NCTRIY,
Hanlks
Lineoln

Pulblie
Lilbrary












.
¥
e

:"' '\
i e M,

\

f"()mu TERRITORY, 58

.~ AND A TRANSLATION OF LETTERS ¥ROM & :
?u.'n:n menrr, WRITTEN IN 1817,
™ iy -e‘r - & r"
._....-,., a*q.: L6130 ! E—
?m* D 1§ Lg'oox
.' : HE ] z& axp Porimicar Discorrse ox War, &)
. g.-.
- 6.#..:*:..——-——
I b \qu KY. .
PRIJVTL‘D FOR THE AUIIIOR,
pi B, John Lyte,
@ \r" e .
L
e AR | >
| e ;ﬁ.g:, '_,,/ '
u"fﬁ:ilrl“.r rigly | ’:;"-‘l i .







- - »
=
- o

- RECOMMENDATIONS, ~

™~

g i =  Winchester, October 28th 1817,
Having just returned from a visit to the Missouri Territory, 1
@as rquested by the Author of the “Late Account” of that cumtry
to examine his manuscript-—=which so far as § explored the coun-
try is cerrect——and I think the Account well worthy of publiczy

i, - ta._s. CUNNINGHAM.

1 ik
i ! : - Paris, Cet. 31s¢ 1817.

f ll:xv‘e‘uketched with sothe attention Mr M .dox’s “Late Accounf
»f the Missouri Territory” From the knowledge 1 have been ens-
bled to acquire of that country by writers and explorers, Iam diss

ﬁmd to attribute to the n, correctness and accuracy.
is divisions of subjects, appear . s and his style, pleasant
and interestiug. summary it will ve, comprized compara-
tively in few to the ple of the United States, who at thiy

time feel alively interest in being well informed concerning that
imn region, combined with the merit of the work, ought to ens
ti gnumi&nbhthfedthopyﬂnpumge.'nu

l-- o ' Parie, Oct. Slat 1817. -

Having hastily glanced over Mr. D. T. Madox's “Account of the/
Mirsouri Territory.” From the observations Ihave been able to

muke in part personally, and the informationd have had anopportu-
correctness)

nity otherwise to receive, 1 have no doubt of ils ‘

His subj are certainly. interesting, and his descriptive  portraits
vivid. tide of emigration will for centuries to come, continue
rolling to the west. Whatever tends to give a tolerably just view
of this part of the threshold of a new world cannot fail to be useful. 3o
well as to excite the liveliest interest. All who feel disposed, and
who have had opportunites of information, should theref e be en-
couraged to contribute to the stock Mr Madox’s effor? Zems to
me well worthy of publication, so fur s 1 have looked over it j—and €

Ligye no doubt his outlines yet unfilled; will form a useful addition. ¥
: J. BLEDLSOW

e o
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. Winchester, Nov. 3rd 1817,

I (]
£ nave hastily perused Mr. D T. MadoxX’s “ Late Account of the
Missouri Territory.”” From the information I have received of that
comntry, as + cil as some little knowiedge | possess of it, 1 amen«
ti . persuaded of his correctness. The snbjects on which he treats
a aghly interesting to a great portion of the American people,
a1 e style of the work, will no doub: be pleasing to the Public. |
T wissouri Territory begins already to attract considerable attens
tio: » most of the states, and particularly, in the middle and south-
ern, ~d wformztwm of the kind which the present work exhibits,
- wull be =xtremely usefui to those who feel disposed to explore, o

getue the country. : ‘
o WALLER TAYLOR. =
pr . L

Winchester, Nov. 5th 1817,

- ]
Uaving partially examined the annexed pages, intended for pub-
lice o us far us my informatiotexiends I accord in opinion with

the Juregoing GortafiGutes of Mossrs, Mille, Bledsoe Taylor &e.
' H. TAYLOR,

Winnheater, Nov. 4th 1817.

. Feeling myself interested in the welfure of the publick in general
and having a desire for the extension of knowledge, and the en.
ment of literature, amongst the peoplc of the United States
as well the Historical acconnts of the vast country to the westward
as o her parts. And having had a cursory view of a manuscript
presented by Mr D T. Madox, giving son.e account o the Missou-
ri, and its extensive uncultivated regions. I bave no hesitation in
saying agreeable to the information I have had of that country, that
it exhibits a very correct st.tement of the same, and will in my opine
ion pruve interesuing to the reade., and advantageous to those wher

sdreaturers to that country.
g : A STEPHEN TRIGGY

»




\ APOLOGY.

T'E following pages are published at the re.
quest of @ distinguished fellrv citizen now in the
service of his country. The noteswere tal-en di.

ring a tour-through the country, which they at-

tenpt to describe, in the most unfuvora'le season of

the year—amidst difficulties whick precluded a full
and complete investigation of th: suljects introy
ced ; and which is now compiled under circunz
stances not very favourable to successfid compose.
tion.

To these causes many of' their imperfections
may with truth be aseribed ; many more to thé
want of tal-nts and information in the writer.

The Map of the Jlissourt Territory, orginally
intended to accompany this publication, is necess”
tously omitted for the want of m Engrav. r,

Laris, Kentuclky, Nov. Oth 1817,
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{NTRODUCTORY ADD"ES$

Do a Fricnd at the City of /Washington,

¥ had just returned, my dear friend, from a pedestrian
tour througn the wilds of the Missouri. winn 7 ~eceived
your missive « . . *and I had fondly hoped tiat your so»
Jicitude on the subjects of our former corresponde;ice was
subsided ; but your anxiety seems increased by dissa rpointe
ment rather than diminished by delay.

You require that [ should give you a more detatied ace
couit of the Geographical, Agricultural, Commerciai, and
Srati~tical reiations of this interesting section of tue A neri-
c+n union ; but you have not rightly appreciated ti.e d -
culties attending ~uch an undertaking . . . . Atourtir uzh
these immense regions, unaided by scientific appuvarus;
and that too, ina season of the year when nature was s pt
of er verdant robes, and the glories of the torests were ud
low. could afford the correspendent but hittle matter <t ¢
for the pen or the pencil. . . .yel, to he ingenuous fi.cud,
" in whose bosom no“gall of malignant criicisin™ resiies, 1

may venture to submit the most insipient cflusivns.ol y
penand heart * - - and to exclaim in the language of the
p.-niUhtipiliC PO tm—
@ ¢ s e »s 8@ c[sought sofair
In u! the dewy landscape of the spring
In o bright eye of Hesper orthe wiorn
I: uawure’s fairest fors, 1s ought so fair
. As virwuous friendship; as r.¢ candid blush
Of him who sttives with fortune o be just:
"The graceful tear that streams for other’s woes @



iy INTRODYCTORY ADBRESS!

~ Tn the investigation of thisportion Jf Liouisiana, as well ag
of most parts of the United States, and particularly of the*|
western country, 7Zourists have afforded but little inforina-
tion, calculated to aid us in a knowledge either of its phys-
ical or natural history. They have been either the creat-
ures of land-jobbers, employed to encourage the sale of
lands, otherwise unsaleable, or else foreign birelings, obse-
qicusly volunteering in publications, redundant inthe most
pu ‘riie falsehonds —pu-nosely designed 19 destroy it possi-
ble, the last assylum of oppressed humanity! And cven
the Geographers ot our own country, either tarough n gii-
geuce,or the want of thie means of information, Lave imposed
statoments on the public contrary. to the dignity of truth and
science By both we are left to marvel at impossibilities,
an' 10 deplore the want of solid information.” The 8esckip-
tion ofa ¢ave, a mound, or a :nammoth, nay indeed a nuse
the curious, instruct the ingenious, and gratify u e plituso-.
pher; but they are poor stuff to feed th* laborious part of
mankind on long »t.a ume.

You are weli apprised, however of tie difficulties of ac-
oura‘ely describing a country so little known as that west of
the Mississipi—a country yet unsurveyed—Dbut partially ex-
perimented on e ther by the Agriculturalist, the Geologst,
the Botanist, or the Statesmain—Dbut, whose generous bosom
offer s tu the researches of each, whatever wealth, curiosity,
taste, genius, or a laudable emulation, can excite—a coun-
try, in short of all others the best adapted to. commercial in-
tercsts, and the most accessible to the investigations of
science, and philosophy, wiichever enterprise and industry,
shall have removed the obstacles which at present impede
their progress.

But whilst I apologise for my own incapacity to do juse
tice to the subject, and for the many errors and defects with
wiich the foilowing sheets may be pregnant, it would be in-
justice to those who have gone before me not to admit that
thiey must have found an equai, and perhaps a greajer num-
ber ol i .congruous materials. which neither they nov my-elf;
cuu o possibly arrang € into order and perspicuity.

INu couiiry can be accuratcly described, until it s accu-
ratesy surveved——a truth not sufhciently attended to, althd’
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ghe whole scierce of Geogiripny, as well as political Statis-
gics depend upun it; and however well caiculated the ar-
raigewer s of the government of the United States may be
20 ubviate these objections withiu the districts 1o wiich they
hoid the right of soii, there is yet one objecuioneven to trese
Juticious regulation—The Surveyor’s departmentis too tre-
quently r etailed out to individuals, but lhittie qualified for
" such appointients, and corsequently incupabie of affording
‘the government any considerable information on tie topogra=
phy of their new territories.  Sratistical Topugraghy, next
" to the fiscal conceras of a nation, s an object of the bighest
importziice. It was, in a greal measure owing to the stiict
“attention paid to this science, that the French nation were e-
‘nubled, under the most Pressing: opposition. to prosper -in
agiicuitereanq in arms. T foreign jealousies which the
rising glories of our free country continuc to excite, may
_ere long again involve us in a contest with a rude inuruuer,
But were we under the certain prospects of perpetual tran-
_ quuuty, the interests of scicnce, of commerce, of domestic
economy, and of public works all require that every sec 10D
oftie union should be accurately described and delivcaicd
Yoy, will perhaps consider these ren.arks as a bold and
_unpardonable digressiou trom the object of this fugiiive pub-
' Jicationy which ought to be appropriated o the informaion
~ of the fMventure, rather than to specuiations of political e«
conomy—And I can only excuse mysell by oftcring them
as an apology for the difficulues inio which 1 am reluctant-
Ay involved. .
- But I tire you with what is mere matter of opinion, before
I introduce you o the subjects about wiacn tual upiuol
_ehou d be employed. If you can excuse the vauity ~waich
‘#nduced me o exchange the famitiarity of episwolury cor-
respoudence, for the manner and arrangement of an ‘utlory
| Eun will afford one glimmer of hope for ti.e succes: ol Luis
«ule eHort to disseminate amongst our fzhow Cazeis @
pavi of tue mitormation wicn you so ardeully desile

: Addied

——

Lﬁ CUC/“‘, NW- 10”‘1 1817,
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CHAP. L

Discovery and Settlement.

[

|

!

l

’ THE Missouri Territory constitutes the largest
"pomon of the French dominions in North Amer-
ma, ipown by the name of Louisiana. That part
“of it Iving near theemouth of the Mississippi river,
'mow the state of Louisiana, in conscquence of i
contiguity to market, and the facilities of trade,
made an earlicr progress in population, agricul-
‘ture, and commerce.  The importance of this sec-
‘tion of the country was increascd too, by other
Jocal circumstances; for while it [)ObSt:SSLd a cli-
,'matc. cqually congenial, and a soil equally fertile
“with the other purts, it was more casily defend.d
‘by the parent country against the depradations of
- the savages, who connnudd to wage an uncon-
ditional warfare against the infant settlements of
‘the New World.

The discovery of the Gulph of St. Lawrence,
and the settlements made by the French on that
.giver about the time that the English were colo-
Mg ihe ntermcediate country on  tne Atlantic
occan, induced the former to convert their enterprise
‘nto stratagem: and by extending a line of posts
‘@p the St. Lawrence along the chain of lakes in the

l
f
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north and north-west to the head warters of the
Mississippi, thence down that river to its mouth,
they would have it completely in their power to
dr.ve the English off the continent. * Accordingly,
in the year 1680, M. de la Sulle, a Frenchuiia,
traversed the country by an inland journey, rom
Qucbec to the Mississippi. He was the first wiite
man who set foot on these devious wilds, ull now
the haunts of beasts of prey and Icrocious savag:s.
His adventurous example was however follod
by many of his countrymen, who for seventy years;
grew familiar with futigue, danger and privations,
and made a wilderness their own.  Whilst the
British *settlemehts on the Atlantic coasts were
marked as the victims of the tomahawk and the
sc.lpiug knife, the French soothed, or conciliated:
into friendship, the numerous tribes of saviges that.
irhabit the immense regions in the north and north-
west. \ ;

- Thus supportéd by an alliance with the Indians,
the French authorities in Canac'a, opered a com-
munication from the Gulph of S:. Lawrence, by
the way of the great Lakes tothe head waters of
the Mississippi, which they descended to its mouth;
estzblishing in their train, a line of posts at conve- |
nient intervals, until they had completely surroun-
ded the British colonies, or left them to be the yie-
tin.s of the savages, whom thcy had excited agzinst |
them. Causes sufficiently powerfnl to prevent an
_extension of the settlements on the onc part, und
to induce them enthe other,  Among those in the
weer ~ode b the French at 114 carly period, was
.post Vincwnnes, whicl, according to M. Volney,

~
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Lwas established in the year 1735, and consequent-
ly is nearly as eld as Philadelphia.

‘Erom this time till the year 1755, when hostil-
~ties broke out afresh between the two rival nations,
“nothing of importance transpired in. this part of the
“continent. Between this pericd and the year 1763,

the political affuirs on the continent took a turn ;
“England had defeated the French in Canada, and
by the treaty of that year had obtained a relinquish.
ment by that government, of all the territory on the
North ‘American continent, east of the M 1ssissippi,
emphatically denominated, the British colonies in
North America. .

The country. west of thé: Mississippi, with that
-part of the Floridas .lyin% west of the Perdido river
-was still retained by the French government, under

the general name of Lovistawa. This colony,
‘had, bowever, been transferred te Spain two years
‘before, by a sccret treaty, which was now confir-
‘med, and delivered accordingly. It remained un-
der the most bigoted government, which, notwith-
standing, exercised towards this particular province
‘the greatest lenity of any in the new world, till the
year 1803. By the treaty of St. Illdefonso in 1800,

Spain had re-ceded it to France, who sold it to the
d:'lqltcd States; and which was now formally ta-
ken possession af by the constituted authorities
-of that government,

The difficulty of governing such an immense
‘district of country on the territorial principlé; a
‘eountry measuring upwards of cleven hundred
‘miles from north to south, and an equal, ar perhaps
‘a greater extent fmm‘ea% to west—with thinly de-
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tached settlements in various dircctions induced
the United States to divide it inte two territories.
By an act of congress passed in March 1804, “all |
“that portion of country: ceded: bys France to the
United States, under the mame of Louisiana, which
_lies:south of the ‘Mississippi territory, and of an
" cast and west line to commence on the Mississippi
. river, at the 32. degree of north latitude, and to ex- |
1end west to the western boundary of the said cess. |
ion, shall constitute the territory. of the United
States, under the name of the territory of Orleans.”
- When this territory was erected into the State of
Louisiana, this northern boundary was extended
16 thie parallel of 33.7 defreesmorth il it intersccts |
the Red river, thence Seuth on the meredian till it
- strike- the:Sabine, which is - its western boundary
_ to the Gulph of Mexiecoo 1 - :
- By the twelfth section of the act of congress be-
fore quoted, *“The residue of the prbvinee -of
Louisiana, ceded to the, United States shall be call-
cd the district of Louisiana; >’ - since changed to
that of the Missourt Territory; which is the sub- |
ject of this memoi.

|
|
- p— i
|

& Lo CHAP. Il

Extent and Domndarics,

3£ we consider the Missourt territory in its whole |

_extent, and as constituting the remainder of Louisi-

. una, we shall find & country, though vague and
indefinite in itssboundarics, twice as large as the
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whoic oi the Atlantic states put together. -Such
-2 description, however it may be connected withy -
future subjects of political enquiry, bas nothing to
do with this sketch of that territory. |
I shall thercfore define its boundaties by the
Tegal settlements within the lemits to which the In-
dian title is extinguished. -Under tlus aspect it
will be found to be situated between 33. and about
42. degrees northlatitude; and between 10. and 17.
degrecs west longitude from the city of Washing-
ton. .Bounded on the east by the Mississippiriver, -
on the west by the Osage purchase, from a pont
three hundréd miles up the Misouri, funuing duc
south to the Arkunsas, themce including the Jegal
settlements, till it intersects the northern bouudary
of the state of Louisapa. In this extent,” it will
measure from north to south upwards of'six hun-
dred miles; from cast to west upwards-of four bun-: -
dred miles—more than four times as lurge as any
€tute in the union. | :
Recapitulation. If we take, then the Missis-
sippi river for its limit on the east, the parallel of 12
degrees north latitude, on the north, theringe of
mountains which seperate the waters of the Missisy
sippt from those of the Pacific Ocean, ontie west,
a.«l the northern boundary of the State of Louisizn
in latitude 33 degrees north, on the south ; we shail
have a district containing about 400,000 squarg
miles! six times as large as the State of Kentucky.
The section north of the Missour: river, and that
south of the Arkansas, are cach sufheient to form a
considerable state. But the intermediate country;
Iving between the Missouri and the Arkanses, ir-
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cluding the French and Spanish settlements and the
Osage purchase, ccnstitutes the principal body of
1his new territory ; and may be considered, next to
the State of Louisiana,. the most valuable tract in the
valley of the Missisipp.

1 give these as the supposed, and not the actuzl
Jimits of the territory :—Because they include the
whole of the settlements to which the Indian title s
er will probably be extinguished i any short time
and because, they contain the tract of country to
which my observations and researches have been
more particularly applied, and whicly is now exci-
ting so much interest in every part of the United
States as well as'in Europe.

It is here, indeed, that we see the reality of Mr. -
Jefferson’s remark in his inaugural speech to con-
gress ;- that  we have land enoughin the West far
the thousandth, and ten thousandth generation”’—=8z
and which is daily converted to the noblest purpo-=
ses, and  becoming an assylum for oppressed hu.
manity. - | *

et ma i)

CHAP IIL. }
i
|

Strtuatton and Aspect.

L

Ifwe take a mean latitude betweenthe northem
and southern extremities of this temitory, it wil
be found that the countries with which this section
of the United States corresponds, are thiose the most |
celebrated for the varicty and richness.of their pro-
ductions., In America, they arc the middlc
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o”Marylahd, Vir’%'inia, Tennessee and Kenin«:k}' ;
- Santa-fee in Mexieco—~Andalusia in Spain ; Syra-
cuse in the Island of Sicily ; "T'unis on the Meditei-
ranean ; the Cape of Good Haope in Africa;-and -
Japan in Ast.

The Mississippi river, afier rceeiving the: Mis-
souri from the west, continues for sevciral hundred -
miles, as if courting the reception of other tributa.-
ry streams, to approximate to the east ; tillmecting -
the beautiful Ohio, it rolls’ in a serpentine curve,
Lending westwardly again to the mouth ofthe Ar-
kansas, nearly on the same meridian‘with the mouth
of the Missouri. The distaniee between the mouths
of these two rivers on the meridian: is- about: three -
Imindred and cighty mies ; by the meanders of the
Mississippi it is nearly seven hundred miles. "T'he
face of the country east of this meridiin about on:
hundred miles inits greatest breadth is generally lev-
cl, sometimes swampy and-unmhabitabl:, bat well
timbered. - Hence we have apretty correct idea of
the form of thisterritory within the prescribed him-
its ;-which, but forthe curvature of the Mississipp?
on the cast, would apprpach nearer to that of an ob- -
long square than toany other geometrical figure.
"Fo the west for several hundred miles, the conntry
rises, sometimes abruptly into elevated knobs ;
sometimes from regular gridlations into level
plains ; the whole being disposed into such a pro-

riionable number of hills-and dales, of level and
inclincd plains, as to give to- it fertility, wariety,
healthfulness and beauty,

This is the general aspect of the middle latitudes,.
which I assumed abov?} in this comparative vicw..

2
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Or of the country lying between the Missourt and |
the Arkansas rivers.. The country to the north of
the former is equally diversified ,being inte
with prairies or meadows, which produce no timber,
covered with a: luxuriant growth of herbaceous
glants and grass for grazing cattle. These prairies
elong:te the alluvial formation. Many of. them
are low, wet, level, rich, andl exhibit the appearance
of recent formation ; othess, are elevated nearly to
a height of the surrounding country, and have the
appearance of_great antiquity. . That past: of the
territory lymmg southi of the Arkansas partakes of the
variegated aspect of that portion of the Mississippi
valley within the interior angle formed by. the Red
riavlgl; and’the main body of waters that wash this
Y - » : i
Inyordemocmnpkte the aspect of the gountry
north of the Missouri river, it will be necessary to
notice a peculiazity in the texture of the surface.
Ascending the river on this side from st. Charles,
there is a natural levee, or enbankment, rising
twenty or thirty feet above high water, which keeps
the river within its channel, and which rollingdow
to a level with the plain -beyond it, is generally
washed by ravines on itsexterior base. These rav~
ines, in eager pursuit of the river, break through
the immense mound of light seil, forming chasms,
parrow, deep anddangerous. The country beyond
these has a wavering surface, varied by ridges which
separate the running streams that irrigate the valley.
Within the assumed limits of this territery, there
ace neither lakés nor mountains of any size, except
a small range of the latter which lie between the
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Osage ard St. Francis rivers.. It is however, shel.
tered on the north-west from the chiliing blasts that
blow from these iminense frozen regions by a nage
of mountains of considerable elevation.

CHAP 1V. -
. |
Rivers and Nuvigatian,

| quge is perhaps, no country in the werld, the

- stagte of Louisina excepted,.so well  supplied:

with navigable rivers as the Missouri territory. It
is wached an the whole of its eastern limit by the
majestic Mississippi, bearing on its bosom the
wealth of the western world ; meandering. between
the latitudes of thirty five and forty two degrees of

'~ north latitude, pour the repid Missouri and Osage;

arallc] to these southward, glide the St. Francis &
hite rivers ; further southward still, 1s the beauti-
ful Arkznsas which runs obliquely seven hundred
miles from north-west 10 south-east, through the fi-
nest part of the territory.

But a more minute aid methodical enumeration
and description of them will be necessury to a
thorough knowledge of their grandeur, beauty and
atility.

In the first rank of these stands the mighty Mis.-
sissippi, which, whether it be considered with res-
pect to the quantity of watwr it pours into the cccan,
or the extent of the termitory it pervades, is second
to none on the globe. It occupies a space of near
twenty degrees of latitude, and “with 1its tribytary
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strenins 2bout forty five degrees of longitude; pervas
ding all that vast plain, bounded westwardly by the
snow or rocky mountains bordering on the Pacific

Ocean, and eastwardly by the western range of the
Aleganics—cmbracing with its confluent streams
upwards of thirty millions of squarc miles ! So pro-
foundly were the imaginations: of the 2borigines
impressed with the vast extent of its ramifications,
{re immense fountains which supply its ever rolling:
1ide, and the increasing majesty withwhich it ad-
vances towards the Ocean, that they confered upon
it the distinguished appellation of FaATnER oF
WaATERS.

The navigation of this river is so well knowd
that an accouidt of it here would be vain and unne-
cessary. Suffice it to say, that it is atall times pas-
sable for the largest vessels of inland- navigation.

Among the rivers that swell the Mississippi, and
next to it in majesty, is the Missouri.” This river
has been so amply described By Lewis and Clarke

- it e s—

that I shall only give that portion of it which lics

between its confluence with the Mississippi, in lati-
‘tude 3880 55 ; and Blackrock, three hundred
mil s up it.  Artke mouth cf this river is anls-
Jand-of alluvial formation, occasioned by the depo-
sition of scdiment bronght down the Missouri, &
which, being arrested by the franverse current of*
the Mississippi, is deposited liere. The channel
passes on both sides of the Island ; and always ad-
mits of an casy and safe passage in descending, &
when the Mississippi is” highest, it facilitates the
entrance in ascending.  The rapidity of its current’

however, whichis about four miles an hour, renders
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great diligence neceessary in both cascs, and in the
Yutter, it requires likewise much laboir.  But these
dificukies arc all surmounted by the dexterity of

“navigators, who transport with great profit the mer-

chandise of New Orieans several hundred miles a-
gainst the current.

This river is 870 yards wide at its mouth, and
varies but little in its width or depth as bigh up as
Blackrock. Its banks are generally more abrupt
and ekﬁ;\ted than theuti)ank:s ot the rivers on the east
of the Mississippi, and consequently less liable to in-
undationby. thepannual flood fromyabovc. These
floods gencrally commence about the first of March,
and continue from six weeks to two months—but
are often variable both in the time of their appearance
and thewrextent. The water of this river 1s never
clear, and at this time it assumes a dark muddy col-
our which renders its taste very unpleasant.

The M:ssouri has a number of tributary streams
which rise principally on the south side, There are
a sufficient number, however on the nocth, to give
varicty and convenience to the country.  Between
St.  Charles and Boons settlement may be reckon-
ed, Osage womans viver, €hurette river, Outer
river, May river, Little and great Monitou rivers,
'‘Good womans river, below Boon’s Salt works, and
the two. Charitous, on which the principal settle,
ments in that country have been made, and whicly
is now becoming the new bee-hive of the territorya
This river is navigable for small craft a considera-
ble distance. Those on the south, are,. Bon
Homme, St.  John’s, Buffiloe, Gasconadé¢; Osage,
Salt river opposite tho mouth of the Great Moniy
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tBu, and Mine river nearly opposite Boon’s Scttie- |
ment.  All these rivers will become  of consider-
able importance to the country which they irrigate;
but the Osaggeriver 133 miles from the mouth of the -
Missouri, 1s the largest and the most navigable.
Its course is from the south west, 197 yards wide
al its mouth; deep and gentle; and navigable - for
smali craft for several hundred miles, Its princi."
pal branches which afford navigationare the Nan-
gira, Grand river, Tork river, Cook’s and ‘Vermill-.
ion rivers,  ‘On the Nangira, about twenty miles
ffom its mouth, there is a curious eascade of more
than one hundred and fifty feet fall in the distance -
of four hundred yards; the water issucs- from a
large spring, and 1s precipitated over three +differ-
et ledges of rocks, and falling to the bottem, is

coliected -irito a beautiful basin, from ‘whence ‘i A |
flows into ‘this river, a consideable stream.* - Al '
‘ - d.i - ’ & !

¢ There i acurions and romantie tradition among the Jodians
réspecting tius caseade —Many moons before tﬁe white people vis-
ited this countrv, there resided on these waters two. tribes of Indi-
ans—The Kansis,or (sreat hunters; and the Mcoapas, or the wars
like. . . . The chrefof the Jatter hud an only danghter : Naxeina, |
or the beautifirl—Her futher was old um! worn down in war e
in the chase.~—and her mothay was already guie to prepare a baw-
quet for h.m where the Great Spirit had sppuinted Wis, cternal
hunting pround  Nangira hn.m friend but her aged parent—often -
had the gallunt vouths of he and the neighbouring tribes, bes §
sought the old man with presents of Buffiloc tongues and Beaveg®
skins, for the hand of Nangira— \nd often had the old chief consen-
tod—But Nangira would not-8he vun to the clifts; & looked towards -
the wotld of spirits—She had loved Pozcuco, who had becn slaif -
in buttle, by the enemy of her tribe, the young chief of the Kansass
The war—wﬁnop was still echoing, and the poisoned sirows Wwere.
still flying, when the fither of Nangtrg feill=<and the Mgaapas fed J
%@ the mountains for safety. : '

. A

‘ -
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-+ Among:thé tributary streams of the Mississippi,
he Arkansas ranks pext to the Missouri, p}_)ts
Jength is neafly two thousand miles and is naviga-
':Ble:at proper seasons for at deast one thousand miles.
s It 1s six hundred yards tvigde at its mouth ; is dcep,
seextle: and teansparent. s There is no river in the
- world whose navigation is more easy and safe. It
- may be ascended in loaded boats at the rate of three
hundred miles in twelve days. It has neither
kFapids, nor -dangerous rocks; and its shallows are
" ‘bard bottomed, wide and nuturally kept clear by
the current.- It is as beautiful as the Seine, and
¢ wants riathing but the hand of enterprise and indus-
«try- tocladorn and beautify its fertilc banks with
farms and villages. 2
For eight or nine hundred miles from its mout)
i1t reccives no considerable streams owing to the
1 wicmity of the waters of the-Missouri, the Kansas
sand the White river on the one side, and those of
.the Auachita and Red river on the other, The
.J; : l:'!"he fhhet and the Jover were no more—and Nangira had nothimg
“N:ft to hope far or to enjoy—Slie fled to the clifts, and casting 4
Jdonging look to ghewqudp of spirits, precipitated hersclf down the
cragged stee e was dashed in pieces !—Thé sympathising
' socks pushed out a flood of tears, which flow to' this day over .the

body of Nangira—Hence the name of the cascade and of the river.
. that washes its base,

“Unmoved, unconquered, bow’d to fates decree,
Sh. taught in chains the lesson to be free.”
Aikin Ep. on women.

I the Spirit of Nangira, a Laccdamonian  woman being asked by

r master what she understoed. ? Replied “ How to be frec.

And on his afterwards requiring of her something unworthy she
put herself to death, . Valcrus Max mus

’ 1 "y . 3 ' i
.
.
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- chief rivers“that fall into it are, the Verdigris;-Ne.
- gracka, Canadian & Grand rivers,  Many.bf “:l
“ have their sources i spri strongly smpre
with salt—Below the m%:nf thea:m
“ Jands are finely- tesselated -with bayoux: forming a
number of islands on eitherside of the Arkansas.
There 18 a remarkable communication between this
and the White river, connecting them tbgether
some distgnce from the Missisippl by means.of a
channel or bayou, ealled the Cut:off with a curront
sctting alternztely into.the one or the other, as th
flood 1n either happens to predominate. 1 s °
White river was but. little known till dately ;7 it
- joins the Missisippi about twenty miles above the
Arkansas, in latitude thirty four degrees narth. . It
is one of the most eligible rivers in this country,
and will at some future day become important, . Jt
rises in the Black ‘mountains which separate  the
waters of the Arkansas from these ot the Midsouri
and Mississippi. -’ Several of its branches interlock
with those of the Osage river, the Merameck, and
the St. Francis. It is navigable about eight hun-
dred miles without any considerable interruptions—
"T'he whole of this distance may be made in barges
of consid.rable burden. ¢
The watcrs of this river are limpid and beautiful,,
the current gentle, and even in the dricst times is
plentifully supplied from the numerous and excel-
lent springs which are every where to be found.: It
is not less remarkable for the many considerable riv-
crs which it receives in its coursos<Of these, the
Black river is the largest ; it enters on the north-
ragt side, zbout four hundred miles up, and is itscll’
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"navigable with small craft for some distance, recei-
ving in its course a number of handsome rivers; 15
the Current, Eleven Point, and Spring rivers. = All
of which are of considerable beauty and utility.
‘Springriver however, merits amore particular des-
-cription-—[t issues forth suddenly, from an immense
spring two hundred yards in width, affording an
unintecrupted navigation thence to its mouth,
where it contracts its width to sixty yards and be-
‘comes much deeper. It is about fifty miles in
dength, “This is full of the finest fish. Besides
‘these, the White river receives the Eaux Cache a-
‘bout one hundred miles in length ; the James river
‘one hundred and twenty ; and the Rapid John from
‘a'hundred to a hundred and fifty miles long. -
~ Until now the country watered by these rivers
‘had only been traversed by Indians and hunters, and
may be considered as still unexplored.” In my
Geological and Topographical view of the country
I shallgive this and other parts of the territory, the
least known, a more particular description.
.~ Seventy-five miles above the mouth of White
‘river the St. Francis discharges itself into the Mis.-
sissippt. This river would bz as commodious arid
“navigable as any otker of its size but for its sluggish
. current which ereeps so tardily, that the drift wood
grows, together, forming immense rafts, that mecta
“ing with obstructions, in their slow descent, ledge
from side to side insuperable bamiers to its naviza-
‘tion, for any considerable distance, or with crait of
auy constderable burden. The river is however
dong, deep, and majestic ; and when enterprise and
‘Wdustry iuhahis the fortile plains in its vicinity, ot
Bl - C
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will be easily rendered subservient to the interes
oi commerce and agriculture. The lands through|
which it runs are ot alluvial formation, rich, mariy,|
saponaceous and highly productive in timber.

The South-western branch rises with the waters
of White river, and the north-castern, which is the
principal branch, interlocks with Big river, the
Mcrameck, and runs nearly parrallel with the Mis-
sissipt in,its whole length, seldom receding more
than fiity miles. Above the fork, the main brunch
" is a beautiful limpid strcam; but below, though -
increascd in size by several lurge rivers, the current
becomes slow and lezv.  From the flatness of the
country between this river and Cape Girardeau, its
tributary strcams loose themselves in large morasses.
forming ponds cr lakes in miniature—the principal
of which has its source near Big Prairie, eight or
ten miles north-west of New Madrid . . .. The St
Francis, in high water, generally overflowsits bank
on thut side to g great distancc—The western ban C
is higher, and irrigated by rolling streams, is much
less lizble to inundation. =

The meuth of the Merameck river is forty miles
below that of the Missouri; and heads with that of
the St. Francis, and Gasconade. [t affords excel-]
lent pavigation to Its source, a distance of ncarly,
thrce hundred miies. The source of this river
may be considered a curiosity in nutural history—
Itis a spring luke, formed -from fountains issulig
imn:ediately arcund the spot, and concentrating in
a pool of consicderable extent, dL-pih and beautys
ThLis pool is supphicd w ith u varicty of excellent fish; ‘
and the country m 1ts vicinity will become an olde
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|
ject to future purchascrs, who may wish to unite a
romantlc, with a fertile and convenient situation.
Big river is its principal branch.
r About one hundred miles from the cstuary of
the Missouri it is joined by the Gasconade, which
lum y be ascended i small craft about the sume dis-
tance, It pusses through a hilly country, and is
{full of shoals and rapids, which impeds, in a great
rmt,as'ure, its navigation. ~ /
: The scction south of the Arkansas is watered b
‘the Ouachita, the pri rincipal branch of thie Red river.
And although that portion above the line of de-
wmarkatlon between  this territory, and ..hL state of”
'Lomsxma, is not navigable for boats of uny con-
siderable tonnage, the watu‘s are pure, 'mrl well ad-
‘apted to the various kinds of w: ater machinery.
. n what is called the Misissippi valley, vhich I
,shall more particularly describe in the next chapter,
‘there rises few or no running springs or rivuléts—
It is frequently intersect d b\ baycus, or commu-
nications from one water course to another, v ‘hich
afford in high watcr, great [ucilitics to inland navi-
]g..tthI‘l.
| Rccqpltu]atmn. Having enumerated and dés-
‘eribed in as concise and accurate a manner as possi-
ble, the principal rivers which give varicty, beauty
and utnhtv to this important scction of thc ‘Wwestern
countr} ; a review of their relative situations and
importance will finish the outline. .

1. The Missouri—W hat the Ohio is to the states
of Pennsylvania, Virginia, Ohio, Kentucky, and
Indiana on the east of the \Ilsszsmpl, the Missouri
will be to an equal district and population cn i
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west. These two rivers may be considered as th
wings to the body of the great valley of the Missi
sippl. |
2. The Arkansas is equal to the Tennessee an
C umberland rivers.

3. The White river is equal to the Tennes

see. |
4. The Osage river is equal to the Kentucky
T1ver.

" 5. The St. Francis is equal to the Wabash.

The States of Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, and|

Tennessee are watered by five large rivers, the Ohio,
Tennesee, Cumberland, Wabash, and the Ken-
tucky river ; while the Missouri Tefritory alone is
watered by an equal number, the Missouri, the
Arkansas, White, Osage and St. Francis rivers.
Whether we consider these rivers as to their length,
situation, or navigation, the latter will individs
wally, out rink the former.

-.':—'
CHAP. V.
Soil.

In examining the internal structure of the soil of

this country, it offers to the investigation of the
Geologist, the greatest variety of earths of any dis-
trict of the same extent yet explored. In attempt.
ing an account of these earths, I shall confine my-.

self principally to those of the most striking charac-
teristics and the greatest utility.

4y The Calcarious, or limestone region.—2. The
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%ilicious, or sandy region.—3. The Alluvial foma-
Bon. - . 2 : % |
. The first of these, the limestone region, termi.
nates ubruptly abeut twenty miles below Cape Gir-
ardeau, and thirty-fiveabove th. mouth of the Ohio.
In ascending from the bed of the larger water cour-
ises, the first stratum is a horizontal limestone rock,
pvered  with argillaceous earth, or clay; next is
he bottom land of wliuvial formation, of uncqaal
tent and quality; but generally fertile and pro-
ductive; stcceeding to these, is a tabularformation
of alluvion, surmounted upon a base of clay, com.
‘posed of loam éarth and a fine light rich soil.
- These tablesy or sccond bottoms, are, on the
‘Missouri river and its tributary waters, more or-
less intermixed with sand which is not found in the
limestone regions of Kentucky and Tennessee.
This sandy soil exists, however in that fu-tile re-
@ion in the state of Ohio, emphatically denominated
the ¢ Miami countrv,” and which according to
Doctor Druke, is inferior to no part of the United
States.  In fact, the congeniality of this kind of soil
s so well attested by numerous obscrvations and
nd experiments, both on the Miami and the Mis.
ouri, thut none but the ignorant will be dispesed
» doubt of its value.
#The culcarious regions which surmount the
vhole, are more variable in their surfaee, and une-
quai in their quality. They exiend indefinitely
from thiriy-seven degrees north latitude, on the wa-
ters of the Missouri and the Mississippi Some-
times spreading inwo level and inclined pliins;
"sometiges broken into hills and  dales—iere and

C2
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there rich and preductive; and again starile and’
untillable. i
‘I he tract of country nerth of the Misscuri, is
less hilly than that on the south side, but there 15
a much greater proportion of prairie land in the for- =
mer than in the latter., The Missouri bottoms, al-
ternately appearing on one side or the other of the
river, are of the finest kind for three hundred miles
up, and generally covered with heavy timber. Those
on the Mississippi are gencrally extensive and rich
but not so well wooded; they arc in fact a continu-
ed succession of the most beautiful prairies, or na~
tural meadows. | |
On the south of the Missouri river, till you arrive |
~at the termination of the Jimestone district, you tra- |
verse the three classes of soil before discriminated §
that is to say, the bottom lands of recent alluvion ;-
the second bottoms or table land of more ancient for-
mation, and the clevated hills and plains of primi-
tive masses of marl and granate. '
The section just described is properly the Miss
sourl country; because it includes its tributary wa-
ters north and south; and because it includes the
whole of the southern region of the limestone coun-
try west of the Mississippi, and within the Innits
here assumed. ' |
Toreview the whole of this secticn =+ =+ + It wil
be found to possess a soil equally fertile and pro-
ductive, variable and €ligible, with any of the same:
latitude in the western country:. |
I am now to enter upon the description ofa plaiig

of alluvial formation, stretching itsclf with scarcel
any interruption, from thirty-seven degrees norta
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fatitude to the Bellize.  "T'his flat may be consider-
ed as the bay of the: great valley of the Mississippi.
On an average itis about tlnrt) miles wide, and
with hardly an exception, is without a hill or astonc.
The whole of this valley 1zust have been at some
remotc period, the successive bed of this michty
‘river, which extibits the obvious signs of a grad .l
_approximation to the east; and unlcss its progress
should be arrested by the approach of the tyrunt
-man, it may one day discharge its inexh: austible
sources in the Atlantic occan at the St. Mury’s—
forcing the immense rivers which roll between this
point and lake Ponchatraia, to become tributary to
flts mighty flood. While the intervening bills and
| phmb, carried down by the current and deposited
below, shall fill up the watery interval with new al-
luwon and what 1s now occu'md by monsters of
the dc(p be a fitresidence for man : while the fer-
tile valleys which it leaves behind, shall become the
_granary of half the world.
On lc'wmg the uplands at cape Girardeau, we
enter what is called the great swamp: though it
~does not properly possess that character.  The
tiniber is not such as is usuaily found in swamps,
‘but consists of fine oak, ash, olive, linn, ( linden,
beech and popular of en-rmous growth.  The soi!
is arich black loam. In the fall it is nearly dry;
lthe road which passes through it is muddy only
in particular places at this season ; but during high
water it is extremely dangerous and disagreeable
to cross. The horse sinks at ev ery step to the belly
“in water and loose soil ; and in places entirely cov.
ered, the unwary traveller but for the marks on the
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trees, would be in danger of being lost in the track-
less morass.- “This swamp is sixty miles in lengthy

“and four broad, widening as it approaches the |

St Francis:  In the scason of high flood, the
Mississippi and the river just mentioned huve! %

complete connection by means of this low land. |
Alter crossing the swamp there commences aridge |
of high lund, running parallel with the M ssissippiy |

- bounding what 1is called ‘I'ywapety bottom; this |

ridge in approaching the St. Francis westwardly, |
subsides.  [n passing over it we appear to be ina |
hilly country possessing springs and rivulets of |
freestone water.  The soil here 1s variuble—sterile
and [erile alternately, but exceedingly well timbm.
ed. _ ¥ |
It is a fact worthy of notice, that between t
mouths of the Merameck and the St. Francis | ri--
vers, a distance of five hundred miles, no river, |
of any consequence entcrs into the Mississippi |
the considerable rivers fall either to the south-west |
into the St. Francis, or to the south-cast into the |
Missouri. 3 , : ¢
The soil of the Frairics with which this country |
abounds, is more light and-loose than in the wood- |
lands, and has a greater mixture of sand on the sur- r'

‘fuce; but when wet it assumes every where a deep.
‘black colour and an oily appearance. By digging

through a thin sratum of sand, you come to an
argillaceous clay of a_dirty yellow, and sapona- |
ccous quality—This is the substratum of the whole
country, -which proves to bea rich marl; perhaps:
the deposite of very ancient alluvion.

After leaving the valley, progressing westward |
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-, the country for several hundred miles exhibits
the variety which is to be found in elevated
slains, broken hills, and delightful valleys ; charm-
y intersected with crecks and rivulets of pure

cestone water. .

" To conclude this chapter, it will be necessary to
view the country and apl;g'opriutc to each. section
s peculiar kind of soil. = From the termination of
the limestone range below Cape Girardeau, running
par; with the Missouri and including it and
the Mississippi above, you will find lurge tracts
‘of swamps, prairie and woodland—of these, some

: low and wet, some fincly adapted to meadows;

others high, extensive and fertile, and again contrac-
‘ted into small slips. Going south and west from
this section, you have the Mississippi valley on
your left hand, where all the soilis fertile, but
‘much of it too low for cultivation till drained and
leveed—On your right is an elevated country, less
‘mtermixed with prairies and, here and therc poor,
'sandy and unproductive; but generally consisting
of large tracts ofrich lands; In fact it 1s'unnecessa-
ry to say that a country so extenstve and so situated
ought to posses every variety of soil to be found:
‘ih the most favoured climate,

D W—

CHAP VI
Botany.

~ To give a scientific description of the indigen-
Ous vegetable productions of this country, wwould
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far exceed the design of this publication and the’
abilities of the writer. 1 shall therelore, under this
article confine myscif to such as are distinguished
for their usefulness, or are characteristic of the fer-
tility of the soil, and congdniality of the climate.
And even on these 1 shall be under the necessity
of borrowing from those who instructed in the sci-
ence, and inspired with the theme have written on
the glories of the Amcrican Flora. - :
No botanist has hitherto sufficiently explored
the borders of the Mississippi and its western watcrs
accurately to describe the riches and beautics of
their vegetable productions « « =« + "This country,
which possesses such a varicty of soil and congeni-
ality of climate ;—culcarious ridges, silicious plains,
saponaccous botwoms 5 basking in the full radiance
of the most prolific summers; may naturally
expected to contain a variety of uscful and ornas
mental plants and fowers: W here
¢« New woods aspiring clothe their hills with green,
~4-Smooth slope the lawn, the gray rock peeps be
tween: : -
¢« R lenting nature gives her hand to taste, '
« And health and beauty crown the laughing waste.™
| | Bot. Garden.
The most generally diffused species among the
timber trees are the oak ( the quercus ) of which
there are the following varieties—the Black oal
white ouk, red ouk, willow oak, chesnut oak, black
jack oak, and ground oak—Many of these grow to
2 enormous size in this country.  But the popla
( Liriodendron tulipiferee ) may be considered as
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thc monarch of the calcarious leg:ons on thc Mis-
; sissipp1 and the Missourl. It is [requently found
here from six to eight fect in diameter, and {rom
sixty to seventy without a limb.  The black waul-
nut ( juglans 1igra ) grows to an amazing bulk,
and 1s one of the most valuable timber trees of e
forest. The Jugldns «lba, or white walnut; the
Pucan tree, whichis prob.tbl} a varicty of thc lat-
ter—Don Ullua, in his N®ticius Amcricanas, men-
tions it by the numce el Pacanas. It bears a nut
‘much more pualatable and healthy than either the
‘walnut, or hiccory nut.  The hiccory, scveral v.
rictics—Sugar maple (acer succarinum ) wild elior-
ry ( Prumis Virgini n ) buck-eye, white and bluc
‘ashi ( Fraxinus Americanus ) the €lm, the sveamore,
“or button wood, the sweet gum, ll'l(l‘..ll or teit uo-
“cupy the rich nmrl} soMs In every purt ot the terii-
tory. ‘I'hic tulip tree; and sasafrass laurel, so im-
patient of cold as to appear as dwawfs in the north-
ern regions, on the warm bunks of the Arkunsas rise
Into stuteliness and beauty.

The second tuble of alluvial soil running paruilel
‘with the rivers ind rising from the wet savenras in-
4o cxtansive layns and sw tllmg hills, cre gencrally
‘covered with open or entangled woods L xcept \wwhere
he industry of mun has converted them into till-
age.  In these rich tracts of marl grow the lofrr
palmatto, the ever green ok, the Luurdd benzion,
the common lu hl‘Ll, and the red cedar. The sir iohit
silv ery columns of the papaw fig, rising to tie heioht
of twern ity or thirty feet, and crown '(l by a canopy
Lof broud sinuated leaves, lorm o striking pictire in
llhlb delighuul scenery 5 which waits “-mn-.g but
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the fragrant blossoms of the magnolia, and the
den fruit of the orange, to realize the fabled traditi-|
ons of the ancient groves of the Hesperides. ;
The magnolia grandiflora is not found much a-|
Bove the mouth of the Arkansas; and here it is|
not scen in that towering magnificence which it
tains in the more southern regions.  As this bean-|
tiful tree is not known in the northern latitudes
discription of it here will not fuil to be interesti
‘to my readers, e Wl
In the rich marly soils of the Mississippi, it 18
frequently seen towering above a hundred feet, with
a trunk perfectly erect,” supporting a shady con
ical head of dark grecen foliage—From the zenter off
the coronets of leaves that terminate the branches’;|
expands a large rose-shaped blossom of alabastery
white, which is succeeded by a crimson cone containi
ing the seed of a beautiful coral red colour ; and these
falling from their cells, remain for sg:veral days sus-|
pended from the sced vesscls by a silky thread, six}
inches or micre in length, emitting the most fragrant]

!
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is'inicrior to none for grandeur and beanty. 18
The swamps and shallow splashiés ‘mey at all}

cane the tupeloe tree and the Wwhite cedar,

last is, perhaps, the most picturesque tree in
America. lgour or five enormous buttresses, or|
rudepillars, rise rom the ground and unite in ¢
kind of arch at the height of seven or eight feet
from the centre of which there springs a straigh
column eighty or ninety feet without a braneh : 1t
fhen spreads into a flat, wmbrella shaped top, covaly

w2
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' ered with ﬁnely'divided lcaves of the most delicate
green.  This platform is the secure abode of the
- eagle and the cranc; and the oily sceds contained
Ar 1Ls cones are the tavontc repasts of the paroquets
that are continually fluttering <round.
“Butit ison the warm banks of the Arkansas and
? C nad‘nta. that the riches and beauties of Flora
are principully displayed—It is here that the unfa-
mg verdure of the extensive praires and wide sa-
vannas ; the selemn magnificance of the prxmeval
Horests, and the wild exuberance of the teeming
Swamps, offcr to the astonbhcd admiration of the
‘Botanist, every thing, that by colour, by fragance
and | yﬁ&'m, mndellglght the senses and fix the at-
on.

Eh n vegetation of every kind is gigan-
'c'-'-ﬂ!:c the cedar, the oak, the plumb tree,
the cherry the sassafras lau el, the lnulbcrry for the
wsilk worm, and above all the mdlgenousolxve flour-
ﬁshes on the White river, indefinitely south. .I do
not know if this beautiful and valuable tree, which
ises to the height of one hundred feet, and whose
fruit I have seen, will produce oil equal to that of
‘Province in the south of France—But [ am confi-
dent it will answer well for the mauufacturing of
j_ for lamps, and for tarning leather. Should
this {4l however, 1 think the olive of Europe
‘would succved here.  Madder, wild indigo, and the
yellow tree for dyeing grow spontancously . . The
*gum tree, which vields a rosin highly aromatic, &
the lemon tree, which produces a plt:aaant acid, all
"_,_14 urish here. -
* After passing the ﬁrg scction of elew ated plaurs

‘i
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westwardly-from the Mississippi valley, rsﬁ‘b
produce th{a growth common to such soils: s
as the chesnut, black oak, and the dogwood, ori‘ |
nus Florida—and the 1mpoﬂant famnly of pi
range themselves in towering majesty, at a conve:
nient dxstance on the whole of the the- margin of "-_ -
fertile region.
Among the ornamental plants, are the splglha,,
Indian pink, the beautiful dionea, the delicate mim
osa or sensitive plant, and the pyrola * ; besides the
numerous species of vines and - wild clelnbers that

on the summits of the tallest trees. ! ]
I cannot enumerate all the varieties of the vine——
Those which I have ascertained to bethe most pro-
ductive in a state of nature willbe sufhcient—"T hey
are, the prune grape, the mountain grape, npc in
June thered, white, black, and violet,or bullet
of Florida . . . In short this seems to be the nalural |
nursery of Bachus. But I shall treat of this subject
more fully hereafter—-In the mean time, I will releave |
the reader, from the dulness of prosaical descnpuon :
with a poctic cffusion from the inimitable Durwin.
“ Round her tall elms with dewy fingers twine |
““ The gadding tendrils of the adventurous vine ;
“ From arm to arm, in gay festoons suspend '
{
i
|

““ Her fragrant flow crs, her graceful foliuge bend ;
«“ Swell with sweet juice her vernal orbs, and feed

k P A

* Pyrola, or ever bitter-sweet . ... This herb made into a 4
decoction with the flower of sulphur,is said to be a sovreign |
remedy forthe canger . o . The application is by bathing the {3
parts alivcied in a decoction of this herb and tne Hower of
sulphar, and taking a small portion inwardiy. \
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- hrmed in transparcnt pulp her pearly seed ;
#¢ Hang round the orange all her silver bells,
ey And guard her fragance with Hesperian spells
& Bud after bud her polished leaves unfold,
- And load her branches with successive gold
$ < 2 Bot. Gard. part 1st.

Ne CHAP. VII.

Agricultural Productrdn.s‘;,

© In sonewa country as this territory, Agiiculture
‘eannot be expected to be carried to any great degree
of perfection. The farmer must necessarily con-
fine himselt to the raising of articles. of home con-
sumption before he attemps to supply the staples
of foreign markets. The exports of this country,
however, much greater than its infant state

WOuld seem to demand ; though but yet small when
compared with the capacity of the soil, climate, and
future population. -

- On the Missouri and Mississippi above its
_mouth, all the articles of agriculture common to the
states of Ohio, Kentucky and Indianna, are proda-
ced in the greatest abundance and to the greatest
perfection. It possesses all the advantages of those
states, and many more which they huve not.  Tis
proximity to the great mart of New Odleans, will
enable the preduce ©f this country to be the first in
arriving at market ; and consequently to obtain the
lnghest prices..
The soil and climate of no part of the United

FL
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Stutes are better adapted to the growth of wheat,
rye, barley, Indiau corn, oats, and e¢very speciesi!

of grein. Rice, cotton and indigo may be culi-
vated in the southern parts to great advantage ; and
no part of the western country  surpasses it for the |
culture of tobacco, hemp and flux. 4

The dry, fertile prairies yicld all the products of
the furm that require a rich soil, in great abundance,
Those of wet, loamy soil form inexhaustable mea-
dows for hay, and pasturage for grazing cattle,
The Egyptian oats, timothy, blue grass, and the
white and red clover, succeed admirably.  Wheat,
rye and oats, sometimes receive too luxuriant a-
growth, which occasions them to be blown down
and spoiled. The sweet, or Burmudian potator, is

- cultivated to great perfection in all the sandy ve-
gions ; while the Irish potatoe, like the prople whose
name it bears, succeeds wherever it is cultivated..
Cotton sufiicient for home consumption, grows ina
much higher latitude on the west than on the eust
of the Mississippi : owing in some mcasure to the

peculiar quality of the soil, but chicfly to the north

western mountains, which defend i€ from the chil-

Jing blasts with which the prevailing wir.ds are preg-

nant. But on the White river and Arkansas, this

article is raised to a perfeetion equal to that of Lou-:
isianna ; and will, with rice, indigo and tobacco,’
probably become the staples of this part of the ter-

ritory. : 1

Iixcept the orange, and a few others not accli- ©
mated, fruits of every species known in the United ”

States flourish to great advantage. There are no
whereto be found finer apples, peaches, pears, cher-

1
!
’:J
I
|

[ .

l
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_‘ s, plumbs, q:_xinct"s’, zvar’s, or melons, than in
| this couniry  The peach p aticuludy, tiives weil
- on the sandy tracts of the Missoart antdl Quaage viv-
ers.  And ‘he couatry aboutthe Avkansas 1s ~ud
| by forcigners, who have m de some experiments,
“to be fincly adupted to the prodnction of the fig, the -
&;{mumd, the olive an the appricot. ‘ |
¢ Gurdeniug though propurly bolonging to the
subjeet of B orticuiture, I shall wclude I this
Ticse, ubout St. Churles, S . Loui,, St. Gonevieve,
-C: p¢ Girardeau, New M uid, and di the old.r
| settlements, produre m the greatestabundance wnd

'

| to the greaest poricetion, il the culiniry vegeta-
| bles dhat ar found i their Liitades.  The cabbage
‘35 thought to grow to greater perfection, o the
Mi-sour1 thaa in the states of Kentueky and O o,
On the Mississippi v g tubles ol every description
are known to arrive to perfection cariier  than they
‘do on the same p r.lels in anv other country. The
imind of the reader oftuste will be releived and plea-
sed by the following uppropriate quotation from
couutry m n Mr. Burlow. ‘i .

4 Beneath tall trees in livelier verdure gay,

“ Loog level walks an humbic gurb display ;

¢ The infant corn unconscious of its worth,

r“ Pointsthe green spire, and bends tae foliage forth;
& Qweetened on flowery ba ks, the passing 1ir

‘& Breathes all the untasted frigrance of the year ;
F“ Unbidden harvests o’cr the regions rise,

‘¢ And blooming life repays the genial skies. -

« Where circling shores around the galf extend,
& The hounteous groves with richer burdnshend ;
% Spontancous fruits the l‘; “ilted palms anjoldy
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St. Lours isthe principal town, and sept o
the taritorial government. It was formerly c +:-§h,_.;

Pamn Court, from the privations of the first settlers,
It is situated in latitude thirty eight degrees m
minutes north, and in long'ltudc cleven d ,
onc minutes west from Washington eity. It occu-

pies one of the finest situations on the Mtssm ,! Té
- bothasto site and Geographlcal position.
ground on which it stands is not much: hi hcre;
than the ordinary banks of the river ; but the floods |
are repelled by a bold shore of limestone rock. The |
town 1s built hetween the river and a second bank

it consists of three strects running paraliel with the
river, and a number of othc s Cros mg these at rlght~ -
ngles.  Ina disjointed manner, it extends along |
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I mlle and ahalf, Here is a line of works
COn! bank ‘erected for defince wgainst the
supporting several circulur towers, twenty
dizmeter and fifteen in height : with a smull
e ﬁi’t and a small stone breast work.
me distance from this line of fortfications up
ive 'éhﬂ‘ are several mounds, the remuins of
ity ; which would seem to indicate that this
l';ad”, in former umes, been the chosen site of
18 city.
St Louis was ﬁrst luid out in the spring of 1764,
v the remains of « French coloiy from fort Chr-
* ‘s on the cast side of the Mlbalﬁblppl. Here it
Jourished and hus become the parent of the viilages
' of St. Charles, Curondelet, Portuge de Sioux, St.
' John, Bon Houne wund St. Ferdinand. The first
settlers, by conciliating the affections of the natives,
drew 1l the Indian trade of the Missouri ; and St.
“Louis still continues to be the emporeum not only
: for this, but a considerable pomon of the Iliinois
tirritory.
- The present population cannot be less than three
‘thousand, and its numbers are duily increasiig.
Thebmldmo's are of wood, generully small and in-
,idiﬁ'c rent ; but a numbcr of spacions and commo-
"dious stone «and brick houses arc now crecting.
- There are in this town, twenty two commerciul -
- tablishments tha: do business upon a pretty large
scule. . B sidestwob nking institetions wrrh a cop-
“itl of half a million of dollirs.  The imports are
| " clicfly made to this plice from New Orleans,
Whlch 1s likewis the destination of their exports.
ST. GENEVIEVE is next in cousequence o S,
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Louis, was laid out in the year 1774, about oné
mile fronr the Mississippi, between the two branchs -
es of a stream called Gabourie, on a flat of about) |
one lundred acres;of second botwm, or table lands
Its dircction from St. Louis is a litde east of
and distance sixty-five miles. It is the deposite
of severd lead mines—Oi Mine la Motte, the
Mine a Burton! New Diggings, the mines on Big
river, and some other— \u:d is, in short, the stores)
house, or reciprocal supply and deposite of these
mines: fufnishing those who - ork them with ne=t
cessaries and luxurics, and deriving advantage!
from the trade which this article of comnleroe‘-.",' "
cures them. oy re e
- "The population of St. Genevicve, inc udi
New Bourbon, and -the adjscent settlements,d

1
e
=

amounts to upwards of twenty- ‘Q;!Lhundred
The houses, like those of St. Liowis, are indifferent!

— But its ¢ligible situation, the f ctilivy ofthe. ]
within its vicnity, the richness of the lead mines
“which depend upon it ; zll give assurances of 1 ri.
sing progress and its future prosperity.
St. CHARLES is the st-:\'tp t?is?;st?ée for the dis-
trict beuring its name. It-contuins “about wa
. thousand inhubitants including the whole of its set:
tlements ; a considerable proportion of “whieh re
Americans. It is twenty-two miles northot _
Lou s, in thirty nine degrees north latitude, and ¢ e
ven degrees fifty-five minutgs west of Washingtoa
eity. . : : y X
This villace is situated on the north side of the
Missouri river, twenty miles from its junction withy
the Mississippi, The town is laid out upon a nagy

1 e
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row-space, between the river and the bluff, admit-
ting but one street, which is about a mile in lcugth.
This place will retain 1ts importance—The cxcel-
ency of the soil in its neighborhood ; the immense
try settling to the northand south whose trude
must ' centre here—the advantages which 't must
‘derve from the country & scttlements above—The
facilities of being supplied at a_cheap rate with
salt, iron, and produce ; all combine to give pros-
perity to its furure prospects. -
" New Maprip issituated in Latitude 36 de-
grees 34 minutes northand nearly on the same me-
‘ridian with St. Genevieve—Its distance and bear-
g from St. Louis, is probably about 170 miles
‘south on a straight line; by the river, itis probably-
800 miles. [t waslaid out on the second bank of the
Mississippi, in the year 1790, on an extensive scale
-and an elegaut plan ; and was chosen as the most
encisl- site on the river, iR e
" "This town was orzinallv planned upona model .
‘at once tasty and convenient ; 1t wasic exend owr
‘mikes sobt;ﬂl ‘:?dl two west from theriver, So as to
ross a beautiful, 11 ipg, deep 'luke, of the purest.
mhg water, oale'ﬂfxﬁgcd 3p'ax ds wide, andp:)mc
mes long ; emptying iself by a constant rapid
stream througlithe center of the town.  The banks
‘ofthislake, called St. . Anais, archigh, beautiful and
pleasant ; the water deep, clear ang sweet, and well
'stored with fish ; the bottom a clear sand, free
from wood, shrubs, orother vegetables. Oaeach
side of this delightful lake, streets were to be laid
‘out 100 feet wide, and a road to be continued
w®ound it of the same breadth ; and this double
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front of central streets were 1n the charter preservd

forever for the health and pleasure of the citizens. |
The same reserve was made on the margin of the
Mississippi s so that New Mudrid scemed equally
culculated for commercial advantages, taste and
£:ishion. | ' |

But the earthquakes in 1811,—12 gave a consi-
dcrable shock to the whole town; it destroyed se-
veral buildings, and stink a part of the first bottom
and second tuble abeut dghicen inches. New
Madrid is beleived by many to have been the centre
of this strange concussion. ‘The nhabitnts became
alarmed, and determined to desert the place alto-
gether. 8 |

But it is now about to be restored—The nums
ber of inhabitants are not easily ascuriuined; as
they have been flying to and from it, cver smee the
vear 1811 ; and scatered in various directions thre®
a lurge district.  The number, however may be
estimated at about twelve hundred, mostly Amcri-
sans.. .

New Madrid is the seat of justice for its dis«
trict. ;

ArxanNsas is situated sixty miles. up the river
of thot nume, and contains six or eight hundred in-
habitants, several retail stores, and is in a rapid
state of improvement. It wus originully a French
scttlement, and s likely to continue such ; us there
arc at this time propositions before the general gove
ernment, to est:blish a colony here by some very
distincuished French emigrants.  How far Con.
o155 will uecede to a proposition granting her
chioice laad to iurcigners on terms of duferred pav-
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_ments, to the exclusion of her own citizens we can
conly predict from former preccdents.  Qui vult
{decipl, decipiatur. .
"Hercuraxeum is situated on the Mlbblsslppi,
half way between St Louis and St. Genevieve,
The site of this place is extremely romantic ;— At
the mouth of Joachin, and on a flut of no great width
between the river and the second  bottom, lics the
town . .. Whilc ateach end p(rl)(.ll(llbllldr precipi-
~ges, two hundrcd feet high, rise uimost from the
watcr’s cdg‘e “T'his intervally appears to be an
‘opening for the Joachin and the Mississippi.  On
the top of cach of these clifts shot towers have been
erected. T'hic town contains thirty or forty houses,
‘and three or four hundred mhal)lt.mta. Scv ral fae
ist and saw milis are erected in the neighoorhood,
i and a boat yurd cstublished in the village.

Vuide Poche, or Carondelet is sitnared six miles
‘below St. Louis and contains probably 150 whabi-
tants,

Hurissault on the Missouri is much more pnr u-
lous, and the adjoining country mucn more thickly
popul :ted.
| Cape Girardeau. This tovn is entireiv Amcri-

' can, and baiit after the A nerican fishion; itis ina
.tln wing state, and ulrcady contains a namber of
- good houses of brick ind stone.  The seat of _|1.s-
' tice forthat county s now heid at the town or Juck
- son, ten miles from Pearods’s ferry.

L St. Michael isa new town, twenty miles from
' Minea Burton, and the Coanty scat for St. Gene-
‘vieve. Franklin is the County seut for How.rd
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County. Potosi is the seat of justice for \rVashmg-
ton County.

Waurington is a small viliage two miles from
]'runl-.lm, surrsunded by rich lunds, and in a flour- |
Ishing condiaon. i

Thare are a vumber of new villages laid out in
this couitry, too unimportami to begome the sub-
ject oi deseripiion: though some may- one day.
LLCUIHL the pride and ormament of the counties in
wihich they are Tusied ; but to anticipuate their fu- |
‘turc prosperity v ouid be as vain s building castles
in the @ir.  Iiisafucy, Bowever, thatevery man in
the western courtry wishes to build a city upon
his own tarm—Hundreds of villuges are lald out
that uever acquire any otherimportance buta nume.

S ¢ —

CHAP. IX.

“Lead Mines. !
.

The subject of mines and mincral productions in
this country, is, of all others, that with which 1 am
the least Culld.b!c of investigating w ith accuracy.
I ovder to a therough acquaintaice with all its
renufications : itwould be nccessary first to bea
Miveralogist, then a mi €T, and lzsl!'r a spaculator
EPE pmducuou of the mings,  But without wyite 1
ing for this complicated 1.t o ton, I will give my
rt:dderb such an account of ihe L d Mines of lhls
co 'mtrv as | have been enablod to procuare. : 1

'l e lead mines, or (“&s 101 by A4S 'hLV are general- 1
ly cuiied arc scattered ov er the areater part of the |
Calcarious rcgion beiore described,  How far th(,y '

‘
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*.L_ _’éxtbndstq the west is not known; or wiciher the
%_h\dcr r:gion is not as pregaant with stiver as this s
‘with lead, is yet to be ascertained.

" Mine a Burton, sixty miles south of St. Louis,
“and forty mules west of St.” Genevieve, may be
eonsidered as the centre of those that are proiitably
- worked. These mines, are, perhaps, the richest in
“the known world.  L'hey were discovered previous
t:o their being worked, by the ore that was visible
in every rivulet, washed, by rain from its original
bed. But it was not till a short time previous te
the late war that thesc mines were worked to
*advantage. During that period they became a
ssource of wealth to the industrious miner, and hig's
ly beneficial to the country generally,

7 The following is an estimate of their annual pro-
‘ductions, from the best information of the ciffcrent
E"Min&:s, and of the nu'nber of labourers employed
“in them, without laciuding smelters, blacksmitlss
and others. '

Wi Amual Lstimate. 1bs. lcad: lands.
AMi ic a Barton - - - - - - 50,000 15
New Diggings - - - - - - 200,000 40
Perry’s Digoings, ) .
Peps Dggies 2. ... . - 6000 50
‘Eiliett’s Diggiags - - - - - 100,00 20
Miges of Bile fountain = - - - 300,000 50
Bevan’s Diggings - - - - - 600,000 70
RiCh wOOds R e g KO o 7’;,0:)0 30
Ble al: Mofte -0 sr B e Fa 190,000 40
Fdurche Courwois - - - - - 10,000 15

{ . ].‘
\ a9



ol B g “‘L {\ \ﬁf}"ul{" - :
) .';"u-" ' t.' ;' :
oy f - |
S LM{: Acwvxjr; |
. f

ki

Mine a Rebin, and \qle Ty

'\hne alJee

from Mme a Burlon, say -

bl y otal ’2 006;

" This article ought properly to to have come
the head of the Statistical View ; but asthe subj S
of thatchapter are butimperfectly known, it will ne-
cessarily be Eonfined to arccapxtulﬂnon of the W yole,
From thlb, however, some estimate of the Ti ;Jf_
of these mines may be drawn, When they cc omé
to be mere extensively werked, there is not a do,n
but that tiey will buppl) the United States not oa
with a sufficient: quantity for home consumptior

but zlso wnh an Immense surplus for comme: S |

i

CHAP. X.
Salt FVorl:s.' i

On this article, T am likewise much at al_ .
but Idean it of nach less importince to';' TC-
ders, to be instructed on the subjects of retailing 5
I* ad l“ the peund and salt by the bushel, 1ha i

v knewledge of the perm: anent LCUrees of we '

W

and (1_] wment. R
The salt werks, are, Fowever, numerous and

prefitgb ‘(—-—‘(’1(. of them bllong to individuals,
cthers to the United States; and they not enly }l(ld
an abundant w],.\ for the consumpiion of t -j
country, but wfford a considerable surplus fcr coms
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n I - usual pncn per Dol is o Aol
rand Bfty cents; But this price must be reduced”
when these Shexbastble soutcts: shall be mor:
,EXtenswel) worked: For it scems that the whole

A

 of the western part of the territory is onz entire sale

‘mine. “Then. exists about one thousand miles up
an%ou*:,” says’ a celebrated author ¢ gnd no:
Sar Irom the river, a salt mountain, which is said to
be one hundred and cighty miles long mrl forty-
| five in width, compescdof solid rock suit?
-~ But the” prlm,lp'.l salt works arc at Boon s Lick
@nd its vicity about two hundre d miles above St.
“Louis, on the north side of the Missouri.  Therc
are about twelve miles from th mouthut Charatou
wiver  I'he lower salt works are not as prodtuble
uw as well worked as those aho'w Waat s emphat.-
jhc.a‘h denominated Doon’s Scttleme ne, 1< abost
ty-five miles above the l'n.!. salt works,

The upper works, or Boon’s Lick is now 1
«ﬁnc opcration and make about one haadied bush=
Lels of salt per w eck,  The water isid the greatest
Labundance, and fully saturated with &ut 5 s0 that bz
"":tmrr meore Lt*cns;u]\ workedd they wid no doult

[y l{:ld apr oiit cual i any in the ...;m'ul States.
2o The Franklin salt workss, promises, o prodice

i
8 anahm ant pmht
P

- = On-the soum of the Missourt is Bockneli’s and
FMIIIICR s worlks, the watcr 1s very strong, but bad-
‘ ‘y opcrated  They ure un miles from the siver and

fuftu n fromDBoon’s Lick. R

These works beloue to the United States, and
will be leased by thun on mederate terms to those
1-'x.rho may wish to work them, e

i
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Right of Soil. . . . . Land Tutles.

The riglt of soil to Louisiana, like that of A-|
merica generally, was obtained by discovery, con-
‘quest, and settlement.  [n this, France had early
acquired a right to the whole of the country béaring
thut name. And she scems to havekept it more
for the purposes of opposition to her great rival, |
Fngland, than for the local advantages which it
procured her.  For, as if anticipating her defeat in
Canada, she transterred it, in the year 1762 by a
secret treaty to Spain, who held it as her most fav;o-l
rite colony, till the year 1800, when it was receded
to France by the treaty of St. Illdefonso. Ths
treaty was enforced by that of Madrid, in the suc-
_eceding year. From France it passed to the Uni-'
ted States, by the treaty of the 30th of April, 1808,
with the same extent that it originally had in the
hands of France and of Spgin. 4
‘The right of soil was then, fully vested in the

respective governments at the the time they exer.
aised their jurisdictions over tlie territory. A8
It was by the government of Spain that the great.
est number of land titles was granted. Of these,
there were two descriptions: First, Donations, of
Complete grants—and Sccond, Scttlement or Head |
rights. ’
When we consider the despotic character of the:
“Qpanish government, and the cxtent to which she |
oarried her authority in some of the provinces, we:
Zc at a loss to acgount for the remarkuble lcnip'

| !
&

-
i
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| %’Q vhich. the territorial government of Liouisiana
- Was administered. - Lands were gratuitously grant-
- ®d in fec simplg, and the inhabitants totally exempt-.
- ed from taxation. = e L 7R

- " Donations td indiyiduals were made for real, or
_pretended services, and in quantities proportioned

- to_the merit of the clkim. = Settlement, or Head
~mghts, Dbeing for the purpose of strengthening the
L‘ ountry by encouraging emigration, was apportion-
_ed according to the numbers of the family, dnclu; .
" ding husbund, wife, and ehrldren—S85 that matrimo-
. ny o this country tendednot only to happiness, but
- to wealth, The United States have confirmed alt
- 'land claims made agreeably to the laws, usages &
customs of the Spanish government, prior to the
' year 1803, provided thut the grant shall not secure
.to the grantee, or his assigns, more than one mile
.-Square, together with such other and further quanti.
-ty as was allowed- by the former government to the
husband, wife, and family of an actual scttler.
~ Alllands in this territory, not disposed of as a- -
. hove by either of the former governments, belong
to the United States. For the surveving and dis-
posal of which a Land Office is established at St.
Emis, consisting of u Deputy Surveyor General, a
Register of the Land Office, and a Reeeiver of pub-
lic ‘monies. The Deputy. Surveyor Generul, ap-
“points surveyors under him, and the vacant lands
are laid out into Townships, Scctions, and Quarter
Sections, by lines according with the cardinal
points of the Compass. B - SR -
By an act of Congress, the land sales are to b2
eegulatsd b_‘;.prqclanmtilt:m;qfth; Presid:nt of the

—
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United States. The price is fixed at two doffars:
per Acre, one fourth to be puid on entering the Lo,
with annual payments of one fourth till the whole

be paid. On the first payment a certificate, in the

nature of a receipt issucs from the land Office, a
duplicate of which, when the payment is comple-
ted is forwarded on to the Commissioner of the
General Land Office, who returns the President’s
Puatent for a full and complete title to the land unin-

~cumbered By prior claims, and consequently unin-

‘volved in the masses of + itigation.

Out of these lands helonging to the General Goy- -

ernment, the sixtecuth Seciion in every Townslip,

1s reserved by the United States for the support of

schools. . M, A -
What a difference in the value of a title of land

ebtained in this territory, and those obtained undee

the governmepts of Virginia and North Carolma,
in what are now the states of Kentucky and Ten-

nessee! Inthese, fortwenty years, the Land Of.

fices were open to every swindler! whilst the hon-
est adventurer, instead of wealth, independence, o
even a heme, frequently paid his moncey for a chain
of law suits that entilled poverty upon him and hi%:
posterity,

CHAP. XII.

Climate.

r

An enquiry into the healthiness of the climate of
the country to which a man proposes to emigratg,
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15 generally one of the first that he makes. And
it 15 one so ratonal, and of such vital importance,
thii [ 5haul endcavour to give ita candid and per-
“spic s answer, rathor then to pursuce the sul ject
~through the mazes of philosophical speculation, for

which T am equally in want of the dipsosition, and-
date  Itis viio thar we possess wealth, honors,
avd Wi the other goods of this world, if we are de-

|

~prived of thui which alone can give us a true relish
%r the trac eajoy ment of them, Aealth,

|
[

{

f-‘; O of the oot st men of the-uwe has treated
“this abjoct under tie head o ¢ ali that can inercase

]

“the progress of huinin knovledes” 1 shall treat
of itas zll that can increase the sum of human hap-
piness. |
© Ia so extensive a country as this, it will naturally
:!t‘expectcd that the climate is as various as the sit-
uation of its parts. Northurn and southern, high,
“and low lands, the margin of large rivers and inte-
“rior dry plains, will cach be acted vpon by heat and
- wvold, and an atmosphere peculiar to the nature of
* their respective situations. ‘
. The few observations which have been made ig
~whis country have not been sufliciently regular and
_simultaneous to <hew the corresponding and com.
- parative opcrations of the climute, between this and
ether countries, or between the different purts of
the country itsclf, to enable us to deduce any par-
 ticular inference from its effeets and influence.
.~ Reasoning, however, from the situstion and as-
- pect of the country, and substituting analogy for ac-
“tual observation wnd experience, the climate of this
country will be found to correspond with those-
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countries with which I have already compared it in
the third chapter of this work, under the article of
Situaton and Aspcct.:-—-—.—wnh this diffcrence; tiat
thic castern margin composiug the Mississippi val-
ley, has 1o paraliel-on the globe. That river has,
tndeed been assimilated to the Nile! and there 15
one property common to them beth, which iz some.
measure justifies the comparison—That is that the|
Hydrophobiz, . or canine madness has never been
known oft the waters of either.  But their chmatey,
soil, ar.d vegetable productions are widely difficrent.
The Mississippi valley though the largest body of
land of recent formation, is original, distinct,and S0- |
perior in quality to any in the known world. . The!
Patowmac, and that part of the Adantic coast
which skirts the eastern boundaries of Maryland, |
Virgink;, und North Carolina, produce but a mea-
are growth of vegetation; whilst the Mississippi
nourishes the most luxuriant forests, thickly sct
with undcrwood and cane.  These forests, as wili |
he more fully shewn in the article on the cultivationr
of the grape naturally miraet, and keep in action in !
their vicinity more heut and moisture than countrics |
more open and less productive. - ‘;
Runniny springs are but rirely found in the pra-
rics, or onthe Missouri; but well-water may be
generally obtained by digging 25 or 30 fect.  Inthe |
rich dry lunds west of the Mississippi, springs, and
rivulets of excellent water are cvery where to be
met with. i
As'to the healthiness of the climate generally—
Nature scems to have mude o pretty cqual distribu-
“jon of her favours throughout this globe,  The dis-

I
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ity observable by comparing one cou try with
“another has for the most part been occasioned by man.,
I high, dry situaticns, and at a distunce from the sea
- @0.ust-& largge rivers, we enjoy abundunce of health &
~vigour, but have few advantages of wealth  In rich
feriile soils und warm climates, we find all the meus
‘of growing rich, with less health and <njoyment.
~ This taritory in a state of nature, is. gencrally
Jcalthy ; -but when the rich marly soil, and the bor-
ders of the large rivars come to be cultivated ;
when the vast masses of vegetation which now glow
with life and beauty shell be felled and putrified ; it
‘will no doubt be infested with the epideinical dis-
‘eascs peeculiar to countries similarly situated.

el 4 GunRy

CHAP. XIIL

Cultivation of the Gra)e.

The subj(-ct of this chapter I communicated last

‘summer i a paper addressed to the Aentucky So-
‘siety for promoting Agriculfire ; from whence 14
found its way into the public prints.  And as tho
observations it contains are as well adapted to the
meridian of St. Louis, as to that of Lexington #
“eunnot but form a valuable addition to this publica-
tion. .
It has long been a subject of surprise to foreigns
ers as well as to our own country men, that the
grape should grow to such great perfection in all the
the latitudes from 17 to 45 d:grees inthe old world

and that it shonld be so limited and precariews m

A
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} . - ticle i8 successfully. cultivated in 03«

% - And yet, under a temperature which

% .50 congenial to tts production, as to render Ilan
- - ject of prmary i f rtance to, the cu"ltlvator;ﬁ

rarcly mdt‘mmﬁes im  here for his. labour ; ¢
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: _-arcmts, in fact; almost to a total neglect of it ¢
y - - ther fér pleasurt er profit. - Nor can our unsuces
- " ful endeuvours to rare the Grape to advantge arise.
- from a want of acquaintance with the methods c
' cultivating it in cther plnces. since we have
mongst us expericnced vine dressers from.
ricus part$ of the torld, inwhich it is cnltivu
in-the greatest abundnnce and to the grc.msst X
feciion. ¥4 _'F"
Vo ean thercfore, i'e[’er tbé Causcs nf our faluze, |
only, to the changeable and multform naiure of
cur climate, which though less intense in its ex-°

: trcme of heat and cold, is nevertheless, more ﬁuﬁ,-

- “tuating und conscquently more unfavouruble to the

growth of plants, not acclimated, than to such as

are indigenous,  Thisds ev ldl.ﬂt from the nccesu

1y we are under of accdcmuno by artifieial meaus.

the growth of many culinary vcgctablcs which our
Jate scasons would rctard, or destroy al*ogtthen.}
|
1

~.£=

Lo

. i.,

The Grape, which Tve cultivate for wine, thougl

."‘_"‘1
4
|
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Ehmnte , requires likewise our

ot its, ﬂendur shoors from the
; ol‘ an untoward spring.

[he smﬁl&%nsigm of ou;l;:quntry from a

SS n champaign; from a

’hature ioé?viiuaﬁgl: and refinement, pro-

S 10 ¢ I seasons a sensi sible change, whlch the

gress oFé.Her muntnes nendcred impercep-

uiw forests that {WPsiins mieasure ar-
| d th Moﬂhé cold winds that blow from
the vasg un Iﬁvnted frozen reglons ol the north
_ we:.t, “have retired before the enterprise of
and given place to open ficlds and

/ hat ﬂlé work of many centurics in othct
-~_-~ has been the offect of a few years in ours.
I {orcsts ‘absorbed much of the chilling
. cmmteractcd with theirnative heat, ThL
oﬁ the héavy vapeurs atid bénumbing fogs
Wi whl.ch these wilds are saturated.
N know that caldis a negative quality, or énly
: absence cf heat ; and that vegetables, like other
odies possess the puwer of attracting and commu.
cating heat fo the surrounding ;.tmo\sllh“lc ; and as
attmcuon of the larger bodies is the greatest,
«!' by necessarily cbsorb a grester quantity of heat,
-aporuon of w hlch.as dlSLhal"gtd as the utm%p.m:
“cools, till an cqulhbnum is produced upon the
: "hoh, which acts equuliy onevery thing w lthm its
. This is obvicus from cvery ones experi-
‘ence—An.individu 1 alone in aroom without fire,
weuld freezeinacold day, w ho, with a hundred

<




“late frosts which happen in spring, are much more

: yard, which is diff-rently situated ; being bounded
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more would be cbmforiubly warm. There MﬂJ

.
4|

be a pereeptible, thoughnotso greata diffcrence be~
tween his situation in an open plainand a close wood, &
Tn the first case, the temperature of the atmosphere.
would be modtated by the natural heat of thebod-y
ics in the room ; in the last, by the heat absorbed”
by the larger bodies during the day, which would
be communicated, as the air cooled, to the  smallae |
bodies that had absorbed less. |  + = . & o
It is obvious then, if this reascning be correet (& |
it is strongly corroberated by experience) that the

fatal to vegetation in an opes plain than in " shick
forest.—Consequently a vineyard plarited in the one
situation will rarely succeed at all, and never to atl-
vantage ; while in the other it will rarely fuil of pro-
ducing a plentiful crop ol Grape. The following_.i
ficts will more fully illustrate the truth of this posi- -
tion—Five milcs east of Lexington is a vineyard
situated in a lurge plantation, that opens to the north |
and scuth about hall a mile, and to the east and'west
a considerable distance. This vineyard, with !
which the proprictor has taken much pains forelev- |
en years, has never yieldedbut one crop of Grape,
During the lust year it has beeén twice bitten down '
by the frost. One mile from this is another ving-

oir the south by a luxuriant growth of chary trees,
on the east by a thriviig row of cedars, and on the
no-th and west by towring forest trees, LT his vine.
yard remains woRuret by the fiost, and bears cvery
vear a full crop et Grape. ' A

-

>
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. The uﬁiform{ty 'ofthcseresqlts from theirrespective
Seituiticns, proves that the failure of the grape with
41, is owing to local and @ansient causes,” which

[ ay be easily and effectually countéracted. Fot
bithough we camot force nature in her operations,
‘4ve miay aid and accelerate her productions by arti-
Wéiil means,  Aiid a vineyard planted inan oblong
“Square; with two or three rows of apple or cherry
Jrteson each side, will rarely be injured by the frosts.
"PThe red cedaf, on account ofitsbeing an ever-green
and bearing a thicker foliage, is probably superior
%o thefruit trees; as the thicker and more flourishin
he * sarrounding vegetation, the more heat ans
'-i&; ture will be attracted and kept in action in the?
* n":zrdﬁmm the Vine dresser has the choice
afcultivating with his vineyard, valuable fruit trecs;
or Hespu’ld_-i‘goves—-Of gratifying-his cupidity or
§ards-planted in town gardens, 'where'the houses,
“gmoke, &c. protect them from the chilling blasts. '
® The vineyards at Veevay, in Indiand, are shelt
. #d'on the'north by elevated hills covered with alu
wiriant prowth of forest trees, “and ‘on the south, by
0 b, swhose Wari and moist va  have an
appropriate influence in moderdting the impendmg¥
atmosphere. - These vineyards have, in a few years
enriched the proprietm's'. - e vine dresser culti.
‘vates two Acres ang a half, which produce about

seven huidred gaﬂons of wine, worth one thousand
llars! besides a suffiicient quantity of other arti-
r, for family consumption; a greater profit ﬁrga
- 4 i
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Two years ago, my friend on the Arkansas, madé
an experiment with the indigenous grape of that
country. He selected a large vine of what 1s calicd
the Florida or bullet grape, that had enveloped a tall
forest tree, which he carefully felled, so as not to m-
jure the vine; trimming of the brushy part of the

onghs, and leaving the more sturdy branches as
props to the vine, which he pruned and cultivated
about the roots—This vine the first year produced
one barrel of excellent wine.

It is much to be lamented that we have not yet
adopted some wholesome and innocent beverage as'
a substitute for ardent spirits, the bane of morals,
health and happiness! Munki‘ljhas becn accustome .
ed to intoxicating drinks frot the earliest ::ﬁes of
society—and we cannot expect that they. will eved
refrain from them—But that wine, if made in suffiy
tient quantities, would in some measure supplang
the use of distilled spirits, there is no doubt.~—"The
obtaining of this desirable end too, would increasg
the independence of our own country, by adding te
its already numerous productions; and become @
successful defence agajnst the attacks of foreignersy
who make a merit of depreciating, what in- _
ghey do not wnderstand.

CHAP. X1V,

Statistical View. .

~#" Thisarticle ought to comprise a summary of al} |
&pat relates to the present state of this termitory. lay
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| x '
o its physical Topography—2d. To its political
| Tomgrap{lyihd?ﬁrsa this heud, Legll)sqaﬁon,
~ Laws, Judiciary and Judicial proceedings, political -
. divisions, population, Religious societies, and Sems
- Iarics of lcarning. 3d. Geology—Including mines,
' minerals, and mineral productions—4th. Botany,
: ’rand as Doctor Drake would have it ) Medical
opography—>5th. An account of the Mountains;
Lakes, Rivers, Crecks, rivulets, and natural springs.
6th. Commercial advantages, with notices of 1ts
- navigable rivers, Canals, and roads for the transpor-
- tat on of produce and merchandise—7th. Manufac-
tures, and manufacturing companies—with its
- produce for home, and foreign markets—8th. Wild
- and tame animals, including beasts, birds, & fishegy
oeq('))le:lts, toads, and insects.
the most important of these subjects I have
goncisely treated in the preceeding pages—For
many of them, there wasa deficiency of details ;
"and on all, I wanted that information which the
- functionaries of the government bave not furnished
 to the territory itself. 5 :
A notice of the memoriuls to Congress, may, vert
properly conclude this chapter ; as they embrace
subjccts in which, not only the territory, but the
- United States, ought to feel a lively interest.
The firstis, that of the French emigrants, prayings
- a grant from Congress of choice lands on the Ar.
kansas, on terms of defered payment.
The second 1s, a memorial of a part of the citia
zens of the territory, praying admission into thg
Union as an independant stateg

-
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- O the first of these memori.ls it may be asiiéd;- |
1st. How fur is it the interest of'the United Staws g
Sicrease her population, by encouraging larg.: com-
munitics of forcigners to settle hor vacant lands om
terms more favourable than those granted by law to
her own citizens,  2d. Isi just, or equitable to :;,tli
to strangers a lurge body of choice lands, the most
advantageously situated of any in the territory,

~with twelve years to pay the purchase money, while

native Americans, who have paid taxes, and fought |
the battles of their country, wre left to pay the same |
price for the retuse of the lands, in one third of thqi
time. 3d. whatwill be the cffects of this policy, on {
morzls, and the politicul institutions, yet to be for-
med inthese new territories, when forcign principles,
essentizlly different from our own, and supported by
wealth, shall have their influence, in their establis.
ment. : '3 4
To these questions it may be truly and laconically |
answered— that there is neither interest to the pubs
lic ; justice to thecitizen, nor advantages in morals,
or politics, likely to be derived from this stretch of
nations] urbanity, in treating strangers better tham
our own citizens. I the government hus any thing
to spare, there are claims enough founded on pube
Lic scrvices (t use the langu.ge of the constitution )
vet unprovided for. : :
On the subject of the memorial to become a stateg -

- i¢ may be asked—

-

1st. That if the people, in the highest grade ofa |
territorial government, with an independant Legis.

lature of their own cheice, are incapghle of furm}ng -
salutary municipal regulations, aud of remedyug
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the evils of which they complain in their memorial,
€21 they be supposed cupabie of f wniog the basis
of 1 permanent state government which will not be
fraugcht with similar or greater cvils.

2d. Are not the liiits asked for in the memori 3
too great for any one state— And will not sucha di-
vision of the territory prove injuriousto its nore
thern and southern sections, which it will detach,
and leave like disinherited children, to poverty and
erphunage.

_ I'have mercly given these subjects, the Socritic
fegative ; it remains for Congress to decide on o
" for the good of the nation, and the equal rigits of
| ghe citizens, . i

THE END)]
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