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The traditional birthplace
of Abraham Lincoln.
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The Lincoln family Bible.
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“It is great folly to attempt to make anything out of me or my early t Springfield.

life,” wrote the candidate to a supporter. “It can all be condensed into
a single sentence; and that sentence you will find in Gray’s Elegy:
‘The short and simple annals of the poor.” That’s my life and that's
all you or anyone else can make out of it.”

EARLY
POLITICAL
CHAREER

Lincoln spent 6 important years in
New Salem. Defeated for office, he
turned to storekeeping, then was
appointed postmaster, became a sur-
veyor, and plunged into law studies.
In 1834 he was elected to the legisla-
ture as a Whig, where he denounced
slavery as “founded on both injustice A. L. in 1847.
and bad policy” but opposed the

spread of abolition societies,

Three years later Lincoln moved to

Springfield, the new State capital. Licensed an attorney the year before, he formed a partner-
ship with the able John T. Stuart and soon dipped into local politics. After marrying Mary
Todd, a Kentucky belle, in 1842, he settled down in earnest to the law.

From 1847-49 Lincoln served in Congress. He worked hard in office, but his opposition to the
Mexican War proved notably unpopular back home, and he was passed over for renomination.

Mary Todd
Lincoln

Sadly he returned to Springfield, and resumed his law practice. Honest, shrewd, and effective
before juries, he soon rose to the first vank of the Illinois bar,
Over the next 5 years Lincoln devoted much time to studying the American past and the loom-
g ing issue of slavery.
Roused by the repeal of
the Missouri Compro-
mise, he emerged from
political retirement to
grapple with Stephen
A. Douglas, who advo-
cated in Congress doc-
Lincoln's most celebrated law trines that would allow
ﬁ“[,u:"v.‘h;":::::;: °|,'| s the introduction of slav-
ery into the western
territories. Their first
skirmish came in 1854,
Arguing that slavery
should be restrained to
its present domain, Lin-
coln marshaled history
and logic to counter

Abraham Lincoln, elected 16th President of the United States
soon after penning these lines, aptly summed up

his humble beginnings. He was born on February 12,
1809, in a log cabin on the Kentucky frontier.

His parents—Thomas Lincoln, a carpenter and backwoods
farmer, and Nancy Hanks, a shadowy figure of obscure
lineage—were hardworking and religious but without
schooling. When Abe was 2, his father took

his family to another, more fertile farm 10 miles
north. This was the Knob Creek place, and

% the boy long remembered his years here. He swam
15 L in the creek with companions, attended A.B.C.

A 1 schools with his sister Sarah for a few

months, and accompanied his father on chores.

The gravestone of
Nancy H. Lincoln.

Poisonous snakeroot,
whence came the dread
“milk sickness.”

In Abe’s Tth year, title troubles again
drove his father off his farm. Seeking
secure land and—his son said later—free
=~ g soil, Thomas carried his family into the
Indiana wilderness and settled near
Little Pigeon Creek. Two years later,

OLD TAZEWELL!
e

Little Pigeon Baptist Church, which
the Lincolns attended in Indiana.

novon ¢
in 1818, Abe’s mother died, a victim of — Douglas’ theory of
» the terrible “milk sickness,” and the CRAND  COUNCIL “popular sovereignty.”
oo family sank into a rough existence from ABRAHAM LINCOLN! It was the first great
OZORE WAMIINGTON ; e ﬁ which it did not emerge until Thomas et speech of his career. .
ecanes tvacsoras S ot remarried. W Two years later, an- Gt S
AN s HON. LYMAN TRUMBULL other address, this time \eebenigiDovslsy

His new wife was Sarah Bush Johnston,
a widow with three children. Cheerful
and energetic, she brought a new tone

to the Lincoln cabin and raised the boy
and his sister as her own.

to a State Convention of the new Republican

party, again brought him wide attention. He was

now enough of a national figure to be seriously

considered for the Republican vice-presidential

nomination. In 1858 Lincoln challenged Doug-
s las for his Senate seat. For 3 months they ranged Illinois

—— debating the issue of freedom in the territories. Lincoln

"“Wlﬂ I exposed the inconsistencies in Douglas’ arguments, while

i 1 "i 1 disavowing abolitionism himself. Douglas won the election,

= e e = Y but the contest lifted the tall prairie lawyer once more

The home in Springfield. into national prominence.

5 HALF PRICE >
A handbill for a political
meeting held during the Lin-
coln-Douglas debates.

A book which geeatly
moved young Abraham.

S ST = 3
An Ohio River ;‘umbm; The General Pike, in Early in 1860 Lincoln journeyed east to lecture in New
York City. He called for the exclusion of slavery from the
territories, deplored efforts to destroy the Union, and
urged friendship toward the South. The speech was a
triumph, and the number of his supporters grew. When
his rivals proved weak in the national convention, Lincoln !
was nominated for the Presidency on the third ballot. The Wigwam in Chicago,
where Lincoln was nominated.

Abraham grew up in Indiana. A lanky, good-humored
youth, liked by all, he helped his father with the farming,
hacked away at the forest with his ax, attended the occa-
sional schools in the community, and read incessantly. Un-
interested in labor, he passed long hours in talk. At 16 he
worked for a few months on a farm along the Ohio. Three
years later he rode a flatboat down the Mississippi to New
Orleans and first glimpsed a wider world.

Lincoln's surveying equipment.

In 1830 the Lincolns moved once more. Lured by reports
of rich black soil, they piled all their goods into wagons
and set out for Illinois. Soon they reached a spot on the
banks of Sangamon River, a few miles from Decatur.
Abraham was now 21, free to come and go as he chose,

but he stayed with his family for a year, breaking ground,
splitting rails, and planting corn. After another trip down
the Mississippi, he drifted into New Salem, a thriving
village.

; RGN AT il
A political rally at the

A poster for the 1860 campaign.
Lincoln home in August 1860.

Two views of
Lincoln the
candidate.

From his doorstep in Springfield Lincoln ran a quiet
campaign, receiving delegations and political leaders while
avoiding speeches and ing. In Ni ber 1860 the
Nation voted. Lincoln won a large electoral majority (180
votes to 123 for his three opponents), but he polled less
than half of the popular vote. The South voted almost
solidly against him.

For a while he clerked in Offutt’s store. When it failed, he
grasped at a new opportunity. Encouraged by his friends
he ran for the State legislature, advocating a variety of

o public improvements. Though he lost the election, he

ads - carried his own neighborhood by 277 votes to 7, a source of
A page from A's sum New Salem as Lincoln knew great pride for many years after.

book, assembled in Indiana. it. A plat made in 1866.

“The fiery trials through which we pass will ight us down, to honor or dishonor, to the last generation.” secoND ANNUAL MESSAGE TO CONGRESS

The first inaugural, g
beneath the unfin- e
fshed Copital dome. ALY & The summer of 1864 was one of Lincoln’s

~ most difficult. Peace negotiations were
. begun, but fell through. There was discord
in the Cabinet, and in August Lincoln broke
with the Radicals in Congress. He soon
came to believe that he had no chance of
winning reelection.
Yet the tide was slowly turning. Two days
after the Democrats nominated McClellan
for the Presidency, Atlanta fell to W. T.
citadel of Vicksburg, splitting  Sherman and Northern morale soared. Lin-
the Confederacy. When he coln won the November election easily,
broke the siege of Chatta- carrying 22 of the 25 participating States.

@

e ]
Gettysburg, 1863: “[The world} can nooga 2 months later, a grate-  mpe way was fast drawing to a close as
never forget what they did here.”” ful Lincoln broughthlm east to Lincoln began his second term. Lee was

e command all the Union armies. bottled up at Petersburg; Sherman’s swath

of destruction had bad-
ly crippled the South;

slavery was dead. Lin-
coln’s concern now was

[
bright spot. But at The Emancipation, as ) May 1864, while another
Fredericksburg in  theplainpeop " Union force set out across
late 1862 a"d, at Georgia, Grant advanced
Chancellorsville in southward, bent on destroying Lee’s army. ern 1
the spring of 1863 Lee fought desperately in the Wilderness the reconciliation of the ;
the North again suf- and at Spotsylvania. Casualties mounted, two sections. In his in- The assassin’s weapon.
- feye_d large-scale and and quick victory seemed as far away as ever, 3“8'““‘1 address he dej B

Lincofailconfess Rith B critical defeats. scribed the war as a visitation from God
McClellan, just after  An 1864 political cartoon, point- and—mellowed and deepened by the ordeal

the battle of Antictam.  ing toward the task of reunion. —he pleaded for peace without malice. 2 Gt :
On April 9 Lee surrendered to Grant at u:l.:id: '_"::Nd
Appomattox. Two nights later a torchlight e A Ford’s Theatre,
/

This was Lincoln’s
darkest hour. After
Antietam, he had is-
sued the Emancipation Proclamation, de-
claring free all slaves in rebel territory,
but words could not substitute for victories.
Now Lee was marching northward again.
and set up a rival government. The guns In July the armies clashed at Gettysburg,
roared first at Fort Sumter, turning back and Lee retreated with bloody losses. As
Lincoln's relief expedition. Both sides called the North rejoiced, more good news came
for troops, more Southern States from the West. Stubby, quiet-spoken
seceded, and the Nation plunged Ulysses S. Grant captured the strategic
headlong into civil war.

The fighting went
badly at first for the North,
Plagued by poor generalship,

the Federal army in the
East was roundly

trounced in 1861 and through most of 1862.
George B. McClellan’s repulse of Robert E.
Lee at Antietam Creek was the solitary

The bombardment of Fort
Sumter, April 12-14, 1861,

hen Lincoln took office on March
4, 1861, secession was an accom-
plished fact. The lower South

had withdrawn from the Union

“The whole physiognomy is as
coarse a one as you would meet
anywhere in the length and
breadth of the States; but withal,
it is redeemed, illuminated, soft-
ened, and brightened by a kindly
though serious look out of his
eyes, and an expression of homely,

iy, that seems weighted with

procession called at the White House. In- / where Lincoln
stead of a victory speech, Lincoln gave \ o b was shot.

them his moderate views on reconstruction.
It was the last public address of a compas-
sionate man. On April 14 he and Mrs.
Lincoln went to the theater. During the
third act an assassin slipped into the Lin-
coln’s box, shot the President in the head,
leaped onto the stage before a startled audi-
ence, and fled into the darkness. Soldiers
carried the slumped figure across the street
to a boardinghouse and laid him across a
bed. Surgeons worked over Lincoln all
night, but he never regained consciousness.
The next morning death came to the man
whom power had ennobled.

A people’s tribute.
FHOTOS: LIBRARY OF CONGRESS, CHICAGO HISTORICAL §OCIBTY, ILLINOIS STATE ISTORICAL LIDAARY, LoUIs A. wARKEN [

bookish cultivation, no refinement;
honest at heart, and thoroughly
30, and yet, in some sort, sly—
at least, endowed with a sort of
tact and wisdom that are akin to
craft, and would impel him, I
think, to take an antagonist in
flank, rather than to make & bull-
run at him right in front.””
—Natheniel Hawthorne

Jeflerson Davis, President of the
Confederate States of America.

McLean House, Appomattox, Va.  Ulysses S. Grant 1864
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