fa-
tal than this, for 10 of Gow’s Men, moft of them
likewife Men forced into their Service, went away
with the long Boat, making the beft of their Way
for the main Land of Scotland.

N, B, Thefe Men however they did, or what

Shift - foever they made to get fo far, were taken |

in the Firth of Edenburg, and made Prifoners there.
HAD Gow taken the Alarm, as he ought to
have done, at eitheir of thefe Accidents, and put
to Sea, either ftood over for the Coaft of Norway,
or have run thro’ Weflward, between the Iflands,
and gone for the Ifle of Man, or for the North of
Ireland, he might have eafily have gone clear off
ior

r—
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for there was o Veflel in the Country that waso
Force {ufficient to have fpoken withhim. . .. 7
~ BU T harden’d for his own Deftrution, and
Juftice evidently purfuing him, he grew the Bolder
for 'the Difafter ; and notwithftanding that 'the
Country was alarm’d, and that he was fully difco-
ver'd, mnftead of making atimely Efcape, he re-
folved to Land upon them, 'and to put his intend-
ed Projets, (viz.) of Plundring the Gentlemens
Houfes, in Execution, whatever it coft him. -« ¢

I N Order to this, he fent the Boatfwain and 7o
Men on Shore, the very {ame Night, very well
Arm’d, dire&ting them to go to the Houfe of Mr.

Honnyman of Grabamfey, Sheriff ‘'of the County,
and ‘who was himfelt at that Time, to his great
good Fortune, from Home: The People of the
Houfe had not the leaft Notice of their coming, {o

\{ that which they knock’d at the Door,1t was immnedi-

“-ately open’d ; upon when they all enter’d the
. Houfe at once, except one Panton, who they fet
' Centinel, and order’d him to {tand at the Door to
fzcure their Retreat, and ‘to fecure any from co-
ming in after them. ‘ -
MRS. Honnyman and her Daughter were ex-
| treamly Frighted at the fight of {fo many Armed
' Men coming into the Houfe, and ran {creaming a-
bout, like People Diftra&ted, while the Pirates,
not regarding them, were looking about for-Chefts
and Trunks, where they might expect to find fome
. Plunder : And Mrs. Hommyman, in her Fright, co-
aning to the Door, ask’d LPanton, the Man who
they fet Centinel there, what the Meaning of 1t all
was? and he told her freely, they were Pirates, and
that they came to Plunder the Houfe. At this'fhe
. recovered fome Courage, and run -back into the
Houfe immediately 5 and knowing, to ‘be fure,
where her Money lay, which was very Confidera-
ble, and all in Gold, fhe put the Bags in her '-Lalzi
. an
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and boldly ruthing by Panton, who thought the was
only running from them, in a Fright, carryed it all
off, and fo made her Efcape with the Treafure.
The Boatfwain being inform’d that the Money was
carryed off; refolved to revenge himfelf by burning
the Writings and Papers, which they call there, the
Charters of their Eftates, and are always of great
Value in Gentlemens Houfes of Eftates ; but the
young Lady, Mr. Honeyman's Daughther, hearing
them threaten to burn the Writings, watch’d her
Opportunity, and running to the Chartsr Room
where they lay, and tying the moft confiderable of
them up in a Napkin, threw themout of the Win=
dow, jumpt after them herfelf, and Eftaped
without the Damage ; tho’ theWindow was one Sto=
ry high at leaft. |

HOWEYVER the Pirates had the Plundering
of all the reft of the Houfe, and carryed of a great
deal of Plate and Things of Value 3 and forced one
of the Servants, who played very well on the Bag-
‘pipe, to march along, Piping before them, when
they carryed them off to the Ship.

T H E next Day they weigh’d Anchor, intends
ing, tho’ they had clean’d but one fide of the Ship,
to put out to Sea and quit the Coaft ; but failing
Eaftward, they came to an Anchor again, at a little
Ifland, call’d Calffound ; and, having {fome farther
Mifchief in their view here, the Boatfwain went
on Shore again, with fome Armed Men ; but meet-
ing with no other Plunder, they carryed off three

Women, who they kept on Board fome time, and |

ufed fo Inhumanly, that when they fet them on
Shore again, they were not able to go or to ftand 3
and we hear that one of them dyed on the Beach
where they left them. |
THE next Day they weigh'd again, holding
the fame Courfe Eaftward, thro’ the Openings e~
tween the Iflands, 1l the)é came off of Roffnefs d
et R T GO e
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And now Gow refolved to make the beft of his
-:'Waﬁfor the Ifland of Eda, to Plunder the Houfe
of Mr. Fea, a Gentleman of a confiderable Eftate,
and who Gow had fome Acquaintance with, having
been at School together when they were Youths,

IT feems Gow’s Reafon for refolving to attack
this Gentleman, who was his old Acquaintance,
was, that he thought the Alarm, given at Carri-
Jtoun, would neceffarily. draw the Gentlemen, and
the beft of their Forces, that Way ; which Guefs
was fur fiom being Improbable ; for juft {o it was,
only witl: Refpect to Mi. F:a, who having had the -
“Allarm wit/; the reft, yet Itay’d at Home, on a par-
ticular Occafion, lis Wife being, at that Time, ve-
ry much Indifpofed.

IT is to Le obferv’d here, that Carvifloun and
Eda iye with Refpe& to each other, (V. Eaff and
S. Weft) and the Bodies of the chief Iflands lye be-
Ltween taoem.
~ ON the 13th of February, in the Morning,
Gow appearing with his Ship off of the Ifland,
call’d the Calffound, Mr, Fea and his Family were
wvery much alarm’d, not being able to get together
above fix or feven Men for his Defence 5 he there-
fore wrote a Letter to Gow, intending to fend it
on Board, as foon as he fhould get into the Har-
‘bour, to defire him to forbear the ufual Salutes
with his great Guns ; becaufe Mrs. Fea his Wife was
{o very much Indifpos’d : And this as he would o-
blige his old School-fellow, tellinghjm at the fame
time, that the Inhabitants were all fled to the
Mountains, on the Report of his being a Pirate,
which he hoped would not prove true; in which
Cafe, he fhould be very ready to fupply him with
all fuch Necefiaries as the Ifland would afford ;
_defiripg him to. fend the Me¢flenger fafe back, at
whofe Return, the Allarms of the People would
immediately be at an End.

% THE
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THE Tide it {cems runs extreamly Rapid as.
mong thofe Iflands, and the Navigation is thereby:
render’d very dangeous and uncertzin:  Gow was
an able Seaman : but he was no Pilot for that Place
and which was woife, he had no Boat to Afiift,
cafe of Extremity, to ware the Ship s andin mrn—
ing into Calf Sound, he fiood a Litile to near the’
Point of a little Iﬂand call’d the Calf, and which’
lay in the middle of the Pufl: 1ge ]*ere s Ship, mif~
fing Stays, was In great Danger of going a Shore ;
to avoid which, he drop’d an Anchor under hxs_
Foot, which takmg good hold, brought him up, and
he thought the Danger was over,

BUT as the Wiiid ‘was, he lay fo near the
Shore, that he could not get under Szil again, for
want of a Boat io Tow him out into the Channel,
or to carry off an Anchor to heave him out.

THA T little Ifland above, is uninhabited, but
affords Pafture to five or fix Hundred Sheep,
which Mr. Fra always keeps upon it, for it be-
Yongs wholly to him: Gow was now in Diftrefs,
and had no Remedy but to fend his {fmall Boat on
Shore to Mr. Fea, to defire his Affiftance, that is to
fay, to defire him to lend him a Boat to carry out
an Anchor to heave off the Ship.

Mr. Fea f{ent back the Boat, and one Fames
Laing in 1t, with the Letter, which I have already
mentioned 5 Gow fent him back immediately with
this Anfwer by Word of Mouth, (viz.) that hLe
would write to no Body : But if Mr. Fea would
order his People to ailift him with a Boat, to carry
out an Anchor, he would Reward them handfomly :
Mr. Fea, in the mean time, order’d his great Boat
(for he had fuch a Boat as Gow wanted) to be ftav'd
and launch’d into the Water and {unk, and the
Mafts, Sails and Oars to be carryed privately out

of Slgnlt
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WHILE this was doing Mr. Fea perceiv’d Gow’s
Boat coming on Shore, with five Perfons in her :
Thefe Men having landed on the main Ifland, left
their Boat on the Beach, and all together march’d
dire&ly up to the Manfion Houfe. This put him
anto fome Surprize at firft, however, he refolv’d to
meet them in a peaceable Manner, tho’ he perceiv’d
they we:e all double Arm’d ; when he came up to
them he entreated them not to go up to the Houfe,
becauft of the Janguifhing Condition of his Wife 3
that {he was already frighted with the Rumours
which had been rais’d of their being Pirates, and
that {he would certainly die with the fear fhe was
in for herfelf and Family, if they came to the
Poor, - e e, '

""THE Boatfwain anfwer’d, They did not defire
to fright his Wife, or any Body elfe ; but they
came to defire the afliftance of his Boat, and if he
would ‘not grant them fo {mall a Favour,  he had
nothing to expe& from them but the utmoft Ex-
tremity. Mr, Fea return’d, that they knew well
enough he could not anfwer giving them, or lend-
ing them his Boat, or any Help, asthey appear'd
to be {uch People as was reported ; but that if they
would take them by Force, he could not help
Hgmlelf. U A, F o G

" "BU T in the mean time, talking ftill ina friend-
1y’ Manner to them, he ask’d them to go to 3
neighbouring Houfe, which he faid was a Change
Houle, that 15 a Fublick Houfe, and take a Cup of
O8I T T s DA i 0 gty

“THIS they confented to, feeing Mr. Fea was
all ‘alone, {o they went all with him 5. Mr. Fea in
the mean time found means to give private Orders
that the Oars, and Maft, and Sails of the Pirates
Boat fhould be all carry’d away, and that in 8
quarter of an Hour after they had fat together, hé
Thould be call’d haftily out of the Room on fome

AR pre-
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pretence or other of fome Body to fpeak with him,
all which was perform’d to a Tittle.

WHE N he was got from them he gave Orders
that his Six Men, who, as before, he had got io-
gether,and who were now come to him well arm’d,
fhould place themfelves at a certain Stile, behind a
thick Hedge, and which was about half the way
between the Ale-Houfe and his own Houfe ; thatif
he came that way with the Boatfwain alone, they
fhould fuddenly ftart out upon them both, and
throwing him down, fhould {eize upon the other 5
but that if all the five came with him, he would
take an Occafion to be either before or behind
them, {fo that they might all fire upon them with-
out danger of hurting him.

HAVING given thefe Orders, and depending
upon their being well executed, he return’d to the
Company, and having given them more Ale, told
them he would gladly do them any Scrvice that he
could lawfully do, and that if they would take the
trouble of walking up to his Houfe in a peaceable ,
Manner, that his Family might not be frighted |
with {eeing himfelf among them, they ihould have
all the Afliftance that was in his Power.

- THE Fellows, whether they had taken too much
Ale, or whether the Condition of their Ship, and
the Hopes of getting a Boat to help them, blinded
their Eyes, 1s not certain, fell with eafe info this
Snare, and agreed readily to go along with Mr.Feay
but after a while refolv’d not to go all of them,
only deputed the Boatfwain to go, which was what
Mr. Fea indeed moft defir’d: The Boatfwain was
very willing to accept of the Truft, but it was ob-
ferv’d, he took a great deal of care of his Arnis,
which was no lefs than four Piftols, all loaded
with a brace of Bullets each 5 nor would he be per-
{vaded to leave any of them behind him, no not |
with his own Men. 2 | ¢ H
L 3 T | t RS £ N
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IN this Polture Mr. Fez and the Boatfwain
walk’d along together very quictly till they came
to the Stile, which having got over, Mr. Fea, fecing.
his Men all ready, turn’d fhort about upon the
Boatfwain, and taking him by the Collar, told
him he was his Prifoner, and the fame Moment the
veft of his Men rufhing i1n upon them, threw them
both down, and fo fecur’d the Boat{wain without
giving him time {0 much as to fire one Piftol. He.
cry’d out indeed with all his Might to allarm his
Men, but they foon ftopt his Mouth, by firft forcing
a Piftol into it, and then a Handkerchief, and ha-.
ving difarm’d him, and bound his Hands behind
him, and his Feet together, Mr. Fea left him there
under a Guard, and with his other five Men, but
without any Arms, at leaft that could be feen,.
return’d to the Ale-Houfe to the reft : The Houfe.
having two Doors, they divided themfelves and
having rufh’d in at both the Doors at the fame time,
they {ciz’d all the fourMen before they were aware,
or had time to lay hold of their Arms: They did
indeed what Men could do, and one of them fnapp’d
a Piftol at Mr. Fea, but it did not go off; and Mr.
Fea fnatching at the Piftol at the fame Moment to
divert the Shot if it had fir’d, firuck his Hand
with fuch force againft the Cock, as very much
bruifed his Hand.

THEY were all five now in his Power, and he
fent them away under a good Guard to a Village in
the middle of the Ifland, where they were kept
feparate from one another, and fufficiently fecur’d.
Then Mr. Fea difpatch’d Exzprefles to the Gentle-
men in the neighbouring Iflands, to acquaint them
with what he had done, and to defire their {peedy
Afliftance 3 alfo defiring earneftly that they would
take care that no Boat thould go within reach of
the Pirate’s Guns; and at Night he, Mr. Fea, caus’d
Fires to be made upon the Hills round him, tlo al~

arm
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the Country, and ordered all the Boats round the
I{and to te hanl’d up upon the Beach as far as was
pofiible, and difabled alfo, leaft the Pirates fhould
fwim from the Ship and get any of them into their
Pofi=ffion.

N E X T Day, the 14th, it blew very hard alk
Dav s and in the Evening, about High Water, it
{hifted to 7. IN. #. upon which the Pirates fet their
Sails, expectingto get off, and {0 to lay it round the
Ifland, and put out to Sea ; but the Fellow who
was order’d to cut the Cable, miffing {everal Strokes,
the Cable check’d the Ships Way, and confequent-
1y, on a fudden, fhe took all a-back ; then the Ca-
ble being parted, when it fhould have held, the
Ship, run directly on Shore on the Calf Ifland 5 nor
could all their Skill preventit : Then Gow, with an
Air of Defperation, told them they were all dead
Men: Nor indeed could it be otherways, for ha-
ving loft the only Boat they had, and five of their
beft Hands, they were able to do little or nothing
towards getting their Ship off 5 befides, as fhe went
on Shore, on the Top of High Water, and a Spring
Tide, there was no Hope of getting her off after-
ward: Wherefore, the next Morning, being Mon-
day the 15th, they hung our a white Flag, as aSig-
nal for Parlee, and fent a Man on Shore, upon
Calf Ifland, for now they cou’d go on Shore out of
the Ship almoit at half Flood.

NO W Mr. Fea thought he might talk with Gow
in a differing Stile from what he did before, fo he
wrote a Letter to him, wherein he complain’d of
the rude Behaviour of his five Men; for which he
told him, he had been oblig’d to feize on them and
make them Prifoners ; letting him know that the
Country; being all allarm’d, would foon be too
many for him 5 and therefore advis’d him to fur-
rénder himfelf Peaceably, and be the Author of a
quict: Surrender- of the reft, as the only Means to
, : ' " “‘obtain
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obtain any Favour 3 and then he might become an
Evidence againft the reft, and fo might fave his
owin Life. |

THIS Letter Mr. Fea {ent by a Boat with
four armed Men to the Ifland, to be given to the
Fellow that Gow had fent on Shore, and who wait-
ed there; and he at the fame time gave them a
Letter from Gow to Mr. Fea; for now he was hum-
ble enough to Write, which before he refufed.

GOW’s Letter to Mr. Fea, was to Iet him have
fome Men and Boats to take out the beft of the
Cargoe, in order tolighten the Ship and fet her a-
float 5 and offering himfelf to come on Shore and
be Hoftage, for the Security of the Men and Boats;
and to give Mr. Fea a thoufand Pounds in Goods
for the Service : Declaring at the fame time, if
this {mall Succour was refus’d him, he would take
care no Body fhould better himfelf by his Misfor-
tune ; for that rather than to be taken, they would
fet .Fire to the Ship, and would all Perifh toge-
ther.

Mr. Fea reply’d to this Letter, That he had a
Roat indeed, that would have been fit for his Ser-
vice, but that fhe was ftav'd and {funk 3 but if he
would come on Shore quietly, without Arms, and
Bring his Carpenter with him to repair the Boat,
he might have her. This Mr. Fea did to give Gow
an Opportunity to embrace his firft offer of Surren-
dering. But Gow was neither Humble enough to
come in, nor Sincere enough to treat with him
fairly, if he had intended to let him have the
Boat ; and i1f he had, ’tis propable that the former
Letter had made the Men Sufpicious of him ; So
that now he could do nothing without communicas
ting it to the reft of the Crew. -

ABOUT four in the Afternoon Mr. Fea recei-
ved an Anfwer tc his laft Letter : The Copy of
which 1s cxactly as follows, |
o 3y Honour'd
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oL s From on Board our Ship t‘b'a
Honourd S IR, Revenge, Feb. 16, 17 25.

= I am forry to hear of the irregnlar Proceedings
¢« R of my Men. I gavenoOrilersto that Eff.¢t,
¢ And what hath been wrongfully done to the
¢ Country,was contrary tomy Inclination. Itis my
¢ Misfortune to be in this Condition at prefent: It
¢ was in your Power to have done otherwife, in
¢ making my Fortune better. Since my being in
¢¢_the Country I have wrong’d no Man, nor taken
“ any Thing, but what I have paid for. My De-
¢ fign in coming, was fo make the Country the
“ better, which I am ftill capable to do, providing
“ you are juft to me. I thank you for the Concern
“ you have for my bad Fortune ; and am forry I
¢ cannot embrace your Propofzl, as being Evis
¢ dence 5y my DPeople have already made ufe of
¢ that Advantage. I have by my laft fignified my
¢ Defign of Proceeding, provided I can procuré
% no better Terms. Pleafe to fend Fames Laing
¢* on Board to continue till my return. I fthonld
“ be glad to have the good Fortune to commune
¢ with you upon that Subje&t. I beg you will af=
¢ {ilt me with a Boat 5 and te affured I dono Man
* Harm, wer’t in my Power, as I am now at your
“ Mercy. I cannot {urrender my f{elf Prifoner ;
“ I'd rather commit my felf to the Mercy of the
“ Seas : So thatif you will incline to contribute to
“ my Efcape, fhall leave you Ship and Cargo at
¢ your Difpofal. ' |

-

I continuz, Honour'd Str, &c,
Fobn Smith,

U PO N this Letter, and, efpecially that Part
wherein Gow defires to commune with him, Mr,
Fea believing he might do {cme Service in perfwa-

G _ding
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aing him to fubmit, went over to Celf Ifland, and
went on Shore alone, ordering his Boat to lie in
readinefs to take him in agsii, but not one Man
to ftir ouc of her : And calling to Gow, with a
Speaking-Trumpet, defir’d him to come on Shore,
which the other readily did: But Mr. Fea, before
he ventur’d, wifely forefaw, that whilft he was a-
lone, upon the Ifland, the Pirates might, unknown
to him, get from the Ship by different Ways, and
under Cover of Shore, might get behind and fur-
round him 5 to prevent which, he fet a Man upon
the top of his own Houfe, which was on the oppo-
fite Shore, and over-look’d the whole Ifland, and
order’d him to make Signals with his Flag, waving
his Flag once for every Man that he {aw come on
Shore ; but if four or more came on Shore, then
to keep the Flag waving continually, till he, Mr,
Fea, thould retire. |

THIS Precaution was very needful, for no
fooner was Mr. Fea advanc’d upon the Ifland, ex-
pecting Gow to come on Shore, to meet him ; but
he faw a Fellow come from the Ship with a white
Flag, and a Bottle, and a Glafs, and a Bundle; then
turning to his own Houfe, he faw his Man mzke
the Cignals appointed, and that the Man kept the
Flag continually waving ; upon which he imnie-
diately retir’d to his Boat, and he was no fooner
got intoit, but he faw five Fellows running under
Shore with lighted Matches and Granadoes in their
Hands, to have Intercepted him, but {eeing him out
of their Reach, they retir’d to the Ship.

AFTER thisthe Fellow with the white Flag came
up, and gave Mr. Fea two Letters ; he would have
left the Bundle, which he faid was a prefent to
Mr. Fra 5 and the Bottle, which he faid, was a Bot-
tle of Brandyf; but Mr. Feza would not take
them ; but told the Fellow his Captain was a trea-
cherous Viliain, and he did not doubt but he {hould

ice
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fee him hang’d; and as to him, the Fellow, he
had a great Mind to fhoot him ; upon which the
Fellow took to hisHeels, and Mr. Fea, being 1 his
Boat, did not think it worth while to Land again
to perfue him. This put an End to all Parlee for
the préfent. But had the Pirates fucceeded 1n this
Attempt, they would fo far have gained their Polat,
either that they muft have been Afiifted, or Mr.
Fee muit have been Sacrific’d.

THE Two Letters from Gow, were only for
Mr. Fee, and the other for his Wife , the firft was
much to the fame Purpole as the former ; only that
in this, Gow requefted the great Boat with her
Mafts, and Sails, and Oars, with fome Proviiions,
to tranfport themfelves whether they thought fit
to go for their own Safety ; oftering to leave the
Ship and Cargo to Mr. Fea 5 and threatning, that if
the Men of War arrivid, (for Mr. Fea had given
him Notice that he expected two Men of War) be-
fore he was thus aflifted, they would fet Fire to
the Ship, and blow themf{tlves up : fo that asthey
had liv’d, they would all dye together. :

THE Letter to Mrs. Fea, was to defire her to
Intercéed with her Husband j; and Pleading that
he was their Countryman, and had been her Hus-
bands Schoeol-fellow, &c. but no Anfwer was re-
turned to either of thefe Letters.

O N the 17th, 1n the Morning, contrary to Ex-
pectation, Gow himfelf came on Shore, upon the
Calf-Ifland, unarm’d, except his Sword, and alone,
except one Man at a diftance, carrying a white
Flag, making Signals for a Parlee.

Mr. Fea who by this time had gotten more Pco-
ple about him, immediately fent one Mr. Fea of
Whiteball, to a Gentleman of his own Family, with
five other Perfons, well Armed, overto the Iiland,
with Orders to fecure Gow, if 1t was poflible, by any
means, either Dead or Alive : When they came on

G2 hore
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Shore, he propofed that one of them, whof&
Name was Scollary, a Mafter of a Vefilel, {hoald
go on Board the Ship, as Hoftage for this Gow’s
Safety ; and Scollary confenting, Gow himfelf con-
duéted him to the Ships {ide,

Mr. Fea perceiving this frem his own Houfe,
immediately took another Boat, and went over to
the Ifland himfelf : And while he was expoftula-
ting with his Men, for letting Scollary go for Ho-
ftage, Gow return’d ; and Mr. Fea made no Heflita-
tion, but told him in fhort he was bis Prifoner 5 at
which Gow f{iarting, faid, it ought pot to' be fo,
fince there was a Holtage delivered for him. - Mr.
Fea {aid ne gave no Order for ir, and it was what
they could not Juftify ; and fince Scollary had ven=
tured without Orders, he muft take his Fate, he
would run the Venture of it ; but advis’d Gew,
as he expecied good Ufage himfclf, that he would
fend the Fellow, who carryed his white Flag, back
to the Ship, with Orders for them to return Scollary
in {afety, and to defire Winter and Peterfon to
come with him. ;. vil b
/@ OW declin’d giving any fuch Orders; but

the Fellow faid he would readily go and fetch
them, and did fo, and they came along with him.
When Gow- faw them, he reproached them for be=
ing fo eafily impofed, and order’d them to'go back
to the Ship immediately : But Mr. Fea’s Mén, who
were tco firong for them, furrounded them, and
took them all. ~When this was done, they de-
manded Gew te deliver his Sword, but he {aid he
would rather dye with it in his Hand, and begg’d
them 10 fhoot-him : Rut that was deny’d ; and

Ir. Fea’s Men difarming him of his Sword, carried
him, with the other two, into their Boat, and af-
ter that to the main Ifland where Mr. Feaz 11v'd.

H AV ING thus fecur’d the Captain, Mr. Fea
prevailed with him to golte the Shore, over-againdt

1
the
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the Ship, and to call the Gunner and another Man
to come on Afhore on Calf-Ifland, whichthey did ;
but they was no fooner there, but they alfo were
furrounded by fome Men, which Mr. Fea had pla-
ced out of fight upcn the Ifland for that Purpofe:
Then they made Gow to call to the Carpenter to
come on Shore, ftill making them believe they
fhould have a Boat, and Mr. Fea went over and
met him alone; and talking with him, told him
they could not repair the Boat without Help, and
without Tools, fo perfwaded him to go back to
the Ship, and bring a Hand or .two with him, and
fome Tools, fome Ockham, Nails, &'¢. The Car-
penter, being thus deluded, went back, and bronght
a Frenmchman and another with him, with all Things
proper for their Work ; all which, as foon asthey
came on Shore, were likewife feiz’d and fecur’d by
Mr. ¥ea and his Men. . |

- ‘BUT there was fiill a great many Men in the
Ship, who it was neceflary to bring, if poflible,
to a quiet Surrender: So Mr. Fea order’d his Men
to make a Feint, as i1f they would go to Work up-
on the great Beat which lay on Shore upon the
1fland, but in!{ight of the Ship ; there they ham-
mer’d, and knock’d, and made a Noife, as if ‘they
were: really canlking and repairing her, in order
to her being launch’d off, and put into their Poflef~
fion. But, towards Night, he oblig’d Gow to write
to. the Men, That Mr. Fea would not deliver the
- Beat, till he was in Pofieflion of the Ship s and
therefore he order’d them all to come on'!Shore;
without Arms and in a peaceable manner.

- H1S occafioned many Debates in the Ship,
but as they had no Officers to guide " them, and
were all in Confufion, they knew not what to do ;
So after fome time bewailing their hard Fate, and
dividing what Money was'left in the Ship: among
ghem, they yielded, and went on Shore ; and were

all
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all made Prifoners, to the number of eight and
twenty 3 included thofe who were fecur’d before.

HOW he brought Gow to be {fo weak was fome-
thing ftrange ; Gow being not very fupple, and far
from being fufficiently humble: But whether it
was that he hoped to fare the better for it, and to
plead fome Merit by obliging his Men to come in
without Blood, and perhaps they might encourage
him in fuch Expectatiens, tho’ not promife him, for
the laft they could not.

O R whether it was that Gow, who knew their
Circumftances and ‘Temper alfo, was {atisfy’d if he
did not perfwade them to it, they would certainly
do it without any Perfwafion in a Day or two more,
having, indeed, no other Remedy, and fome of
them being really forced Men, defiring nothing
more than to furrender.

AND if it was neither of thefe, perhaps Gow,
whofe Cafe was now defperate, and who was fully
in the Power of his Enemies, and in the Hands of
Juftice himfelf, from whom he had indeed no reafon
to expelt any Favour, was, perhaps I {ay, he was
not over defirous to have the reft make their Efcape,
and therefore was eafier to perfwade them to put
themfelves into the fame unhappy Circumfitances
with himfelf ; it being moft Natural to People i
fuch Circumftances, to defire to have their Com-
rades ingulpht in the fame Mifery. '

B E it which of thefe it will, My, Fea did cer-
tainly prevail with Gow to be the Infirument to
write to them, and to joyn as it were with Mr.
Fea’s Stratagem to draw them on Shore, without
which they had not come, at leaft not at thatTime,
and f{o they faid afterwards, upbraiding him with
having betray’d them; and yet it {feems plain ton,
that when they went they took it for granted that
they fhould be made Prifoners, by their Exclamati-

ong
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ons one to another, and by their fharing the Z.luiiey
among them, as is faid above. 5 '

IT was indeed a moft agreeable Sight, to fee
fuch a Crew of defperate Fellows fo tamely fur-
render to a few almoft naked Countrymen, and to
fee them fo Circumvented by one Gentleman, that
they were rendred quite Ufelefs to themfelves, and
to their own Deliverance ; the want of a Boat was
as much to them as an adtual Imprifonment ; nay,
they were indeed in Prifon in their Ship, nor was
they able to fiir one way or other, Hand or Foot ;
it was too Cold to fwim over to the Ifland and feize
the Boat, and if they had, unlefs they had done it
immediately at firft, the People on Shore would
have been*too ftrong for them ; fo that they were
as fecure on board the Ship, as to any Efcape they
could have made, as they were afterwards in the
Condemn’d Hold in Newgate.

AGAIN, never were Pcople more foolifhly
Circumvented when they had a Boat and Conve-
niences, for had they gone on Shore then, while
they had a Boat, tho’ it was but their {mall Boat,
yet going at twice, twenty, or five and twenty Men
of them, they might have repair’d and launch’d
Mr. Fea’s great Boat, in {pite of all he could have
done to hinder it, and then, if they could not have
got their Ship off, they might have come away, as
the Fellows did, with their own Boat, and might
foon have found Means to get a bigger Boat 6n the
Coaft, either of Scotland or England, and getting
on Shore in the Night in any convenient Part of
England, might have difpers’d,and mixt themfelves
among the People, and made an cffectual Efcape.

But their End was apparently at hand 5 Juftice
was ready for them, their Crimes had ripen’d them
for the Gallows, and the Gallows claim’d them ;
their Time was come, and it was not in their

Power to avoid it,
- I ain
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« T am the longer upon this particular Part becaufe
it is o very remarkable, and the Circumftances of
it are fo unaccountable: That the Boatfwain fhould
conie on Shore with his Boat, and no more but four
Men, thinking to fire and plunder Mr. Fea’s Houfe
with that little Crew ; as if he could imagine Mr.
Fea, who they knew was alarm’d and had been
acquainted with what they were, fhould have no
Body at all with him, or that he could ftorm his
Houfe with that lictle Force.

THEN t2at he fhould be wheedled into an Ale
Houfe by a finrgle Gentleman ; s if he world have
ventur'd himfelf into an Ale Houfe with them if
he had not had help at Hand to refcue him if any

thing had been offered to him.

" THEN, which was {till worfe, that they fhould
be taken with the old Bite of having the Gentleman
call’d out of the Room, when they were together,
as if he could have any Bufinefs to talk of there
but to lay a Trap for them, and which, if they had
their Eyes about them, or, as we might fay, any
Eves in their Heads, they might have feen into
eafily enough. -

AND to conclude this {cene of Madnefs and
Folly together, they came all away and left their
Boat, with no Body either in her to keep her
a float, or near her to guard and defend her: No-
thing but Men infatuated to their own Deftrution,
and condemn’d by the vifible Hand of Heaven to
an immediate Surprize, could have been {o ftupid ;
they might have been fure, if there were any Peo~
ple in the Ifland, they would if pofiible fecure
their Boat 5 and they ought at leaft to have confi«
dered the forlorn Condition of the reft of their
Company in the Ship, without a Boat to help
themifclves: But blinded by their inevitable Fate,
in 4 Word, they run into the Snare with their Eyes

open g
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boén 5 they flood as it were looking on, and faw
themfelves taken before it was done.

- NAY, fomeof the Men were heard to {ay, that
if their Captain, Gow himfelf, had but faid the
Word,they were able to have built 2 Boat on Beard,
with fuch ftuff as they could have pull’d from the
Sides and Ceilings of the Ship, at leaft big encugh
to have gone out to Sea, and {ailing along the Coalt,
have either found a better, or feiz’d upon fome
other Veflel in the Night, {fo to have made their
Efcape. | ‘

BUT never Creatures were taken {o tamely,
trick’d {o eafily, and fo entirely difabled from the
leaft Defence, or the leaft Contrivance for their
Efcape; even Gow himfelf, who, as I faid before,
never wanted a refolute Courage or Prefence of
Mind before, and was never daunted by any Diffi.
culties, yet was now {happ’d under a pretence of a
Hoftage, delivered, and being himnfelf taken and
difarm’d, -yields himfelf to be made a Tool of, to
bring all the reft to yield at Difcretion.

IN a Word, they were as void of Counfel as of

Courage ; they were outwitted on every Occafion ;.

they could not {:e in the open Day what any one

elfe would have felt in the Darky but they dropp'd.

anfenfibly into Mr, Fea’s Hand, by one, and two,
and three at a time, as if they had told him before
hand, that if he went on with his Stratagem, he
fhould befure to have them all in his Cuftody very

quickly : And tho’ every one, asfaft asthey went
on Shore, were made Prifoners, and fecurd, yet

the other were made believe they were at Liberty,
and were {imple enough to come on Shore to them.

EVERY thing we can {ay of the blindnefs

and folly of thefe People, who Heaven having de- |
termin’d to Punithment, demented and blinded to |
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dity and blindnefs, is a juft Panegyrick upon the
Condu¢t of that Gentleman, by whofe happy Con.
du&, and the dextrous Turn he gave to every Inci-
dent which happen’d in the whole Affair, was,
indeed, the principal Means of their being all ap-
prehended. '

H A D this Gentleman, knowing their Strength
and Number was fo great, being four times as many
Men as he had about him, and better provided for
Mifchief, than he was for Defence ; had he, as it
feems others did, fled with his Family over the
Firth, or Arm of the Sea which parted his Ifland
from the reft,by which they had fecur’d themfelves
from Danger ; cr had he, with the few Men and
Fire Arms which he had about him, fortified and
defended themf{elves in his Houfe, and refolv’d to
defend themfelves there, the Pirates had in all
probability gone off again, left him, and made
their Efcape: Nay, if they had run their Ship
a-ground, as they afterwards did, and tho’ they
had been oblig’d to lay her Bones there, they
would however have got away fome Boat off the
Shore, to have made a Long-boat of, and have
made their Efcape along the Coaft, till they came
to Newcaftle upon Tyue, and there nothing had been
more eafy than to have feparated and gone to
London, {ome in one Ship, fome in another ; or, as
one of them propos’d, they fhould have found fome
Coafting Bark or other riding near the Shore, which
they might have boarded, and fo gone off to Sea
which way they pleas’d,

BUT they were come a great Way to bring
themfelves to Juftice, and here they met with it in
the moft remarkable Manner, and with {uch Cir-
cumitances as I believe are not to be 1mitated in

he World. _

W HE N they were all on Shore, and were told
that they were Prifoners, they began to re aflume

a
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4 kind of Courage, and to look upon one another,
asif to lay hold on {fome Weapons to refift ; and
’tis not doubted but if they had had Arms then in
their Hands, they would have made a defperate
Defence : But it was too late, the thing was all
over, they {aw their Captain and all their Officers
in the fame Condition, and there was no room for
Refiftance then ; all they could have done had
been only to caufe them to be the more effeCtually
fecur’d, and perhaps to have had fome or other of
them knock’d on the Head for Example 5 fo fecing
there was no Remedy they all fubmitted quietly,
and were {oon difpers’d one from another,till more
ftrength came to carry them off, which was not
ong.

'I$HUS ended their defperate Undertaking,
Heaven having by a vifible Infatuation upon them-
felves, and a Concurrence of other Circumitances,
brought them all into the Hands of Juftice, and
that by the perticular Bravery and Conduct of one
fingle Gentleman, I mean Mr. Fea, who {o well
manag’d them, that, as above, having .at firft but
five or {ix Men with him, he brought the whole
Company partly by Force, and partly by Strata-
gem, to {ubmit, and that without any lofs of
Blood on one fide or other.

AMONG the reft of the Papars found on board
the Ship, was the following Copy of a Draft, or
Agreement of Articles, or Orders, or what you |
pleafe to call them,which were to have been Sign'd, '
and were for the Dire&ien of the Men, whether
on Shore or on Board, when they firft came to an
Anchor 1n the Orkneys.

THEY would, I {fuppofe, have been put up
upon the Mainmaft if they had had longer Time,
but they foen found Articles were of no Value
with fuch Fellows ; for the going away with the
L.ong-Boat, and ten Men in her, confounded all

' their
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their Meafures, made them jealous and afraid of
one another, and made them a& afterwards as if
they were under a General Infatuation or Pofieffion,
allways Irrefolute and Unfettled, void of any
Forecaft or reafonable Actings; but having the
Plunder of Mr, Fea’s Houfe in their View, when
they fhould have chiefly regarded their ownSafety,
and making their Efcapes they pufh’d at the leaft
Significant, tho’ moft diflicult Part, and which was
their Ruin in the Undertaking, when they fhould
at firft have {ecured their Lives, which, at leaft to
them, was the Thing of the moft Value, tho’ the
eafieft at that Time to have fecur’d.

BY this prepofterous Way of Proceeding they
drew themfelves into the Labyrinth and were de-
firoy’d, without any poflibility of Recovery ; nay,
they muft have perifh’d by Hunger and Diftrefs, if
there had been no Body to' have taken them Pri-
{oners ; for having no Boat to fupply them with
Neceffaries, their Ship faft a-ground upon a barren
and uninhabited Ifland, and no way to be fupply’d,
they were themfelves in the ntmoft Defpair, and 1
think it was one of the kindeft Things that could
be done for them, te bring them off, and hang
them out of the way. |

Their foolifh Articles were as follows, (viz.)

I. THAT every Man fhall obey his Commander
in all Refpets, as if the Ship was his own, and
we under Monthly Pay.

II. THAT noMan fhall give or difpofe of the
Ship’s Provifions, whereby may be given Reafon
of sufpicion that every one hath not an equalShare.

III. THAT no Man fhall open or declare to
any Perfon er Perfons what we are, or what Defign
we
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we are upon 3 the Offender fhall be punith’d with
PDeath upon the {pot.

IV. THAT no Man fhall go on Shore till the
Ship is off the Ground, and in readinefs to put to

Sea.

V. THAT every Man fhall keep his Watch
Night and Day, and precifely at the Hour of
]:.Jght leave of Gaming and Drinking, and every
one repair to their refpective Stations.

VI. WHOEVER .Olfends fhall be »unifh’d
with Death, or otherwife, as we fhall find proper
for our Intereft.

N. B. This Draft of Articles feems to be im-
pelfe& and as it were only begun to be made, for
that there were {everal others intended to beadded,
but 1t was fuppos’d that their Affairs growing def-
perate, their Long-Boat gone, aud the Boatiwain
and Boat’s Crew, in the Pinnace or fmaller Boat
gone alfo, and made Prifoners, there was no more
need of Arncles, nor would any Bedy be bound by
them if they were made ; {o the farther making of
Orders and Articles were let alone.

THESE that were made were written with
Gow’s own Hand, and ’tis {uppos’d that the refk
would have been done fo too, and then he would
have takeu care to have them executed; but he
{oon found there was no Occafion of them, and
make no Queftion but all their other Papers and
Articles of any kind were deftroy’d.

BEING now all fecur’d and in Cuftody in the
moft proper Places in the Ifland, Mr. Fea took care
to give Notice to the proper Officers in the Country,
and by them to the Government at Edenburgh, in

order to get help for the carrying them to L:fglmzd
The
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The Diftance being fo great, this took up fome
Time, for the Government at Edewburgh being
not immediately concern’d in it, but rather the
Court of Admiralty of Great Britain, Expreflcs
were difpatch’d from thence to Eondon, that his
Majefty’s Pleafure might be known ; in return to,
which, Orders were difpatch’d into Scotland to
have them immediately fent up to England, with
as much Expedition as the Cafe would admit; and
accordingly they were brought up by Land to
Edenburgh firft, and from thence being put on
Board the Greybound Frigate, they were brought
by Sea to England. :

T H IS neceffarily took up a great deal of Time,
{o that had they been wife enough to improve the
Hours that were left, they had almoft half a years
time to prepare themfelves for Death; tho’ they
cruelly deny’d the poor Mate a few Moments to
commend his Seul to, God’s Mercy, even after he
was half Murther’d before : I fay, they had almoft
half a year, for they were moft of them in Cufto-
dy the latter end of Fannary, and they were not
Executed till the 1 1th of Fune.

T HE Greybound arriv’d in the River the 26th,
of March, and the next day came to an Anchor at
¥ oolwich, and the Pyrates being put into Boats ap-
pointed to receive them, with a ftrong Guard to at-
tend them, were brought on fhore the 3oth, and
convey’d to the Marfbalfea Prifon in Soutbwark,
where they were deliver’d to the Keeper of the
{2id Prifon, and were laid in Irons, and there they
had the Mortification to meet their Lieutenant #il-
liams, who was brought home by the Argyle Man
of War from Lisbon, and had been committed to
the fame Prifon but a very few days.

INDEE D as it was a Mortification to them,
{o it was more to him, for tho’ he might be {fecret-
1y pleas’d, thatthole who had fo Cruelly, gs”%é’

CaL
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call’d it, put him into the Hands of Juftice, by
the fending him to Lisbon, were brought into the
~ fame Circumftances with himfelf; yet on the o~
ther hand, it could net but be a terrible Mortifica~
tion to him, that here now were fufficient Wit-
nefies found to prove his Crimes upon him, which
were not {o eafie to be had before,

BEI N G thus laid faft, it remain’d to pro-
ceed againit them in due form,. and this tcok up
fome longer time ftill.

O N Friday the 2d of .4pril, they were all car-
ry’d to Doltors-Commons, where the proper Judges
being prefent they were Examin’d, by which Ex-
amination due Meafures were taken for the farther
Proceedings ; for as they were not equally Guilty,
fo it was needful to determine who it was proper to ;
bring to an immediate Tryal, and who being lefs
Guilty, were more proper Objeéls of the Govern-
ments Clemency, as being under force and fear,
and confequently neceflitated to A& as they did 5
and alfo whoit might be proper to fingle out as
Evidence againdt the reft 5 after being thus Exa-
min’d, they were remanded to the Marfhalfea.

O N Saturday the gth, of May, the five who
were appointed for Evidence againft the reft, and
whofe Names are particularly fet down in its Place,
were fent from the Marfhalfea Prifon to Newgate,
in order to give their Informations.

BEIN G thus brought up to Londesn, and com-
mitted to the Marfhalfea Prifon, and the Govern-
ment being fully inform'd what black uncom-
mon Offenders they were, it was thought proper to
bring them to {peedy Juftice.

I N corder to this, fome of them, asis faid, who
were lefs Criminal than the reft, and whoapparent=
1y had been forc’d into their Service, were formed
out,and being examin’d, and giving firft an Account
of themfclves, and then of the whole Fraternity,

it
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it was thought fit to make ufe of their Evidence;
for the more clear detecting and convincing of
the reft. Thefe were George Dobfon, Fobn Lhinnes,
Timothy Murphy, William Booth.
~“THESE were the principal Evidence, and

were Indeed more thon {ufficient ; for they {o ex-
altly agreed in their Evidence, and the Prifoners
(Pirates) faid {o little in their Defence, that there
was no room for the Jury to queftion their Guilt,
or to doubt the Truth of any part of the Account
given in. |

ROBERT RE AD was a young Man (mentis
oned above) who efcap’d from the Boat in the Ork<
zneys, and getting a Horfe at a Farmer’s Houfe,
was convey’'d to Kirkwall, the chief Town of the
faid Orkuneys, where he forrendered himfelf : Ne-
verthelefs he was brought up with the reft as a Pii~
foner, nor was he made ufe of as an Evidence,
but was try’d upon moft, if not all the Indict-
ments, with the reft. But Dokfon, one of the
Witnefles, did him the Juftice to teftifie, that
he was forced into their Service, as others were,
for fear of having their Throats cut, as others
had "been ferv'd before their Faces ; and that,
in particular, he was not prefent at, or con=
cern’d in any of the Murthers for which the
réft were Indi€ted ;3 upon which Evidence, he
was Acquitted by- the Jury. J-{i4

A LSO he Irought one Archibald Sutor, the
Man cof the Houfe, faid above to be ‘a Farm-
Houfe, whether the faid Read made his Efcape
1 thé Orkueys, who teftified that he did {o Efcape
to him, and that he begg’d him to procure him
4 Horfe to ride off to Kivkwall, which he did,
and- that there he furrender’d himfelf: Alfo he
teitified that Read gave him (Sutor) a full Ac-
count of the 8hip,  and of ‘the Pirates that
were i Dery and  what they were ;3 and he

| (Sutor)
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{Sutor) difcover’d it all to the Colle@®or of the
Cuftoms ; by which means the Country was a-
larm’d : And hé¢ added, that it was by this Man’s
means that all the Prifoners were apprehended
(tho’ that was a little too much too) for tis plain,
it was by the Vigilance and Courage of Mr,
Fea chiefly : They were reduc’d to fuch Diftref~
fes, as oblig’d them to furrender.

HOWEVER itwas true that Read”s Efcape
did allarm the Country, and that he merited
very well of the Puablick, for the timely Dif-
covery he made: So he came off clear, as indeed
it was but Juft; for he was not only forc’d to
ferve them, (as ahove) but as Dobfon teftified:
for him, he had often exprefs’d his Uneafinefs,
as being oblig’d to a& with them, and that he
wilh’d he cou’d get away ; and that he was Sin-
cere in thofe Withes; as appear’d in that he
took the firft Opportunity he could get to pug
it in Practice, |

W, B, This Dobfon was one of the ten Men
who ran away with the Pirates Long-Boat from
the Orkneys, and who were afterwards made
Prifoners in the Firth of Leigh, and carryed
up to Edinburgh. ' ‘

G O ¥ was now a Prifoner among the reft in
the Marfhalfea ; his Behaviour there was Sullen
and Relerv'd, rather than Penitent : It had
been hinted to him by Mr. Fea, as others, that
he fhould endeavour, by his Behaviour, to make.
himfelf an Evidence againft others, and to me-
rit his Life by a ready Submiffion, and obli-
ging others to do the like. But Gow was no
Fool; and he eaﬁlgr faw there were too many
gone before who had provided for their own
Safety at his Expence : And befides that, he

knew himfelf too deeply guilty of Cruelty and
' X Murtheg
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Murther, to be excepted by the publick Juftice
as an Evidence, efpecially were {o many otheg
lefs Criminals were to be had. This, I fay, made
him, and with good Reaftn too, give over any
Thoughts of Efcaping by {fuch means as that:
And perhaps feeing {o plainly that there wasg
no Room for it, might be the Reafon why he
feem’d to reje&k the Offer : otherwife he was
not a Perfon, of {uch nice Honour, as that we
fhould fuppofe he would not have fecur’d his
own Life at the Expence of his Comrades.
.BUT, as I fay, Gow was no Fool: So he
feem’d to give over all Thought of Life, from
the firft time he came to ZEwngland 5 not that he
fhew’d any Tokens of his Repentance, or any
Sence of his. Condition, fuitable to what was
before him : But continuing (as above) Sullen
and Referv’d, even to the very time he was
bronght to the Bar: When he came there, he
could not be try’d with the reft ; for the Arraign-
ment being made in the ufual Form, he refuted
to Plead: The Court ufed all the Arguments;
which Humanity Di&ates in {fuch Cafes, to pre-
vail on him to come into the ordinary Courfe
of other People in like Government ; laying bes
fore him the Sentence of the Law in fuch Ca-
fes . namely, that he muft be prefs’d to Death,
the only ‘torturing Execution which remains in
~our Law ; which however they were oblig'd ta
Inflict.

BU T he ‘continued Inflexible, and carryed
on his Obftinacy to fuch a height, as to receive
the Sentence in Form, as ufval in fuch Cafes,
¢he Execution being appointed to be done the
next Morning, and he was carryed back to Newgate
jn order to it : But whether he was prevailed
with by Asgument, and the Realons of télofe

" about
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about him; or whether the Apparatus for the
Execution, and the manner of the Death he
was to dye, terrified him, we cannot fay 5 but
the next Morning he yielded, and petitioned to
be allow'd to Plead, and be admitted to be
try’d in the ordinaay Way ; which being grant-
ed, he was brought to the Bar by himftlf, and
pleaded , being arraign’d again upon the
fame Indi&tment, upon which he had been fen-
tenc’d as a Mute, and was found Guilty.

WILLIAMS, the Lieutenant, who, as has
been {aid, was put on Board a Briffol Ship, with
Orders to deliver him on Board the firft Exn-
glifh Man of War they thould meet with ; comes
of Courfe to have the reft of his Hiftory made
up m this Place. :

T HE Captain of the Briffol Ship, tho’ he re-
ceiv'd his Orders from the Crew of Pirates and
Rogues, whofe Inftru¢tions he was not oblig'd
to follow ; and whofe Accufation of Williais,
they were not oblig'd to give Credit to; yet
pun&tually obey’d the Order, and put him on
Board the Argyle, Captain Bowler, then lying in
the Port of Lisbon, and bound for England, who,
as they took him in Irons, kept him {0, and brought
him to Ewugland in the fame Condition.

BUT as the Pirates did not fend any of
their Company, nor indeed could they do it
along with him, to be Evidence againft him
and the Men who went out of the Pirate Ship,
on Board a Briffol Ship, being till then kept
as Prifoners on Board the Pirate Ship, and per-
haps could not have faid enough, or given par-
ticular Evidence {ufficient to convi& him in g
Court of Juftice. Providence fupply’d the Want;
by brinking the whole Ciew to the fame Place,
(tor Williams was in the May/fhalfca Prifon before
them) and by that meaus furnithing fafficient

Iz Evidence
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Evidence againft Williams alfo, fo that they were
all try’d together. |

I N William’s Cafe the Evidence was as par-
ticular as in Gows 5 and Dobfon and the other fwore
politively, that Williams boafted, that after Mac-
canly had cut the Super Cargo’s Throat imperfeétly,
he (Willzams) did his Bufinefs, that is to fay mur-
ther’d him ; and added, that he would not give him
Time to f{ay his Prayers, but {hot him thro’ the
Head : Phinues and Timothy Murphey teftifying
the fame., And to thew the bloody Difpofition of
this Wretch, William Booth teftifyed that Williams
propos’d afterwards to tite Company, that if they
took any more Ships, they fhould not incumber
themfelves with the Men, having already fo ma-
ny Prifoners, that in Cafe of a Fight they fhould
not be fafe with them ; but that they thould take
them and tye them Back to Back, and throw them
ail over board into the Sea.

I'T fhould not be emitted herc alfo in the Cale
of Gow himfelf, that as I have obferv’d in the
Introduction, that Gow had long meditated the
kind of Villainy which he now put in Praltice,
and that it was his Refolution to turn Pyrate the
ficft Gpportunity he fhould get, whatever Voy-
age he undertcok, and that I obferv'd he had ins
tended it on Beard a Ship in which he came home
from Lisbon, but fail’d only for wantof making
a fufficient Party; fo this Refclutian of his, 1s
Confirm’d by the Teftimony and Confeflion of
Fames Belvin, one of his fellow Criminals, wha
upon the Tryal declar’d, that he knew that Gow
{and he added the Crew of the George Galley)
had a Defign to tura Pyrates from the beginning,
and added, that he diftover’d to George Dobfon 12
Amfterdam, before the Ship went out to Sea;
ipr the Confirmation of this, Doifon wascall’d up

' g
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again, after he had given his Evidence upon the
Tryals, and being confronted with Belvin, he
did acknowledge that Belvin had faid fo, and
that in particular he had faid, the Boatfwain
and feveral Others had fuch a Defign, and in ef-
“pecial Manner, that the faid Boatfwain had 2
Defign to Murther the Mafter, and fome O-
thers, and run away with the Ship ; and being
ask’d what was the Reafon why he did not im-
mediately Difcover it to the Mafter Captain
Ferneau 5 he anfwer’d, that he heard him Relvin
tell the Mate of it, and that the Mate told the
Captain of it; but that the Captain made light
of it; and that tho’ he was perfuaded not to
let the Boatfwain go along with them, yet the
Captain faid, he fear’d them mnot, and would
ftill take him ; but that the Boat{wain finding
himfelf Difcever’d refus’d to gos; wupon which
Gow was nam’d for Boatfwain, but was made
fecond Mate, and then Belviz was made Boat-
fwain, and had he been as Honeft afterward, as
before, whereas on the contrary, he wasas for-
ward and active as any of them, except that
he was not in the firft Secret, nor in the Mur-
thers, he might have efcap’d what afterwards
became {o juftly his Due: But as they iAéted
together, Juftice requir’d they fhould Suffer,
and accordingly Gow and Williams, Belvin, Mel-
vin, Winter, Peierfon, Rollfon, Mackawley, re-
ceiv’d the Reward of their Cruelty and Blood at
the Gallows, becing all Executed together the
11th, of Fane.

N. B. GOW as if Providence had dire&ed
that he fhould be twice Hang'd, his Crimes be-
ing of a Two-fold Nature, and both Capital ,
foon after he was turn’d off, fell down from

the
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¥he Gibbet, the Rope breaking by the Weight of
fome that pull’d his Legs to put him out of Pain s
he was ftill alive and fenfible, tho’ he had Hung
four Minutes, and able to go up the Ladder the
fecond Time, which he did with very little Con-

I, cern’d, and was Hang’d again ; and {ince that a
third Time (viz.) in Chains over-againft Green-
wich, as Williams is over-againft Blackwall,

F I N I:&
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