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LETTERS.

LETTER 1.

CHAKGE OF TONE—POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS ABO-
LITIONISTS—HOW THE FORMEE HAVE OUTWIT-
TED THE LATTER—FREMONT—THE NEW YORK
M'CLELLAN DEMONSTRATION—LET THE ISSUE
BE BETWEEN M'CLELLAN AND FREMONT.

Yo all American Citizens who long for a speedy
restorziion of peace, liberty, and the Union:
Before we enter upon the discussion of the

management of the war, let us take a brief

survey of the present political situation.

A remarkable change has recently come
over the organs of the Republican party. The
time was wher no man could raise his voice
against fhe measures of the President without
being stigmatized as a rebel, a copperhesad, or
a sympathizer. The Admiunistration was de-
clared to be the Government, and an upgues-
iioning support of all its measures was con-

sidered the test of loyaliy. Men were re-
quired to support not only a!l the measures
which kad been taken, but also all that might
be taken for the suppression of the rebellion; |
and multitudes of patriotic men were tolled
into Union Leagues, and there sworn virtual-
ly to sapport those measures, whether they
approved of them or not.

How is it now? Even Repullicans dare to
question the competency of the President to
the high duties of his office. Some of them
openly condemn his interference with the
right of suffrage, his invitation to rebels
through the purgaticn of an ozth to btecome
his partners in governiug the seceded States,
and through them the whols United States,
his negro colonies governed by white masters,
his suffering himself to be a caudidate for re-
election in violation of his pledygzes, &e.  And
what has become of those rampant ¢‘uncon-
ditional Union men’’ who recently denounced

means.

every man who whispered dissent from the
President’s policy, as copperheads or sympa-
thizers? They are as mute as dumb dogs.
Men can now speak their minds without dan-
ger of denunciation, arrest, and imprisonment.

The truth is, there has long been smothered

discor- 2t in the Republican p:--ty from its

bead in the Cabinet to its tail in the lager
beer saloons of the great cities. That party
is composed of two distinct elements which I
designate political Abolitionists and religious
Abolitionists. Neither of them has but a
single idea: the single idea of the political is
the ‘loaves and fishes’’—office and its emol-
uments ; the single idea of the religious is
the extinction of slavery. The political Abol-
itionists care nothing for slavery except as
means of gaining and retaining power and
wonld at any time have eompounded with the
slaveholders upon that condition. They mis-
took the Southern conspiracy for a mere
political game, such as they themselves had
been playing, and sincerely believed that all
wonld be ecmpromised insixty or ninety days.
Discovering their mistake in that, they turn
their thoughts upon somc scheme to extract
politic® power from the rebellion itself. Hence
the President’s scheme of reconstruction,
ignoring all honest loyalty in the States re-
deemed fromn rebellion and throwing the new
governments into the hands of white-washed
rebels who will take care to put his own sup-
porters in Congress and the Electoral Col-
leges. By these expedients and an accession
of u dozen votes from new States carved out
of the Western wildernesa with the popula-
tion of a third rate Eastern city, it is hoped.
that the control of the government may, for
some time to come, be secmred to the political
Abolitionists. _ uh
The religious Abolitionists, without being
more safe for the comntry, are more honest
in their purposes and more direct in their
They are the sincere devotees of
the ‘‘higher law,”” and deem it perfectly
right to trample under foot &ll human laws
and institutions for the purpose of extin-
guishing negro slavery in the United States.
But they have been sadly outwitted and out-
managed by their political allies. The Presi-
dent, though seeming to vacillate’ between
the two factions, has all along been in the
bhands ==t~ nal#oal  Abolitionists whose



4

only hope of perpewmating their political power
is centerel in his re-election. To prevent
their religious nllies from bringing forward
one of their own men, they very adroitly,
through the Union Leagues and private cor-
respondence, brought out State Legislatures
and other bodies in favor of his re-glection,
ereating a seeming public sentiment designed
to forestal the decision of the Republican
National Convention. So successfully was
the game played, that when the Radicals
weked up and began to talk about their man,
they found the republican mind preoccupied,
and their destined champion deemed it pru-
dent to retire from the field without entering
the lists, even for a nomination.

Those of the leading Radicals who are mea- |

gurably governed by political considerations,
seem disposed to acquiesce in the result of
this wily management of their associates;
but there is effervescence in the popular radi-
cal mass which is showing itself in demon-
strations in favor of General Fremont.

On the other hand, there are men of many
shades of opinion, who think no change of
administration can be for the worse, not even
the election of General Fremont. There are
the Conservatives, embracing in fact a vast
mezjority of the Democratic party, who think
the only road to reunion and peace, is throngh
2 dispersica of the rebel armies, end an un-
conditional amnesty to all but the rebel lead-
ers; the peace Democrats, who think the
Union can be restored only by a cessation of
hostilities and negotiation ; the war Demo-
crats who scarcely differ from the Conserva-
tives ; and many Republicens who have be-
come disgusted with the management of the
war, ' 'To all these may be added the 'real
sympathizers with the rebellion in the North,
few in number and with little influence.

The recent demonstration in New York,
afforded ample evidence, that all these ele-
ments are ready to unite in the support of
GeNeBAL GzoraeE B. McCLELLAN, as their can-
didate for the next Presidency, not because
the sympathizers and peace Democrats prefer
him to all others, but because, as a choice of
evils, they prefer him to the present incum-
bent. The other classes are prepared to give
him a heartfelt and enthusiastic support
ageinst all the seductions and threats of the
party in power, divided or combined. That
the revolutionists appreciate the significance
of that meeting may be judged by the viru-
lence and falsehood with which they assail its

| proceedings, and the men who took part in
' them. ;
And why should not the party in power
combine in favor of General Fremont, and
| join issus with the supporters of General Me-
| Clellen? Fremont is the true representative of '
| the ‘“higher law”’ doctrine which would sweep
Iaa.wajr the ¢‘foszilized” Constitution handed
'down by Washington and his compatriots
and give us instead negro ‘‘liberty, equality, |
{ and fraternity,’’ with a consolidated republie- :
'or splendid empire founded on the destrme-
'tion of the State institutions, and held to-
igether by 'the bayonet. MeCiellan, on the
' other hand, is the trus representative of the
| principles of the revolutionary fathers em-
bodied in the Constitution. Fremont would
make of the eatire South a Hungary or a Po-
land ; Me¢Clellan wounld, when their armies
are dispersed. allow them, purified by the
fiery ordeal through which they have passed,
to resume their position in the Union aand
govern themselves =as heretofore. Let us
have this well defined and intelligible jssue in
preference to the usurping State governments:

' gotten up in the South for the purpose cf se-
! curirg temporary political power, but fraught

with dangers of future cenvulsions and revola-
tions. Let us have the glorious old Federal Re-
public under McClellan, or, whatever God shall
vouchsafe us under Fremont.

Awmos KeNDALL.
March 25:h, 1864.

—_—

_ e

LETTER IL

GENERAL GRANT—WILL HE BE ALLOWED TO MAN-

AGETHE WAR !—DOUBTFUL—HIS MANAGEMENT

IN TENNESSEE—A GROWL AT HIM—*‘‘ REFRAC-

TORY’’ EAST TENNESSEEANS WON'T SWEAR—

WILL THEIR VOTES BE THROWN oot ?

To all American Citizens who long for a speedy
restoration of peace, liberty, and the Union:

It is devoutly hoped that, profiting by past
experience, the civil authorities at Washing-
ton will hereafter refrain from interfering
with the plans of the Lientenant General
commanding our armies. In General Grant,
the country has unbounded confidence. « The
peopls believe that if supplied with a saf-
fisient force, well fed, well clad, and wel
paid, and (et alone, he will, within the present
year, take the rebel capital and drive the
remnant of the rebel army, now before Rie 3
mond, out of Virginia, or disperse it into
bands of gnerrillas and robbers. w
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them believe that if he can be permitted to
prosecute the war on the Christian principles
recommended by Gemeral McClellan, and al-
iowed to announce as he advances a general
and unconditional amnesty, (excepting only
the leaders of the rebellion, ) the Southern peo-
ple will soon lay down their arms, and we
shall all rejoice in the restoration of peace and
union. Bat, if absolute corquest and the ob-
literation of State lines and State rights is to
be the ultimate object, and general disfran-
chisement of the loyal, the constrazined and
the deluded, as well as the guilty and the de-
ceivers, attended by sweeping confiscations,
ig to follow in the wake of our armies, then
we may despair of & restoration of order inm
the South for years to come, and may well
tremble for the preservation of free institu-
tions as well as individual liberty in the
North. It speaks well for Gen. Grant, that
he has exacted no degrading oaths from loyal
men in Tennessee, and shown a disposition to
protect them in their individual and consti-
tutional rights. It also speaks well for him,
that he is not trifling away his time in places
of amusement and speech-making, while his
bleeding country requires all his energies of
body and mind to save it from ruin. When
we see announcements of our high dignitaries
at entertainments and’ theatres, we canunot
but feel that their presencc in these times cf
general mourning and distress would be more
appropriate in lhouses of prayer, mor can we
avoid thinking of that passage in Roman his-
tory which informs us that, * Nero fiddied
while Rome was burning.”’

Bat we have serious misgivings that Gen.
Grant will not be let alone. VWe fear that

his military skill and soui:d sommon sense to

the suppression of the rebellion with the least
possible general suffering and destruction of
bhuman life, he will be hunted as Gen. Me-
Clellan was by those who, with shouts for
liberty, are trampling under foot all the bar-
riers of liberty, and are preparing, ignorantly
we hope, both the North and the South for a
grand military empire.

We had written thus far, when strong evi-
dence presented itself confirming our fears.
We learn throngh Parson Brownlow’s paper,
in Knoxville, that in parts of East Tennessee,
the people refused to take the oath prescribed’
by the Presi%snt’s Proconsul or Military Gov-
enor, and were allowed to vote notwithstand-

ipg. He says, ‘“in several places we have

heard from, where Union sentiment was over-
whelming too, the judges and people required
and took no oath, but that prescribed by the
old code of Tennessee. The people have an
idea, somehow or other, that the Union men
of East Tennessee, have given sufficiant evi-
dence of their loyalty without the additional
sanction of a test oath, no matter by what
military officer prescribed.”’

The principal organ of the Revolutionists at
Washington, trnkes to task these ‘‘refractory
voters’? as it calls them, and distinetly inti-
mates that their votes ought not to be count-
ed! It says, ¢ We are not informed whether
votes cast in disregard of the Governor’s re-
guirement, will be counted, or how many re-
bel votes were cast on the same easy terms.
We presuma that Governor Johnson will sat-
isfy himself on these points, and also as to ths
effect of the example set by these refractory
voters, before he permits them to have legal
effect.”’

Why was not the military on hand, as in
Kentucky, Maryland, &c., to compel these
¢t rafractory voters’ to take the oath or drive
them from the polls ¥ It was because a man
who entertains a high sense of justice and
honor was in command of that military dis-
triet ; a man who appreciates the fact, that it
is the proper function of the army to put down
the armed rebellion and not to enforce illegal
test oaths upon any body, and especially upon
men whose loyalty was never doubted. The
article in the revolutionary organ, therefore,
can be understood only 23 a growl at General
Grant and an order to Governor Johnson.

And will it not be a seene for the world’s
wonder, if the votes of these devoted men of
Tennessee who have suffered from their loyal-
ty years of horrible robbery and persecution,
and seen their neighbers hanged and shot for
no crime but fidelity to their govern#m'nt,
shall now be thrown oat and the government
of their State pass into the hands of & parce!l
of white-washed traitors, the swora lieges of
the Executive at Washington ! “‘Refractory,”
are they!! Yes, they were tao ¢ pefractory”’
to be reduced or driven into rebellion, and

they 'are now too proud and too ¢t pefractory”

to place themselves on a'level with rebels,
swear away not only their.own property or
that of their neighbors, but virtually to give
up at executive dictation, the constitutional
and legal privileges for' which they have so
long bled and suffered. And what for? To
aid in the consummation of an alliance between
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.ue North and | border and secedea diates v .. Lito COUSCIVE,
the very worst rebels in the South, their own bit- | tive men ef the North. All t!mse @l_:teréd
terest persecutors, men without principle or | to the snpport of the war with em:h slasmy’
honor, who will swear anything to save their l because they were assured th.at. 1.t‘ ‘was a wﬁl
property or to gain power, with a view to the | against rebels for the Constitution and ﬁqa
re-election of Mr. Lincoln and the permanent Union, and not a war against States, for the
government of the whole connty by that most ; subversion of their St.ata righi:.s 'and‘ local in-
unprincipled class of politicians. Already | stitutions. By perfidiously giving it theht- :
Tennessee and all those States in which the | ter direction in the face of the Constitutiom,

President’s plan of reconstruction seems like- a3 well as the plighted faith of the President)

tho poiccical BUvLiJmpe s L

1y to prevail, are considered as mere Ezecutive ‘
appendages, and in estimates of results their
votes are, as a matter of course, put down for
Mr. Lincoln.

In my next I propose to commence a review
of the management of the war.

Amos KENDALL.
March 30, 1864.

-~

LETTER III.
A SUMMARY OF THE REASONS WHY THE EEBELLION
HAS NOT BEEN SUPPRESSED—A GLOOMY PROS-
PECT.

To ali American Citizens who long for a speedy
restoration of peace, liberty and the Union.
Why is it, that with an array of military

power, an expenditure of treasure and a sac-

rifice of human life, scarcely equalled in any
war of ancient or modern times, the rebellion
has not been suppressed and peace restored to
our unhappy country? Why is it, that call
after call is made for the young men of our
land, by hundreds of thousands, to peril
bealth and life in the camp and in the battle
field? Why is it, that our National debt is
rolling up its immense mass by a thousand
millions per annum and taxation bids fair to
absorb all the profits of industry? And why
the prospect now before us, of indefinite war
and blocdshed, increasing debt, increasing
taxation, final exhaustion both of men and
money, a nation clothed in mourning, agitated
with internal throes and sinking at last under

a military despotism ?

These are solemn inquiries. The answers
involve awfal responsibilities, and, though
truly and boldly, shonld not be lightly given.
In devotion to truth next akin to worship of
Diety and devotion to country never suar-|
passed, I shall attempt to answer them.

The cause of the ill success of the Union
armies hitherto, may be summed up under
the following heads, viz.:

1. The perfidy of the administration, includ-
ing Congress, towards the Union men in the

and of Comgress, they have quenched what-
ever of true loyalty was left in the seceded’'
States, alienated the loyal men in the border

States, disgusted and measurably discouraged

the conservative men of the free Btates, divid-

ing the North, uniting the South, and dou-

bling the relative strength of the rebellion.

The country is now sutfering the God:- ordained

punishment of perfidy by a protracted war

with its attendant scenes of deselation, suf-

fering bloodshed and mourning.

2. Incompetency of those in authority, especi-
ally the President of the United States, who,
as many of his original friends now admit,
has neither the judgment, decision or courage
which the crisis of the country requires inits
chief magistrate ; yet, endowed with a vanity
and obstinacy, which, at the same time, make
him the victim of flatterers and blind him to
the lessons of experience, he is totally una-
ware that instead of being the idol cf the mna-
tion, he is supported by intelligent men of his
own party merely as a choice of evils.

3. The destruction of the safeguards of liberty
by the general suspension of the writ of ha-
beas corpus, thus exposing every citizen, loyal
as well as disloyal, with cause or without
cause, to arbitrary arrest and indefinite ims
prisonment. This act and the ontrages upon
personal liberty and the press which have fol-
lowed, would have produoced a revolution
among any people less devoted to peace and
order and less hopeful of the future than tke
people of the United States. :

4. Military jealousy and revolutionary conspi-
racies, which, operating upon the mind of a
weak and timid President, have defeated the
best 1aid military plans, driven some 'of our
ahlest Generals from active service, entrusted
our armies to incompetent hands, exposed the =
North to repeated invasions and sacrificed
hecatombs of humen lives in sickly camps, i
bootless victories and inglorious defeats. |

5. The denunciations of a subservient andm-.'-‘;-
cious press, stigmatizing as.Copperheads, gym-
pathizers or traitors, all those who rel‘y )

-
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endorse every measure of the Administration| The answer to these questions ought to be
adopted under pretext of suppressing the re- | a warning to those in power to retrace their
bellion, though in many instances calculated | steps, to confine the war to its legitimate ob-
if not designed to give it strength, and pro- | ject, the suppression of the armed rebellion,
tract the war. ’ | and leave the people of the redeemed as well
6. The organization in connection with the Ad- | ns the loyal States to the free enjoyment of
ministration of a formidable comspiracy in the their natural end constitutional rights and
Vorth called Union Leagues against the Union | privileges.
and the Constitution, for the preservation of which |  In my next letter, I propose to treat more at .
the people rushied to arms, the members of which = length upon the perfidy of the Administration,
are bound by solemn oaths not to disclose | including Congress, towards the truly loyal
their revolutionary plans and to aid and pro- | men, North and South.
tect each other in carrying them into effect. |
7. The diversion of portions of the army from
the suppression of the rebellion and employing |
them in the suppression of the freedom of elections
in loyal States, not to prevent the election of LETTER 1V.
traitors, but to sccure the election of parti- | viEws oF THE POLITICAL ABOLITIONISTS—EAVING
zans and instruments of the Administrationi , GAIRED POWER THEY LOOK TO COMPROMISE—
and the Union Leagues, and employing other | 2?;3;::; :):SC;’BOEEBA"E“’N OF SECESSIONISTS
portions in enabling minorities to prescribe insti- e T WL

s | TWEEN THEM AND THE POLITICAL ABOLITIONISTS
tutions and laws to majorities in States wholly

Axos KENDALL.
April 2, 1864,

—STATES CANNOT BE REBELS OR PUNISHED AS
or partially redeemed from rebellion, =zll

evincing a determination of the party in pow-
er, if need be, to carry the elections by con-
gpiracy, and force and re-elect their own men
at the point of the bayonet.

8. The gloomy prospect of the future arises
not only from the mad policy of the Adminis-
tration in relation to the rebellion, but from
their arrangements to carry the election of
President and perpetuate their policy and
their power by military force in its direct ap-
plication in the loyal States, and its indirect
application in the seceded States ; or, should
they fail thus to earry a majority in the elec-
toral colleges in case of a division between
Lineoln and Fremont, to make sure of the re-
sult in the House of Representatives, where
the military-elected Representative of Dela-
ware will not only misrepresent the people of
his own State, but vote down the thirty-two
trne Representatives of New York with her
teeming millions. Thus, also a few false
Representatives of seceded States, the crea-
tares of military power, and single Represen-
tatives of those party creations and executive
:.appendages called new States, carved out of
the western wilderness, may come in and vote
down the great States of Pernsylvania, Ohio,
Indiana, and Iilinois.

Cad any man of common nnderstanding

shut his cyes to'the dgngér of earrying clec- |

tions, and especially that of President by such

~means ? Will the millions ¢onsent to Le gov- |

i SUCH—INDIVIDUALS ONLY CAN BE REBELS—PEE-
‘ SIDENT LINCOLN A POLITICAL ABOLITIONIST—
HIS INAUGURAL—VIRTUALLY SWEAES THAT EE
HAS NO RIGHT, PUEPOSE OR INCLINATION TO
MEDDLE WITH SLAVERY.

To all American C-tizens who long for a speedy
rastoration of Pe sce, Liberty, and the Union :
The theme of this and some succeeding let-

ters is the perfidy of the Administration, in-
cluding Congress, towards the loyal men of
the seceded and horder States and the con-
servative men of the North, including more
than nincteen-twentieths of the Democratic
party.

Immediately after the Presidential election
in November, 1860, the southern conspirators
openly took measures to bring to an issue the
conspiracy they had been about thirty years
in concocting. Without a parallel in history
of perjury and dishonor, the leaders remained
ia Congress and the Cabinet for no other pur-
pose than to aid in overthrowing the Govern-
ment they had sworn to support.

The Seuth Carolina ordinance of secession,
was addpted on the 20:th of December, 1860.
During the months of the saceeeding January
and February, the example was followed by
Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Florida and
Louisiana. 'They proceeded immediately to
form a new Confederacy and adopt a constitn-
tiom. It was afterwards joined by Texas, Ar-
kansas, Tennessee, North Carclina and Vir-
ginia.

The political abolitionists of the North

erned 63 the thousands through foree and fraud ?| having locked npon the slave question only
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8s on expedient to gain.power, believed that
the Southern conspirators were actuated by
the same motive, and now that they had lost
the game would very readily assent to almost
any compromise. Hence they treated the
Southern movement very lightly and predicted
that all would be quist in sixty days. Alas!
how little did they or the peace Democrats of
the North understand or appreciate the terri-
ble earnestness of the Socuthern leaders!
Efforts were made by a peace congress and
otherwise to avert the impending calamity,
Jbut they were all defeated by the co-operation
of two factions acting from far different mo-
tives—the rebel leaders of the South and the
religious abelitionists cf the North. The for-
mer wanted no adjustment, because their
object was, and had besn for years, separation
and absolute independence; the latter wanted
none, because a civil war would enable them
to strike atand probably destroy negro slavery
in the South. Thus, by the co-cperation of
extremes, the expectations of political aboli-
tionists and the hopes of conservative men
were disappointed and our country plunged
into a bloody civil war.

When war beceme inevitable the question
arose, on what prineciple shall it be conducted ?
Conservative men and the political abolition-
ists maintained, that its only legitimate okject
was te put down the rebellion and execute the
laws of the Urited States. They looked upon
it as a war upon Individuals in rebellion and
not a war upon States. States cannot be rebels,
though every individunal in a State may be,
whether he be a private citizen, legislator,
judge, or governor. It is the rebellion of in- |
dividuals and not of States for which the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States. pro-
vides o punishment. Indeed, it is a/ general
principle of the Constitution and its chief
strength that, in the execution of the United
States laws, it wholly ignoree the existence of
States. No rebel or any othér criminal can
sereen himself from pumishment under the
plea that he is 2n officer of a State or comamit-
ted the crime by its amthority. Every law,
ordinange, or wonstitutional provision of a
State, purporting to authorize acts in violation
of the Constitution znd laws ef‘the United
States, is nnll and veid, and can afford no pro-
tection to him who pleads them. The rebels
in arms are none the less rebels becanse their |
States have adopted ordinances of secession,
and the governors of those States are none
the less traitors because they are governors. '

It was believed thet if the war ghould be
eonducted on these principles, it '*odﬂ'; ‘be sus- ¥
tained by an united North, would secure the
cordial loyalty of the border States and the!
sympathies and ultimate support of?!’hlﬁlﬁi
tudes of loyal men in the seceded States, thus
shortening its duration and lessening it’h:gjl.i
amities. Bat this constitutional programme
did not suit the religious abelitionists whe
had objects in view outside of the Constita-
tion which could not be accomplished without
an entira departure from it3’ fundamental
principles. They, therefore, were casting
about for theories which would epable them
to accomplish their object, the Constitution
notwithstanding. Henco the idea of rebel
States, to be pusished by the subversion of
their constitutions and laws and the destrue-
tion of their loeal institutions. -

President Lincoln was, when elected, a po-
litical Abolitionist. His inangursl address on
the 4th of March, 1861, was theroughly con-
stitutional and ccnservative. Ameng other
things he said : '
® ‘¢Apprehension seems to exist among the
people of the Southern States, that, by the
accession, of a Republican Administration,
their property and their peace and perscnal
security are to bes endangered. There hus
never been any reasonable cause for such ap-
prehension. Indeed, the meoest ample evi-
dence to the contrary has all the while exist-
ed, and been open to their inspeetion. It i3
found im nearly all the published speeches of
him who now addresses you. 1 do but quete
from one of those speeches, when I declare
that ‘1 have no purpose, directly or indirect-
ly, to interfere with the institution of slave
in the States where it exists.” ' I believe I
have no lawful right to do go; and I have no
inclination to do so. These who nominated
and elegted me, did so with the fall knowl-
edge that 1 had made this, and made mardy
similar declarations, and had never recanted
them. And, more than this, they placed in
the platform, for my acceptance, and as a law
to themselves and to me, the clear and e¢m-
phatic resolution which I now read:

‘ Resolved, That the maintenance inviolate
of the rights of the States, and espeeially the
right of each State to order end control its
own domestic institniions according to its own

‘judgment exclusively, is essential to' that

balance of power on which the perfection and
endurance of our political fabric depand ; and
we denounce the lawless invasion by armed
force of the soil of any State or Territory, no
matter under what pretext, a8 smong the
gravest of crimes,’ ' e 7
‘“I now reiterate these sentiments ; and in
doing so I only press dpon the public atten.
tion the most conclusive evidence of which
the case is susceptible, that the prope
peace, and security of no section are to be in

-




rywise endangered by the now incoming
- Admipistration.”’ : <
. Here we have Mr. Lincoln on this most
-golemin occasion, declaring before men and
‘angels what he conceived to be his duty un
"der the oath he was about to take ¢ffaith-

" fully to eseeuate the office of President of the

| ,gered by the incoming Administration.’

~ itated and ele

" in favor of peace with disunion.
 give

United States’’ and to the best of his ability
‘¢ preserve, protect, and defend the Constitu-
tion of the United States.”” He virtnally
swore, that he had no right, intention or *‘ pur-
pose, direcily or indirectly, to interfere with the
mstuutwn of slavery in the States where it eaw-
:sts " and *'that the property, peace and secu-
ity of no section are to be in ara_ywwe endan-
And as
‘evidence that the lcyal men of the South
.mxght implicity rely on his sincerity, he
guotes the platform upon which he was nom-

‘States ‘“to order and control thcir own do-
mestic igstitations,”’ is declared to be ‘fes-
sential to the balance of power on which the per- |

fection and endurance of our political fabric de- | tika
' H
‘pend,’’ and John Brown raids are denounced | | dent of the United States.””

as ‘‘ among the gravest of crimes.’’
_ This was the position of the Fresident and |
his party on the 4th of March, 18G1. That |
it was not changed on ths 4th of July, of|
that year, and for sometime thereafier, I shall
show in another letter.

Anos Ki.xXparwL

April 8, 18G4.

P. S.—It is much tc be deplored that any
American citizen should, under existing ecir-
oumstances, feel it his duly to reise his voice
It can only
$¢aid and comfort’’ 'to two classes of
men, viz: To the enemies of the country in
the South, and to the.enemies of the Consti-
tution in the North.

The former hail such acts as the harbinger
of suecess in their bloody rebellion. The
latter chuckle over them as an argument

- tending to establish their impudent claim to

* exclusive unionism and to fix the stigma, of

-

duloyal*y on &1l who oppose their unhallowed
osigns.

If there is any thing which ought to be
Wdered settled in the opinion of the
hoﬁ&'(try, it i, that the rebellion must s sup-
pmzs&!‘. There are thousands of men (cnd I
am one of them ) who, if the question comes
to be, & Shall the Union be given up, or shall
.ﬁe A&mﬂmzzo‘n be sustained, its usurpatic#ls
ll!d abuess nc withstanding, would decide in

ected, in which the right of the |

| then existing,

9

favor of the latter proposition. Therefcre,
he who announces himself in favor of peace
with disunion, i3 practically, whatever he may
think or intend, an effective friend of the rebels
and also of ihe Auministration, ** giving aid snd
comfort’”’ to both, and %t the same time jm-
pairing the power of conservative men fo save
both the Union aud the Constitution.

LETTER V.

RECAPITULATION—THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE OF
JuLY 4, 1861 —HE REPEATS THF. DECLARATIONS
OF HIS INAUGURAL AND TELL3 HOW THE S00TH
15 TO BE TREATED WHEN THE EXBrLLION IS SUB-
PRESSED-— PROMISES PROTECTION TO LOYAL CITI-
ZENE EVERY WHERE——CONGRESS RESPONDS TO
THE PRESIDENT.

To aill American Citizens who long fur a speedy
restoration of pecace, liberty, and the Union :
Ia our last lstter we presented Mr. Liaccoln

i on his inanguration, proclaiming to the people

in front of the Capitol, what he considered his
solemn dutics under the oath he was about to
“faithfully to cxecute the office of Presi-
Then and there,

ihe undertook to define the meaning of the

| oath in its opplication to the staty of things
Beveral States had then paszed
| ordinances of secession, had organizsd a tem-
porary government, and were making military
preparations for the purpose of maintaining
their independence.  Virtueally under eath,
President Lincoln ‘declared :

¢:1 have po purpese, directly or indirectly
to interfere with the institution of slavery in
Stetes where it exists.

¢¢ 1 believe I have no lawfcl richt to do so.

¢ 1 have no inclination to do se.

¢t That the maintenance inviolate of the
rights of the States andespecially the rjght el
each State to order and control its own do-
mestic institutions according io its own juda-
ment, exclusively, is essential to that balance
of power on which the perfection and endua-
rauce of our politieal fabric depend.??

And with the same solemnity lie declares:

I now reiterate these sentiments, and in
doing so, I only press upon the public arten-
tion the most conclusive evidence of which the
case i3 suseeptible, that the property, peace
and security of no secticn, are to be in any wise
endangered by the incoming administration.

These declarations of the President had no
effect in checking the progress of secession.
Armies were formed in the South, Fort Sam-
ter was. botnbarded and captured, Washing-
ton itself was in danger, the rassacre in Bal-
timore took place, the President called out
first 75,000 and then 300,000 men, and the



10

North and West were in a flame of patriotic
and military ardor. e

On the 4th of July, 1861, Congress met in
special session at the call of the President.
The war had already began and the President
had all the ‘“ war power’’ he has now ; yet in
bis message to Congress he reiterated the sen-
timents of his Inaugural Address. In that
document, he undertook to declare how the
States whose people had revolted, wounld be
treated when the rebellion should bs sup-
pressed.

¢ Lest there should be soma uneasiness,”
said he, ‘‘in the minds of candid men as to
what is to be the course of the Government
towards the Suuthern States after the rebsl:
lion shall have been uppressed, the Execu-
tive deems it proper to say, it widl be his
_purpose- then as ever, to be guided by the
Constitution and laws, and that he probably
will heve no different understanding of the
power and duties of the Federal Government
relatively to the rights of the States and the
people under the Constituion, then that ex-
pressed in his inangural address. He desires
to preserve the Government that it may be
administered for all, as it was administered
by the men who made it. Loyal citizens
everywhere have a right te claim this of them,
and the Government has no right to withhold
or neglect it.”’

In the same message, the President said:

‘It may well be gquestioned whether there
is to-day a majority of the legally gualified
voters of any State, except perhaps Suvuth
Carolina, in favor of disunion. There is
much reason 1o believe, that the Union men
are the majority in many, if not in every one
of the seceded States.”’

And he concluded his message as follows:

¢“In fall view of his great responsibility,
he [President Lincoln] has so far done what
he has deemed his duty. You [Congress]
will now, according to your own judgment,
perform yours. He sincerely hopes that your
views and your actions may so accord with
his as to assure all faishful citizens who have
been disturbed in their rights, of a certain
and speedy restoration to them under the
Coustiiution and laws, and having thus chosen
our course without guile and with a pure pur-
pose, lot us renew our trust in God and go
torward without fear aud with mauly hearts.”’?

Thus spoke President Lincoln to Congress,
the country and the world, in Jaly, 1861.

Congress almost wnanimously  responded
to the President by the adoption of the fol-

House of Representatives.

lowing resolution, viz:
¢ Resolved, That the present deplorable
pivil war has been forced upon the country by

|
the disunionists of the Bouthern States, nowi
in arms agaiost the constitutional Govern- |
ment, and in arms around the capital ; that in
this national emergency Congress, baunishing |

| Congress, towards the conservative men Ln:ht

all feeling of mere passion or resentment, wil
recollect only its duty to the whole cour
that this war is not waged on their part
spirit ef oppression, or for any purpose of
quest or subjugation or purpose of overt
ing or interfering with the rights er es
lished institutions ef those States, but to de.
fend and maintain the supremacy of the 0

stitution, and to preserve the Union, mﬁlll
the dignity, equality, and rights of the seve-
ral States unimpaired; and that as soon as
these objects are accomphshed the war ought

to cease.’’ 3

This resolution was adopted by a vote of 30
to 5 in the Senate, and by 117to 2 in the
Upon these assur-
ances, the conservative men of the North,
embracing more than nineteen-twentieths of
the Democratic party, and the loyal men of
the border States, entered with enthusiasm
into the war for the Union, whils the loyal
men of the seceded States stood ready to hail
the approach of the Union armies as friends
and deliverers.

Where stands the President now? Whers
is Congress ? Has the Constitution changed?
Has President Lincoln been sbsolved from his
inangural oath ? Have the members of Con-
gress so far forgotten theirs as to think them-
selves as omnipotent as a British Parliament ?
Why is it, that men who stand on the same
ground now that the President and Congress
did in 1861, are denounced as sympathizers,
copperheads or traitors? And why is it that
the South is now united and has begcome des-
perate, and the North divided and measurably |
discouraged ? ;

We shall in another letter endeavor to an- |

swer these gaestions.
Awmos KeNpArn.
April 11th, 1864. : o

LETTER VL

PERFIDY OF THE ADMINISTRATION AND CONGEESS }
TOWARDS THE DEMGORATIC AND QONSERVATIVE .
MASSES OF THE NOKTH—TOWARDS LOYAL MEN
OF THE BORDER STATES—TOWARDS LOYAL MEN
OF THE SECEDED STATES—IT3 EFFECTS.

o all American Citizens who long for a speedy

restoration of peace, liberty, and the Unian:

We have stated that one canse of the failure
of thg Government to suppress the re’bellion
is the perfidy of the Administration, includi

the North and the loyal men of the border
segeded States. Let us now ponsider in wh
that perfidy consists.
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.o wo 0avVe already stated, tho conserva | to the Representatives of the border Statug,
tive and loyal men of the Northern and border | ke told them he considered their slave: as
States, entered with enthusiasm into the war | much their property as their catile, and
for the Union upon the solemn assurances of | assured them that as such, their rights saould
the President and Congress, that the sole | be protected so long as he remained Presi-
otject was to enforee the Constitution eul 'dent of the United States. How iz i’ now ?
laws of the United States throughout their 8quads of soldiers have been ranging through
territory and not to interfere with State insti- | the States of Maryland and Miszouri enticing
tutions, much less subvert their constitations | slaves from their masters, and K-ntucky is
and Jaws. Yect, within less than fifteen | denounced as little better than s rebzl Stata
menths after the President had reiterated to | because she prefers filling up h2r agnotas of
Congress and the country the declarations of | troops weih white#en! Whore slaves zre
his inaugural address that he had neither the | taken for soldiers, instead of being paid
purpose, inclination or ‘‘lawful right’’ to | for at omce, their masters 2re promised
interfere with slavery where it existed, he | only a contingent and inadesquate’ eompensa-
declared by proclamation his purposz to do | tion, and it is even proposed to set their
80, and on the first of January 18063, proceeded | women and children free without any com-
by another proclameation to :onsummate that | pensation. Is there me perfidy in all this ?
purpose. After enumerating certain States But the most flagrzant perfily is that praec-
and parts of States, he declared as folllows : | tised towards the loyal men in the geceded
‘¢ I do erder and declars, that all persons held as | States.  The President in his inangural ad-
‘slaves within said designated States and parts of | dress, not only admitted that he had no right
States, are, and hencefoward shall be free; and | to interfere with their slaves, but in the most
that the executive government of the United States, | positive manner declared, ¢fthat the property,
including the military and naval anihorities theres ' peace and security of no section are to be in any-
of, will recogrize and mainlain the freedom of | wise endangered by the now incoming Administra-
such persons.’” | tion.””>  And in I:is message to Congress on

Having united the North by the declaration 'he first of July, 1861, the President said:
that ne had no intention and no lawful right | ¢ He desires to preserve the Government that
to interfere with State institutions, and called | [ ma); be administered for all, as it was ad-
for volunteerasfer the sole purpose of enforc-' ministered by the men who made it. Loyal
ing the Constitution and laws- of the Umted citizens every where have the right to claim this of
States, it was perfidy in the President to de- | their Government, and the Government has no
mand of those volunteers to aid him in the | | right to withhold or neglect it.”’
violation of the very Constitutfon they had | What do weseenow? The Government may
come forward to support. It was perfidy E have some excuse for not protecting loyal eiti-
towards the Democratic and Conservative | mens within the rebel lines, but what excuse
men of the North who were no mors the | is there for not conceding to them their ad-
friends of elavery than he was, but were lit- | mitted rights within the Union lines? Why

. tle disposed to sustain him in doing what | . cannot the Goverement be adminis ered “ll
they believed and he had declared he had | . it was administered by the men who made it*
“no lawful rigit’’ fo do. in those States, and parts of States, where
It was perfidy to the loyal men in the bor- | the rebellion is sappressed? Yet, it is pre-
der States who had saved their States from | eisely there that the President refuses to exe-
_ tha vortex of secession by proclaiming to the ' ente his admitted and sworn duty. With
" _people the deelarations of the President that power to protect the loyal citizess in all their
" ke had ne purpose, inelination or lawful «iglht to aeonstitutional and legal rights, he, by his
lnterferc with slavery. Afterwards, when amnesty proclamation, placss them on the
gGen Frexecent issued, his emancipatlion crder fgoting of nstorious rebels and requires them
is Missouri and the loyal men of KentucKy, “to swear away their property in slaves, if any
'ﬁtzmpg the alarm, demanded an explanadon ‘they have, and, in any cvent, to purge them-
of the President, he replied in substance, that selves by nauhs from a erims they have never
Gen. Fremont had beenjdismissed from his commitied or lose 'thair civil rights whieh
gommand, and tkat Kentueky had nothing’to | they have never forfoited ! I8 there net per-
fear. Siill later, when the President made ﬁdz' of the deepast dye in all this?
i&.l.ﬂ pm?ualtlon for compensated emancipation | A msjority of Congress kas not been behind
a7 e :

I
o5
A
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the Exzecutive in filgified promises and acts
of perfily. Did they not resolve in 1861,
almost unanimously, that this war is not
waged ‘‘ for any purpose of sulbjugation or pur-
pose of overthrowing or of interfering with the
rights or established institutions of those States,
but to defend and maintain the supremacy of
the Constitution and to preserve the Union
with all the dignity, equality and rights of the
several States unimpaired?’’ What do we see
now? Wherever the Federal arms prevail,
the power acquired is used not only to over-
throw *‘established institutions,”’ but to subvert
State Constitutions and laws, strip them of their
“: dignity, equality and rights’® and reduce their
inhabitants, whether loyal or disloyal, to the
condition of a conquered people with no pro-
perty or rights except such as the President
chooses to vouchsafe to them! And this
utter reversal of the rightful and only consti-
tutional object of the war, is not cnly approved
and sustained by a subservient Congress ; but
its leaders tell us that loyalty to ¢¢ the Consti-
tution as it is and the Union as it was,”’ is a
crimel
Is it to be wondered at, that Democrats and
Conservative men of the North, who entered
with enthusiasm into the war for the Union
which our fathers bequeathed to us, should
feel their ardor cool a little when callod upon
to fizht for a new and untried Union to be called
into being from the chaos of a bloody reveolution #
Is it to be wondered at, that those who looked
upen the Statesintheirconstitutional relations,
as the pillars of cur temple of liberty, should
look with alarm upon their overthrow and be-
gin to tremble for the entire structure? Isit
surprising when revolution, and mnot the pre-
servation of our constitutional Union, is the
present object of the Administration and of
Congress, that all patriotic volunteering has
ceased and our armies are fast becoming bands
of black janizaries and white mercenaries—the
latter hired at prices herctofore unknown in
the annals of war? Is it wonderful, after the
border States have been so shamefully de-
ceived and betrayed, that their loyalty has
bacome a mere choice of evils, their inhabi-
tants preferring to be robbed in the Union to
being butchered in the Southern Confederacy ?
And what is the condition of the loyal men
in the seceded States? DPersecuted for their
devotion to the Constitution, jeered at by their
rebel neighbors 28 the dupes of President |

Lincoln and his Congress, every hope dashed t in his enterprize.
by their perfidy, insulted and robbed by the | at that post, that authority was thhdtlwn'

Government which promised them protec
they have taken shelter in the rebel raﬁ!
sunk down in mute despair. v

If Jefferson Davis himself had been aﬂobﬁ_ﬁ_
to dictate the policy of eur Govermment, it
could not have been better adapted to div’idﬁ 4
the North, alienate the. border States, unite
the peopls of the South, and make them fight
with the energy of daspair.

The process by which affairs have been man-
ipulated into their present condition, will form
the theme of another letter.

Amos KExpALL.

April 18th, 1864.

LETTER VIL

M'CLELLAN AND GRANT—WHY M’CLELLAN DID NOT
TAKE RICHMOND IN 1862 —THE CONSEQUENCES. -

1
.I

To every American Citizen who longs for a speedy
restoration of peace, liberty, and the Union:

The writer of these letters has been too
much interested in the tragic scenes which
have illustrated the last two weeks to pursne
his unwelcome theme, and doubtless his
readers have been ag little inclined to read as
he to write. Instead of at present following
' his proposed erder of discussion, let us con-
sider passing scenes in their relatmn to the
past.

In 1862 when Gen. MecClellan was before
Richmond with the army of the Potomae,
there were five Major Generals in the State ef
Virginia with separatecommands, viz: McClellan
before Richmond, Wool at Fortress Monroe,
McDowell at Fredericksburg, Banks in the
Shenandoah Valley and Fremontin Western
Virginia. Tho President himself and Seere-
tary of War gave orders direct to each of these
generals, constantly interfering with their
plans, and especialy those of Gen. McCléllan.
The number and description of troops neces-
sary, in that General’s cpinion, for the capture
of Richmond, had been definitely fixed upon
apparently with their approval. But when
he was about to start, the President took from
him 10,000 men of those troops, Blenker’s
Division, for the purpose of imcreasing the
command of Gen. Fremont. Before he left

S R T

Washington he had been authorized to draw
10,000 men from Fortress Monroe to aid him
The day after his ar 1
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from him. Thus, before he advanced upen
Richmond, he was deprived of 20,000 men of
his contemplated forco.

Gen. McClellan believed that with the aid
of McDowell’s Corps of 35,000 men, he was
still stropg enough to take the rebel capital. restoratiou 6f peace, liberty and the Union.
He fou:ht bhis way toits very gates and In our No. 6, we proposed to show in &

*3I.Dowell was on the point of joining him, | gnhzequent letter, how the affairs of the coun-
when he too was ordered upon other service | try have been manipnlated into their present
and the rebel capilal was saved ! | condition. How is it, why is it and by whom

Now, who can doubt that if McClellan | has the President been induced to do what he
had been allowed to retain these 55,000 men, | declared in March and July, 1861, he had
and to manage the campaign in his own way, | ¢sno lawlal right to do ?”?
even without the power to order reinforce- In the winter and spring of 1861-2 our
ments which Grant now possesses, Richmond | military effairs were progressing gloriously
oould then have been taken and the rebellion | ypon the programme laid down by Congress
driven farther South, perhaps entirely sup-|and the President. , The rebels had been
pressed ! Who then is responsible for the | driven out of Western Virginia, Keatucky and
subsequent calamities and the indefinite | Missouri, Forts Henry and Donelson, Roanoke
prolongation of the war? Who is responsi- | Island and several cities of North Carolina,
ble for the awful consequences of thus de- | Nashville, Tenn., Island No. 10 in the Missis-
priving McClellan of the foree deemed by him i sippi river, Fort Pulaski in the Savannah
necessary for the capture of Richmond ? Who | river, New Orleans with its defences, Hunts-

- EMPIRE—FLLVENTED BY LOYAL DEMOCRATE,
&’:.—DISAPPOISTED IN THEIR DISINION AND
PRO-SLAVERY ECIUEME, THEY EEEK TO EXTIN-
GUISH SLAVERY IN BLOOD—THEY ARE THE BEST
FRIENDS OF THE REBELS.

To all American Citizens who long for a speedy

is responsible—

For the blood of Malvern Hill and other
fields during McClellan’s retirement to Harri-
gon’s Landing ?

For the bleod of the second defeat 2t Ball
Run? :

For the blood of Antietam ?

For the blood of Fredericksburg ?

_For the blood of Chancellorsville ?

For the blood of Gettysburg ?

For the blood that is now flowing in rivers |

between Fredericksburg and Richmond ?

~ Yes, who shall answer for all this carnage
when God ““maketh inquisition for blood ?”’
Not, surely, General McClellan, who would
have prevented it, had ke been let alone! And
the joy that now animates every loyal heart
on hearing the sounds of victory from the
Army of the Potomac, is saddened by the
reflection that the blood which it costsisa
sacrifice made necessary by military and po-
litical jealousy, now intensified into personal
- hatred which apparently would rather see the
Union perish than that General McClellan
should, in a subordinate command, aid Gene-
ral Grant in saving itl . :

May 20, 1864.

Amos KENDALL.

B< o LETTER VIIL
MILITARY SUCCESS IN 1862—-ABOLITIONISTS FOR

N

_ DISUSNION AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SLAVE

| ville, Ala., and Norfolk, Va., with many
other places in rebel hands, had been cap-
tured and occupied by the Federal armies.
The bloody battle of Shiloh had been fought
and weon, and General McClellan was advane-
ing wpon Richmond with every prospect of
success. The country was full of joy for
| victories wen and of confidence that the
| rebellion was soon to be crushed.

|~ Unhappily for our country, there was a
faction in the North who were resolved that
either the Union or African slavery should perish !
Of the two, they were at first inclimed to aid
the southern conspirators in bregking up the Union.
Their ultra leaders had long been openly op-
posed to the Constitution, which they de-
nounced as ‘‘a covenant with death and a league
with hell.”?

The leading newspaper organ of the radical
Abolitionists, is the New York 7ribune. The
following passages are extracted from that
paper of November and December, 1860, and
February, 1861, viz: .

¢ We must ever resist the right of any State
to remain in the Union and nullify or defy the
laws thereof. To withdraw from the Union,
is quite another matter ; aud whenever a con-
stderable section of our Union shall deliberately
resolve to go out, we shall resist all coercive meas-
ures designed to keep itin. We hope never to
live in a Republic whereef one section is pin-
ned to another by bayonets.”’
* s+ * #* - - *

‘¢ If the cotton States unitedly and earnestly
wish to withdraw peacefully from the Union,
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we think they should and would be allowed to do
so. Any attempt to compel them by force to
remain, wounld be contrary to the principles
enunciated in the immortal declaration of in-
dependence, contrary to the fandamental ideas
on which human liberty is based.”
« e * * * * * *

‘¢ Whenever it shall be clear that the great
body of the Southern people have become
conclusively alienated from the Union, and
anxions to escape from it, we will do our best
to forward their views’’ In the same article
the Tribune said, ‘‘if the slave States, the cot
ton States or the Gulf States, choose to form an
tndependent nation, they have a clear moral right
to do so.”’

Wendell Phillips, one of the principal abo-
lition epostles, commenced a speech in Boston
in April, 1861, with the following words, viz:

¢¢ Many times this winter, here and else-
where, I have counselled peace—urged es
well as I krew how, the expediency of acknowl-
edging a Southern Confederacy and the peaceful
separation of these thurty four States.”’

In the same speech, he made the following
declaration, viz:

¢ This war means one of two things—IMANCI-
PATION OR DISUNION.’’

Ina speech made in Washington by the
game man, in March, 1862, he said: ‘1 have
lggored nineteen years to take nineteen States out
of this Union, and if I have spent any nineteen
years to the satisfaction of my Puritan con-
science, it was those nineteen years.”’

It is unnecessary to multiply prcofs that, J

on the breaking out of the rebellion, the lead-
ers of the religious abolitionists (the men whose
only religion is megro emancipation) so far from
desiring the abolition of slavery, werein favor
of giving up the Union and letting the slave-
holders have their wwn way! They had their
representative in BMr. Liacoln’s Secretary of

Baltimore and othsrs, in the epring of 1861,
that if the Southern States dasired to leave
the Union he was in favor of letting them *“go
in peace.””  Of this declaration the President
was not ignorant.

Why have these men' changed their ground
and become mo6st rampant ‘‘uncouditional
Union men,’” (always with the condition, how-
ever, that slavery chall be gbholished, ) de-
nouncing all who thitk as they did at the
outset, or will not sabsoriba to their new
creed, as sympathizers or traitors? The true
answer to this quesiion is the fact that the
President, the political abolitionists, and nine-
teen-twentieths of the Demnceratie party wero
determined that the Federal Union shall be pre-
served. - Finding themselves unable to perpetu-

ate slavery by aiding in the establishment i
the South of an emptre founded on slavery, the;
determined if possible to force the Govern-
ment to pervert the war from a war for the
Enion to a war against slavery, reckless of
the hetacombs of Northernlives and the t_h'on-_'
sands of millions of Northern money which
guch a vindictive contest might cost, as well
as of the danger that not only the Union bat
the white man’s liberty might perish in the

| desperate struggle. What if the Union did

perish in the terrible ordeal? It would be

| but the realization through seas of blood of

' the end which they had desired peacefully to

accomplish.

Their policy now was to drive the President
from the loyzl position which he o:cupied,
| and expel from command in the army, and if
| possible from the cabinet, every man of con-
gervative views, and convert the army and ths
administration into a vast abolition combina-
tion, the main otject.of which should be, not
the preservation of the Union, but the extinction
of slavery. All must remember the efforts
made to compel the President to dismiss cne
or more members of his cabinet for no o'her
reason than that they revolted agaimst the
revolutionary doctrines of these new converts
to Unionism, nor can the slandera against our
ablest gemerals for the same and no other rea-
son be forgotten.

Conservative men hoped that the President
had firmness enough to resist the diabolical
pressure broucht to bear upon him, not b'e-’
| cause they wished to preserve clavery from
| the legitimate ruin sure to overtake it in the.
progress of the Union  armies, should the

| rebels persist in their crime, but because they
the Treasury, who declared to the Mayor of |

plainly saw that to make the extinction of
slavery the avowed ohject of the war, would
divide the North, unite the Seuth, protract
the war indefinitely and render it inczlculably
more vindictive, expensive end hloody.;
Their efTorts were, therefora, directed ‘tof
strengthening the hands of the President
and enable him to bear up against the northern
encmies of the Union. ;

During all the agitation preceding and at-
tending secassion, the southern conspirators
considered the northern abolitionists as theip
best friends. Gov. Adams of South Carolina
said of them :—

““The abolitionists are oar ‘bestr friends.
Thank God for what they have

, . Aready done;
and for the inestimable blessiﬁ?, they were
about to confor, they were entitled to omr

|
[
v
y
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warmest gratitude. Their assanlts have been
unceasing, but all for our good. They have
furnished us a justification for diasolviag our
connection with them.’’ :

 Yes, in three particulars, the Northern
Abol_itionists were the best friends of the
Southern ceaspirators:

. First, by fnr;':ishing them with means to
excite the Sonthern masses into rebellion.

Secondly, by advocating the policy of ¢ let-

ting them go in peace,’’ and thus aiding them
to establish *‘an empire founded on slavery.’’
_ Thirdly, by pushing the government into
an extreme policy of emancipation and confis-
y tion, nniting the Scuth, dividing the Nerth,
apd, in effect doubling the relative strength of
@é_'_rébellion.

_ And should it be found after the sheddicg
of oceans of blood, that the subjugation of the
South is impossible, these men will return to
their first lova and become clamorous for
peace and disurion. Peace and Union without
subjugation, is the last thing they aim at or
desire.

How the President came to be made the in
gtrument of these Northern conspirators wil)
be shown in another lstter.

Aves Kespavrr.
June 6th, 1864.

LETTER IX.
HOW PRESIDENT LINCOLN WAS LED TO ADOPT THE
BLOCDY POLICY OF THE EELIGICUS ABOLITION
ISTS. \

To «ll American Citizens who long for a speedy
restoration of peace, liberty and the Union.
In our last letter we showed that the radi-
exl abolitionists were in favor of the establish-
mentofa Scuthern Empire, founded onslavery,
in preference to zny attempt to preserve
' the Union by force, and when they could not
- accomplish that object, came into the support
- of the war, not to save the Union, but as a
,"%&ns of extinguishing the very institution
they at first sought %o perpetnate. How
‘}midgnt Lincoln was made the despised in-
'*ﬁ__@_'@mt of this revolutionary faction, we
shall now attempt to show.
 The insugural address of the President and
hi!' ge of July, 1861, were thoroughly
‘.. ‘81 and loyal. :
_ mg,&ugust 1861, General Fremont,
g without a particle of authority, issued his con-

..\
~

fiscation and emancipation proclamation in
Migsouri, the President gently rebuked him
and relieved him from his eommand. When
in December, 1861, General Phelps in Lounisi-
ana, also without authority, issued a more
extravagant proclamation, the President dis-
approved of it and relieved him also from his
command. In May, 1862, General Hunter in
South Carclina, isswed his unauthorized and
ridiculous proclamation declariog free all the
slaves in his Military Department, composed
of the States of South Carolina, Georgia and
Florida. This also, was disapproved by the
President, and Gener:1- Hunter was relieved
of his command.

All truly loyal men approved these acts of
the President, although they could not help
wondering that all the military commanders
had not been instructed to conform all their
orders and proclamationa to the resolves of
Congress and his own declarations touching
the obiects of the war. Tley could not bat
look upon the course of Fremont, Phelps arnd
Hunter, as most damaging to the Union caase,
by furnishing arguments to the sonthera con-
spirators tending to confirm to their people
the declarations they had made touching the
designs of the North, and at the same time
creating distrust and alarm among loyal men
every where. In this view, not only ths
Democratic and Conservative parties, buti the
political Abolition press every where, approved
and applaunded the course of the President in
adhering to the policy announced at the com-
mencement of the war and countermanding
the illegal orders of his officious Generals.

Bat 'the Northern conspirators, to whom
constitutions and laws are cobtebs, and oaths
and pledges only taken or made to bs broken
at convenience, were not content that the
President should maintain the faith which he
pledged to all loyal men everywhere in his
inangural, and carry out the policy preseribed
by Congress. The New York 7ribune, in an-
ticipation, contained the following announce-
ment ; viz., . _

¢ It i3 currently reportad that the Presi-
dent is to be constrained by the pressure of
Border State and Democratic hostility to an-
nul or seriously modify Gen. Hunter’s order,
perhaps, even to deprive the Generzl of his
command. * ¥ But, bear in mind, tkat ke
will do this, if at all, for the sake of Kentucky,
Maryland, New Jersey, §c., not because he

deems it the true way to recover Georgia to the
Union. It is Northern and Border State eon-
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servausm, so called, not the exigencies of
the struggle in the rebel States, that over-
bears Gen. Hunter, and compels him to flight
treason with gloves.’’

No credit is given to the President for his
observance, in this matter, of the public
faith pledged by himself and Congress to
the whole country, and, especially, to the
loyal men of the Border and Southern States,
nor even to his own consistency in relation to
hkis constitutional powers and obligations ;
but he is supposed to act wholly under party,
local and hostile influences. This was very
natural in the Tribune. In Boston a public
meeting was held, afler the issue of the Pres-
ident’s Proclamation annnlling Gen. Hunter’s
order, at which a resolution offered by Wm.
Lloyd Garrison was adopted, declaring ‘¢ that,
in swiftly revoking the decrees of General
Fremont and General Huuter, President Lin-
coln has twice cfficially .interposed, with
whatever honesty of purpose, in the most
direct manner, so as to give fresh zeal and
encouragement to the traitors who are banded
together for the overthrow of the Govern-
ment,’’ &o., &ec.

On that occasion Wendell Phillips made a
speech, in which he said, ‘‘The President,
with servile, lickspittle haste, runs, before he
is bidden, to revoke the Hunter proclama-
tion. *® * Jt showed the old proslavery
leaning of the Government. Ile believed that
President Linceln’s decree, in relation to
Gen. Hunter’s proclamation, had lost a quar-
ter of the chances of preserving the Union.
What were the anti-slavery people to do now ?
They must educate public opinion, that was
all, and force the Government up to the
proper anti-slavery point. * % The Presi-
dent and Cabinet of the United States were
treasonable in their delay,’’ &a., &e.

In March, 1862, the President in a messsage
to Congress had recommended that provision
sbould be made to pay for all the slaves which
might be emancipated in any State which
might adopt a system or gradual emancipa-
tion. Although Congress adopted a resolu-
tion approving the policy, they made no pro-
vision to render it ¢ffective. Practical men
generaly lookpd upon the scheme as utterly
visiomary and regretted its announcement
because it was calculated to distract the pub-
lic mind from the great parameunt object,
the suppression of the rebellion.

In Jaly, 1862, the President in a written

adiress, urged tho representatives of the Bors
der States in Congress to press his s

upon their people, at the same time assu
them verbally that their slave propai'tya ould
be protected while he remained President. In
that address, he very distinctly mclioﬂﬁfd"-
sources of the inflaences under which he m
acting, in the following words, viz: 3‘5@.;
Hunter is an honest man. * *  He ﬂgﬂ-‘
claimed all men free within certain States
and I repudiated the proclamation. * * "‘:
Y:t, in repddiating it, I gave dissatisfaction
if not offence, to many whose support the
country cannot afford to lose. And this is nof
the end of it. The pressure in this direction
is still upon me and is increasing. By conced-
ing what I now ask, you ecan relieve me, and
what is more, can relieve the country in this
important point.”? .

History will think it remarkable that Mr.
Lincoln did not, in this instanee, appeal for
reli¢f to those who were making the pressure,
Greely, Garrison, Phillips, and their co con-
spirators, instead of going to the representa:
tives of the Border States who were peform.
ing all their constitutional obligations. The
former wanted him to do what he had’ d“":‘.
clared he had nolawful right to, and to sat-
isfy their unreasonable and insolent demands,
he asks that the people of the Border States
shall relinquish a clear constitutional right,
and give up their slave property without any
provision for their indemnuification. As
might have been expected, the movement wu‘
a total failare.

Congress passed an act declaring that all
slaves of rebels, coming within the control of
the Union armies, should be thenceforth
free, and added the following section : viz.,

¢ That the President of the United States
is authorized to employ as many persons ol
African descent, as he may deem necessary
and proper for the suppression of this rebel-
lion, and for this purpose he may orgamﬂﬁ

and use them in such manner as he may.
judge best for the public welfare.’’

In pursuance of this act, the Seeretary of
War, by order of tho President, issued a gen-}
eral order containing the following provision §
viz., !

¢ That military and naval commanders shall
employ as laborers within and from said (se-
ceded) States, so many persons of African de-
scent as can be advantageously used for mili-

tary and naval purposes, glving them ml!l
able wages for their labor.” £
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. 'This order called forth a general growl of
digeatisfaction from all the organs of the north-
ern conspirators. The following brief extracts

_ will show their temper. The New York 7T7i-
bune said:

¢¢If this is all that is to be done by the
Government in obedience to the cornfiscation
emancipation act, then the Union cause will
have heen fatally ‘wounded in the house of its
friends. Noequivocating, higgling, hairsplit-
ting, havgback policy will now save it. Un-
_less the slaves are given to understand, and
_that speedily, that the Union wants their ser-
" wices enongh to give them liberty therefor,
then the rehellion ean never be put down. %
® We spezk plainly ; forin this crisis it were
treason to be sient or ambiguous.™
The article conclndes as follows, viz:

‘£ Of course, we do rot know that the Presi-
dent will stop here. We trust he will not.
Yat the appesrance of this ordsr weuld seem
to indicate that nothing further is contem-
plated. Ifthat ba the fact, we sadly feel that
the nation is undone.’’

The New York Euvening Post also contained |

a censoriouns article concluding as follows :

‘¢ But the electric words are wanting. The
glorions name of Freedom, which is the solu-
ticn of the whole difficnlty, does not appear
on the record. In this the President has not
come up to the requirements of the law.”?

The New Yerk Independent irreverently un-
dertook to interpret the will of God, and
spoke as follows: ** We believe that God
gives us a last chance. He has coupled onr
revolution with humiliation. We must accept
our own nationality at the price of the African
freedom. DBoth sides in this conflict must
ask the megro to help them. Which side he
takes, that side God takes.”’

The infidel and fanatic press everywhere

» kept up an incessant assault upon the Presi-
dent for the purpose of driving him from the
loyal position he occupied, and finally Horace
Greely, in the name of ‘‘twenty millions of
freemen,’”’ addressed him a letter taking him
to task for his delinquencies and telling him
what to do. In this leiter he arraigned the
President thus, viz: '

¢ We thick you are strangely and disas-
- trously remiss in the discharge of your official
and imperative duty with regard to the eman-
E&‘lpstion provisions of the new confiscation

*Ie not only assailed the President for

‘ﬁmt delinquency, but arraigned him for

; m&.fulness in his inaugural address. He

"-‘; ‘:‘Wé compl;in that the Union cause
i

N

has goffered and is suffering immensely from
mistaken deference to rebel slavery. Had
you, sir, in your inaugural address unmis-
takably given notice that in case the rebellion
already commenced wera persisted in, and
your efforts to preserve the Union and enforce
the laws should be resisted by armed force,
you would recognize no loyal person as rizht-
fully held in slavery by a traitor, we believe
the rebellion would therein haye received a,
staggering if not a fatal blow.”’

This retrospective censure came from one
who at the time of Mr. Lincoln’s inauguration,
puklicly avowed his desire to give up the
Union and allow the rebels peacefully to
establizsh their empire founded om slavery.

TLe Precident deigned to answer this im-
pertivent address im a short letter of much
foree, although it contained an implication
that he might exercise unlimited power if he
thought, it necessary for the ‘restoration of
the Unien.

The clamor for an emancipation proclama-
tion continued and increased, accompanied by
demands for the dismissal from the Cabinet
and from command in the army of all who
were not in favor of the radical policy. Final-
ly, & delegation of clergymen came all the
way from Chicago, to instruct the President,
not in regard to his constitutional duties, but
to tell him what the 1#ill of God was, and urge
him to issue a proclamation declaring the
slaves fres in the seceded States. Instead of
telling them he had no constitutional or legal
right to interfere with slavery in the States;
that he had taken an oath to support and
defend the Constitution, and the will of God
was that he should keep that eath inviolate,
he entered into 2 parley with them, daring
which he clearly indicated his opinion that
such & proclamation would, on the whole, do
no good, while he virtually claimed unre-
stricted power to take that step or any other
deemed by him a necessary war measure, the
Constitution notwithstanding. He said,
“‘anderstand, I raise no objectipn against it
on legal or constitutional grounds, for as com-
mander-in-chief of the army and navy in
time of war, I suppose I have a right to take any
measures which may best subdue the enemy.”

This deetrine ebolishes Constitution and law

in time of war 2nd converts our government
into an absolute momnarchy! .And such
seems to be its character now in the estima-
tion of Mr. Lincoln and his supporters. In-
deed, his emancipation proclamation which
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followed but a very few days after his inter-
view with these wise men of the West, can be
vindicated on no other ground. It purpozted
to abolish a State institution protected by
the Constitution of the United States, and
hence was a palpable violation of that Consti-
tution. Neither had it the color of sanction
in any act of Congress. Their act only de-
clared free the slaves of rebels who came
within Federal control. This proclamation
declared free all rlaves in certain States
whether their masters were rebel or loyal, or
whether within Federal control or mnot. It
rests for its justification solsly on the assump-
ticn of the President that he has *“‘a right to
take any measures,”’ legal or illegal, constitu-
tional or unconstitetional, *‘which may best
subdue the enemy.”’ Yet, what could more

effectnally unite and strengthen the enemy
and divide and weaken the friends of the

Union, than such assumptions of power as
this ?

Thus it was, that President Limcoln was
partly coaxzed and partly driven by a con-
temptible faction, composed in part of un-

|

The Democratic party of the North almost
to & man was and is devoted to the Union upon
the principles of the Constitution, and with
very few exceptions, was ready to sustain any
edministration in defending it.

Three-fourths of the Republican party were
also faithful to the Constitation as itis. Their
leaders had assumed abolition sentiments to
gain power, and having gained it, wonld to
save the Union, very gladly have compro-
mised with the Southern counspirators whom
they strangely believed to be, like themselves,
playing a mere political game.

The only disloyal party in the North, was
the radicel abolitionists. It was and still is
constituted of these factions—one faetion com-
posed of infidels led by Greeley, Phillips and
men of that stamp, who scoff at religion and
rail at established institutions; the other
composed of religious men led by bigoted
clergymen, who in their presumption deny
the truths of their own Bible whi¢h they teach

' others to regard as Divine, and instead of the

gospel of love and peacs, teach a new gospel
of hatred, robbery and murder. The Devil

reasoning fanaties and in part of nnprincipled | never works so successfully as when he is en-
demagogues, from the loyzl position assamed | gpled to put on the clerical robe, and when I
by bim in his Inaugural Address and his first | hear preachers address their impious prayers
message, perfidiously betraying theloyal men | ¢ the God of the Bible imputing as a national
of the border and seceded States, aiarming | gin—an institution which that God sanctioned

the friends of a constitutiopal Uricn every-
where, and entailing ugon his country years
of exterminating war and ages of grinding
taxation.

There are other views of that impertent
crisis which must form the topics cof another
letter. Amos KgnpaiL,

Jory 6:h, 1864.

LETTER X.

ABOLITIONISTS TEE ONLY DISLOYAL PARTY IN THE
NORTH—LED BY INFIDELS AND FANATICAL CLER-
GYMES—THE INFIDELS ONLY OBJECT IS POWER—
THEY SOUGHT IT FIRST BY DIVIDING THE UNION
THAT THEY MIGHT GOVERN A EECTION—AND
THEN BY ABOLISHING SLAVERY THAT THEY
MIGHT GOVERN 1HE WHOLE-—HOW THE PRESI
DENT CHEATED THEM-—HIS PERFIDY TO THE
TRULY LOYAL.

7o all American citizens who long for a speedy
restoration of peace, liberty, and our Union :
To appreciate the fatal error commiited by

Mr. Lincoln when he yielded to the pressure

-of the radical abolitionists, we must consider

what was then the candition of parties in the

North and what their impelling motives. .

emoxg his chosen people, I cannot but think
that their own biindness and uncharitableness
is one of the real sins for which the naticn is
scourged. DBut they are sincere and terribly
in earpest.

But the infidel Abolitionists, the Greely and
Phillips factiom, never were sincere or im
earnest for the emancivation of tha slaves.

]Like their brethren, the political Abolition-
Iist:a'., political power was their impelling mo-

tive. They mercly outran their competitors,
and, by keeping a2head, hoped to monopolize
the honors and emoluments of the Govern-
ment.

Union ?
having gotten rid of the slaveholding States, they
would govern the balance. Why, when swept
along into the support of the war for the
Union by en overwhelming torrent of patri-
otic enthuriasm, did they at once set about
diverting it from its legitimate ebject, to a
war against clavery ! Simply because they
flattered themselves that, if slavery were abolished,
they uould govérn the whole Union. Po:_.mm_'

Why, when the rebellion was brew-
ing, were they willing to let the slavehulders
‘‘go in peace,’” instead cof fighting for the
Simply because they supposed that,

i



19

2OWER and its emoluments was their sole aim
from first to last. If that could be obtained
by a dissolution of the Union, and the es-
tablishment of an empire founded on slavery,
it was all very well ; that was their first choice.
When they found that impossible, then they
aimed at the same end through the overthrow
of the Constitution, the subversion of State
governments, the extermination of the while
population in the South, and a military des-
potism over the whole Union.

Why was not this infidel faction satisfied
when President Lincoln apparently seated
himself upon their platform ? Bzcause their
object was not attained ; the President did
not give them the offices ; Mordecai was still sit- |
ting at the King’s gate; Seward was in the |
Cabinet. The President had not, a‘ter all,
conceded the only portion of their demands
which they deemed of any importance. What
the demands not conceded were may be learned
in the following extracts from one of Wendell
Phillip’s tirades, viz:

““Radical men ask of the President an
emancipation prcclamation daclaring all slaves
ireemen. Of what use would such a procla-
mation be if Halleck and McClellan in the
field and Blair and Seward in the Cabinet, are
left to execute it? It would not be worth
the paper it wasted. * % i the President
should proclaim emancipation and Halleck
and McClellan and Buell smother under pre- |
tence of executing the measure, it will be a |
failure. Let us provide beforehand against |
such a danger. Let it be understood now
that our claim of the government is—sat-
isfy yourzelves fully that your conciliation
policy has failed, and then we demand a pro
clamation of freedom, war on war principles, to |
be conducted by such men as Sumner, of Massa-
chusetts, Stevens, of Pennsylvania, and Wade,
of Ohio, and their friends in the Czbinet and
by Hunter, Sigel and Fremont in the fisld. Let
thinking men solemnly impress it on the
Dation, that no matter how high in offize or
how wide the rule reaches, no emancipation
policy is of any value unless its earnest and down- |

right friends are put at the head of affairs.”’

The President gave to thes= infidel abolition
conspirators ‘‘the proclamation of freedom,”’
Which was esteemed by them of no value be-
~cause he did not put them * at the head of
_‘ﬁi;a.”

- But why did President Lineoln yield to this
insolent pressure at all? Oa the platform. of
the Constitution and a war in its defence, he
was sustained by more than three fourths of
the peoplein the loyal States, 2nd had the sym-
- ¥ of maultitudes in the seceded States.

¥ wounld he descend from the honorable,

honest and loyal position then ocenpied by him
to conciliate a miserable faction of infidels and
fanatics, the former too selfish to be patriotic
and the latter too bigoted to reason? Had
the country anything to geain by alarming
thinking men of the North for constitutional
liberty and uniting all men in the Sonth in a
wer of desperation? Unhappily for their
country and themselves, the minds of Presi-
dent Lincoln and his most trusted advisers,
were incapable of rising te the digmity of the
occagsion. The unity of their party was deemed
more desirable than the Union of all really
loyal men of all parties. The loyal Dem-
ocrats were lost right of altogether. The
President, not only yielded to the Radicals
the proclamation of freedom, but sacrificed
to their elamor McClellan and Buell, because
they were Democrats. In these acts it was
hoped he had done encugh to satisfy those
fanatics who had no personal aspirations, and
that the ambitions and unprincipled infidels
would be left with no party but the Red
Republican Germans. As a party movement,
designed to secure the re-election of Mr.
Lincoln and the ascendency of the politieal
Abelitionists over the Radicals, this was a
very adroit proceeding; but what shall we
say of its effect upon the progress of the war
and the interests of the country? The des-
peration it has produced in the South and
distrust and dissatisfaction in the North, have

| 80 strengthened the rebel armies and weak-

ened theose of the Union, that after the ssec-
rifice of myriads of lives with no beneficial
resalt, your capital is now beseiged and many
resolute men begin to despair of final success.
Soch is a portion of the bitter fruits the
country is reaping from the perfidy of the
President towards the loyal men of the border
and seceded States, and the loyal Democrats
of the North. What but disaster ean be
expected to follow perfidy ?

Yet, Mr. Linceln expects the people to
re-elect him to end the war!

; Awxos KENDALL.
Jaly 12:h, 1864.

LETTER XI.

GENERAL M’CLELLAN DRIVES THE REBELS OUT OF
WESTEEN VIRGINIA—I1S CALLED TO WASHINGTON
—APPOINTED GENERAL-IN CHIEF—CEEATES THE
ARMY OF THE POTOMAC—ENCOUNTERS SINISTER
INFLUENCES—THE PRESIDENT’S DISCOURTEOUS
INTERFERENCES AND CHILDISH OBDERS— BE-
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LIEVES M'CLELLAN OF THE COMMAND IN CHIEF
AND A<SUMES IT HIMSELF—M'CLELLAN'S UN-
PARDONABLE SIN—I8 DEPRIV D oF 20,000 meN
OF HIS COMMAND —SIX GENERALS COMMANDING
IN VIRGINIA.

To every just and patriotic man :

We now come to the censideration of a pas-
gage in the history of our great civil war which
will &trike future generations with wonder and
aemazement as it now fills every truly loyal
bosom with grief and indignation. It is the
ountrage committed upon the country through
the treatment inflicted by the present Admin-
igtration on the army of the Potomac and its
gallant leader, General George B. McClellan.

When the rebellion broke out, General Mec-
Clellan was in private life.
crat, and like most of his party, resolved to
support the Administration with all his pow-
ers in their attempts to preserve the Union.
On the 231 of April 1861, he was appointed
by the Governor of Ohio, Major Genersl of the
Ohio three months men, and on the third of
May he was entrusted by General Scott with
the command of a Department composed of
the States of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. These
States were badly supplied with arms and al.
most destitute of military organization. Gen.
McClellan, with the cordial co'operation of
the Governors of the three States, soon brought
order out of chaos, and in a short campaign,
meade up of masterly combinations and bril-
liant actions, cleared all of Western Virginia
north of the Great Kanawha, of the rebel
hordes. In the midst of his victorious career,
he was directed to turn over that command to
General Rosecrans and assume the command
of the troops in the vicinity of Washington.
In October 1861, he was appointsd General in-
chief of the armies of the United States in
place of the aged soldier and patriot, General
Winfield Scott, who wag placed on the retired
list at his own request.

Prior to his transfor to Washington, the
firat battle of Bull Run had been fought and
lost, and military affairs in and about that
oity were in a most confused and disorderly
condition. With a zeal and devotedness never
surpassed, the young soldier and patriot set
himself about devising a plan for the futures
campaign, and organizing armies to ocarry
them into effect. Admonizhed by the disaster
of Bull Run which had inspired the rebels
with increased confidence, he determined not
to put men in the field until they should be
In some degree trained to arms, and well sup-

He wa¢ a Demo- |

plied with 21l tne appliances of war. With
unceasing labor and indomitable energy, he
devoted himself to the organization, diwlplina
and arming of the mywsiads of men whtﬁh the
country was pouring forth for the aalvat.mn
of the Union, and in the spring of 1862, had
created one of the most magmﬁcent armies
ever marshalled in the field. He had elso ar-
ranged, as General-in-chief, a system of com-
bined operations for zll the armies of the
United States, designed to crush rebellion in a
single year, or at least drive it far into the
South.

Unfortunately for the country, Gen. MeClel-

| lan had three sinister influences to encounter,

which, in the end, defeatzd all his grand
schemes for the suppression of the rebellion,
and have already cost two hundred thousand
northern lives, thousands of millions of north-
ern money, and entailed upen the country a
war of desperation, the end of which the
wisest cannot foresee.

First. He was a Democrat, and at the threzsh-
hold encountered tha prejudices and hostility
of the Republican leaders, who were incapable
of appreciating talents and patriotism, not of
their own party. He soon gained without an
effort, other than the faithful discharge of
every patrictic duty, the confidence and ésteem
of bis own party, and though he could not
help it if he would, it was imputed to him by
the official paper in Wasghington as an ua-
psrdonable offence, that he had' *‘ suffered him-
self to'be made the idol of a party!”® Tt was
feared, that if allowed to execute his gigantio
plans, he would soon put down the rebellion
and become the idol of the country! What
then would become of the renegade Democrats
and other vermin who had erawled into power
through the slime of abolition, and were réady
to wade through seas of blood rather than be
driven back to the foul dens from which they
had emerged.

Secondly. The young General had to en-
counter the jealousy, open or disguised, of
most of the old officers of the army, who |
looked upon his rapid advancement as a
reproach to themselves, and although he had
not sought his sudden elevation, visited upon
him rather than those who had promoted him,
their insidious hostility, o

Thirdly. He might have defied party hl\h‘ea’ v
and’ professmnal jealousy but for the i mcaal nt

dent, of the Northern éons;:iratdrd, who k i
him to be too true to the Constitution en:
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the Union ever to become the instrument of
their designs. They could rely upon him
neither to aid them in peacefully dissolving
t.h_',e Union nor in magi_ng savage war upon
private property and State institntions. To
them it mattered not that he had in his mili-
tary proelamations and orders adopted as his
guide the principles of the President’s Inau-
gural Address and the subsequent resolution
of Congress touching the objects of the war;
tho; would have removed the President if
tlley could ; but being unable to do that, they

ht by incessant ¢ pressure’’ to force him
tq ace every subordinate who was opposed
to theu_' revolutionary designs.

Before any considerable movements were
consummated in execuition of Gen. McClel-
lan’s general plans, the President, under the
infernal influences already alluded to, began
to interfere with them and assume himself
the direct command of different portions of
the army. On the 27th January, 1862, with-
out consulting the General-in Chief, he issued
an order directing the Army at Fortress Mon-
roe, the Army of the Potomaec, the Army of
Western Virginia, the army in Kentucky, the
army and army flotilla at Cairo, to move
against the rebels simultaneounsly on the 224
day of the following February, and conclud-
ing thus: ¢ That the heads of Departmenta,
and especially the Secretaries of War and the
Navy, with all their subordinates, and the
General-in- Chief, with all other commanders
and subordinates of land and naval forces,
will severally be held to their strict and full respon-
sibilities for prompt execution of this order.”’

King Canute was told by his courtiers that
even the waves of the sea would cbey him,
and the old king put them to shame by trying
the experiment. Whether the courtiers of
the President flattered him with the posses-
sion of similar power we cannot say ; but cer-
tain it is that this order was quite as absurd
and ridiculous as Canuie’s order to the ap-
proaching waves. And the fact that he issued
‘it without consulting General McClellan, the
'G.eperal in- Chief, showed that he was either
l@ozant of official proprieties or designed to
treat that General with disrespect. Of course
the order became a dead letter, its only effect
- being to show the childish folly of the Presi-
dent. :

In direct opposition to General McClellan’s
plan for attacking Richmond from the lower

Potomae or Chesapeake Bay, the President,
on the 31st January, 1862, ordered the Army

of the Potomac to take up a position on the
railroad southwest of Manassas Junction, in
view to an advance npon Richmond snbstan-
tially upon the route which, in the late ad-
vance of General Grant, has been a/most cov-
ered with the dead bodies of Northern soldiers.
The earnest and reiterated representations of
General McClellan finally induced the Pregi-
dent to give up his own plan and reluctantly
acquiesce in that of his General in-Chief.

The President, however, continned to ex-
hibit on this point the dissatisfaction of one
‘‘ convinced sgainst his will,’”” and was con-
stantly interfering with McClellan’s arrange-
ments repeatedly issuing important orders
without consulting him. Among them was an
order dated the 8th March, 1862, requiring
that the Army of the Potomae ‘‘shall begin
to move npon the bay (Chesapeake) as early
as the 18th of March, instant, and the General-
in- Ckief shall be responsible that it so moves as
early as that day.” The same order required
the co-operation of the army and navy in
freeing the Potomac of the enemy’s batteries
and other obstructions, and prehibited the
movement down the bay of more than about
fifty thousand men until that object was
effected. This was entirely contrary to Mec-
Clellan’s expressed views, as he had no doubt
that the rebel batteries on the Potomac would
be abandoned as soon as the rebel authorities
learnt that Richmond was to be attacked from
the Chesapeake bay.

The same order directed that ‘‘ no change
of bass of operations of the Army of the
Potomac shall be made without leaving in
and about Washington, such a force, as, in
the opinion of the Gemneral-in-Chief, and the
commanders of army corps, shall leave said
city entircly secure.”” Another order issued
the same day organized the Army of the
Potomae into corps and assigned commanders
to each, all without consulting the General who
was tn command of the army.

The ‘¢ Railsplitter* had evidently taken it
into his head that he could manage the war
better than any of the edueated soldiers, and
his vanity in that respect was flattered by
envious officers and radical Abolitionists who
wished to get rid of Gemeral McClellan, be
the consequences what they might. His un-
pardonable sin was, that in all his procla-
mations and orders he had inculcated the idea
that the object of the war was solely to en-
foree obedience to the Constitution znd laws
of the United States and not to overthrow
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State institutions or destroy private property.

A man less patriotic than Gteneral MeClellan,
or one less conscious of his ability and duty
to serve his country, on finding himself an-
noyed and embarrassed by persistent dissatis-
faction at every step, and by capricious, child-
ish and inconsistent orders, issmed without
the gentlemanly courtesy of eonsulting him,
though he still nominally held the office of
General-in-Chief, would have thrown up his
commission and retired in despair to private
life. But for General McClellan to have done
80, would have been voluntarily to surrender
the armies of his country into the hands of in-
competency and faction which had objects in
view beyond the enforcement of the Consti-
tution and laws, to be attained only by a long
and bleody war. As was his duty, therefore,
he held on to his commission, determined if
possible, by a prompt suppression of the re-
bellion, to save his country from the long
agony it is now enduring.

On the 12th of March 1862, an order of the
President dated the 11th, was published, re-
lieving General McClellan from his command
as General in- Chief, confining him to the army
of the Potomaec, and directing the gommand-
ers of all the other armies to report directly to
the Secretary of War. Of the President’s in-
tention to take this step, no previous intimation
was given to General McClellan. Of courses, it
defeated at one blow all his plans for co-oper-
ative movements for the prompt suppression
of the rebellion. Instead, however, of re-
senting this action or the manner of it, the
General said in a letter to the President ‘“you
will find that under present circumstances, I
shall work just as cheerfully as before, and
that no consideration of self, will in any man-
ner, interfere with the dischargs of my public
duties.”’

The force estimated by McClellan as neces-
sary to insure success in an advance upon
Richmond, was 208,000 men. The precise
number of men composing the force actually
organized for that expedition cannot be ascer-
tained, but it doubtless fell largely ghort of
200,000. In the force as eriginally arranged,
with the President’s concurrencs, were Blen-
ker’s division of 10,000 men, 10,000 to be
drawn from Fortress Monroe, and McDowell’s
division of 35,000—making in all 65,000, be-
ing more than one-third of the whole.

Fremont had been put in command in
Western Virginia, and g ‘‘pressure’’ was
made upon the President to take Blenker's

;

division from MecClellan and give it to Fre-
mont. After assuring the former that it
should not be done, the President proceeded
to do it, and by way of apology wrote to Mec-
Clellan, ‘“if you could know the full pressure
of the case, I am confident you would jastify
it.”” Thus was he deprived of 10, 000 men of
his actual force before he lefi Washington.

Fortress Monroe had been placed under Gen.
McClellan’s command as a base of operations,
and he was authorized to draw from that station
ten thousand men. He left Washington on
the first of April, reached the Fortress on the
2d, and on the mnight of the 3d received an
order depriving him of the command of that
post, and withdrawing the authority previous-
ly given him to use ten thousand men there
stationed. Thus was he deprived of tem
thousand more of the men he relied upon for
the capture of Richmond, and was left without
any base of operations whatever. No expla-
nation was ever made to him of this strange pro-
ceeding.

The troops for the defence of Washington
remained, as Gen. MecClellan supposed, still
under his commeand, and before he left the
city he gave them very definite instructions.
For the purpose of guarding against any sad-
den irruption of the rebels into Maryland, he
directed Manassas and Chester Gap to be
strongly fortified and garrisoned by infantry
and artillery with several regiments of caval-
ry to be employed in constantly secouring the
country east and west of the Virginia Moun-
tains that the authorities might be advised of
the approach and strength of any force des-
tined for the invasion of Maryland or an at-
tack on Washington. Bat no sooner had he
left the city than his plans were totally disre-
garded, and the officers, it is presumed in
pursuance of orders, ceased to report to him.
The consequence was, that in the late raids,
the government had no information of the ap-
proach or strength of the enemy until he was
thuudering at their doors!

At this peried of the campaign, instead of
that unity of command which military men
deem essential to succeas, there Wwere six Eep-
arate commands wholly or in part within the
State of Virginia: viz A4

Banks in the valley of the Shenandoah.

Fremont in Western Virginia.

McDowell near Fredericksburg.

Wool at Fortress Monroe.

Dix on the Eastern Shore.

McClellan before Richmond.
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Wadsworth at Alexandria and vicinity.

These were all independent of each other,
receiving their orders directly from the Pres-
ident and Secretary of War, their only supe-
riors in command.

The disastrous effacts of presidential incom-
petence and folly, driven first to one expedi
dient and then another to gratify the jealousy
and subserve the personal and factious de-
gigns of those around him, will be developed

in fature letters.
. Amos KespALL.

Bangor, Me., August 21, 1864.

LETTKR XII.
INTRIGUES AT WASHINGTON TO PREVENT M CLEL-

LAN’S SUCCES3—PRETEXTS FOR WITEDRAWING

FROM HIM M'DOWELL’S CORPS—THEIR SUCCESS

—FORCE LEFT FOR PROTECTION CF WASHING-

TON—A CONTRAST—GENEEAL HITCHCOCK AND

SENATOR WADE—EFFECT ON THE CAMPAIGN.
To Every Just and Patriotic Man:

In our last letter we left the Army of the
Potomac at Forfress Monroe, and its gallant
commander deprived of 20,000 of his best
men and of all control over the base cf his
operations. Yet he did not despair of his
country, or of success in the enterprise in
which he had embarked. In addition to the
force left under his immediate command, he
relied upon the promise of the President that
he should have the aid of McDowell’s corps of
over 35,000 men, then at Fredericksburg.
But there were men in Washington who were
determined that General McClellan should
never take Richmond, even if the whole Army
of the Potomac should be sacrificed to prevent
it. They had already induced the President
to interfere with his plans, to treat him with
marked discourtesy, to take from him the

Generalship-in chief, to deprive him of 20,000 |

men of his immediate command, and with di-
abolical assiduity they sought for pretexts to
prevent any reinforcements being sent him,
not even McDowell’s corps, with no> other

. probable motive than that the Army of the

Potomac might be driven back or perish, to
afford them a triumph over the able, honest,
and patriotic man who commanded it.

Under these influences, the Secretary of
War, the d:y after McClellan’s departure on
his Richmond campaign, directed Generals
Hitcheock and Thomas to examine and report
‘whether or not Gen. McClellen had left force
enough in and around Washington to make it

perfectly securc a3 required by the President,
and on the same day they reported that ke had
not. Is it ot quite singular that the Secre-
tary of War ghould not have satisfied him-
self on thia score before McClellan left? And
what could have been the otject of institn-
ting this inquiry after ke was gonet The re-
sult showed that it was simply and only for the
purpose of inducing the President to withdraw
McDowell’s corps from MeClellan’s support as he
had done Blenker’s and the troops ct Fortress
Monroe.

Washington was in ne danger. The rebels
had just before withdrawn all their troops
from their batteries on the Potomae, had
evacuated Manassas, retired beyond the Rap-
paharock and Rapidan, and were coccentra-
ting at Richmond for the defence of their cap-
ital. So little did they think of advancing
upon Washington, thatthey had, as they re-
tired, buornt the reilroad bridges behind them,
even the important bridge across the Rappa-
hannock. Intheir report, Generals Hitchcock
and Thomas indirectly admitted that Wash-
ington was in no danger, although they
charged that McClellan had not complied with
the President’s order. They said: ¢ In re-
gard to occupying Manassas Junction, as the
enemy have destroyed the railroads leading to
it, it may be fair to assume that they have no
intentionof returning for the reoccapation of
their late position and no large force would be
necessary to hold that position.” Now, that
was the most direct route by which the re-
bels could reach Wasbington, and if it was
¢ fair to assume’’ that they had no intention
to return upon that route, it was equally fair
to assume that it was no part of their design
to advance upon Washington. Bat this obvi-
ous and consistent conelusion would not have
accomplished the real object, viz: the with-
drawal of McDowell’s corps from the supportiof
McClellan in his advance upon Richmond.
Hence the sbsurb eonclusion that  although
the approaches to Washington were safe, the
city itself was not !

But in point of fact, Gen. McClellan had
left an abundant force for the protection of
Washington and its approaches. For the de-
fence cf the approaches te Washington, he
left at Warrenton 7,780 men, st Manassas
azbout 10,859, in the Valley of the Shenan-
doah 35 457, and on the lower Potomae 1,350,
in all 55,456 men under the command of Gen.
Banks. He also left in Washington and the
surrounding forts about 18,000 men, under
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tke command of General Wadsworth, making
in all 73 456 men, with apwards of 100 pieces
of light artillery, besides the armament of the
forts. In addition to this force, the garrison
of Baltimore, about 5,000 men, and many
other smaller bodies, might, in a few hours,
be concentrated at Washington in case of
emergency, and General McClellan recom-
mended that about 7,000 new troops already
organized in New York and Pennsylvanmia
should be ordered to Washington.

The idea that Washington, a fortified city,
go defended in all its approaches, was in any
danger from an enemy rapidly retreating,
burning the bridges behind him and hastening
to the defencs of his own capital, will be
scouted by all history as it is now by every
intelligent man of common senss and com-
nmon honesty. Bat the representations of
MecClellan’s enemies had their desired cffsct
upon the mind of the rail-splitter in command
of our armies. Under these influences, on
the 31 of April, 1862, only two days after
McClellan’s departure from Washington, an
order was issued directing McDowell’s Corps
to remain in front of Washington. Thus
were largely npward of 100,000 men retained
to defend Washington, which was not threat-
ened, nor likely to be by any rebel force, how-
ever small ?

The intelligent reader cannot but contrast
tho econduct of the Administration on that oe-
casion, and upon the late advance of General
Grant. Then, over 70,000 men wereinguflicient
to make the President feel securs; but when
Grant advanced no precantions seemed to have
been thought necessary. No advanced posts
were fortified and manned to give notice of an
enemy’s approach ; no scouting regiments of
cavalry appear to have been employed to as-
certain his strength or his desigms, as medi-
tated by MecClellan. Who can mow doubt,
that il one half of McClellan’s precautions
had been adopted, we should have avoided
the humiliation of seeing Maryland plundered
withimpunity under cover of a sham attack upon
Washington! And the fact that it was a sham
attack, never designed to be serious, sets ont in
a stronger light, the perfect security of the city
under McClellan’s precautions for its defence.
It wverifies his conclusion, that the rebels
would never give up their own capital for the
doubtfal chance of capturing Washington,
which would then have been the certain result
of the attempt by any considerable force de-
tached from their army defending Richmond.

General McClellan in his report states, that
Lefore he left Washicgton he sent to General
Hitcheock, then occupying staff relat.iq‘ilis with
the President and Secretary of war, a list of
the trcops he propesed to leave for the de-
fence of Washington and the positions in
which he designed posting them. What was
theresult? ¢ General Hitcheock,’” says Gea.
McClellan, ¢‘after glancing his eye over the
list, observed that he was not the judge of
what was required for deferding the capital ;
that General McClellan’s position was such as
to enable him to wunderstand the subject much
better than he did and he presumed that if the
force designated was in las judgment sufficient,
nothing more would be required He was then
told * * * ¥* that I wonld
be glad to have his opinions as an old and
experienced cofficer. To this he replied, that
as I had had the entire control of the d:fenses for
a long time Iwas the best judge of what was
needed, and he declined to give any other
expression of opinion at that time.?’ Bat
no sooner had General MecClellan left the
city on the perilous service of his country,
than this ‘‘old and experienced officer’ is
found to have decided opinions on this sab-
ject which he is very ready to express|

If any one desires to learn the spirit which
actnated General Hitcheock in regard to Gen-
eral McClellan, let him read that General’s
testimony before the Congressional Commit-
tee on the Conduct of the War. He will find
in it an embodiment of that jealousy and ha-
tred from some of the old officers which our
young and rising chieftain had to encounter.
General Hitchcock met, in the chairman of
the committee, Hon. B. F. Wade, a congenial
spirit, who, after the General had testified to
MecClellan’s violation of orders in this case,

‘put to him the following question, viz :

¢ What is the penalty under military rules
for such a disobedience of orders ?”’ A
General Hitchcock answered, ¢* The penslty
for disobedience of orders is stated in the 9th
Article of War. Ir 13 DEATH, or such other
punishmentt as a general court martial may think
proper to inflict.”® 1y
Both the question and answer were wholly
irrelevant and only showed the spirit which
dictated them. ;
This testimony was given in January 1863,
after General McClellan saved the Army of the
Potomac, though deprived by intrigues at ‘]
Washington of more than a third of its foree,
and after he had saved the city from capture

and the country from humiliation by the bat-
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-most damaging to the cause of his country and

‘cess on his own skiil and the bravery of his

il

2

head of army training it for the achievement
of mew victories. Yes, this man was declared
‘guilty of a crime punishable with dezth be
cause he did not leave more than 73 000 men
and 100 cannon for the defence of Washington
against an encomy who was running away [rom
it as fast as his legs could carry him !

General Mc lellan received the order de-
taching McDowell’s corps from his command
before Yorktown abount the 6th of April 1862.
He thas describes its immediate effect upon
him and his operatiouns, viz:

¢ The President having promised in our in-
terview following his order of March 31st,
withdrawing Blenker’s division of 10,000 men
from my command, that nothing of the sort
ghould be repeated, that I might rest assured
that the campaign should proceed with no
further deductions from the force mpon which
its operations had been planned, I may con
fess to having beem shocked at this order,
which, with that of 31st ult., removed nearly
60,000 men from my command, and redaced
my foree by more than one third after its task
bad been sasigned, its operations planned, its
fighting begun. To me the blow was most
discomraging. It frustrated all my plans for
imp-nding operations. It fell when I was too
deeply committed to withdraw. It left me
incapable of continuing operations which had
been begun. It compellad the adoption of
another, a diffarent, and a less effeetive plan
of campaign. It made rapid and brilliant
operations impossible. It was a fatal error.”

Many = man after being treated in this man-
ner would have thrown up his command ; but
such B step at that time would have been

most fatal to his own reputation. General
McClellan, therefore, determined to, persist in
his advance npon Richmond, relying for sac-

-
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LE'S AND THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC ABAN-

DOKED TO ITS FATE.

In our last letter we left General McClellan
before Yorktown despoiled of more than one-
third of the force which had been promised
him for the capture of Richmond. His plan
of campaign had been to land McDowell’s
corps at some point east of York river, turn
Gloucester and Yorktown and compel their
immediate evacuation withont the delay of a
regular siecge. The withdrawal of McDowell’s
eorps left him without a sufficient force to
venture on that movement, and he was com-
pelled to drive the rebels out ef Yorktown by
regular approaches. In this operalion a pre-
cions month was occupied, owing in part to
the want of effective co-operation by the navy.
During this period, the enemies of McClellan,
having, by taking from him more than a third
of his force, made it impossible for him to
progress faster, clamored for his removal
from the command because he did not do what
they had deprived him of the power to do.
Indeed, if credible rumors were true, there
were members of Congress at that time, who
declared that McClellan could not and should
not take Richmond, and the northern disunion
newspapers distinetly indicated that his sue-
cess would be considered by them & great
misfortune. A prompt suppression of the re-
bellion would have been fatal to their revola-
tionary designs. The President himself, after
crippling McClellan’s force, seems to have par-
ticipated in the dissatisfaction and now and
then exhibited it by giving sage advice.

On the 6th of April, before the arrival of
several of his divisions, the President says
to McClellan in a message, ‘I think you had
better break the enemy’s line from Yorktown to

men, though not without hope that he should
still receive heavy reinforcements.

Amos EENDALL.
Aungust 16, 1864.

LETTER XIIIL

INTRIGUES AGAINST M’CLELLAN—THE PRESIDENT
 ADVIFES AND THREATENS—YORKTOWN AND WIL
LIAMSBURG—TIHANES OF CONGRESS—BEFORE
RICHMOSD— WAR DEPARTMENT DOES NOT AN
WER HIS TEL GRAMS—APPEALS Tu THE PRESI

" DENT—M'DOWFLL'S CORPS ORDERED TO JOIN
' H M—JACK8)N’S EXPEDITION 10 THE VALLEY —
ORDER To M DOWELL COUNTERMANDED AND EIS
. FORCE SENT TO CATCH JACKSON, &C—iHE PRE

~ BIBENT THOUGH TOLD IT WAS IMPRACTICABLE |

Warwick river at once.”” On the 9:h of April,
he wrote to the Genmeral, ‘I suppose the
whole force which has gone forward for you,
is with you by this time, and if so, Ithirk
this is the precise time to strike a blow * % *
‘¢and once mors, let me tell youm, it is indis-
pensable to you, that you strike a blow. I
am powerless to help this.” ¢ Once morel’?
Then he had previously told the General that
it was indispensable to himself personally that
he should strike a blow. How ¢‘indispen-
sable,”” and what did the President mean in
saying ‘‘I am powerless to help this ?”’ Does
he mean, that he was so completely in the
power of Gen. McClellan’s factious enemies,
that he should be compelled to dizmiss him

' eTILL PERstsTS—41,000 MEN BENDER=D USE-|f{rem the command if he did not speedily
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achieve gome great smccess? What else
could ke mean? Again, the President says,
¢“the country will not fail to note—is now
noting—that the present hesitation to move
upor the intrenched enmemy is but the story
of Manassas repeated,”” and he concluded by
saying, ‘‘but you must act.”” The long and
short of the story is, that the President had
tzaken from McClellan the means of achieving
prompt success and threatened him with re-
moval if he did not achieve it. It is the old
story over again of the Israclites and the
Pharach ‘“ who knew not Joseph.”’

Making the best use he could with the force
left at his dispdsal, MecClellan succeeded in
compelling the rebels to evacnate Yorktown
on the third day of May, and on the fifth
gained a victory at Williamsburg. On the
announcement of the news in the House of
Representatives, Mr. Wickliffe, of Kentucky
spoke, as follows :

¢ have been pained Mr. Speaker, during
the fore part of this session—almost during
the whole of the session—at whispers, if not
combinations, with a view of disturbing the
position of that Genersl. I know him not,
personally, but I have great confidence in him
from the reputation which I had from sources
that satisfied me. And I rise now, sir, more
to appeal to those gentlemen who have been
disposed to find fault and have him removed
from his command than to pass a compliment
or encomium upon him. I hope I will not
hear any more whispers that MeClellan should
be removed from his command.”’

On the ninth the following resolutions, of-
fered by the Hon. Owen Lovejoy, passed the
House of Representatives by an unanimous
vote, viz:

Resolved, That it is with feelings of devout
gratitude to Almighty God that the House of
Kepresentatives, from time to time, hears of
the triumphs of the Union army in the great
struggle for the supremacy of the. Constitution
and the integrity of the Union.

Resolved, That we receive with profound
satisfaction intelligence of the recent victories
achieved by the armies of the Potomac, as-
sociated from their localities with those of the
Revolution, and that the sincere thanks of
this House arc hereby tendered to Major-Gene-
ralGeorge B. McClellan for the display of those
high military qualities which secure important
results with but listle sacrifice of human
life *’

McClellan’s success, however, instead of
allaying opposition to him only rendered it
more bitter and vindictive.

He was the rising sun which it was neces.
aary for the twiokling stars of military rivals
to becloud, lest they should be lost sight of

in bis brightness ; he was the able General,

Bt X
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the devcoted patriot and the pure man, M
the idol of the army and the hope of t]ih
country, whom selfish politicians deemed lt
necessary to remove from their path; he wqi ,r,
the incorruptible and unchangeable friend of k
““the Constitution as it is and the Union as it i
was,’’ the uncompromising enemy of the ,
Northern conspirators whose revolutionary
ohjects could mever be accomplished with i
such a man at the head of the army or of the
nation. : '_

At length, General McClellan found hig-
self before Richmond with the force which the
President had deigned to allow him, them
not much exceeding 85,000 men fit for ser-
vice instead of 200 000 whom he had deemed
necessary to render guccess certain beyond
peradventure. In the meantime, the rebels
had collected and wera collecting an immense
army for the defence of their capital, estima-
ted, no doubt truly, at over 200,000 men.
Gen. McClellan did not fail to represemt to
tho Secretary of War the state of things be-
fore Richmond and beg for reinforcements.
No atiention appears to have been given to
his representations, and on the 14th of May,
he addressed a letter to the President of which
the following passages are extracts, viz:

¢“T have more than twice telegraphed to
the Secretary of War, stating that in my
opinion the enemy were concentrating all their
available force to fight this army in front of
Richmond, and that such ought to be their
policy. I have received no reply whatever
to any of these telegraphs. I beg leave to re-
peat their substance to your Exceliency, and
to ask that kind consideration which you
have ever accorded to my representations and
views.

¢ All my information from every source ac-
cessible to me, establishes the fixed purpose
of the rebels to defend Richmond against this
army by offering us battle with all the troops
they can collect from KEast, West and South,
and my own opinion is confirmed by that of
all my commanders whom I have been able to
consult. Casualties, sickness, garrisons, and
guards have much weakened my force, and
will continue to do so. I cannot bring into
actual battle against the enemy more than
eighty thousand men at the utmost, and with
them I must attack in position, probably in-
trenched, a much larger force—perhaps double
my numbers. * # * ] most respectfully
and earnestly urge upon your Excellency, that
the opportunity has come for striking a fatal
blow at the enemies of the Constitution, and
I beg that you will cause this army to be re-
inforced without delay by all the disposable
troops of the Government. I ask for every
man that the Government can send me. Any
commander of the reinforcements whom yo
Excellency may designate, will be aceep s
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to me, whatever expression I may have hera-
tofore addressed to you on that subject. I
will fight the ememy, whatever their force
may be, with whatever force I may have, and
I firmly believe that we shall beat them; but
our trinmph should be made decisive and
complete. The soldiers of this army love
their Government, and will fight well in its
support ; you may rely upon them. They
have copfidence in me a3 their General, and in
you as their President. Strong reinforce-
ments will at least save the lives of many of
them. The greater our force, the more per-
feet will be our combinations, and the less our
logs. . For obvious reasons, I beg you to give
immedigte consideration to this communi-
cation, and to inform me fully at the earliest
moment of your final determination.”’

~ This letter seems to have roused the Presi-
dent to the realization, that he had other
- duties to perform than the protection of Wash-
ington against imaginary dangers. He, there-
fore, directed that McDowell’s corps, then
represented by the Secretary of War to be be-
tween thirty five and forty thousand men and
by McDowell himsalf, forty-one thousand,
should at once co-operate with McClellan in
the attack upon Richmond, and it wasarranged
that he should commence his march on the
26th of May.

At this crisis, General Lee, who seems to
have understood what sort of men he had to
deal with in Washington, started an expedi-
tion of a faw thousand men under Stonewall
Jackson to the Shenandoah Valley for the
purpose of scaring them out of their propriety
and preventing their sending reinforcements
to McClellan, He chased Banks, whose force
had been greatly reduced to strengthen Me-
Dowell, from Strasburg to the Potomac river,
defeating him at Winchester, and then leav-
ing just enough men with the aid of false re-

. ports by pretended deserters and lying con-
trabands to keep up the alarm at Washington,
he hastened back to participate in the defence
of Richmond. Unfortunately, this ruse had
the desired effect. The order to McDowell to

- co-operate with McClellan in the capture of

Richmond was countermanded, and he was
directed to employ his force in a scheme to
intercept Jackson’s command en its return
from the pursuit of Banks ; and here it is the
painful duty of the historian to state, that the
Pregident had every assurance that the opin-
ion of Gen. McDowell could give him that
the service which he required was impossible ;
and yet he persisted in the order ! This damag-
ing fact is proved by the following correspon-

dence; viz:

I+ "
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Wasaizaron, MAyY 24rm, 1862.

Major General McDowell, Fredericksburg:

General Fremont has been ordered, by tele-
graph, to move from Franklin or Harrisonburg
to relieve General Banks, and captare or de-
stroy Jackson’s and Ewell’s forces. Yon are
instructed, laying aside for the present the
movement on Richmond, to put twenty
thousand men in motion at once for
the Shenandoah, meving on the line, or
in advance of the line, of the Manassas
Gap railroad. Your object will be to capture
the foreces of Jackson and Ewell, either in
co-operation with General Fremont; or in
case want of supplies or transportation in-
terferes with his movement, it is kelieved the
force with which you move will be sufficient
to accomplish the object alone. The infor-
mation thus far received here makes it proba-
ble that, if the enemy operates actively
against General Banks, you will not be able
to count upon much assistance from him, bat
may even have to release him. Reports re-
ceived this moment are that Banks is fighttng
with Ewell, eight miles from Winchester.

ABrABAM LiNcoLx.

May 24ta, 1864.
The President’s order has been received
and is in process of execution. This is a
crushing blow to us.
Irwix McDowEeLL,
Mazjor General.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
WasHINGTON, May 24ih, 1862.}
Major General MeDowell :

I am highly gratified by your zlacrity in
obeying my orders. The change was as pain-
ful to me as it can possibly be to you, or to
any cne. Everything now depends upon the
celerity and vigor of your movement.

A. LINCOLN.

EEADQ'RS DEPARTMENT OF RAPPAFANNOCK,
OpPoSITE FREDERICKSBURG,
o May 24th, 1862,
His Ezxcellency the President :

I obeyed your ordsr immediately, for it was
positive and urgent; and perhaps, as a snbordi-
nate, there I ought to stop; but I trustI
may be allowed to say something in relation
to the subject, especially in view of your re-
mark, that everything now depends upon the
celerity and vigor of my movement. I beg
to say, that co-operation between Gen. Fre-
mont and myself, to eut off Jackson or Ewell,
is not to be counted upon, even if it is not a
practical impossibility. Next, that I am en-
tirely beyond helping distance of Gen. Banks,
and no celerity or vigor will avail, so far as
he is concerned. Next, that by a glance at
the map, it will be seen that the line of retreat
of the enemy’s forces, up the valley, is shorter
than mine to go againsthim. It will take aweek
or ten days for the force to get to the Valley by
the route which will give it food and forage,
and by that time the enemy will have retired.
I shall gain nothing for you there, ard shall
lose much for you here It is, therefore, not
only on personal grounds that I have heavy
heart in the matter, but that I feel it throws

e
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us all back; and frem Richmond Ncrth we
ghall have all our’large masses paralyzed, and
shell have to repeat what we have justas
complished. Ihave ordered Gen. Shields to com
mence the movement by to morrow morningz.
A secornd division will follow in the alterpoc n.
Did I understand yon aright, that yon wished
that I, personally, should accompany this ex
pedxtion? Very respeetfully,
Irwin McDow:LL.

& {ﬂn's is @ crushing blow to us,’”’ said Gen.
MecDowell. Why “‘a crushing blow ??? ~ He
had a corps of 41,000 men preparing to march
in two days upon Richmond ; it was impossi
ble for him to aid Banks ; it was nextto impos-
sible for him to co-operate with Fremont; it
would require a longer march to intercept
Jackson fhan Jackson had to meks to escape
him ; he says, ‘' I skall gain nething for you
there, and lose much for you here.”® *
¢ ] feel that it throws us all back, and from Rich
mond north we shall have all our large force par
alyzed.”” Well might the frank and patriotic
General say ‘‘Z have a heavy heart in the mat-
ter,’ and i{ amazes omne,.that the President,
having the consequences so plainly set before
bhim, did not reveke his fatal order. But he
had set ¢ a trap’® (to use his own language as
testified by Gen. McDowell,) fo caich Jackson,
and though plainly toldit was an useless ex-
periment, he sacrificed the certainty of eaptur-
ing Richmond, in the vain attempt! And that
sacrifice has cost the nation more than a hun-
dred thousaud Northern lives, and hundredsof
millions of Northern money, and the end is not
yet!!

‘ Amos KENDALL.

Anugust 19th, 1864.

LETTER XIV.

FAILURE OF LINCOLN’S ‘‘TRAP’—RLVERTS TO HIS
ORIGINAL PLAN—ARMY OF POTOMAC ABANDONED
TO ITs FATE—M'CLELLAN WARNS THE PREBI
DEST AGAIN AND AGAIN—HE IS INCREDCLOUS—
BATTLES—JACKS N ATTACKS M CLELLAN’S
RIGHT —WHO RESPONSIBLE~—~MASTERLY = EE- |
TEEAT T0O JAMES RIVER— THOUS DID THE PRESI
DENT PREVENT THE CAPTURE OF RICHMOND.

To every just and patriotic man :

In our last letter, we left General MeClellan
before Richmond, cheered by the promise
that General McDowell’s splendid corps of
41,000 men should march on the 26th of May
to aid him ia the capture of that city. The
. right wing of his army had been extended to-

wards Fredericksburg to meet the promised |

co operation.

We left Stonewsll Ja.ckson, ftpr .h.,‘_ '

Banks down the Shenandoah leey to the
Poteoraac, and effectually alarming the author-
ities at Washington, hastening B’abk to i
Lee in the defence of Richmond.

We left McDowell “‘with & heavy heart,” '

prepariog under protest to play his part in
“‘the trap’’ set by the President to cateh Sto
wall Jackson.
The result fully verified McDowell’s antioia
pations. His splendid corps was broken ur.
and rendered for the time bﬂng perfectly
useless. A part of it was marched to Front
Royal, a part to Manassas, a part sent to
Harp:r’s Ferry, and a part remained at
Fredericksburg. Jackson, on his retmrn
march, encountered Fremont, and having
crippled him in a spirited engagement so that.
he could not pursue, continued his progrsaa,
towards Richmond. :

And what said the Pramdent whenhafonnd,
the game had escaped his *“ trap 1>’  General
McDowell, in his testimony.bsfore the Con-.
gress committee, testified as follows, viz : ,_

“YWhen the President, as he|expressed
himse!f, found that the trap bad failed, and
that Jackson was being pursued instead ol
being interceptod, he wanted to recur to tha
original plan of going to Richmond. He tﬂaé
graphed that ke had with great reluctance given
up. that plan, aad in the meantime had ordered
Be Call with his division to e by water to Rich-
mond.”’

The palpable meaning of all this is th_'a!_;,'
the President, not at all regretting that héi
had rendered useless forty-one thousand me:
by sending them on his trapping expedltiqn,
instead of reimforcing McClellan with them.
was then inclined to leave McClellan and the
army of the Potomac then before Rmhtm‘»‘.!&I
to their fate, and revert to his original plan 0!;
advancing upon Richmond by land. He seeh:;i
to regret that he had suffered McGn.Illf ]
division to reinforce McClellan by water, and

-

had not reserved it to form a portion of s‘l@w
(41 BN

army to carry eut his ‘‘original plan.” We
do not belicve the President guilty of the
inconceivable atrocity of intending to asgr*iﬁce
the army of the Potomac for the purpose ot
defeating MoClellan’s plan of oampdgn, and.,
recommending his own; but we are free fci".
say, that his orders and acts could not ha if’
been more disastrous to the army and f ‘G i'
country had such been his deliberate pnl'm |

Gen. McCIellan and the army of the Potﬁﬁ
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'-of the army of Virginia and the appointment
-of Gen. Pope to command it:

On the 25th of May, the President was so
alarmed by false reports that he thought the
_main forcs of, the rebsl army was approaching
Washmgton. and telegraphed Gen. MecClel-
lan: :

¢ I think the movement is a gemeral 2nd
concerted one, such as could net be if he
‘was poting upon the parpose of a very des-
perﬂe defence of Richmond. I think the
1imu.unonr when you must either aitack

ynond or give up the job and come back

dofenca of Washington. Let me hear
you instantly.”

On the same day, McClellan replied,

:‘ 8¢ Telegram received. Independently of it
the time is very near when I shall attack Rich-
fnond. The object of the movement is proba-
‘bly to prevent reinforcements being sent to
ma. All the information received from bal-
Ioons, deserters, prisoners end eontrabands,
agrees in the statement that the mass of the
rebel trosps are still in the immediate vicinity
‘of Richmond, ready to defend it.”

On the 27th of May, a decided victory was
"achieved over the rebels at Hanover Court
House by troops under the command of Gen.
"Fitz John Porter. _
~ On the 28th of May, Gen. McClellan tele-
gra.phnd to the Secretary of War, “there is
no doubt that the enemy are concentrating
.everythmg on Richmond. * ¥ * T igthe
‘policy and duty of the government to send
‘me by water all the well drilled troops avail-
able. I am confident Washington is in no
danger. Engines and ears in large numbers
have been sent up to bring down Jackson’s
command. * % ¥ The real issueis in the
battleabout to be fought in front of Richmord.
*# % % Jtcannot beignored thata despe-
‘rate battle is before wus; if any regiment of
",good troops rema.m unemployed, it will be an
'u'reparable fanlt committed.”

. The President could not be made to believe
that Washington was in no danger, or that
~ the rebels were concentrating everything on
J-iohmond, and in a messags to MeClellan of
‘the same date, he said, ‘‘thatthe whole of
the enemy is concentrating on Richmond, I
:»’;h,i.nk cannot be certainly known to you or
‘me.”’
~ On the 3ist of May and 1st of June, were
fought the battles of Seven Pines and Fair
Oaks in which the assaults of the ememy
were repulsed with great slanghter.”’
Rains and floods rendered the roads and
the Chickahominy unavailable for heavy mili-

tary movements. for more than three weeks.
When the rains ceased acd the roads bacame
passable,movements were reenmed and prep-
arations made for a general attack on the
enemy’s lines. Oa the 25ih of Jane, the day
before the general movement was to have
heen made, certain intelligence rcached Gen.
McClellan, that Stonewall Jackson having
escaped the Lincoln Trap, was near with his
army marehing to attack his right wing end
eut eoff his communications, and also that
Beauregard had arrived in Richmond from
the South with strong reinforcements. In a
message to the Secretary of War of that date,
Gen, MeClellan said :—*‘I incline to think
that Jackson will attack my right end rear.
The rebel force is stated at two hundred thou-
sand including Jackson and Beauregard. * %
I regret my great inferiority of numbers, but
feel I am in no way responsible fer it, as I
have not failed to represent repeatedly the
necessity of reinforcements, tiht this was the
decisive point, and that all the available means
of the government should be concentrated here.
[ will do &1l a general can do with the splen-
did army I have the honor to command, and
if it is destroyed by overwhelming numbers,
can at least die with it and share its fate.”

On the 26:h of June, as was anticipated,
Jackson attacked MeClellan’s right wing, and
after a desperate fizht and terrible slanghter,
so far succeeded as to make it necesssry to
withdraw it across the Chickahominy. The
operations of the day showed that the rebel
army so far exceeded General MecClellan’s in
numbers a3 to make decisive victory on his
part entirely hopeless.

On the 27th it was determined to retire to
the James river, for which movement, as a
possible costingency, General McClellan had
previously made some preparations. The
necessary orders were prompily issued, and
on the 28th portioms of the army were in
motion. On the latter day, Gen. MecClellan
transmitted a message .to the Secretary of
War, giving the results of the battle and
concluded as follows :

¢] know that a few thomsand more men
would have changed this battle from a defeat
to a victory. As it is, the Government must
not and cannot hold me responsible for the
result. I feel too earmestly to-might, I have
seen too many dead and wounded comrades,
to feel otherwise than that the Government
has not sustained this army. If you do not
do so now, the game is lost. If I save this
army now, I tell you plainly, that I owe no
thanks to you, or any other psrsons in Wash-
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ington. You heve done your best to sacrifice
this army.”’

The retreat to James river by the Army of
the Potomac in the presence of an ememy
more than double its numbers, without the
loss of a gun or a wagon by the assaults o°
the enemy, is one of the most remarkable
military feats on record. Of itself it is
enough to immortalize in history that army
sad its commander. Geon. McClellan each
day directed the commanders of corps what
to do that day, and night with few exceptions
found each of them in their appeinted places.
Each corps and division falfilled its assigmed
duty as if each had been a part of one great
machine. Whenever the enemy attempted
to interrupt them they turned upon and
repulsed him with terrible slanghter, and
then resumed their march. In this manpner,
the Army of the Potomac, beffied but reither
conquered nor discouraged, after seven days
marching andfighting, reached a resting place
onJamesriver. Theirlossinkilled, wounded
and prisoners during the seven days, was
over 15 000 ; that of the enemy in killed and
wounded was doubtless much the greatest.

Such was the rasult of the President’s in-
terferences with McClellan’s plans. First,
he prevented a rapid advance npon Richmond
and its probable eapture by withholding Me-
Dowell’s corps at the outset of the campaign.
Then agzin, after promising that' corps, by
withdrawing it to complete his trap to catch
Jackson, he deprived McClellan of a reinforce-
ment of 41 000 and prevented the capture of
Richmond before Jackson could join Lee. In
short, the President’s sagacious management
culminated in depriving McClellan of 41 000
men and inereasing Lee’s army by Jackson’s
corps probably 20,000, making a relative dif-
ference in the strength of the two armies of
about 60,000 men! Thus did President Lin-
coln prevent the capture of Richmond.

Amos KENDALL,
August 20, 1864,

LETTER XIV,

PROOFS OF GENERAL 11'CLELTAN'S LOYALTY—IN
WHAT HE AND LINCOLN AGREE AKD IN WHAT
THEY DIFFER—HIS LETTER CONSIST:NT WITH
CHIAGO PLATF . EM —OPPOSITION TO HIM I8
SUPPORT CF LINCOLN—QUR FUTURE 1N GASE OF
LINCOLN’S BE ELECTION.

To all Just and Patrictic Men :

Before we proceed with our exjosition of
the conduct of the Administration towards the

| not £lso propose the abolition of siav' .

army of the Potomzc and the able Gen
who created it, we turn aside to say a
words about the Democratic nominations
define the issues now before the country.

The objections to General McClellan as
candidate for the Presidercy are both amv
and instructive. In this one thing the
colnites and those whom they call Copp
heads ocordially sgree. The Lincolnites are
endeavoring to prove that MeClellan, in his
acts, is toe much like Linecoln to be a fitting
candidate for Copperheads, and the latter
echo the sentiment. If any thing wero want-
ing beyond his own declarations to establish
General MeClellan’s uncompromising loyalty,
it is furnished by the concurrence of that point
ofthese two extren e factions. It proves, that
General McClelian is a fisting candidate to be
voted for by all Conservative Republicans as
well as Democrats.

But McClellan and Lineoln agree on only
one point, and that is a professed determina-
tion to maintain the Union at every hazard.

They differ radically in relation to the best
means to accomplish that end. '

Lincoln has a preliminary to the restoration
of the Union, and that is the abandonment of
slavery by the seceded States. He will not
let them return to the Union without the ref:-
linquishment of a right held in common by
all the States—by Massachusetts as well a3
South Carolina. To force the abandonment
of this right wpon the Southern States while
itiserjoyed by the Northern, whether they
choose to exzereise it or not, he would sacrifice
hundreds of thousands of northern lives and
thousands of millions of northern money. In
short, ke is not waging war to maintain tho
Constitational Union baged on the equshty of
the States, but to enforce on the Southern
States a new Union, in which their relation to |
the Northern shall be that of eonguered pro-=
vinces, deriving their local institutions, not
from the will of the people, bat from the pm
seriptions of the conqueror.

McClellan, on the other hand, wounld wage
war for o other purpose than disarming re-
bels and enforcing the Constitution and laws,
Just as they are. That done, the Union would
be ipso facto restored, and each State would
gtand in its original position of equal righ
and eqaal privileges. “lf

Lircoln will receive no proposition for the
restoration of pesce and nnion which' does

McClellan, on the othar hand, ¢ 40 800X '




it is clear or even probable, that cur present
adversaries are ready for peace on the basis
. of the Union,”” would ‘‘exhaust all the re
gources of statesmanship practiced by civil-
.ized nations and tamght by the traditions of
‘the American people, consistent with the
“honor and interests of the country, to secure
.tuch peace, re establish the Union and guar-
antee for the future the comstitutional nghts
of every State.”’

McClellan is for the old Union founded on
consent, only insisting that the Sounthern
States shall be faithful to their engagements.

Lincoln is in faver of @ new Union founded
on conguest, and supported by minorities in
‘the conquered States backed by bayonets.

In ghort, McClellan is for permanent peace
and Linceln virtually for perpetual war.

Which ought conservasive Democrats and
Republicans vote for?

But some of the so-called peace Democrats,
it seems, think General McClellan’s letter of
acceptance incompatible with the Chieago
platform. Ian what respect? The platform
declares *‘ That in the future, as in the past,
we will adhere with unswerving fidelity to the
Union under the Constitution as the only selid
foundation of our strength, sec :rity and hap-
piness as a people, and as a rame work of
government equally conducive to the welfare
and prosperity of all the States, both North-
ern and Scuth.”’

Gen. McClellan declares that *“the Union
must be preserved at all hazards.”” Now,
what i3 the diff:rence between 2 declaration
of *‘ unswerving fidelity to the Union’® and a
declaration that it *‘ must be preserved at ail
hazards '’ And how can men who voted for
the former declaration, refuse to vote for
MoClellan because he made the latter ?

But the platform. declares that: ** justice,
humanity, liberty, and the public welfare,
der~ and that immediate efforts be made fora
cessation of hostilities, with a view to an
ultimate Convention of all the States, or other
peaceable means to the end that at the earliest
practxcable moment peace may be restored
npon the basis of the Federal Union of the
States.”” And Gen. McClellan says nothing
about armistice or convention. Not in terms,
but he does say what includes them and much
more. He says that as soon as it is *‘ even
probable” that the rebcols are ‘‘ready for
peace npon the basis of the Coastitution,”*

“all the resources of statesmanship” &o.,
"‘ ghould be exhausted to secure it.”” Is not
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an armistice and a convention within *‘ the
resources of statesmanskip?”’ The fact is,
that Gen. McClellan does not confine himaelf
to those specific means, but he does commit
himself to resort to those or any other honor-
able means which circumetanc+3 at the time
may show to be more efficient to the end,
whenever there is even a probability that the
rebeld are prepared to treat. What can any
‘‘ unswerving’’ friend of the Union ask mores ?
Would any man desire the Government to
offer an armistice when there is ot the least
probability that it 'wounld be accepted ?

What can any ‘“‘unswerving >’ friend of the
Unien, who thinks it can be saved by stop-
ping the war, gain by refusiog to vote for
McClellan ' MeClellan stands pledged to
stop it the moment the Southern States show
or indicate a willingness to live in peace
within the Union as it was. Lincoln will neither
stop the war nor even listen to a proposition
for peace, until the people of the seceded
States give up one of their reserved rights.
Which helds out the best prospect for peace,
and which ought the mcst ultra men to pre-
for? By mot supporting McClellan, he will
aid in the re-election of Lincoln, as truly as if
he veted for him. He makes himself respon-
sible not only for the continnance of the war
for the abolition of glavery, baut for all tke
abuses and usurpations of the present Ad-
miristration. Every citizen is responsible for
public wrongs to aid in preventing which he
has the power, but will not use it. Nor would
the responsibility be lessened by running a
third candidate, with a perfect knowledge that
it could have no other practical effact than to
aid in the re-election of Mr. Lincoln. Under
these circumstances, every truly ‘‘ unswerv-
ing ’? friend of the restoration of the Union
as it was will support Gen. McClellan, ger-
dially, we should hope, but, if from no other
higher motive, as ‘@ choice of evils.”’

There are two things for which every true
patriot should now pray and labor—one is,
the success of the national arms, so that the
rebels shall be saeisfied of the mtter hopeless-
ness of their canse, and be inelined to give it
up and return to their allegianca. The other
is, the election of Gen. McClellan, thus opening
to them the door for restoration and peace on
the only conditions which will render any
cordial reunion possible. Batshould Mr. Lin-
coln be re-elected, and persist in his present
policy, we see nothing in the future of our
country but an interminable war of guerrillas,
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if not of large armies, farther disintegrations
of territory, crushing taxation, bankruptcy and
repudiation, en end of all truly republican
government, the domination of unprincipled
military chieftains, and a never-ending suc
cession of revolutions, instigited by foreign
intrigne and personal ambition, until our
people becoms powerless, as now in Mexico,
to defend themselves against the armies of
gome European despot which shall come to
forca upon them as Emperor the imported
scion of g-me« royal house ; or, at best, until
exhsnsted by internal strifg, they submit, as
their only alternative for peace and security,
to some victorions chief, and become a great
consolidated empire under a native dynasty.
All which may God ia his mercy avert.
Amos KENDALL.
September 13, 1864,

LETTER XV.

THE PRESIDENT’S THANKS TO THE ARMY—NONE
FROM WAR DEPAETMENT —M'CLELLAN TO BE
GOTTEN RID OF—A MONTH LOST —ARMY
ORDERED TO AQUIA CREEE—AEMY OF VIRGINIA
— RFBELS AIVANCE T »WAEDS WASHINGTON —
ATTiMPT TO HOLD M’CLELLAN RESPONSIBLE
FOR DFLAYS—HE REPORTS AND AFfKS WHAT HE

 8HALL DO—NO ANSWER—ASKS TO FHARE THE

FATE OF HIS MEN—IS NOT ALLOWED—IS DE-

PRIVED OF ALL COMMAND —HIS ASSISTANCE IM

PLOR! D—IS PUT IN COMMAND OF WASHINGTON'S

DEFENCES ANP FINALLY OF POPE’S DEFE£ATED

AEMY. '
To all Just and Patriotic Men :

Our thirteenth letter left the Army of the
Potomac at Harrison’s Landing on the James
River, twenty-five miles from Richmond,
whither it had been compelled to retire before
overwhelming numbers in consequence of the
withdrawgl, by order of the President, ¢f.
McDowell’s corps, then cousisting of forty-
ene thousand men.

When it was too late, the President seems,
for a time, to have become sensible of the in-
justice, not to say cruelty, he had practiced
towards that gallant army and its able Com-
marder. On the 21 of Jaly, 1862, he tele-
graphed to Gen, McClellan as follows :

“If you think you are not strong emough
to take Richmond just now, I do not ask you
to. Ity just now to save the army masterial
and personuel, and I will strengthen it for the
offensive again as fast as I can.*’

The next day, having heard of the safe
arrival of the army ut Hurrison’s Landing, he
again telegraphed Gen. McClellan as follows :

‘I am saticfied that yourself, officers and

men have dons the best you could. All ag-
counts say better ﬁghtmg was ﬂ‘bVer done.
Ten thousand thauks for it.”? B
On the 5th of July the President aellt 0
Gen. McClellan the following messuge;vﬂ‘ 3

A thousend thanks for the relief wh
your two despatches of 12 and 1 P. M. )
terday gave me. Be assured that the heroism
and skill of yourself, officers and men, is ang
forever will be appreciated. If you can
your present position, we shall hive tke enemy yet.

Bt not a word of commendation came from
the Secrerary of War or the General in-Chief.
Feeling this injastice to his brava army Gen.
McClellan afterwards sent to Gan. Halleck
the following megsage, viz: , '

¢t Plense say a kind word to my army, that
I can repeat to them in general orders, in re-
gard te their conduct at Yorktown, Williams-
barg, West Point, Hanover Court Honse, and
on the Chickshominy, as well as in regard to .
the seven days, and the recent retreat.

““ No ons has ever said anything to cheer
them but myself. Say nothing sbout me,.
mercly give my men and cfficers credit for
whet they have done. It will do you muchi
good, and will strengthen you much with
them if you issue a handsome order to them
in regard to what they have sccomplished.
They deserve it.™’

To this there was no response whatever. i :

We kave no doubt but the tribule paid 1‘:{'
the President in his messages to the army of
the Potomac and ite officers, was ag sincere a8
it was just. And it will be perceived, that at
that time, the Precident did not coatemplate
the withdrawal of that army, but propoaed to
reinforce it where it was. This was in aceor-
dance with the views and wishes of Gepeié
McClellan., His plan was, when rf,inforpe\d';
as stated by General Halleck in a report to tha‘
Secretary of War, to do precisely what Genqq.
ral Grant is doing now, attack Petersﬁ:s
and cut off the communications of Rlchmnna.
"with the South. '

Other plans, however, had been coneoe‘hﬁ‘]
st Washington, one object of which was to gp“
rid of General McClellan by taking his arm y
away from him. To his repeated requests
for reinforcements, he was told none eon.I \io
gent to him. 1In vain he pointed to mfon;
mﬁﬁr ba4

bodies of troops which might with fi
added to his command, and pledged,,himn
to take Richmond if they would but give hin
fifty thousand more men. The apnswer s
was “‘they had none to send him.”

had b«come of the 73 000 men left by G
MeClellan for the defence of Washmg
its approaches, of McDowell’s corps &

ing when ordered after Jackson to 41,
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Fremont’s command amounting, it is pre-

. sumed, to at least 25,000, and the many thou-
gands which had reached Washington from
the E st after General McClellan left om his
peninsular campaign, in all not much short of
150 000 mez !

It was on the 3d of Jaly, that the last of
the army of the Potomae reached Harrison’s
Landing, and it was not until the 34 of Au-
gnst that General McClellan, notwithstanding
his urgent appeals, could find out what wasto
be done with it. Oan the latter day, he was
informed by Genersl Halleck, who had been
made General in Chief, that it was determined
to withdraw hiz army from the Peninsula to
Aquia Creek. General McClellan remonstra-
ted with all his powers of langunage againat
this step ; but the authoritier at Washington
were irfloxible. It was not, however, until
the 16:h of Auzust that the lazt of the men
and materials could be removed from Harri-
son’s Landing.

Thus was more than a month lost by the
imdecision of the authorities at Washington.
For this delay, General McClellan was not in
the least responsible. He frequently asked
for the decision of the Government in language
like the followiug. In a message dated the
18th July, he said: ; -

“Am anxipous to have determination of
Government that no time may be lost in pre-
paring for it. Hours are very precious now
and perfect unity of action neeessary.’’

In another message dated the 30th of July,
he said :

‘1 hope that it may soon be decided what
is to be done by this army, and that the de-
cision may be to reinforee it at once. We
are losing much valuable time, and that at a
moment when energy and decision are sadly
needed.”’

Thus, not from any fault of Gen. McClellan,
but through want of decisiom at Washington,
an army of eighty to ninety thoausand men

was rendered perfectly useless for nearly six
weeks.

In the mean time, the President’s plan of
advancing upon Richmond by land, appears

~ to have been resumed. A new army called
- the army of Virginia was organized, com-
posed of the remnants of McDowell’s corps,
Fremont’s army and the troops about Wash-
ington, and Gen. Pope was placed in com-

- mand. It was a portion of this new plan of
- campaign that the Army of the Potomac
. should be merged in this new army, and that

General MeClellan should thus be deprived of |

%wﬂ without being directlydismissed.

.

It was in purssance of this scheme that,
after a montl’s apparent hesitation, the Ar-
my of the Potomac was ordered from Harri-
son’s Landing to Aqnia Creek.

As soon as the rebel leaders perceived that
they were ne longer to be serionsly pressed
near Richmond, they resolved to carry war
into the loyal Statea and advanced with their
main army towards Washington. Had the
decision to reinforce the army of Virginia
with the Army of the Potomac been announ-
ced two weeks sooner, as it might have been,
the junction would have been formed before
the rebel army could reach the Union lines
and Lee would have found himself confronted
by a superior force. But the delay of the gov-
ernment to give the order enabled him to fall
upon the army of Virginia before the rein-
forcements from the Army of the Potomaec
could be gotten into pesition. And the dis-
aster to Pope’s army was as much attributable
to this mismanagement at Washington as to
the incompetency of its commander.

When the consequences of the delay to
give tho order for the transfer of the Army
of the Potomao began to develop themselves,
the authorities at Washington most unjustly
attempted to fix the responsibility on Gen.
McClellan. In a message, dated August 9th,
Gen. Halleck said to him :

I em of opinion that the enemy is mass-
ing his forces ia front of Generals Pope and
Barnside, and that he expects to crush them
and move forward to the Potomac. You must
gend reinforcements instantly to Aquia Creek.
Considering the amount of transportation at
your disposal, your delay is not satisfactory.”’

This was but six days aflter the order for
the movement of the whole army, consisting
of eighty to ninety thousand men with all its
material, had been given. General McClellan
said in his reply :—*¢There has been no un-
necessary delay &s you assert, not an hour;
but everything has been and is being pushed
as rapidly as possible to carry out your
orders.”

On the 10th of August, Gen. Halleck tele-
graphed Gen. McClellan as follows :

““The enemy is crossing the Rapidan in
large force. They are fighting Gen. Pope to-
day ; there must be no farther delay in your
movements. That which has already occurred
was entirely unexpectod and must be satis-
factorily explained. Letnota moment be lost
and telegraph me daily what progress you
have made‘in executing the order to transfer
your troops.”’

Gen. McClellan in his reply said :

‘I assure you again, that there has not
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been any unnecessary deley in carrying out
your orders.”’

And after detailing the progress made and
makirg, he added: °

¢ The present moment is probably not the
proper one for me to refer to the unnecessarily
harsh and unjust tome of your telegrams of
late. It will, however, make no différence in
my official action.”’ _

On this a3 on other occasions, it seems to
have been thought at Weashington that large
armies with all their material can be moved
hundreds of miles as easily as a flock of wild
geese and elmost as quickly. There would
have been no ocecasion for Cen. Halleek’s ill-
humor in this ease, if he had given the order
to transfer two or three weeks sooner.

General McClellan reported from Aquia
Creek on the 24 h of August, 2and on the 26th
was requested to go to Alexandria, where,
General Halleck stat®d, ¢f great irregularilies
are reperted.’”” On the same day he went to
Alexandria and betook himself to the tack of
co.recting irregularitieg and sending ozt to
the aid of General Pope, as they arrived, the
various detachments of the army of the Pote-
mac. Although he was daily and almost
hourly called upon to perform soms specific
duty, no definite command was assigned to
him. In a message to the President on the
29th of August, he said :

¢ Tell me what you wish me to do and 1
will do 2ll in my power to accomplish it. 1
wish to know what my orders and authority
are. I ack for pothing, but will obey what-
ever orders you may give. I omly ask a
prompt decision, that I may at once give the
necessary orders. It will not doto delay any
longer.’’

A copy of the same message was eent to
General Halleck ; but to that portion of it, no
answer was returned. Oa the 30:h the sgun@
of battle was heard in Alexandria, and Gene-
ral McClellan telegraphed as follows to Gene-
rel Halleck: :

¢ ] cannot express to ycu the psin and
mortification I have experienced to-day in
listening to the distant sound of the firing of
my men. 4s I can bo of no further use here
I regpectiuliv ack that if ‘there iz a probabili
ty of the conflict being renewed  to-morrow,
I may be permitted to go to the sceme of
battle with my staff, merely to be with my
own men, if nothing more ; they will fight
none the worse for my being with them. If
it is not deemed best to intrust me with the
ecommand, even of my own army, I simply
ask to be permitted to share their fate on the
field of battle. Please reply to this to-night.”

It appears that Gen. Halleck did not read
! the'despatch wuntil the next day, when he

seeing the President, as Gem. Po
command by his orders, of the Department.”
As General McClellan did not ask the com-
mand of his men, but only to ‘‘share their
fate on the field of battle,’’ this answer was
a denial of his request.

Oan the rame day, however, an order was
issued from the War Department containing
the fellowing clausea :

the Army of the Potomee that has mot been
sent forward to General Pope’s command.
Ganeral Pope commands the Army of Virginia,
and all the forces temporarily attached toit.”’

As not two hundred men of the Army of the
Potomac remained under McClellan’s orders,
this disposition left him but a mockery of
command, and was in fact the consummation
of the design to get rid of him by merging his
army in the Army of Virginia.

¢ Man proposes but God dispoeses.’”” That
very day, General Pope was defeated and his
army was then hastening towards Washing-
ton in wild disorder.

The next day, General Halleck implores
the assistance of Gemeral McClellan in the
following words, viz:

¢ I beg of you to*assist me in this erisis with
ynur,ab.ilézy and czperience. I am entirely tired
out.’

Oa the next day, the lat of September,
General McClellan at Geperal Halleck’s re-
guest, came to Washington. In an interview
with that General, he was instracted to take
command of the defences of the city, ex-
pressly limited to the works and their garri-
gsons and forbidden to’exercise sry comtrol
jover the troops operating im front uuder
(Feneral Pope.

' In the afterncon of tha same day, he was
invited to an iatorview with the President,

army of the Potomae, actuated by resontment
at the treatment they and thair favorite Gan-
eral had received, would tiot cordially 6o-
operate with Generzl Pope.  He told General |
McClellan that he had always been hisfriend,
assured him that he alome could 'rectify tho,{.
evil, and begged him to do so by a messageto i
some of his old officors. = Although the Gene-
ral had, and expressed perfect faith in hisold
associates, to gratify the President, he sent to
General Fitz John Porter the following mes-
page: - Fa 3

“I ask of you form

s g

y sake, and that of o

who was greatly moved with the apprehen-
sion that the troops who had composed the

-

o

|

merely replied, ‘1 cannot answer without
is in

¢¢ Gen. McClellan commands tkat portion of :
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-conntry, and the old army of the Potomae,
t you and all my friends, will lend the
est and most cordial eo-operation to Gene-

"!'ul Pope, in all the operations now going on.

/The destinies of our country, the honor of

-our army are at stake, and all dapends now
.upon the cheerful co- operatxon of ell in the
“field. This weck is the crisis of our fate. Say
‘the same thing to my friends in the army of
‘the Potomac, and that the 128t request I have
_to make of them is, that for their country’s
‘gake they will extend to Gemeral Pope, the
‘same support they ever have to ma.

~ “J am in charge of the defences of Wash
ington, and am doing all I ean to render your

.retreat safe, should that beceme necessary.”’

What took place the next day Gen. McClel-
lan describes in his Report, as followa:

“On tha morning of the 21 tho President
and Gen. Halleck came to my honse, when the
President informed me that Colonel Kelton
had retarned from the front; that onr affairs
were in bad condition ; that the army was in
full retreat upon tha defences of Washington ;
the roads fiilled with stragglers, &e. He in-
structed me to take steps at cnece and .collect
the stragglers, place the worksin a proper state
of defence, and to go out to meet, and take
wommand of the army when it apﬁroached the
vicinity of the works; then to put the troops
in the best position for defence ; commiiting
everything to my hands.

I immediately took steps to carry out these
orders.”

- Thus, on the 30th of August, traitorous
abolitionism which hated Gen. MecClellan for
‘his loyalty to the Comstitution, co-operating
‘with military and political jealousy, succeeded
in depriving McClellan of all command.

On the 31st the storm thickens and he is
implored to aid the Washington authorities
with his ‘‘ability and experience.”

+ . On the 1st of Saptember, the thunder rolls
mearer and nearer, and he is direeted to
take charge of the dsfences of Washington.

1. Oa the 2nd of September; the storm bursts,
-and the recoil of the weak and wicked policy
.of not supporting McClellan before Richmond
Jlls its authors with dismay, aad they tarn
\to that persecnted Gteneral a3 the only man
o can save the Capltal from captare and
‘themeelves from eve:lastmg infamy,

' He saves them! Are they gratefal ?
shall see.

B o _
September 19, 1864.
1 AT R T )
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Axos KENDALL.

(/- LRETER XVI, |
EFFECT OF. M'CLELLAN’S RESTORATION—HIS DE
t.ns—thxnmnanczs-—ennmu HALLECK'S

GAP, BOUTH MOUNTAIN AND ANTIETAM —HAR-
PER'S FPERRY—RELATIVE LOESES—LINCOLN

EAVED RICHMOND—M’ CLELLLN SAVED WASH-
INGTON.

To all Just and Patriotic Men :

Our last letter closed with the reinstate-
ment of General McClellan on the 21 Septem-
ber, 1862, in the command of his old army in-
creased by the routed remains of the army of
Virginia.

On that very day he issned orders directing
the retreating corps and detachments what

‘pogitions to take up, so as most effactually to

check the advance of the enemy. The effeet
upon the army was eleciric. ‘“How did you
feel,”’ said we to a soldier ‘‘when your old
commander was restored to you ?’’ *“We felt,”
said ha, ‘‘like one who had lost all he had in
the world and it was all suddenly restored to
him wheu he least expeoted it.”? Rapidly the
demoralized portions of the army recovered
their organization and confilence and were
prepared for battle and victory.

The rebels did not pursue the retreating
Urion army towards Washington, and on the
3d of September, had disappeared from the
front on the Virginia side. It became evi-
dent, that their design was to cross the Poto-
mac, but at what points or whether for the
purpose of attacking Baltimore or Washing-
fon on the Maryland side or invading Penn-
gylvania, could not for some days be ascer-
tained. General McClellan. with the main
body of his army crossed into Maryland, and
cautiously advanced on several parallel roads
keeping the Potomac on his left in such man-
ner as to cover Washington until the rebel
plans should be developed  As on former co-
casions, the authorities at Washington, still
trembling for their own safety, were com-
stantly thrusting upon him their apprehen-
sions and advice. On the 9:h September,
General Halleck telegraphed him as follows :

“ Until we can get better advices aboat the
rumbers of the enemy at Draipesville, I
think we must be very cautions abount strip-
ping too much the forts on the Virginia side.
It may be the enemy’s cobject to draw off the
mass of our forces and then atigr.pt to attack

from the Virginia side of the Potomac. Think
of this.”

On the 13th he telegraphed : *‘ Until you
know mora certainly the enemy’s force south
of the Potomac, you ‘are wrong in thus un-
covering the Capita'. I am of the opinicn
thas the enemy will send a small colomn to-

e IHONOR—M'OLELUAN LEARNS Let’s DE- 1ons— | wards Pennsylvania to draw your forces in
{bﬁn*wmmmm—wcmxms AT CeAMPrON’s | that directian, then suddenly move on Wash-

-

4
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ington with the forees somth of the Potomac
and those he may cross over.”’

On the 14th Gen. Halleck telegraphed :
¢ Scouts report a large force still on the Vir-
ginia side of the Potomae. If so, I fear you
are exposing your left and rear.”’

On the 16th Gen. Halleck telegraphed : ‘1

. think, however, that you will find that the
whole force of the enemy in yonr front, has
erossed the river. I fear now more than ever
that they will recrogs at Harper’a Ferry, or
below, and tarn your left, thus cauiting yon
off from Washington, This has appeared to
me to be a part of their plan and hence my
anxiety on the snbjeet.”’

The general reader will remember that Gen-
eral Halleck testified before & certain military
commission that General McClellan, when
ordered to repel the invasion of Maryland,
had marched with his army on an average
only six miles a day, and a clamor was raised
apsinst him beceuse he was so slow. Bnt
General Halleck did not state that it would
not have been prudent for him to have ad-
vanced faster until he knew the enemy’s ob-
jects, and that, slow as his progress was, it
was.too fast for the nerves of the Gemerzl in
chief, who constantly imagined he saw the
rebol army evading McClellan and falling
upon Washington. Ifthese messages meant
anything, they meant that General McClel-
lan was proceeding too fasi—was leaving
Washington too far behind him—so far that
the rebels mizht slip in and capturs the (ity
with its worthy occapants. Yet, the General
in chief afterwards had the honor, without a
word of explanation, to state that Gen. Mec-
Clellan’s army marched on an average only
gix miles a day, creating the impression that
he was criminally slow in advancing upon the
enemy !

On the 138th of September, a general order
of the rebel commander, dated the 9th, fell
Into the hands of General MecClellan, which
eonclusively showed, that his immediate ob-
jeet was not an attack on Washington, but
the invasion of Pennsylvania through the
Cumberland valley. From that moment his
advance was rapid enough to satisfy the most
eager for battle. All portions of the army
were ordered to advance with the utmost
expedition. On the next day, the 14th of
Sepiember, occurred the battles and victories
of Bouth Mountain and Crampton’s Gap. It
was night before the battle of South Mountain

wore rapidly pursned, 250 prisoners and ty
guns taken in Boonsboro, many strl.gg
picked up, and night fourd the opposing
armies confronting each other at Amntietam
creck. The 16th was spent in reconnoitering
and taking positions until near night, whena
sharp fight occurred between advanced par-
ties. On the 17th was fought the bloody
battle of Antietam, at the close of which,
though the rebsls lost some of their posi-
tions they still maintained a defiant front.
The 18:h was spent in burying the desad,
taking care of the wounded, reorganizing the
shattered columns and preparing for a re-
newal of the battle the next morning; but
the enemy retreated in the night, conceding
the victory to the Union arms. Thus was
Washington relieved from apprehensions, and

. Pennsylvania saved from invasion. .

After all this, a cruel and wunjust attempt
was mads by the General-in.Chief to hold
Gen. McClellan responsible for the surrender
of Harper’s Ferry, with nine thousand men,
on the morning of the 15th September. Beg
fore he left Washington, Gen. McClellan had
recommended that this force should be with--
drawn and sent into the Cumberland va.lley
for its defence; bnt no attention was paid to
his recommendation. On the 10th he tele-
graphed as follows to Gen. Halleck: ‘¢ Col.
Miles is at or near Harper’s Ferry, as I'under-
stand. He can do nothing where he is, but
could be of great service if ordered to joifi
me. I snggestthet he be ordered to join me
by the most practicable route.”’ f

The General-in Chief replied: *¢ There is no
way for Col. Miles to join you at ptesemt; his
only chance is to défend his works until you
can open communication with him.?? F

Although communication was cut off from
below, there was then no obstacle to his retire-
ment through Williamsport and Hagerstown.

Harper’s Ferry was mot then under Gen.
McClellan’s command, and he could do mo
more than open commauanication with it, and
thus, if possible, save the garrison. For this
purpose was the advance through Crampton’s
Gap; and the object weunld have been accom-
plished, but for the unnecessary and cowardly
surrender of that post on the 15th. ;

The Union army at the battle of Antietam
numbered 87,164 men. It lost in killed,
wounded, and missing, 12 469. ol

The rebel army nambered about 97,000 men.
Their loss, though never definitely as :

was ended. The next morning the enemy 'ed; undcubtedly exccided that of the i
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- army, The entire killed of the latter army | composing the old army of the Potomae, 2nd

- were 2010 Of the rebel army, 2700 dead |those composing the army of  Virginia. Tke

- were counted and buried on the field, and | former had been rapidly hurried from place

 many more were buried by their companions. | to place to meet the emergency, and the
The Union wounded were 9,416, If the  latter demoralized by defeat. Both, in
- rebel woundad bore the same proportion to |their marches and battles had worn ont
their killed, they must have smounted to  their shoes and clothing, and had lost or laft
about 13,000. The missing of the Union | behind a large portion of their tents and knap-
army were 1,043, and they took about 6,000 sacks. Nor was it otherwise prudent to follow
prisoners. Supposing these tobe all the miss- | the retreating rebels. The means of trans.

ing on the rebel side, their missing exceeded
those of the Union army by about 5,000.
These elements conclusively show that the
rebel loss in that terrible battle largely ex-
ceeded 20,000 men.

Not a single gun or color was lost by the
Union army in the battles of Crampton’s
Gap, South Mountain and Antietam, while

they took from the rebels 13 guns, thirty-.

nine colors and upwards of fifteen thousand
small arms.

And yet the Lincoln journals assert that
Gen. McClellan never won a victory !

The results of the military operations of
1862, thus far urder Commander-in-Chief
Lincoln and Major General McClellan, may
be summed up as follows :

LINCOLN SAVED RICHMOND
AND
McCLELLAN SAVED WASHINGTON.

For saving Richmond, Lincoln is praised,
flattered and proposed for re-electicn to the
Presidency !

For saving Washington, McClellan is tra-
duced, driven from the service of his country,
end even stigmatized as the accomplice and
leader of traitors 1.1

God is just. Are the people?
-will answer.

_September 24, 1864.

November

Anos KENDALL.
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- LEITER XVIL

COXDITION OF THE ABRMY AFTER ANTIETAM—NO
. RECOGNITION OF THE VICTORY—TFAULT FINDING
 ~—ORDER OF (ih OCTOBER—ITS NATU.E APO
' OBJECT—ARMY CROSSE3 THE POTOMAC—IS IN
. CORTACT WITH THE ENEMY—M’CL:LLAN FIS-
| MISSBED— THE PRETEXTS— QUESTICNS-—THE REAL
. CAUSE HIS FIDELITY—PRQOF THAT IT HAD BEEN
1 LONG MEDITATED—HIS EUBMISSION TO LAWFUL
AUTHORITY—ORDER AROUT RESIGNATIONS.

To all just and patriotic men : :
_After the battle of Antietam the army was
notina condition to follow the rebel army

portation by railroad had been deranged by
the military oper:tioms, the army had mno
adequate means of transportation by wagons,
the only resource beyond the Potomac, and so
large an army with one of equzl gize in its
front, could not, procure subsistence in the
Valley of Virginia. The rebel army, retreat-
ing upon its supplies, incurred ne incon-
venience from those sources, There was,
therefore much hazard of ultimate defeat
should the Union army, under these circum-
stances, attempt a pursait. ;

The military situation did not at that time
require or justify the incurring of any hezard.
The immediate object of the campaign had
been accomplished, Washington was rescued
from danger, Pennsylvania saved from inva-
sion, and Maryland cleared of the enemy.

It was, therefore, the duty of General
McCilellen to run no risks, to desist from pur-
suit until he could open his lines of commu-
nication, obtain the means of tramsportation,
rest and refit his exhausted and destitute
men, and then advance again upon the enemy
with a well supplied and reinspirited army.
With these views, after some skirmishing at
and on the other side of the Potomae, Gen.
McClellan betook himself to re-organizing
his army and preparing it to command far-
ther victories. :

As on former occasions, the victory of An-
tietam was cchoed by no cheering words of
thanks and congratolation from the General-
in-chicf or the War Department, to the army
or its commander. On the contrary, having
used the ‘‘ability and éxperience" of General
McClellan to rescue them from danger, they
recurred to their former habit of querulous-
ness and faultfinding, seeming to think, that
hoewever destitute of food, clothing and
shelter the soldiers might be, Gen. McClellan
had but to order an advance and the rebellion
would be annihilated.

On the 6th of October was issued to Gen.
McClellan one of those ridiculous orders, im-

!I]g‘vil:g_ly& !t.rwiu made up of the troops ' plying that the authorities at Washington
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know botter what is practicable and proper
than Generals in command a hundred or hun-
dreds' of miles distant, and have but to say
the word ard all difficulties vanish, armies
can move without food, clothing and tents,
wagons or horses, and impossibilities become
possible as by the fiat of Omnipetence. This
order came from the General in-Chief arnd
contained the following passages, viz:

¢ The President directs that you cross the
Potomac and give battle to the enemy or
drive him south. Your army must move
now while the roads are good. * ¥ * I am di-
rected to add, that the S:cretary of War and
General.in-Chief fully concur with the Presi-
dent in these instructions.”

Every such order given by the President to
a distant commander, is in the nature of things
conditional. Had the army been supplied
with evory necessary article, it could not have
stepped across the Potomac in an hour, or a
day, or twoe days, and '/ time of its move-
ment must necessarily have been flzed, not
by the order alone, but by the order in con-
nection with the state of preparation when it
was received. This principle was recognized
by the following clause in the order itself:

‘‘He [the President] is very desirous that
your army move as soon as possible’’ not as
soon as you get this order, but as soon as it can
possibly be gotten ready. When, on the 21st
of October, Gen. McClellan stated the condi-
tion of his army and asked whether the Pre-
gident ‘‘desired him to advance upon the
enemy at once,’’ the General-in-chief replied:
““the President has no change to make in his
order of the 6th inst. If you have not been
and are not now in a condition to obey it, you
will be able to show such want of ability.
The President does not expect impossibilities.”’
It does not appear, that Gen. McClellan was
called on, before his dismissal, to show his
““want of ability ;’” but in his Report he
does show, that he could not have moved
sooner than he did, consistently with justice
to his men and the efficiency of his army.

The Washington authorities well know that
prompt obedience to this order, would, under
existing circumstances, have exposed the army
to almost certain defeat, and it is difficult to re-
sist the inference that the chief motive in is-
suing it, was to make a pretext for charging
Gen. McClellan with disobedience of orders.

Though energetic efforts had been made to
supply the troops, many of them were *‘in
want of shoes, blankets and many other indis-
pensible articles of clothing.”” Efforts tosup-

ply them were redoubled ; but owing to ill-
management on the Railroads they were most
provokingly delayed. ' The cavalry attached
to the army, had been much reduced, and
what was left, was almost annihilated in their
attempt to caplure the rebel Stuart in his
raid into Maryland and Pennsylvania on tho
10th of October.

Although the army had not one fourth of
its due allowance of cavalry and some of the
divisions had not received their supplies,
they commenced crossing the Potomac at
Berlin on the 25:h of October, and between
that date and the 21 of Neovember the whole
army crossed at that place and at Harper’s
Ferry, The army advanced rapidly with
some skirmishing by cavalry until the 7th of
November when the main body was massed
near Warrenton and the advance was wi|thin
six miles of Culpepper Corrt House. Of the
rebel army, Jackson with his corps and some
other troops, were west of the Blue Ridgh,
Longstreet at Culpepper Court-House, and
Lee beyond the Rappahannock. It was Gen.
McClellan’s design to advance immediately
upon Longstreet, and if possible defeat the
rebel force east of the Blue Ridge before it
could be reinforced by Jackson’s command.

But it was not intended by the aunthorities
at Washington that General McClellan should
win another victory. The President had gone
over to ‘‘tho Greeley faction,”? and issued his
preliminary emancipation proclamation. The
same ‘‘pressure’’ which had forced that
measure upon him, had long demanded that
General McClellan should not be allowed to
remain at the head of that army. He was
too loyal to the Union and the Constitution.
Of course, it would not do to disclose the
trus reasom, and a resort must be had to
pretext. Now, the real object of the order
of the 6:h of Cctober becomes apparent. In
reply to certain inquiries of the Secretary of
War, the General-in-chief, in & communica-
tion dated the 28th of October, three days
after the army had commenced its movement, al-
luded to that order in the following 'wordS,
viz:

¢¢On the 6th of Oztober he [Gen. McClellsn]
was peremptorily ordered to cross the Potomao
and give battle to the enemy or drive hih
South.”’

“ Your army must move now while the tcﬁl
are good.”” And he attempts to show that’ﬁnu
McClellan’s complaints of want of sdp
were unfounded. He calls the order
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emptory’’ and emphasizes the word ““must’’
in his extract. ‘‘Your army must move now, "’
&c.

This order was dated October 6th. General
McCiellan received his discharge on the night
of the Tch November. Notwithstanding the
alleged disobedience of orders, he was allow
ed to remain in ecommand upwards of four
weeks after it was given. Several guestions
are suggested by these facts.

“If McClellan was dismissed for disobedience
of that order, why was he not discharged one,
two or three weeks sooner ?

Why was he not dismissed when GCeneral
Halleck made his report on the 28th of Octe-
ber ?°

Why was ho dismissed efter he had eobeyed
one branch of the order by crossing the Potomac?

Why was he dismissed when he was in the act
of obeying the other branch of the order by giving
battle to the enemy?

Why was the huanting up of pretexis de-
layed until he was in the act of obeying the
order ?

‘We have no doubt, thisstep was determined
upon before the order was issued. Its real
canse was identical with that of the emanci-
pation proclamation. The men who foreed
the President upon the abolition platform, re-
quired him to dismiss General McClellan.
Though long contemplated, the reason it was
not done sconer, was that elections were to be
held in Ohio and Pennsylvania on the 14th of
October, and in New York on the 4th of No-
vember, and it was feared that the dismissal
of so popular a General would affsct them
disastrously for the Administration !

The truth is his removal was contemplated
before he left the Peninsula, and that it was
only as a matter of necessity that he was
allowed to command duaring the Maryland
campsaign. Conclusive proof of this assertion'
is found in the testimony ef Gen. Burnside, a
witness the Lincolnites cannot impeach, given
before the committee of Congress, from which

. the following passages are extracts, viz:

‘

¢After getting over my surprise, the shock,

| &3.,”” [on receiving the order to take com-

- mand of the army,] ‘‘Itold Gen. Bucking-

"ham * * that I did not want the com:

mand ; that it had been offered to me twice
before, and I did not feel that I could take it.
.® * T told them '’ [his staff cffizers in con-
sultation] ‘¢ that I was not competent to com-
mand sach a large army aa this. I had said
‘%'0 same thing over and over again to the
esident and Secretary of War, and also that

2

if matters could be satisfactorily arranged

with Gen, McClellan, I thought he conld com-
mand the Army of the Potomac better than
any other Generalin it, * %

‘“There had been some conversation in
regard to the removal of Gen. McClgllan when
he was bringing away his army from before
Richmond. Tae first of these conversations
with the President and Secretary of War
occurred at that time. And then, after Gen.
McClellan got back to Washington, and be-
fore the commencement of the Maryland cam-
paign, there was another conversation of the
same kind ; and on both of those occasions I
expressed to the President the opinion that
there was not any one who could do as much
with that army as Gen. McClellan counld.”?

This testimony establishes the following
facts, viz:

1. That having forced Gen. Mcflellan to
withdraw from Richmond, by depriving him
of McDowell’s corps, the anthorities at Wash-
ington af that time offared the command of the
army to Gen. Burnside. _

2. That they did not intend that General
MeClellan shonld command the army in the
Maryland campaign, and that he was allowed
to command only because Gen. Burnside declined
that responsible position,

3. That they finally gave a peremptory
order to Gen. Burnside to take command of
the army after he had “‘told them over and
over again’® that he was not competent to
command so large an army, and that Gen.
MocClellan could do more with it than any other

man.

4. And finally, that from a perioll in the
peninsula campaign to General McClellan’s
dismisszal in November, 1862, it was the steady
purpose of the controlling anthorities at
Washington, to drive him out of the military
service, no matter what disasters it wight entail
upon the army or the country.

Such a malignant and persistent persecu-
tion of an able, honest, brave and patriotic
citizen scldier, for no other crime than in-
ficxible devotion to the Constitntion and the
Union, has few if any precedents in history,
and finds its parallels in works of fiction.
What would have been the fate of the malignants
at Washington and of the city itself, had DBurn-
side accepted the command of the army in the
Maryland campaign, and anticipated at Antietam
the disaster at Fredericksburg?

Had Gen. McClellan been a Czsar or Na-
poleon, he might have led his devoted army
to Washington and avenged himself upon his
implacable enomies, who in their injustice to
him, were sacrificing the army and the coan-
try ; but like the faithful soldier and true pa-
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triot, he submitted Without & murmur to the
decision of those who had a law(ul right to con-
trol him, impressed npon his officers their
duty to be true to his .successor and their
country, and graoe!‘nlly retired to private
life.

His enemies signalizad their apprehensions
of the effacts which the causeless and wicked
dismissal of their beloved General might have
on the army, by an order announcinz thas no
resignations of officers would be accepted,
bat that all who tendered them should be dis.
missed in disgrace !

In another Iletter, we proposa to trace
out briefly the consequences which followed
from Gen. McClellan’s dismissel.

Axos KeNDALL
Beptember 28, 1864.

IETTER XVI1L

EFFECT3 OF M'CLELLAN’S DISMISSAL—BURNEIDE’S
PLAN—GENERAL HALLECK18 VERACITY AND RE
BEPONEIBILITY—GENERAL WODDBURY.S TESTI-

" MOKY—THE SLAUGHTER AT FREDERICKSEURG—
ABRAHAM LINCOLN RESPONSIBLE-—HOOKER IN
COMMAND—THE ESLAUGHTER AT CHANCELLOR
VILLE—AT GETTYSBURG AND IN GRANT’'S CAM
PAIGN—ABRAHAM LINCOLN RESPONSIBLE FOR
ALL—YET ASKS TO BE RE-ELECTED.

To all Just and Patriotic men :

We have already seen in the second disas-
ter at Bull Run, the invasion of Maryland, the
bloody sbattles at Crampton’s Gap, South
Mountein and Antietam, the sad consequences
of President Lincoln’s policy in failing to sup-
port General McClellan before Richmond, and
withdrawing his army from the Peninsnla.
The melancholy duty now devolves upon us
of developing the further disastrous conse-
quences which followed his dismigsal from
the command.

Its first effect was to stop the march of the
army, save the enemy from immediate attack
and give time to concentrate and prepare.
The complaint against McClellan was, that he
did not move and attack the enemy ; yet when
he did move and was in the aet of attacking
the enemy, the President stopped the move
ment and saved the enemy from attack, as be
bad before saved Richmond from captura.

The army was nocw obliged to remain in
active until its new commander could make
himeelf acquainted with its positions and de-
tails, and digest his plans for the future cam-
paign.

McClellan’s plan was, to attack the porj.ion

it before it conld be reinforced, and them
march down to the Fredericksburg and Rich.
mond Railroad, make Aquia Creek his base
of supplies and advance by that line upon
Richmond. Baroside in effset adopted the
same plan, with the excsption of the imme-
¢iate attack upon the enemy Ilis plan was,
to march down at once to Falmouth opposite,
to Fredericksburg, cross the Rappahannoek, .
and advance apon Richmond along the route
of the railroad. This plan was acquiesced in

by General Hallock and approved by the Pre-

sident. Its success depended on the rapidity

of the movement and the means of promptly

crossing the river at Frederickiburg Th>

army marched rapidly down to Falmonth;

but when they reached that point, they found

no means of crossing and were obliged to re-

main idle in their encampments until the

rebels had time to concentrate their forces on

the opposite side of the river and fortify the

heights back of Fredericksburg. Here was a

fatal blander, and the question is, who is re-

sponsible for it?

The evidence before the Committee of Con-
gress establishes the following facts:

Most of the pontoon bridges relied npon for
crossing, were at Berlin and Harper’s Ferry, L
where McClellan crossed upon the opening of
the campaign.

On the 11th or 12th of Nivember, Gen.
Halleck in company with Gen. Meigs and
Gen. Haupt, met Gen. Burnside at Warren-
ton to comfer with him in relation to the
fature campaign. Burnside there disclosed
to Gen. Halleck his plans, which the latter
sanctioned, subject to the approval of the
President. The pontoons were an essential
portion of the arrangement, and Gen. Burn-
side understood, as he afterwards statsd, that
Gen. Halleck and his sabordinates at Wash.
#ington, were to have them at Falmouth as soon
as the army could reach that place. They
did not arrive, however, until the 24th or 25th
day of November, seven or eight days after
the arrival of the advance.

Gten. Halleck endeavored to exonerate h:h‘n-‘
self for this delay before the Committee of
Congress by alleging that Gen. Wooabary,
who had charge of that branch of the service,

allegation is rebutted by the following order
addressed to Gen. Woodbury while the Ganﬂ- .
rals were still in conference :

¢ WargeNToN, Nov. 12, 7.10 p. m.—*¢Ca
|upon the chief quartermaster, Col. Rucker,

was under Gen. Barnside’s command. This

i

-:'-‘..r'ﬁ

of the rebel army directly in his front, defeat | transport all your pontooms and bri

e 4\(.



- Aguia Creek.

!
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terials to Agnia Creek. Col. Belger has been

. .ordered to charter and send one hundred

barges to Aluxandria.
(signed) H. W. HA:.LEcx,
General in-Chief.”’
Gen. Msigs in his testimony gives the fol

lowiog history of this order:

* # % % ] remember that I wrots in

pencil anh order to Gen. Woodbury to call on

- the Quartermaster at Washington fer trans.
' _port.at.mn for his pontoons to Aquia Creek,

% % T banded this 'order to Gen. Halleck
sanng, Gen. Woodbury is an engineer; heis

. under your orders, not vnder mine; and it is

not proper, 1h9rcfore, for me to sign this
order. . If ycn thick it right, I advise you to
gign it. H» signed and it was sent off to the
telegraph cffice.”’

On the 231 of November, Gen. Halleck
telegraphed to Gen. Burnside as follows :

¢ You are awara that 1 telegraphed from
yoarquarters in Warrenton to Gen. Wood-
bury to send the pontoon trains to Aquia
Creck. Immadiately on my return, I saw
him myself to urge them forward. He left for
Aquia Creek with his brigade to report to
you; heis there under your command. If
there has baen any unnacessary delay, call
bhim to account. There has been no delay at
these heaCquarters in ordering as you re:
quested.’’

This evidence is certainly conclusive, that
Gen. Woodbury was under Gen. Hulleck’s
orders until be reported to Gen. Burnside at
Yet Gen. Halleck testified
before the committes of Congress that Gen.
Woodbury, together with all the officers and
their troops in and about Washingtcn, was
under the orders of Gan. Burnside!

After all, however, thers coes mot appear
to have been any unnecessary delay in for-
warding the pomntoons. The responsibility
lies in another direetion. It was in suffering

the army to move béfore it was possible for the

. pontoons to meet it at Falmouth, Whose fault
3

was that? It gcems to have been taken for

- granted in the confsrence at Warrenton that
. the pontoons could be gotten to Falmouth as

- Boon as the army could get there. Gen. Hal-
leck states that on his return to Washington
he saw Gen. Woodbury, with the view of

*_. T :‘Qan, ‘Woodbury testified as -follows before
 the committee of Congress. When the order
tﬁm 12th November was received, he says:

“;M that time there ware only twelve ser-

iceable pontoons in Washington, all the

‘others being in bridges at Harper's Ferry

1 Berlin, aboat six muas below Harper’s
11

R o St e

o “Gon. Hsfleck’a order to me of the 13th
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[received the 13th, dated 7 10 P. M. the 12 1]
made it apparent that the army was prep.ring
to march to Frederickaburg. As to tbe time
when the movement would be made, I never
received any information. Fearing, however,
that the movement would be precipi a‘e, I
went to Gen. Halleck’s office, and urged him to
delay the movement some Sive da»;s', in order that
the necessary preparations might be made to insure
success. 'To this he replied, that ke would do
nothing to delay for an instant the advance of the
army upon Richmond. I rejoined that my sug-
gestion was not intended to cause delay, but
rather to prevent it.”’

Gen. Halleck must have learnt in his con-
versations with Mr. Woodbury, if he did not
know it before, that most of the pontoous
were at Harper’s Ferry and Borlin, and that
it was impossible for them to be conveyed to
Falmouth in time to meet the army. It is
astounding that a general who Lad the tri-
umph of the Union arms at heart should not
without the suggestions of a sunbordinate,
have taken care so to regnlate the movemers
of the army, as well as the pontoons (haviag
absolute control of both) that they shomnld
meet at Falmouth. His answer to Gen. Woed-
bury, when reminded of the danger, cthows a
most surprising recklessness, and justifles the
country in holding him pnmanly responsibie
for the consequences.

A portion of the army reached Falmouth
on the 17th of November. . The pontoons ar-
rived on the 24:h and 25th. Thus were the
rebels allowed over a week to conceutrate
and fortify on the heights back of Fredericks-
burg. On the 11lth day of Deacember tha
army crossed the Rappahannock, and on the
13th attacked the rebels, and the consequence
was a bloody repulsein which over ten thousand
brave men of the army of the Potomac were
killed er wounded.

Who is responsible for the lives lost and
the wounds inflicted on this bloody day ! We
answer, Abrakam Lincoln, a candidate for the
Presidency, who took from the army & com-
petent commander in the person of George
B. McClellan and gave it to an iseompetent
one in the person of A. E. Burnside, and
retanined in the service ' a Generzl-in-Chief
whose criminal negligence prepared the way
for the disaster.

What next? Gen. Barnside soon proved
himself wholly incompetent to gain the con-
fidence or insure the subordination of tre
cfficers of the army under his command. Te
such a pitch were their attempts, open end
secret, to thwart his plan, carried, that he
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made out an order dismissing or suspeanding
about twenty of them from the service, and
at the head of the list was General Hooker!
Genoeral Burnside waited on the President and
presented this order and his resignation, in
sisting that he should approve the one or ac-
cept the other. The President did neither,
but relieved Burnside from the command and
put Hooker in his place. Yes, the President,
instead of dismissing Hooker, the very head
man on Barnside’s mutinons list, rewards
him with the command of the army !

Now if Hocker was guilty of Burnside’s
charges, ke was palpably unfit for the command,
and if Burnside’s charges wero false, ke ought
to have been dismissed for making them. Yet these
two Generels have been pets of the Administra
tion ever sincel

What next? Ilooker led the army across
the Rappahannock, and at Chanecellorville
gomo ten thousand more of brave Northern
men are laid low in death or with ghastly
wounds. Who was responsible for that ter-
rible disaster? Abraham Lincoln, who, in
substituting Hocker for Burnside, exchanged
an incompetent commander for one still more
incompetent.  Yet ke asks the people to re elect
him President!

What next? McClellan’s noble army which
he had led into Virginia full of confidence
and enthusiasm, was now so far weakened by
bad management and defeat, that the rebel
chiefs considered their Capital entirely safe
aud turned their faces towards the North.
They passed through Maryland and entered
Pecnsylvania. They were pursued by the
army of the Potomac under General Meade,
who had replaced Generzl Hocker. The
armies met at Gettysburg, and although the
Union army was victorious, the blood of
somefifteenthousandslaughteredand mangled
Northern men cried from the ground against
the administration whose injustice and wedk
and wicked policy had produced the rebel in-
vasion.

What next? Asat Antietam, the Union
army was not in a condition to follow up the
victory, and the rebels retreated into Vir-
ginia, followed leisurely by the army of the
Potomac. That army, after fighting three
terrible battles, marching hundreds of miles
and losing by sickness and battle more than
fifty thousand men, found itself in the fall of
1863, virtually in the position it occupied
when General McClellan was dismisged from
the command.

For this waste of life and time and mi
upon millions of public treasure, A
Lineoln i3 responsible; and yet he asks to bo i
re-elected President of the United Btates !

What next? The fourth year of the war
and also of Mr. Lincoln’s term of office, wa# .
at hand. He had by his savage policy nnited
the people of the South and driven them to
desperation, and at the same time divided
the North ; bat so far, had done nothing to-,
wards securing hisre-election. It was necessary
that something should be done in that direc-
tion, or the power which had been so ineffec-
taally and disastrously wielded, would depart
from the house of Abraham in the next elec-
tion. - Gemeral Grant was, therefore, called
from the West, made General in Chief and
clothed with all the military power of the
(Government with especial reference to the
capture of Richmond. He fights the battles
of the Wilderness, of Spottsylvania Court
House, is repulsed before Richmond withount
getting as near to the city as McClellan did in
1862, and finally makes James river his base,
as McClellan did, and when reinforced attacked
Petersburg as McClellan proposed to do. The
march of Grant has been attended by an
amount of slaughter of northern men unequalled
in modern war. MecClellan when at Harrison’s
Landing, asked but thirty, or ai most fity
thousand men, to enable him to take Rich-
mond. Grant, after losing nearly as many men
as there were in McClellan’s whole army and
having received sixty to seventy thoumsand in
reinforcements, recently acked for a hundred
thousand more to enable him to take Rickmond!

And who is responsible for this awful loas
of Northern lives? Abraham Lincoln who
saved Richmond from capture by withdrawing
McDowell’s corps in 1862, removed Mr.
McClellan from the command, entrusted the
army to incompetent hands, and reduced the
Southern people to desperation, fighting now,
not so much for independence as for their
property and their rights as men.

And notwithstanding this awful sacrifice of
Northern lives by gross if not wilfal mis-
management, Abraham Lincoln asks the people

to re elect him President of the United States!
Will they elect him? Or will they prefer the
able General, the true patriot and inflexible
friend of the Union and the Constitution,
who saved Washington from capture in 1862,
and would long since have suppressed the
rebellion and put an end to this awfal ‘blt)l:t:lh
shed, if he had been permitted.

Awos KEDALL,

October 4, 1864, R g
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LETTER XIX.

M’CLELLAN AND THE PLATFORM FOR THE UNION
AT EVERY HAZAED—AN ACT OF GOD OMNLY CAN
MAKE PENDLETON PRESIDEST—A CHUICE OF
EVILS — TEE LINCOLN AXD M'CLELLAN POLITICAL

" BYCCK— LINCOLN & CO. THE BIG BROKER3—THE
WAR FO)R THE UNION MADE A WAR FUR PARTY

- POWEBR—THE ACCOUNT STATED—LOSS CF TER

. RITORY—REBELLION NOT S0 NEAR SUPPRESSION
AS IN 1862 —CORRUPT BARGAINING —ATTEMPT
TO BOY OFF M CLELLAN—DEPO:ITION (F THE
BLAIRS—THE MOTIVE—THEIR C.URSE AND
MOTIVE— COURSE AND MOTIVES (F CHAEE
WADE, AND WINTER DAVIS—THE GREATE:ST
DANGER OF THE UNION FROM LINCOLN & CO.

To all just and patriotic men :

The Lincolaites have but ihree sounrces of
hope for success in the approaching Presiden-
tial election. One is an attempt to meke the
people believe that Gen. McClellan, if elected,
will gaerifice the Union for the sake of pezce.
Another is, that a disgusted and indignant
people may be reconciled to them by military
victories, now and hereafter to be achieved.
The third is corrupt bargaining. Let us ex-
amine these three grounds of hope on their
part.

M’CLELLAN AND THE PLATFORM.

That Gen. McClellan is sincere and truth-
ful, no intelligent’ man can honestly doubt.
From the outbreak of the rebellion to the
present day, in_various forms, and finally in
his letter of acceptance, he has uniformly
declared that the Union must be preserved at
EVERY HAZAED. DBut the Chicago platform, it
is said, is a peace and disunion platform. To
maks that ont, they tear out the first plank,
which proclaims unswerving devotion to the
Union, and hack, and twist, and warp the
gecond, which favors an armistice and national
convention, 50 as to make it seem what it is
not.

Taken together the united planks clearly
mean, peacz with Union and not peace with
geparation. Thus General McClellan reads
it. No man is fool enough to believe, that
there can be an armistice or National Con-
vention without the concurrence of both par-
ties. There cannot be peace on one side and
war on the other. An armistice as wellas &
treaty, must depend on mutual assent to cer-
tain conditions. Upon the principles of the
Chicago Platform and General MecClellan’s
acceptance, we must have an indication that
the rebels are willing to return to their allegi-
ance as an indispensable condition of any ar-
mistice, And if an armistice and peace can be
n hld on such terms, who but a mad fanatic or

‘our country’s God.

ferocious savage who delights in human
butchery, will object to it.

Bat Mr. Pendleton is represented to be in
favor of peace with geparation. He has his
peculiar notions ; but no man more ardently
desires peace with Union than he does. Bat
nobody is asked or expected to vote for Mr.
Pendleton as President. Hais a candidate for
Vice President, or President of the Sanate
an cffice totally destitute of civil or military
power. No act of tha people can make him
President within his term of four years; he
can only reach that dignity by the act of God.
And if God, either in mercy or in anger,
shull remove Gen. McClellan and make Mr.
Pendleton President, ought not such Aumble
worshippers as the Beechers, the Cheevers,
and the thousands of New England clergymen
who now claim to know and proclaim His
will, to be satisfied, that, on the whole, it is
best for them and their country that Mr-
Pendleton should be President? To rid the
country of the Lincoln tyranny and open the
door to peace and Union on the bagis of the
Constitution, we, at least, though like McClel-
lan, in favor of mainiaining the Union at all
hazards, are willing to support the Chicago
nominations and leave future dispositions to
Bat, it is said, the peace
men, the sympathizers, the copperheads, will
all vote for McClellan, and if he be not one of
them, this is very ‘‘mysterious’’—vERy!
These wise ones seem mever to have heard of
such a thing as ‘‘a choice of evils.,”” Can
they tell us on what principle it is, that Gree-
ley, and Garrison and Beecher, and all the
ultra abolition leaders who have denounced
Lincoln ag a faithless imbecile, now support
him? Can they tell us why Ben Wade and
Winter Davis, who published charges against
him deserving of ¥mpeachment, now propose
to reward him by re.election? When men
who have charged Gen. McClellan with sach
crimes, turn out upon the stump to advocate
his election, we shall think there is really
something ‘‘ mysterious’ in it—something
more than ‘“a choice of evils’’—some cor-
rupt bargein that they shall be paid for it—or
some equally corrupt understanding, that the
man they serve shall exclude from public em-
ployment some of his own political friends—
such as the Blairs for instancel

LINCOLN’S MILITARY CAPITAL.

The Lincolnites now and then taunt the
Democrats with the sssertion that the McClel-
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lan political stock riges as the country sinks,
and sinks as the country rises; in othzr words,
that the defeat of the Union armies increases
McClellan’s prospect of election aud their vie-
tories diminish it—what then? Who control
the elements which operate upom this stock
market? Not, surely, McClellan and his friends.
The big brokers in this market are Abrakam
Lincoln & Co., who, in the absolute control of
the army and navy, have the means of tossing
up their own stock by vietory or pulling it
down by defeat.

They represent both the Balls and the Bears.
If any one wishes to know the means by
which they are mow operating to raise the
Lincoln stock, let him read the Stanton Dix
bulletins, concealing or glossing over disas-
ters and magnifying insignificant affairs into
important victories. But does it become the
modest mouths of the Lincolnites when they
manage affairs so badly as to depress their
own stock, to complain because an outsider
chances to profit by it, when he cannct help
it if he would? The military campaigns of
this year have unquestionably been planned
more with a view of saving the party in pow-
er than of saving the Union. Lat us bricfly
review them:

An army was sent into Flerida for the no-
torious purpose of organizing a sham State
government, and securing three votes for
Abrabam Lincoln’s re-election. They were
ghamefully defeated and driven back in dis-
grace. Put that to the Lincoln account,

A sham State government was gotten up in
thﬁt'portion of Louisiana, perhaps one-fifth,
keld by the federal forces, and an army was
sent to clear the western part of the state of
armed rebels, that several votes might, with
some show of decency, be cast for Abraham
Lincoln. That army was also defeated and
driven back. Putthat to the Lincoln account.

Arkanses was considered a conquered state,
a sham government was gotten up there also,
a federal force was there to sustain it, and
votes from that state were confidently expect-
ed for Lincoln’s re-clection. Bat the federal
force there has also been defeated, the state
over-run by the rebels, and nothing is left to
the government but a few isolated p:sts.
Put that to the Lincoln account.

Look at Missouri: That State was clear of
rebel forces in any organizsd bodies at the
commencement of the year. Nuw, about one
half of it is over-run by rebel armiss, its capi-
tal iz threatened, and St. Louis itself is in

dapger of attack, Put that to the Lincoln ac-
count. Vi

A considerable portion of Texas, on the
Rio Grande, had been occupied by the Union
forces, and the rebel commerce through Mexico
cut off. The State has now been entirely aban-
doned with the exception of an insignificent
garrison at Point Isabel. Put that to the Lin-
coln. account. _ ;

The destruclion of hundreds of merchant
vessels by rebel privateers, the failore at
Charleston, the raid upon Maryland and the
defences of Washington, and the burning of
Chambersburg. ~ Put them all to the Linceln
account.

The killing and maiming in battle and by
sicknegs of ahundred thounsand Northern men-
in the hitberto ineffectual ‘atiempt to take
Richmond, which Mr. Lincoln saved from
capture in 1862 and the call for a3 humdred
thousand more—write that down in LEITERS
OF BLOOD.

And what bas Lincoln to set off against this
catalogue of losses and disasters?

Sherman’s brilliant campaign, a miracle of
able management on his parf, the results of
which, whether good or evil, depend on his
ability to maintain his communications over
a land line of five hundred miles, beset by
guerrillas. The captare by Farragut of a
few rebel craft and the forts at the mouth of
Mobile—a brilliant exploit, but little cendu-
cive to the suppression of the rebellion. The
sinking of the pirate Alabama. Eheridan’s
victories in the valley .of the Shenandoah,
ably planned and bravely won. And these
wicd falls of snccess in the midst of general
disaster, have been echoed and re-echoed by
hundreds of cannon with their hundred rounds
and partisan r¢joicing, not so much because
they portended the suppression of the rebel-
kion, as BECAUSE THEY WERR SUPPOSED TO AID
IN MR. LISCOLN’S Rg& kL:crioN. And what the
country has nowto fear is, the slaughter of tens
of thousands of its brave soldiersin desperate
enterprises undertaken for the mere purpose
of meking capital for Lincoln’s re-election.
Territorially, what has the Administration
gained and lost in this year’s ecampaign ?

They bave gained in Georgia and Virginia
onlyse much as can be gnarded by the cavalry
and pretected by the guns of Sherman, Grant
and Sheridan. They have gained nothing in
Florida or Lonisiana. They have lost what

‘they held of Texas, nearly the whole of Arkan-

sas, and a large portion of Missouri. They
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kave lost in territory more than twenty tunca [7f he turned his bauc on the proposals of the peucc

a8 much es they have gsmed Bat the Ad-
ministration is not to be judged by this year's
' campaign alone. We have had almost four
"years of war. Of men and money, the Ad-
. ministration bhas had all it asked for. Where
" are the two million of wen they have called
~ into the field? What have they done with
- the two thousand million of dollars they have
vexpended ? Is the rebellion as near suppres-
sion now as it apparently was when Lincoln
saved Richmond from capture in 18627

COBRRUPTION.

The third ground of hope for Mr. Lineoln’s
re-election consists in corrupt bargaining for
the purpose of buying off opposition as well as
of purchasing support. This game has even
been attempted upon General McClellan. Some
weeks ago, a correspondert of a Néw York
paper in this city, gave a detailed statement
of an offer made to that General of an impor-
tant command in the army on condition that
he wouid not allow his name t6 be used as a
candidate for the Presidemoy. Though de-
tails were given ag well as the name of the
agent, the statement did not make much im-
pression because there was noevidence identi-
fying the President -with the trangaction.
Such evidence has now come to light. In a
publication recently made by General Naglee,

_of Pennsylvania; he makes the following state-
.ment in relation to General M¢Clsllan : —-
/%€ 8o far as the objections to his military
qualifications are concerned we have only to
remind youn that within the last sixty days a
copfidential friend of the President was sent
to offar him one of the most important eom-
mands of the army. But this proposition was
coupled with the most dishonorable condition
that he sbould decline to be a candidate for
the Presidency. General McClellan restrained
“his iadignation, and replied to the bearer of
- the message, ‘Go back to. Washington, and
~say to the President for me, that when I re-
ceive my cofficial written orders he ghall have
I» my answer.””’
- But the conclusive evidence fixing the re-
. sponsibility directly upon the President, is
- found in a declaration of the late Postmaster
General, Hon. Montgomery Blair, made while
. recently delivering a speech in New York.
In speaking of General McClellan, he wused
these werds:
* One, whom to the last, I believed to be
' true to the canse in which his country was
. embarked, and I may add, whom the President

"sidd to be patﬂouc and had concerted with Gen.
Grant to bring again into the field as his adjunct
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Junto at Chicago.”

There then was a dircet attempt to buy off
the Democratic ecandidats by offiring him a
high command in the army, involviog an ad-
mission thatthe pretexts upon which he was
dismiesed were without foundation, and that
all tbe imputdtions upon General McClellan's
ability and loyalty are wilfully and atrociounsly
false. There is no escape frem this conclu-
sion upon any other hypothesis, unless it be
that Mr. Lineoln, knowing General McClellan’s
incapecity and disloyalty, was still willing for
political ends, to entrusthim with a high com-
mdnd in the Union army. Take which horn

'of the dilemma you please, ye parasites of

power and revilers of McClellan, Your ne-
gro Moses either considers‘all your imputa-
tions upon that able and pure mean, libelous
and false, or, to aid him in retainiog power,
he is willing to place a traitorous imbecile in
command of our armies. Itis amezing that
Mr. Lincoln should dare to make such a pro-
position to such a man as General McClellan.
It proves only the dopth of his own depravity
and is suggestive of the means by which some
of his worst. enemies have become his most
zealous supporters.

The two Blairs, Postmaster General and Bri-

gadier General, have recently been displaced

from public station of profit and honor.
Simultaneously Chase, Winter Davis, Den
Wade and all that cl?ss of radicals who had
abused Lincoln for manifold usurpations and
derelictions of duty, and hated the Blairs be-
cause there was a glow-worm’s show of con-
servatism in them, took the ficld for Lincoln !
What was the inducement ? Did they bargain
their support on the condition that he should part
with his friends, the Blairs? Is that the
““relief’’ meant by the Presidentwhen he
asked the late Postmaster General to resign?
It looks like it. ~And why do the Blairs, after
being told their public services are no longer
wanted, still cling to Lincoln’s skirts and
render him personal and political service? Is
there a bargain, that after the election they
shall be re-instated or rewarded by foreign
missions, or other high stations at home ?

Let those who can, account on other princi-
ples for these anomalouns combinations !

A PROPHETIC WARKING.

Our federal Union is in more danger this
day from Abraham Lincoln and the unprinci-
pled and fanatical faction to whom he has sar-
rendered himself, soul and body, than from
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all other eauses combinel.  Chase, Greeley
and their co-laborers were originally in favor
of giving up the Union without an effort to
maintain it by force. ~After the war had last-
ed about two years, Mr. Greeley declared in
the New York Tribune, that if it could not be
finished in three months more of earnest
fighting, “‘let ms bow to our destiny and
make the best attainable peace.”’

Many other declarations of similar import
were made by him in the winter of 1862-
1863. The war was not finished within three
months, and is still raging at the end of sev-
enteen months, with no prospect of its speedy
close, There cannot be a doubt that, not-
withstanding the ferocious nnionism of Gree-
ley and men of his stamp, they are this day
in their hearts in favor of ‘‘the best attainable
peace ’—peace with disunion. Their ““uncon-
ditional unionism ’” i3 & mask to enable them

to retain power, and when they have su
they will cast it off and openly join the tmdm
to break up the Union, now and forever. !

Mr., Lincoln has shown himseif to be a
mere tool in their hands, and hereafter wm
be more subservient than ever, being de-
pendent on them for his re-eleection. Of these
hypocrites who adopt the negro garb, that
under it3 cover they may stab their coantry,
will Mr. Lincoln’s eabinet and his advisers ba
composed, and then will their secret purpose
stand confessed before a betrayed people and
an astonished world. It is the solemn con-
viction of the writer of these articles that the
Union, the Constitution, and republican gov-
ernment, in our distracted gountry, can be
preserved only by the election to the Presi-
dency of George B. McClellan.

Awmos KENDALL.
October 8th, 1864.
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"POSTSCRIPT.

——

Let those who think the war near its close
read the following, and ponder on the savage
order of General Grant:

A letter from the valley to the New York
Herald says :

~ On Thursday, September 29th, General
Custer’s and Merritt’s divisions were sent up
the wvalley to destroy, according to the fol-
lowing order:

¢ Headgquarters, §c.—Do all the damage you
can to the railroads 2zd crops. Carry off
stock of all descriptions and negroes, 0 as to
prevent farther planting. If the war is to
last another year, let the Shenandoah valley
remain a barren waste. U. 8. GrANT.”
REMARKS,
If Gen. Grant believed the war mnear its
ologe, or even did he expect goon to take
" Richmond, he would not have issned such an
order. In that event, the rebel army, if not
destroyed, must abandon Virgiria, and there
would be no motive for making the Shenan-
doah Valley ‘‘a barren waste.”

order, therefore, is conclusive that Gen. Grant
does not expect a speedy termination of the
war, even in Virginia. :

But what shall we say of thia mode of war-
fare? The writer who ccmmunicates this
order says, that on the 29tbh ult., they de-
stroyed ‘‘enough wheat to subsist the whole
rebel army for a year to come, besides collect-
ing fifteen hundred head of cattle and about
three thousand sheep,’’ and he adds that “‘on
Friday the 30th, the destruction and collee-
tion operations were continued.!’ This was
not public property, but the property of far-
mers and others living in the Valley, consti-
tuting the means of subsistence for the old
men, women and children during the coming
winter. Does General Grant think the yonng
men can be more easily conquered hy starv-
ing their families ? .

But we forbear: ¢ Sympathy’’ even for
helpless and starving women and children may

Such un ! be counted a crime in this Christian land.
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