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ISTRICT OF VERMON &
* (vr.s.) De it remembered, #h
y-ﬁfth day of Jahuarxg; the forty-second
year of the Independence of the United States
of America, HORACE STEELE, of the
said District, hath deposited in this effice, the
title of a Book, the right whereof, he elaims as
Proprietor, in the words following, fo it -
“The Indian Captive ; or a navrative of the
capti"ity and sufferings of Zadoek Steele. Re-
lated by himself. "T'o which is prefixed, an ac-
count of the burning of Reyalton. Hath this
been in your days, or even in the days of your
fathers? 'Tell ye your children of it, and let
your children tell their ¢ hildren, and their chil-

dren, another generation.—Jozrrn.”

in conformity to the act of Congress of the
United %tauea. entitled, ¢ An act for the en-

_ceuragement of lear nmo by securing the cop-

ies of Mapc Charts, and Books to the authors

and preprietors of curh copies, durmn' the
times therein mentioned.” "

JESSE GOVE, g Clore of the Bis-

trict of | Vermont.
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. ADVERTISEMENT.

The™ ‘Ltﬂmr'of this work, neither seeks,
nor expects praise. "o preserve in memory
the suj;ennl_va of our fathers, is the princi-
pal object of its publication. As no paiticu-
lar account of the burning of Royalton, hod
ever before been publzsked it was thought ad-
visable that it should be prefixed to the % Nar-
rative,” which was about to be printed.

Tne g‘meat confusion which prevailed on /
that dreadful day; the long lapse of e
since the event; the dz,baclmntages resulting
Jrom the frailty of human recollection, and the
writer’s inewperience, is the only apoloq he
offers for the imperfections of the work.

For the information respecting this tragic-
al scene, he s indebted to the goodnebs of
Gmeml Stevens, Colorel Edson, and others,
who were eye-witnesses,






BURNING OF ROYALTON

AS an union of intere
the bonds of affection; sd

extreme sufferings will never fiil o produce

a mutual senslblhty. Prompted

ous glow of filial love and a[fectmn, We gen— :

erally take delight in surveying whatever gave
cur forefathers joy; and are ready fo drop a
sympathetic tear, when we review the suller-
ings which they h*we undergone. But, con-
trary to the laws of oymp'lfhy, and justice,
the attention of the public is c¢fien engrosse:d
with accounts of the more dreadivl conflagra-
tions of populous cities in foreign conn ‘frlm., or
the defeat of armies in the fisld of carnage ;
waiile the destruclion of small frontier Utit,r
ments, by the Indian tribes, in our own coun-
try, 1s, at the same time, little known, if not

entirely forgotten. Thus, the miseries of eur

neighbors and friends around us, whoss bifter

cries have been heard in our sireets, are oo

often suffered to pass unnoticed dovn the cur-
rent of time into the tomb of obhvmn.

"~ 'The burning of  Royalton was an event
most Inauspicicus and. dlstrems’lw to. tlie first
settlers of that town. Nor is it a httle’ sipanze,
that, among tlie numerous a,uthﬁ;‘s, W‘ o he:
recorded the eveats of the Aln,ﬁucaig
uon, some ef them have not - slace: i

. t""e. th.HE. SRS
Laboring under all the dlfﬂCUhleS"flj“-‘ ’
A2 g
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s.«.ips to which our infant settlements were gen-
erally subject ; a__._nd striving by persevering
industry to sear above every obstacle, which
might present itself to obstruet their progress
‘they had filled their barns with the fruits of
the land; their store-houses were crowded
~with the comforts of life, and all nature seem-
ed to wear a propitious smile., All arsund
them promised prosperity. 'They were far
removed from the nolse of war, and, though
conscious of their danger, fondly hoped they
should escape the ravages of a savage foe.

Hoyalton was chartered in the year 1779,
A cousiderable settlement. however, had ta-
ken place previous to that time ; and the town
was in a thriving condition. ILarge stocks cof
catile, which would confer honor upon the en-
terprice «f farmers in old countries, were
here seen grazing in their fields.

United Ly ecmmon interests living on terms
of foicnd -hip, and manifesting that- each one
in a goud degree < loved his netghbor as him-
self,”” harmony prevailed in their borders ; so-
(*‘Lﬂ happiness was .5pie:¢:,:l around their flve-
sides 3 and plenty crowned their labers, Iui,

alas! the dreadful reverse remains to be told'
W hile joys possessed, were turned to sor-
rows, thelr Aopes for joys tc come, were blast-
ed. And as the former strongly nnrknd ithe
evievons coatrast between a state of prosperi-
and affliction ; the latter ouly showed the fal-
Jacy of promising curselves the jfufure

Gu_me worning of the 16th of October s A

.a e

. .
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D. 1780—"before the dawn of day, the inhabi-
tants of this town were surprised by the ap-
proach of zbout three hundred Indians, of va-
rious tribes.. "LThey were led by the Caghnewa-
ga tribe, and had left Canada, intending to
destroy Newbury, a town in the eastern part
of Vermont, on Cennectieut River. A Brit-
ish Lieutenant by the name of Horton, -was
their chief commander, and one LeMott, a
Frenchman, was his second. 'Their pilot or
leader, was a despicable villain, by the name
of Hamilien, who had been made prisener, by
the Americans at the taking of Burgovn, in
1777. Hé had been at Newbury and IRoyal-
ton the preceding summer, on parsie of hon-
or, left the latter place with <-7eral others un-
der pretence of going to survey lands in the
northern part of this Stale, and went directly
to the enemy. He was doubtless the first in-
stigator of those awfil depredations which
were d#he bitter fruits of this expedition, and
ought to stamp his name with infamy aud dis-
grace, .
On dheir way thither, ’tis said, they came
across several men from Newbury, who were
engaged 1n hunting, near the place where
Montpelier Village now slands, and made
them proners. "They made known their ob-
jeet to these hunters, and enguired of them
whether an armed force was stationed at New-
bary. Knowing the defenceless state of that .
towi, and hoping they should be able to in-

-

<uce the Indians to relinquish their object and
' gias At gk }



3 BURNING OF : 5

veturn to Canada, they told them that such an
armed garrisen -was kept at Newbury, as
would render it extremely dangerous for them
to approach. 'Thus artfully dlssembhnw by
ambiguity of expresson, the true condltloﬂ of
itheir fellow townsmen, and like Rahab the
harlot, saved their fathei’s house from des-
truction.

Unwilling, however, that their expedition
should provc wholly frmtless. they turned
their course to Royalton. = :No arguments
Which the prisoners could addnce, were suffi-

ient to persuade them from that determina-
1!01} -
- Following up Oniml River as far as the
mouth of Stevens’ branch, which empties into

ihe river at DMontpelier, the Steereds~their

course through Barre, at that time called Wil-
dersburgh ; proceeded up Gaol branch., which
forms a pmt of Stevens’ branch, and travelled®
over the mountains, through Orangee and
¥Washington ; thence down the first branch of
W hite '%wer through Chelsea and Tunbridge
to Ruyafton. ¥ hev laid in their enc*xmpment
at Tunbiidge, not far distant from Royalten,
darm.g the Sabbath, the day preceding their
attack upon the latter place, for the purpose of
concerting measures, to carry into efigit their
atrecions and 1‘1‘1hnnmlt designs. Here' were
natured those diabotical seeds of depredation
and cruelty, from which sprang bitterness. sor-
row, and death !
As they entew'd the town hefore day hght

\ -l



ROYALTON. &

appeared, darkness covered their approach,.
and they were not discovered till WIonda,y
morning, at dawn of day, when they entered
the house of Mr. John Hutchinson, who resi-
ded not far from the line, separating Royalton
from Tanbridge. He was totally ignorant of
their a.p‘noa,c:ﬁ and whelly unsuspicious of
danger, till they burst the door upon him.
Here they took Mr. John Hutchinson, and
Abijah Hutchinson his brether, prisoners, and
plundered the house : crossed the first branch,
and went to the house of Mr. Robert Havens,
who lived at a small distance from Mr. Hutch-
inson’s. Mr. Havens had gone out into his
pasture in pursuit of his sheep; and having
ascended a hill about forty rods fl em his house,
hearing his neighbor Hutchinson’s doyg bark,,
halted and stood in pensive silence. Here he
1istened with deep anxiety to know the extent
of the evil he feared. But alas! he little ex-
pected to find a herd of savage men. It
was his ouly fear that some voracious animal
was among his sheep, which <o disturbed the
waftchfu: dog. While he listened in silencey
with his tbOll"'ht.a suspendcd he heard a noise,
as of sheep or catile runaing, with full peed,
through the water. Casting his’ eye to the
west, Fowards his own (lwellmo' he heheld - a
company of Indians, just entermg.; the door?
Beeing his own danger, he immediately laid
stown under a leg, and hid himself from their:
sight, Duat he could not hide sorrow from his

v,
} 5 /
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mind. Iere he wept! ‘Tears 'trickling dowws
his withered cheeks, bespoke the anguish of
his soul, while he thought upon the distress.ef
his family. - With groanings unutterable he
lay awhile ; heard the piercing shrieks of his. .
Leloved wife, and saw his sons cscaping for
their lives.

“. ' Bath’d in tears the hoary sage’
In sorrow lay couceal’d ; while death

in frizhtful ferm, stood thick around Lim,

¥With baw-bent readiness, and arrows dip'd

_in venom, promiseuons flyingy

Vigilence with his years had fled,

And hape was almost out of sight;

Safety quite gone, and far bez=nd his reach.

o .
Lades with the weight of years, decriped
__,__ﬂ,i‘ez,l_(l’ii;ﬁrm, he was sensible if ke appeared in

cight, it would prove his death. y¥ie therefore
resolved not to move until a favorable oppor-’
tanity presented.  His son, Daniel Havens,
and Thomas Pember, were in the house, and
made their appearance at the door, a little be-
fore the Indians came up. Beholding thiesfoe
but few rods distant, they run for their lives:
Paniel Havens made kis escape by throwing
himself over.a hedge fence, down the bank of
the branch, and crawling under a logs al-
though a large number of the Indians passed:
directly over it, in pursuit ef him. ¥ ho ean
tell the fears that agitated his bosom, while
these savage pursuers, stepped. upon the log /
under which he lay! And who can tell the




- By baagination we view the fair - supvivor; -
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joys he felt, when he saw them pass off, leay-
ing him in safety! A quick transition from
painful fear, and iminent danger, to joyful
peace and calm retirement. 'They pursued
"Thomas FPember, till they came so near as to
throw a spear at him, which pierced his body,
and put an end to his existence. IHe runsome
time, however, after he was wounded, till by
loss of blood, he fainted, fell, and was unable
io proceed farther. ‘The savage monsters canie
up, several times thrust a spear through his
bedy, took off his scalp, and left hi food
for worms ! While they were tearing hie

D
scalp frem his head, how did his dying groan

LEWS |

pierce the skies and call on Him, who holds
-the scales of justice. to mark their cruelty, and

avenge his blood ! -

He had spent the night previous, at the
house of Mr. Haveng, engaged in amorous
conversation with a daughter of Mr. Havens;
who was his choice ‘companien, the infended
partner of his life.

T ————

: What jealous ecares

©«¥ang an his parting soul to thivk his Iove
Expos'd to wild eppression and a herd
Of savage men >’ while himself lay
With his eyes uplifted, fainting, dooamd £ o
‘T'o wait, and feel the fatal blow. s

-

surounded by the savage tribe, whose fright-
Aud aspect threatened rmin 3 her soul o’erwhelm-

Foston:
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ed with fear, and stung with grief, bereft of
her dearest friend. Hear her exclaiming,

with sorrowiul accentq, in the language of th@
Poet :

“ You sacred mourners of a nobler mould,
Born for a friend whese dear embraces hold
Beyoand all natare’s fies; you that have known
"T'we happy souls made intimately one,

And felt the parting stroke ; ’tis you mast feel
The smart. the twinges, and the racks, I feel;

‘This «onl of mine, that dreadful weund has bsrne
Off from its side its dearest half is torn,

'Thg rest les bleeding, and but lives to mourn.”

They made the house of Mr. Havens their
rallying point, or post of observation, and sta-
tioned a part of their company there to guard
their baggzage, and make preparations for re-
treat, when they had completed their work of
destruction. - Like the messenger of death, si-
lent and merciless, they were scarcely seen
till felt. Or if seen, filled the mind with ter-
ror, nor often aficrded opportunity for escape.
Moving with violent steps, they proceeded |
down t'qe first branch to its mouth, while a’
number armed with spears, led the van, and
were followed by others, armed with muskets
and scalping knives. 'The former they called
runners, who were directed to kill all those
who shouald be overtaken in an attempt to es-
cape, while the latter were denominated gun-{

ners, took charge of the prisoners, and scalp {\
ed those who were kllled 2 )

. p { ‘l’. L
- v T K - e '* ."-‘-'. ‘



ROYALTON. 13

They had not proceeded far before a young
man by he name of Elias Button, being ignor-
ant of their approach, made his appearance 1in
the road, but a few rods from them. Kspying

his danger, he turned and ran with the great-

est posmble speed in his power, to escape theu‘
cruel hands. The savage tribe pursued him
with their usual aglhty s soon overtook the
trembling youth ; pierced his body with their
spears 3 took off his scalp, and left him welter-
Ing in I‘IS gore! Young, vigorous,and healthy,
and blest with the brlo'htest hopes of long hfe,
and good days; he was overtaken by themer-

ciless stroke of death, without having ‘a min-
utes warning. Innocence and bravery were no
shield, nor did activity secure him a safe re-
treat.

"That they might be enabled to fall upen the

inhabitants, unawares, and thereby secure a.

greater number of prizoners, as well as procure
a greater quantity of plunder, they kept pro-
found silence till they Lad arrlved at the mouth -
of the branch. :

After killing Pember and Button, and ta,kuw'
such plunder as most pieased their fa,n;cy, they
proceeded to the house of Joseph ¥ neeland,
who resided about half amile distant from the
house of Mr. Havens. Here ﬂwy found.

Ny

Messrs. Simeon Belknap, Giles Gibbs, - aud
Jonathan Brown, together  with J oselvﬁ*"
land and his aged father, all of whom
umde prisoners. They then went to iheh il

B

-
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A BURNING OF

ef Mr. Eisas Curtis, where they toock Mr. Cur-
tis, John Kent and Peter Mason. Mirs. Curtis
had just waked from the slumbers of the night,
and was about dressing herseif as she sat
upon her bed, when the savage monsters en-
tered the door, and one of them instantly flew
at her with a large knife in kis hand, and
seized her by the neck, apparently intending
to cut her throat. While in the very attitude
of inflicting the fatal wound, the murderous
wretch discovered a string of gold beads a-
round her neck, which attracted his attention
and prevented the dreadful stroke of death.
"Thus his avidity for gold allayed his thirst for
~buman blood. kisraging passions were sud-
denly cocled; curiosily resirained his ven-
s geance, and spared the -life of the frightened
object of his cruely. e had put the knife
to her throat, and eternity seemed open to her
view, but instead of taking her life, he only
took her beads, and left her rejoicing at ber
deliverance. "The barbarous looks of the wick-
“ed crew bespoke their malignant designs, and
caused horror and dismay to fill the minds of
all who beheld them. But alas! who cantell
what horror thrilled the bosom cof this trem-
bling woman ! What feaxful pargswere made
to pierce her soul! Behold the tawny wrelch,
with countenance wild, and awful grimaces, "
standing by her bed-side, holding her by the
thiroat, with one hand, %ndthe weapon of death
in the other! See, standing arcund her a crowd

-
- t“‘ .%



ROYALTON. 15

of brutal savages, the sons of violence; foul
tormentors. 1In vain do £ attempt to p'unt the

scene. INor will I pretend to describe the feel-
ings of a kind and tender mother, who, repo-
sing in the arms of sleep, with her infant at
her bosom, is roused from her slumbers by the

approach oi' a tribe of savage Indians, at her
Led-side.

¢« No dangers seen ; no fear fo raise a sigh ;

No dangers fear’d ; and vet was ruin mo-h

ark was the mgut ard searee a tremb !mw breze

YWas heard to wmsp er thro’ the neigh bnrmw tirces,

When to sieep’s arms the Eouse I,n’d was withdraw®

To rest in safety till the morrow’s dawn:

'The morrew dawns and blu<hes at the sight

(if bloody seenes, that shun detecting light;

Urg’d by a nameless thirst fur human prey.

A savage band approach’d where beauty lay :

Where innscen=». and vouth. and age :eum’d

In sleep, refreshine as the sonthern wind.

'The sire. thongh bending with a load of years,

"To save his daug ter-—-evely danger dares ;

By some reugh b aml this aneient hereo dlﬁﬁ-—-—o_

The tremb'nw mother for ker hushand sizhsg

Sizls ard entreats to spare her infant’s life. *

Her sizhs they hear. and spare him—with the knife

Pleas’d with the eharm of beauty drench’d in tea s,
- The savage tribe to gleomy desarts hears

‘The veeping mother. void of all defence

Bave what she Lioped from Heav’n and nmceence.j’

To prevent an alarm from being sounded a-
broad, they commanded the prisoners to keep
f-,ﬁer!ce. on pain of death. While the‘aﬂhcted
inhabitants beheld their property wasteds and

their lives gxposed to the arrows uf Jeaﬁ:g; i
 eaused their bearts to swell with grick Bat
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they were debarred the privilege of making
known their suflferings to their nearest friends,
or even to pour out their cries of distress,
while surrounded by the savage band, whose:
malevolent appearance could not fail to spread
fear and distress in every bosom. # They plun-
dered every house they found till they arrived
at the mouth of the branch. Here the com-
mander, a British officer, took his stand with a
small party of Indians, while some wentup, and
others down, on eachside c¢f theriver, to.com-
plete the work of destruction. They had already
taken several horses, which some of them rode,
to facilitate their march and enable them to o-
vertake those wio attempted to make their es-
cape. FKrightened at the hkerrible appearance
cf their riders, who were in no way qualified
to manage them, the horses served rather to
impede, than hasten their progress.
Instigated by ¢ the powers of darknes;”’
fired with rage; eager to obtain that booty
which they acquired by the pillage of houses
and fearful at the same time, that they should
themselves fall a prey to the American forces,
they pursued their ravages with infuriated
zeal, and violence and horror attended their

movement.
¢ Uproar, revenge, and rage, and hate appear
In all their murderous forms; and flame and blood,
And sweat, and dast array the broad eampaign
In horror ; hasty feet, and sparkling eyes,
And all the savagze passions of the soul,
Engage in the warm bus ness of the day.”



ROYALTON. 17

Gen. Klias Stevens, who resided in the first
house on the river above the mouth of the
branch, had gone down the river about two
miles, and was engaged at work with his oxen
and cart. W hile busily employed in loading; his
cart, casting his eye up the river, he beheld a
man approaching, bare-headed, with his horse
upon the run; who, seeing Gen. Stevens, cri-
ed out < for God’s sake, turn out yocur oxemn,
for the Indians are at the mill.”*  Gen. Ste-
vens hastened to unyoke his oxen, turned them
out, and immediately mounted his horse, and
started to return to his family, filled with fear-
ful apprehensions for the fate of his beloved
wife, and tender offspring! He had left them
in apparent safety, reposing in the arms of
sleep. Having proceeded on his return, about
half way home, he met Capt. Joseph Parkhurst,
who informed L:iim that the Indians were but a
few rods @t , 1In swift pursuit down the
viver, and that™@hless he returncd immediately
he would inevitably fall into their hands.

« Apprized of his danger, he turned, and accoms-
panied the Captain down theriver. Ceonjugal
and paterntal affection alone can suggest to the
immagination of the reader, what were the
feelings of Gen. Stevens, when compelled for
his own safety, to ?@ve ihie wife of his hosom,
id their little cunesy to the mercy of asavage

- *The mills to whiech he referred, ovwneéd’ l;-ya.F’Ir
Blorgan, were si‘uated on the fir:t bhraueh ‘mear its
|motgh. _ R §
‘ B 2 ¥
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foe! What pains did he feel when he found
bimself deprived of all possible means to afford
them relief ! Nor could he expect a more favora-
ble event, than to find them all sacrificed at the
shrine of savage barbarity ! Who, not totally
devoid of sympathy, can refrain to drop a tear,
as he reflects upon those painful emotions,
which agitated the General’s breast, when he
was forced to turn his back upon his Jbeloved
family, while thus exposed to danger! In-
deed, 1t was his enly source of consolation,
that he might be able to afford assistance to
his defenceless neighbors. And as they soon
came to the house of Deacon Daniel Rix, he

there found opportunity to lend the hand eof

pity. Gen. Stevens took Mrs. Rix and two

or three children with him upon his horse ;

Cap*. Parkhurst took Mrs. Benton, and several
children upon bis horse with him, and they all
rode off as fast as possibleg@cce)mpanied by
Deacon ilix and several 0&13 on foot, till
they arrived at the place where the General
first received the alarm. Filled with anxiety
for bis family, and not having seen any In-
diange, Gen. Stevens, here concluded again to re-
turn, hoping he should be ableto reach home in
tinie to secure his household from danger, be-
fore the Indians arrived., Ieaving Mrs. Rix
and children in the care'of a Mpr. Burroughs,
he started for home and had proceeded about
half a mile, when he discovered the Indians
in the read ahead of him, but a few reds dis-

bt

o,
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tant. ¥e quickly turned abouat; hastened his
retreat ; soon overtook the company he had left,
and entreated them immediat ely to leave the
road and take to the woods to prevent being
taken. "Those who were on foot jumped over
the fence, hastened to the woods, out of sight
cf the Indians, where they remained in safety,
undiscovered by the savage foe, who kept the
road in pursuit ¢f General Stevens. He pass-
ed down the road about haif a mile, and came
to the house of Mr. Tilly Parkhust, his fath-
er in law. Seeing his sister en mwmed in milk-
_ing by the barn, he ¢told her to leave her
COW zmmedlately or the Iundians would have
her,” and left her to secure her own retreat.—
They were now in plain sight, not more than
eighty or an hundred rods oif. The road was
full of them, running like blood-hounds.—
"T'he General rode to LLP house, told them to
run for their lives, and proceeded to warn oth-
ers who lived contiguous. By this time the
way was filled with men, women and children,
and a large body of Indians in open view, but
just behind them. 'The savage tribe now be-
gan to make the surroundmﬂ' wilderness re-
echo with their frightfnl yellq Frightened
and alarmed for theix safety, children clung to
their parents, and half distracted mother§, fill-
ed with fearful apprehensiens of ap mchmﬂ
de stmcmon, were heard to make the air resmmd
with their cries of distress ! Gen Stevens en-
~@eavored to get them into the woods, eut of
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sight of the Indians. Fear had usurped the
power of reason, and wisdom’s voice was
drowned 1In the torrent of-distraction. 'There
was no time for argument. All was at stake.
The enemy hard by, and fast approaching.—
Befenceless mothers, with helpless infants in
their arms, fleeing for their lives! Despair
was spread before them, while the roaring
flcod ¢f destruction, seemed rolling behind
them ! Few could be persuaded to go into the
woods, and most of them kept the road till
they arrived at the house of Capt. E. Parkhurst,
in BSharon. Here they halted a moment to
take breath, hoping they should not be pursu-
ed any farther The Indians being taken up
in piondering the houses, had now fallen con-
ciderably in the rear. But the unhappy vic-
tims of distress, had not long been here, when
the cruel pursuers again appe‘u‘ed in sight.
Screaming and crying, now. w itnessed the
horrors of that dreadful scene. Groans and
tears bespoke the feelings of a heart agita-
ted with fear, and swollen with grief! There
“Was no time to be lost. While they waited,
they waited fer destruction. Children hanﬂ'
ing to their mother’s clothes ; mothers ?xqmr
ing what they should do, and calling for as-
u&ance; floods of tears, and piercing shrieks,
all presented to view a most painful scene.—
Seeing the Indians appraoching with hediuuﬂ;
wells, that thrilled the heart «f every on
Gen. Stevens put his mother and his s1c~tw
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upon his own horse ; Capt. Joseph Parkhurst
put Mrs. Rix and three of her children upon
another horse, witheut a bridle, and ordered
them to hasten their flight. "There yet remain-
ed the wife of Capt. E Parkhurst, who sfood
in the most critical situation, in w lm,h a woman

can be placed ; begging and crying for help;
surrounded by six qmall children, chnﬂmm to
her clothes, and pleading with her for pro-
tection ; Ahs' how awful was the spectacle,
how affeciing the scene! "o sce a woman in
this deplorabk condition, pleading for succour,
when none conld help; when safety and sup-
port had fled ; and dangers rushing upon her!
a heart not devoid of sympathy, could not fail
to weﬂp Conscious of her wretched situatiop 3
feelime for her dear chllidren; being told there
was 10 j 1‘01)31)111@ for her escape; gathering
her htde ones aroundd her she wept 1n bitter-
ness of soul ; tears of pity ran down her chieeks,
while she waited the approach eof the savagc
tribe to inilict upon her, whatever malice could
invent, or inhumanity devise !

Her husband, to whom she fain would have
looked for protection was gone from home,
when all her woes fell upon her! Well mlo'ht
she say, ¢ Therefore are my loins filled with
~ pain; pangs have taken hold upon me, as the
pangs of a woman“that travaileth,” <‘my
heart panted, fearfulness affrighted me 3 the
night eof my pleasure hath he turned mto fear
mnte me.” While Myps. Parkhurst saw her
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friends and neighbors fleeing from her; and
beheld the Indmns approachmn‘ with impetu-

" ous step; her bosom throbed with anguish ;
- horror seized her soul ; and death! lmmed:a,te

death, both to her and her children, ¢ stood
'ﬂlle arcund her,”” threatening to thrust his
dagger into her aching heart. “"Fhere was no
time to decide on the priority of claims to pity,
or the demands of justice. 'Those who were
nearest at hand first received assistance; not
however, without regard to that affection which
arises from consanguinity or matrimonial con-
nexion. And these relations not only unite
the hearts, but connect the hands in scenes of
distress.

+ At the time Gen. Stevens put his mother and
his sister upon kis horse, the Endians w@e not
eight rods from him. 'They, in company with -
Mrs. Rix and her children, rode off as fast as

possible. "The General followed with Several

others on foot. Part of the Indians pursued them,
while others entered the house, and plunder-
ed it of its furniture. 'They took her eldest
son from her, then ordered her, with the rest of
her children, to leave the house. © She accord-
ingly repair ed into the fields back of the house,
with five of her children, and remained in
safety till they had left the place. Seecn af-
ter Gen. Stevens started, his (‘00- came in his
way. and caused him to stumble and fails
which so retarded his progress that he was ol
liged to flee to the woeds for safety, leaving

‘
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the women and children to make the best of
their retreat. 'The Indians pursued down the
road after them, with frightful yells, and soon =%
overtook those who were on fi.ot. 'Thcy toock W
Gardner Rix, son of Deacon Rix, a boy about
fourteen years old, just at the heels of his
maother’s horse ; while she was compelled to
witness the painfal sight. Alas! what dis-
tress and horror filled her bosom, when she,
with three of her children, no less dear than
herseif, fleeing from the savage foe, mounted
upon a horse, snorting with fear, h( ving noth-
ing but a pocket handkerchuf in his mouth for
a bndle, saw her weariéd son, fiint for want.
of breath, fall acaptive to this barbarous crew !
Cruel fate! 'The trembling youth, overwhelm-
ed w'?fear, and bathed in tears, was now
torn from his tender parents, and compelled to
roam the wilderness tounknown regions! Nor
was the disconsolate mother, with Lier other lit-
tle ones, left in a much more safe condition.
TXI)Ong, and expecting every step to falite ¢
the ground, which, if it proved not their death, °
would leave them a prey to the savage mon-
sters! No tongue can tell the pains she felt,
nor pen describe the horrors ef her soul! To
beliold her liltle son, while fleeing fer his life,
fll into the hands of these sons of eruelty,
what Kind and tender mother, w (mld not feel
her beart to bleed! .

. May we not listen to the voice of 141magm-
mqn, ap< hear her say Tl e

o
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¢ Oh! infinite distress! such raging grief

Should eommand pity, and despair relief,

Passion, methinks, should rise from ali my groaus,
Give sense to rocks, and sympathy to stones.”

'The Indians pursued the Swomen and chil-
dren as far as the house of Myr. Benedict, the
distance of about a mile. "They effected their
escape, though surrounded with dangers, and
pursued with impetuous and clamercus steps.
Here they discovered Mr. Benedict on the op-
posite side ¢f a stream called broad-brook,
which ran near the house. 'They beckoned to
have him come over to them. Choosing, how-

ever, not to hazard the consequences of yield-
ing obedience to their reguest: he turned and
ran a short distance and hid himself under a
log. He bhad not long been in this <iffiation,
when these blood- thirsty wreiches, came, and
stood upon the same 1(,, . and were heard by
bim to cxclaim inangry tone, ¢ if they could
findd bim, he should feel the tomahawk.”

After standing upon the log some time, and
endeavoring to espy the concealed, trembling
object of their prrsuit ;5 they left hlm and re-
turned to the house. Ak! what joy filled his
bosom, when bLe saw tliese messengers of death
pass away leaving bim in safety! How must
his Leart have “1(,'“ ed wilh gra tltu(_lb toward.a_
the ¢ Great Freserver of men,’”’ at t_ s un-
expected deliverance from the mest
danger. '

}.il:a joys, hiowever, were not unmmiﬁ .
. i . i

4 .'!_.
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with sorrow, as the fell destroyers were still
at his house, committing ravages and wasiing
his property. But no man can be suppeosed to
put his property in competition with his life.

'The Ineians pursued down the river about
forty rods farther, where they made a young
man, by the name of Avery, prisoner, and then
concluded io return.

While they were at the house of 'Tilly
Parkhurst, aforementioned, which was about
six miles from the place they entered Royal-
ton, his son, Phineas Parkhurst, who had
been to alarm the people on the east side of
the river, just as he entered the stream on - his
return, discovered the Indians at his father’s
door. Kinding himself In danger, he imme-
diately turned to oo back, and the Indians just
at this {ime half‘)u%ed to see him, and fired up-
on him. 'This was the first gun they fired af-
ter they entered the town. 'T'he ball entered
his back, went through his body, came outun-
der his ribs, and lodged in the skin. Not-
withstanding the wound, he was, however, able
to ride, and continued hl%‘ retreat to L.ebanon,
in the State of New-Hampshire, the distance
of about sixieen miles, with very littie atop,
sapporting the ball between his fingers. e
now. resides in that town, and sustam's: the

avacter of a useful physician, and an dus
3, indeyedent farmer. S
wat party of Indians, which went down
ﬂywthe east side of the river, extenuet! their
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ravages as far as the house of Capt. Gilbert,
in Sharon, where a public house is now kept,
by Capt. Dana. Here they took a nephew of
Captain Gilbert, by the name of Nathaniel
Giibert, a boy about fifieen years of age.—
"They now resolved to return, and commenced
that waste of property, which tracked their
progress. As they retraced. their steps,
they set fire to all the buildings they found, of
every description. 'T'hey spread desolation
and distress wherever they went. Houses fill-
ed with furniture, and family supplics for the
winter ; barns stored with the fruits of indus-
fry, and fields stocked with herds of cattle,
were all laid waste. .

"They shot and killed fourteen fat exen in one
vard ; which, in consequence ¢f the inhabitans
being dispersed, were wholly lest. Cows, sheep,
and hogs s and indeed every creature design-
éil by the God of nature, to supply the wants
of man, which came within their sight, fell a
prey to these dreadful spoilers. FParents torn
from their children ; husbands separated from
their wives ; and childfen snaiched from their
parents, presented to view an indiscribable scene
of wretchedness and distress. Some were
driven from their once peaceful habitations, in-
to the adjacent wilderness for safety ;3 there to
wail the destruction of their preperty s stung
with the painful reflection that their friends,
perhaps a kind father, and affectionate brother,
weire made captives, and compelled to travel

«
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with a tawny herd of savage men, into the )
wild regions of the north; to be delivered into
the hands of enemies, and undergo the fatigues
and dangers of a wretched captivity : Or what
was scarcely more to be deplored, learn with
pain that they had falien the unbappy victims,
to the relentless fury of the savage tribe, and
were weltering in their gore, where there was
no eye to pity, or friendly hand to adminis-
ter relief! |

The third party of Indians, who went up the
river, first came to the house of Gen. Stevens.
Daniel Havens, whose @ascape I have mention-
ed, went directly there, and warned the fam-
ily of their danger. - Trembling with fear,
he only stepped into the house, told them that
¢the Indians were as thick as the ID—1 at their
house,”” and turned and went directly out,
leaving the family to secure their own retreat.

Mrs. Stevens and the family were in bed,
- excepting her husband, who, as hefore stated,
had gone down the viver, abeut two miles from
home. She immediately arose from hier bed,
flung some loose clothes over her ; took up her
child, and had scarcely got to the fire, when a
large body of Indians rushed in at the door.

They immediately ransacked the house in
search of men; and then took the beds and
bedding, carried them out of doors, cut open
the bed-ticks, and threw the feathers into the
ale. This made them sport enough. Nor did
they fail te manifest their infernal gratifica-
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tion by their tartarean shouts, and disingenu-
cus conduct.

Mrs. Stevens entreated them to let her have
some cloihes for herself and child; but her
entreaties were in vain. They were deaf to
the calls ¢f the needy; and disregarded the
demands of justice. Her cries reached their
ears, but nothing could excite one single glow
of sympathy. Her destitute and suffering
condition was plain before their eyes, but they
were blind to objects of compassion. Alas!
what bitterness of soul; what anguish; what
heart rending pangs of fear, distressed her
tender bosom ! SurrSunded by these pitiless,
terriffic monsters in human shape, with her ht-
tle offspring in her arms, whose piercing
shrieks and tender age called for compassion ;
exposed to the raging fire of savage jealousy,
unquenchable by a mother’s tears ; anxious for
the safety, and mourning the aﬂbsence of her
besom friend, the lmcb.,md of her youths it is
beyond the powers of imagination to conceive,
or language to express the sorrows oi her
heart !

At one moment securely reposmc' in the
arms of sleep, with her darling infant at her
breast ; the next, amid a savage crew, whose
wmked hands were employed in spreading
desclation and mischief; whose mortal rage,
exposed her to the arrows of death! Aﬁer
plundering the house, they told Mrs. S_tevelqh_ |
to ¢ hegone or they ‘would burn.”  She bad

. L |
. C
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been afraid to make any attempt to escape;
but now gladly embraced the opportunity.—

She hastened into the adjacent wilderness
carrying her child, where she tarried till the
Indians had left the town.

¢ Strangers to want! ean ye, pte-.umpttnu-x say,
No eloud- shall rise to overcast your day ?

Time past hath prov’d how fleeting riches are,
Time future to this truth may witness bear;

By means no human wisdom can foresee,

Or power prevent, a sudden change niay be
War in i's route may plunder ail your store

And leave you friendless, desolate aud poor.’
NOYLS

A boy by the name of Daniel Waller, a-
bout fourteen years old, who lived with Gen.
Stevens, hearing the alarm given by Mr. Ha-
vens, set out immediately to go to the Gener-
al, and give himm the information. He had
proceeded about half a mile, when he met the
Indians, was takem prisoner, and carried (o
QOanada.

"They left the house and barn of Gen-
eral Stevens in flames, and proceeded up the
river 4s far as Mr. Durkee’s, where they took
two of his boys prisoners, Adan and Andrew,
and carried the former to Canada, Who died
there in prison. 2

Seeing a smoke arise above the tmes in
~the woods adjacent, the hostile invaders  di-
 rected their course to the spot, where ﬂley

-ﬁ)und a young man by the name ofr* Prmce_*
C 2 -
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Haskell, busily engaged in chopping for the
commencement of a seitlement. Haskell heard
a rustling ameng the leaves behind him, and
turning around beheld two Indians, but a few
feet from him. One stood with his gun point-
ed direcfly ai him, and the other in the atii-
tude of throwing a tomahawk. Finding he
had no chance to escape, he delivered himself
up as a prisoner, and was also carried to Can-
ada. He returned in about one year, after en-
during the Most extreme sufferings, in his wan-
derings through the wilderness, on his way
hom.,.

A Mr. Chafee, who lived at the house of
2Ir. Hendee, started early in the morning to
go to the house of Mr. Klias Curtis to get his
horse shod. ©On his way he saw Mr. John
Kent shead of him, who was upon the same bu-
siness. Wishing to put in his claim before
My, Chafee, he rode very fast, and arrived at
ihe house 111:'!«1-.. He had ccarcelv dismounted
from his horse, when the Indians came out of
the house, tock him by the hair of his head,
and pulled him over backwards. Seeing this,
Mr. (,lmu? immediately dismounted, Jumped
bekind the shop, hastened away, keepingsuch
a direction as w m.tld cause the shop to hide his
retreat: "Thus he kept out of sight of the In-
{imnc:? effected his escape, and returned to the
house of My. Hendee. On receiving the a-
farm Uwen Lv Mr. Chafee, Mr. Hendee dl'—
vecled Lis wife io iake her little boy a.btsaf
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seven years old, and her little daughter, who
was 8till younger, and basten to one of their
neighbers for safety, while he should go to
Betheh the town west of lioyalton, and give
the alarm at the fori. |

Mrs. Hendee, had not proceeded far, when
she was met by several Endians upon the ran,

- who tock her little boy from her. Feeling
anxious for the fate of her child, she enqun&;l .-
what they were going to do Wlth him.. They
replied that they sheuld male a soldier of hims
aml then hastened away, pulling him along by
the hand, leaving the weeping mother with
her little daughiter, to witness the scene, and
bear the pmrcwg@hr&ks of hér darling son.

'This leads me to notice one instance of fe-
male hercism, blended with benevolence, dis-
played by Mrs.. Hendee, whose name de-
serves ever to be held in mmemhraace by ev-
ery friend of humanity.

She was now separated from her hushand,
and placed m the midst of a savage crew, who
were commitfing; the most horrid depredations,
and destroying every kind of property that
fell within their grasp. Defenceless, and ex-
posed to the shafis of envy, or ihe rage of a
company of despicable tories and bratal SRV~

~ages, the a:ﬁ’hcted mother, robbed of hLer ounly
 son, proceeded down fhe. river, with her tem-
4@@ ditile daughter hanging io her clothes,
 sereaming With fear, pkadmf" with he moth-
*g.z}tg keep away the Indians ! | YT
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In this condition, possessing uncommon res-
olution, and great presence ¢f mind, she deter-
mined again to get possession ¢f her son. As
she passed down the river, she met several to-
ries who were with the Indians, of whom
she continued to inguire what they inten-
ded to do with the children they had taken,
and recelved an answer that they should
kill them. Still determined not to part with
her son, she passed on, and soon discovered a
large body of Indiauns, stationed on the oppo-
site side of the river. Wishing to find the
commanding officer, and supposing him to be
there, she set out to cross the river, and
just as she arrived at the bank, an old
Indian stepped ashore. He could net talk
Iinglish, but requested by signs to know where
she was going. She signified that she was go-
ing to cross, whken he, supposing she intended
to deliver herself up to them as a prisener,
kindly offered to carry her and her child across
on his back ; but she refused to be carried.—
He then insisted upon carrying her child, to
which she consented. 'The little girl cried, and
said, ““ she did’nt want to ride the old Indian.”’
‘She was however persuaded to ride the old
Indian, and they all set out to ford the river.

Having proceeded about half way across,
they came to deeper and swifter water, and
the old Indian, patting the mother upon the
shoulder, gave her to understand that if she
would tarry upon a rock near them, which was
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not covered with water, till he had carried her.
child over, he would return and carry her al-
so. She therefore stopped, and sat upon the
rock till he had carried her daughter and set
it upon the opposite shore; when he returned
and took her upon his bwck lugged her over,
and safely landed her with her chﬂ:l

Supported by a consciousness of the justice
of her cause, braving every danger and haz-
arding the most dreadful consequences, not ex-
cepting her own life and that of her children,
she now sat out to accomplish her object.

She hastened to the Commanding UGfficer, and
boldly inguired of him what he intended to do
with her child. e told her that it was con-
trary to orders to injure women or children.—
¢¢ Such boys as should be taken, he said, would

‘be trained for scldiers, and Weuld not be hurt.”’

You knew said she, in reply, that these lit-
tle ones cannot endure the fatigues of a march
through the vast extent of w 11(101116‘%‘5, which

you are calcuiating to pass. And when their
tremblmm limbs shall fail to support their fee-
ble bodles, and they ca,mnﬂ longer go, the
tomahawk and the scalping “kmfe will be the
only relief you will afford the: Instead of
falling into a mother’s arms, ° ahd receiving a
metht,r’s tender care, you wilks id» them inta
 the arms of dca,th, and earfﬁh?; ust be their
rHes "*‘;5%1-::111' bs

P "éii??’.ﬁnly shelter—itruly a .‘ahﬁ'ltel‘ foom a moth-
: {?E'ﬁr’ﬁ ie.ars, but net from the juws eof u;Wihl

) 53 A
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beasts, nor a parent’s grief. And give me
leave to tell you, added she, were you possess-
ed of a parent’s love—could you feel the an-
guish of a mother’s heart, at the loss of her
¢“first born,” her darling son, torn from her
hosom, by the wicked hands of savage men,
no entreaties would be required to obtain the
release of my dear child!

Horton replied that the Indians were an un-
governable race, and would not be persuaded
to give up any thing they should see fit to
take.

You are their commander, continued she, and
they must and will cbey you. 'The curse will
fall pon you, for whatever crime they may com-
mii, and all the innocent blood they shall here
shed, will be found in your skirts “ when the
secrets of men’s hearts shall be made known ;”’
and 1t will then cry for vengeance on your
head!

Melted into tears at this generous display of
maternal affection, the infamous destroyer felt
a relenting in his bosom, bowed his bead un-
der the weight cf this powerful eloquence and
simpie boldness of the brave heroipe: and
assured her that he would deliver her ehild up,
when the Indians arrived with him. "I'ke par-
ty who tock him had not yet returned. W
he arrived, Horton, with much dlﬂiculty, puzhes;f
vailed on the Indians to deliver him up. Aﬁer
she had zained possession of him, she set out,
ieading hm aad her little girl, by the ha.ml,

':' ‘\ 5 .'!
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and hastened away with speed, while the min-
gled sensations of fear, joy and gratitude, fill-
ed her bosom. She ha,d not gone more than
ten rods, when Horton follow ed, and told her
to o bc.,ok and stay till the scouling parties
had 1*eturned lest they should again “take her
bey from her. She accor dingly returned and
tarried with the Tndians tiil 't}r:.ey all arrived
and started for Canada. While she was there,
several of her neighbor’s children, about the
same age of her own, were brought there as
caplives. Po»ae‘gam@" benevolence cqua'l to her
courage, she now made suit for t} hem, and, by
her warm and affectionate entreaties, succeed-
ed in precuring their release. While she
waited for their departure, sitting upon a pile
cf boards, with the littie objecis of charity a-
round ller, holding fast to her clothes, with
their cheeks wet w 1th tears, an old Indian cane
and tock her son by the hand and endeavored
to get him away. ~She refused to let him go,
‘and held him fast by the other haud. till the
savage monster, violentl ly wayv ed his cutiass
over her head, and the piercing shricks of her
beloved cluld filled the air. This excl-
ted the rage of the barbarews crew, so much
as to endalw'er her own, aud the life of the
children around her, and cmnpeile g her to
~ wield bim into his hands. she az*:am‘ ~manle
s ,‘-';'_H"v&n her grievances to Horton, w ham mlior
\i:""ﬂmdm‘abh aliercation with the Indians, he
”dﬁarﬁbd her son and delivered him to; her a
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second time ; though he might be said to ¢ fear
not God, nor regard man.” 'Thus, like the
importunate widow who ¢ troubled the unjust
judge,”” this young woman* eobtained the re--
fease of nine small boy’s from a wretched cap-
tivity, which doubtless would have proved
their death! She led eight of them away, to-
gether with her daughter, all hanging to her
own clothes, and to each other, mutually re-
joicing at their deliverance. 'The other, whose
name was Andrew Durkee, whom the Indians
had carried to the house of Mr. Havens, was
there released according to the agreement of
Forton with Mrs. Hendee, and sent back, on
account of Lis lameness. :
Eding teld that the great bone in his leg had
been taken out, in consequence of a fever sore,
an old Indian examined it, and cried out ‘“no
boon ! ‘% ¢ 20/’ and giving him a blanket and
s hatchet, sent him ?&a,bk
WMirs. Je idee carried two of the children a-
cross the river on her back, cne at a time, and
the others waded through the water, with their
arms around each other’s neck. After cross-
ing the river, she traveled about three
miles - 1*11 i‘mm, and encamped for the night,
¢ gathering them around her as a hen ga,ther-
eth her {LIthnb under her wmgs.”;t '
names of the children who were ingd
her fur their release from the 52
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were Michael Hendee, Roswell Parkhuarst,
son of Capt. Ebenezer Parkhurst, Andrew
and Sheldon Durkee, Joseph Rix, Rufus and
Kish, Nathaniel Ivans, and Daniel

Downer. 'The latter received such an afiright
from the horrid crew, thathe was ever after-
wards unable to take care of himself, wholly
unfit for business : and lived for many years,
wandering from place to place, a solemn, tho’
silent w itness of the distress and horror of
that dreadful scene.

Mrs. Hendee, now (1818) lives in Sharon,:
where the author visited her, and received the
foregoing statement of this noble exploit from
her own mouth It is also corroborated by sev-
eral gentlemen now living, who were eye-
witnesses.

, She has buried her first, and second hus-
band; and now lives a widow, by the name of
Moshier. Her days are almost goune. May
her declining years be crowned with the re-
ward due to her youthful deeds of beneve-
lence. She has faced the most awful dangers
for the good of mankind, and rescued many
from the jaws of death!

In view of the exceeding riches of that
mercy which has protected her through such
scenes of danger, may she devote her life to
‘the service ¢f the Mighty God, and, at last,
find a happy secat at the right hand of Hnn,
% who gave himself a ransom for all’”?  And
thus let the children, who are mdebted to her
| D

-
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bravery and benevolence, for their lives, ¢ rise
up and call ber blessed.” Gratitude ferbids
their silence.  For, to maternal affection and
female heroism alone, under God, they owe
their deliverance from savage cruelty 'The
boldest hero of the other sex, could never
have effected what she acr’*nnm}icshed. - His
approach to the savage tribe to intercede in
bebalf of those defenceless chkildren, most
surely would have Dbrought wpon himself
a long and wretched captivilty, and perhaps
even death itself!

The Indians having Lcca‘mplic};ed tkeir ne-
farious designs, :eml‘ned to the house of Mor.
Havens; awith their prisorers, and the plun-
der of houses which they i’md devoted to de-
struction, Here was the place where they had
commenced their ravages. The old man, as
before (}hsm“;e(;, having concealed himself un-
der a log, at the time he Lfipied the Indians In
the morning, while hunting for his sheep, still
remained in sorrowful silenee undiscovered.————
He had censidered it unsafe to move, as a party
of the crew had coatinued there during the
day, and had twice come and stood upon the
log, under which he lay, without findirg him.

Afier coliecting their plunder together and
distributing. it among them,s they burnt the
house and l;.n‘\. of "Jr Havens, and d.u'ted
for Canada. It was now ghout two o *clock in
the afternoon. 'They carriéd off tw cnty-snr

%
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priseners from Royalton, who were all deliv-
ered up to the Biitish. as prisoners of war.

T hey all obtainec th ir release and returned
in about one year, excepting Adan Durkee,
who died in camp at Montireal.

Twenty one dwelling houses, and sixteen
good new barus, well ﬁlled with hm, and grain,,
the hard earnings of industrious young furmers,
were here laid in ashes, by the 1mpious crew.
They killed about one hundred and iifty head
of neat cattle, and all the sheep and swine they
found. Hogs, in their pens, and cattle tied
in their stalls, were burnt alive. 'Fhey des-
troyed all the household fJ"mture excent what
theg carried with them. 'They burntthe house
of Mr. John Hutchinson, and giving his wife
a hatchet, and a flint, together with a quarter
of mutton, told her to “ go and cocok for her
men.” 'This, they said to aggravate her feel-
ings, and remind her of her forlorn condition.

*  Women and children were left enfirely
destitute of food, and every kind of article
necessary for the comforis of lifes; almost na-
ked, and without a shelier. Wandering from
phce to place, they beheld their caitle rolling
in their blood, groaning in the agonies of
death ; and saw thur houses laid in ruins.—
Disconsolate mothers and w eeping orphans,

were left to wander throush the dreadfal waste,

and lament the loss of their nearest ftie.nds,
eon:fortless and forlorn.

'l‘he Indians took away about thirty hovses,
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which were however of liitle use to them, but
rather served to hinder their progress. "Their
baggoage was composed of almest évery article
eommonly found ameong farimers 3 such as axes,

and hoes, pots, kettles, shovels and tongs |
sickles, scythes, and chains ; old side saddles,
and bed-ticks emptied of their feathers, warm-
ing pans, plates and looking-glasses, and in-
deed mnearly all Kinds of articles, necessary
for the various avocations of life.

On their return, they erossed the hills, in
Tuanbridge, lying west of first branch, and
proceeded to Randolph, where they encamp-
ed for the first night, near the second branch,
a distance of about ten miles. 'They had,
however, previously dispatched old Mpr. Knee-
iand, a prisoner whom they considered would
-be of the least service to them, with letters
to the militia, stating that, << if they were not

but should they be pursued, every one of them
would be put to death.”

'The alarm had by this time spread thro’ the
adjacent towns, and the scattering, undisciplin-
ed militia, shouldered their muskets, and has-
tened to pursue them. 'They collected at the
house of Mr. Kvans in Randolph, about two
miles south of the encampment of the Indians.
Here they formed acompany, consisting of a-
bout three hundred in number, and made
choice ¢f Col. John House, of Hanover, IN.
H. for their commander. 'They supposed
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the Indians had gone to Brookfield, about ten
miles from that place, up the second branch.
With this expéctation they took up their march
about twelve o’clock at night, hoping they
should be able to reach Broolkfield, before light,
and make them prisoners. 'They had -scarce-
ly started, when the American front guard,
to their utter surprise, were fired upon by the
rear guard of the enemy. Several fires were
exchanged, and one of the Americans
wounded, when Col. H , through coward-
ice, or want of skill, commanded them to halt;
and cease firing. He then ordered them fto
make a stand, and kepl them in suspense till
the Indians had made their escape. 'To has-
ten their flight, the savage tribe were compell-
ed to leave at their encampment a considera-
ble quantity of their plunder ; nearly all of the
horses, and made good their retreat.

Here they killed two of the prisoners, by
the name of Joseph Kuneeland, and Giles Gibbs.
'The former was found dead, with his scalp ta-
ken off, and the latter with a tomahawk in
his head.

At day light, Col. H courageously en-
tered the deserted camp, and tosk possession
of the spoil, but alas, the enemy were gone,
- he knew not where! Urged by his brave sol-
diers, who were disgusted at his conduct, he -
procceded up the second branch as fir as
Brockfield in pursuit of the enemy, and not
finding them, disballl)ded his men and refurned.

2 4
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Had Col. H possessed courage and skill
adequate to the duties of his sta,tlon, he might
have defeated the enemy, it is thought, without
the - least difficulty, and made them all pris-
oners. His number was equal te that of the
enemy, well armed with muskets and furnish-
ed with ammunition. 'The enemy, though fur-
nished with muskets, had little ammunition, and
were cambered with the weight of much guilt,
and a load of plunder. They had encamped upon
a spot of ground which gave the Americans all
the advantage, and their only safety rested in
their flight. "I'he American force consisted of
undisciplined militia, who promiscuously as-
sembled from different quarters, but were full
of courage, animated by the principles of jus-
tice, and determined to obtain redress for the
njuries they had received from the barbarous
crew.

Many of them likewise had friends and
conne‘(i(ms, then in possession of the Indians,
#0 obtain whose freedom, they were stimulated
to action. But alas! their determination failed,
their hopes were blasted! They were forced
to relinquish the object, and suffer their friends
" to pass on, and endure a wretched captivity.—
"They however forced the Indians to leave the
strea.m, and take their course over the hills,
between the second and third branch, which
brought them directly, and unexpectedly, to
the house of Ziadock Steele, whom they made

prisoner, and took to Canada,
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To his “eaptivity and sufferings,” as rela-
ted by himself, in the following pages, the
reader.is referred for a further account of the
expedition of the Indians, and its dreadful
consequences.
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INDIAN CAPTIVE.

BEFORE the mind of the indulgent.
reader is engaged in a perusal of the suffer-.
ings of my maturer years, it may not be im-
proper to direct the attention to scenes of na-
tivity and youth.

The day of my birth, and the events which
transpired to bring upon me the miseries I
have undergone, will not be uninteresting, 1.
think, to those who may feel disposed to read,
the following pages.

As in the evening of a tempestuous day,.
with solemn yet pleasing emotions, we look back
on the dangers through which we have been
preserved ; so, when man has passed through
scenes of fatigue; endured the hardships
of a savage caplivity, as well as the pains of
a prison, “and again obtained his freedom ; it
is a source of pleasule to cause those scenes
to pass inreview before his imagination; and
cannot fail to excite his gratltude to the power
that afforded him relief.

I was born at Tolland, Connectlcut, on the
. 47th day of December, A. D. 1758. . In; 6
my father, James Steele, Esq. moved from
Tolland to Ellington, a town ad_lommg, whare'; ‘
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he kept a house of entertainment several years,
During the years of my childhood, the Amer-
ican Colomes were putin com motmn, by what
is generally termed the French war.

The colonies had hardly recovered from the
convulsions of that war, when the American
revolution commenced. My father had been
actively engaged in the former war, and
now I’CCEIVBd a Lieutenant’s commission, in
the revolutionary army. ‘The importance of
the contest, in which the colonies were enga-
ged, ealled upon every friend to the rwhts
of man, to be actively employed. Bemg in
my eighteenth year, in May 1776, I enlisted
inte the army for one year, as waiter to my fath-
er. Soon after I enlisted, he was visited with
a severe fit of sickness, which prevented him
from entering the army, and compelled e to
go into the ranks, leaving him behind. My
two older brothers, Aaron and James, also en-
listed the same year. Aaron died in March
following, at Chatham, WNew-Jersey, in the
twenly third year of his age. Bereft of a
brother whom I held dear, after serving the
term ¢f my enlistment, I returned te Elling-
ton.

‘The next year, I served cpe campaign in
the militia, and the year following as a team--
ster, which closed my services in the army.—

I was now about ninetcen years of age. I
had been favored with very little opportunity,
as yet, to acquire an education; as the infan.
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{ile state of the colonies, and the agitation of
public affairs, at that time, afforded little en-
couragement to schools, and caused a univer-
sal depression of literature in general.

I however acquired an education, sufiicient
to enable me to tzansact the business of a furm-
er, and regulate my own concerns, in my in-
tercourse with mankind. But long have I
deeply regretted the want of that knowledge
of letiers, requisite to prepare for the press. a
narrative ¢f my own sufferings, and these of
my fellow captives, whichushould be read
with interest, and receive the approbation of
an indulgent public. g e
¢ No hepe of pecuniary gai*n;di or wish to
Lring myself into public neotice, has induced
me to publish a narrative of my sufferings.—
A desire that others, as well as myself, might
learn wisdom from the things.d have suffered,
is the principal cause of its publication. 'The
repeated instances of mwy deliverance from
thireatened death,-in which the “ngea of God
was visible, call for the deepest gratitute, ana
have made an impression upon my mind, which,
I trust, will remain, as long as the powers ef
my recollection shall endure. I was sensible it
might also furnish a lesson of instruction to
my fellow men, and to future generations, da-
duly to prize “the privileges, and' biessings,
they may enjoy, by observing the dreadful con-
trast, which 1s brought to view in this narrvative.

- Desirable, bowever, as it might be, I had
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dong since relinquished all idea ‘of ever seeinz
an account of my sufferings.in'print. But by
the earnesi solicitations, and ‘friendly, though
feeble assistance of ethers, 3 have thought it
at this late period of my life, yet with
humble defference to the good sense ¢f an en-
lightened public, ‘te. gw a ~short narrative of
what T have endar ed, in common with many of
my fellow men, Who were my fellow prison-
ers. |

Among the evils'resulting from the destruc-
tion of -Royalton, my own captlvlty was far
from being the least. That event was the
precursor ef all my sorrows—the fountain from
avhich sprang streams of wretchednes and
want. Nor will the -channel be forgotten,
though the raging flood cease to roll. As
small streams are swallowed up by larger ones,
€0, many serious, and sore trials, are doubtless
fost in that dreadful current of distress, through
which T was called to pass.

"The aoecntion of the reader, is, howey er,
requested to-a simple statement of facts, as tuey
occur to my mind, while I relate the circum-
stances of my captxwty by the Indians; the
{reatment I received from them ; my privations
while a prisener to the British; my wonder-
ful escape from their hands, and extreme
sufferings in the wilderness on iny way home.
Truth will not easily permit, nor bhave ¥any
desire, to enlarge or cxaggerate, upon the tiings
1 suffered. Guided by the principles of jus-
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tice, and wishing no ill to any man, or set of
men, I hope I shall not be found disposed to
calumniate or reproach.

It is not my intention to speak of any indi-
vidual or nation, with less respect than is due
to their true character and conduct.

I shall, however, be under the necessity of
noticing many cruelties that were inflicted up-
on the prisoners, by men, who enjoyed the
advantages of civilization, which were suffi-
cient to put the rudest savage to the blush.

But the long lapse of time, and the effects
of old age, have, no doubt, blotted from my
memory, incidents which would have been no
less, and perhaps more interesting, and instruc-
tive, than many circumstances which 1 shall
be able to recollect. 'T'his, together with the
inexperience c¢f the writer, must be the mlly
apology for the 1mperfect10ns of the following
pages.

In April, 1780, beingin my twenty second
vear, kI started from my father’s house, in KEl-
lington, leaving all my friends and relatives,
and came to Randolph, in the State of Vermont,
a town south of Brookfield, a distance of near-
ly two hundred miles. 1T there purchased a
right of land, lying in the north part of the town,
on-which was a log-house, and a little im-
provement. Suffering the prlvatmns and hard-
ships common to those who dwell in new coun-
trics, I spent the summer in dilligent labour,
subsisting upon rather coarse f‘u'e, -and sup-

E E g
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ported by the fond hopes of scon experiencing
better days.

The young man who drove my team from
Connecticut, with previsiens, farming utensils, -
&c. labored with me through the summer, and
fall season, till October, When he 1'eturned to

Ellington, just in time to esc: pe the danger of
being taken by the ¥Indians.

A Qll]‘l,ll setilement had commenced in the

south-westerly part of Randolph, on the third
branch of W hite River, about six miles from

my own settlement. A little settlement had
also comnenced on the second branch of the
same river, in Brookfield, in the casterly part
of the town, and at about an equal distance
from my abode. As there were in Randolph
a number of families sitnated in diferent parts
cf the toewn, and our country being engaged
i a war, -’fi:i:‘h rendered our frontier settle-
ments exposed_to the ravages of an exaspera-
ted foe, we bad takesn the nece sary precau-
tion to cstablish alavin posts, by which we
mighi anpounce to each other the approach of
an enemy.

Bat our EE?“‘L:.‘ fi% brethren, though in a

town adjeiring, viore ;beyound LLB hearnw" (53
the 1“-2:er1*_ of our “i I ZUns. .

On the 16th day of i" t( sher, ,we were ap-.
prized cf the arrival of the Indians at Royal-
1L

"

gt O S s Ll o g Ve 0 i Bk ke ~ D '
u 1 ) -i{.z v abont ten nnh s south of Randalpi.
A ¥ b1 t‘ .IE "

ntered that town on the morning ¢f ihe
iﬁl :‘.:t‘;!?. were commilting ravages, daicing
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and killing the inhabitants, sparing the lives
of mone whom they could overtake in an at-
tempt to escape ; destroying property, burning

- all the buildings that they discovered, kllhn“‘

the cattle, pllla iing the houses, aad. t:tkmf‘
captwcs.

t was expected they would follow up either
the Gecond or third branch, on their returan to
Canada, as thesc two branches run to thne
south, and neful:y parallel to each other; the
former ¢i which empties itself into the river at
Royalton, ard the latter a few miles west.

1 was employed during the 16th.day, till
nearly night, In assisting the settlers on the
third branch in Randolph, to move their fam-
ilies and effects into the weods, such a dis-
tance as was thought would render them safe,
should the Indians pursue that stream up, on
their retura.

I then requested that some one of them
should accompany me to go and noiify the
Brookfield settlers of their danger. eing
unable to persuade any to go with me, I siart-
ed alone. [ had only time to arrive at my
own dwelling, which was en my ("lire.i‘;tcou’:se,
before X was overtaken by the approzch of
night. As there was ne road, and nothing but
matﬁed trees to guide my way, [ tarvied all
night.  Having prepared some food for hreak-
fast, 1 lay down to sleep, little ]mowmm what
awaited my waKing hours. At the da,wn, af
tlay, on the morning of the {7th, L set ont Lo
P RN Ry L R . ’
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prosecote the ohject for which I started, though
in a violent tempest, attended with snow.
£ had not proceeded far, before the storm
greatly increased, which 1 found would
got only much endanger my life, but so
retard my progress, that 1 could neot arrive in
time seasonably to warn iy friends of their dan-
ger, or escape myself from the hands of the
enemy, should they follow the second branch,
instead of the third. I therefore returned to
my house. Soon after I arrived within doors,
filled with anxiety for the unsuspecting inhab-
itants of Brockiield, T heard a shocking -cry
in the surrounding WOOJS ; and tremblmf"*‘“f&r
my own safety——I ran to the door, w he n, to
my utter astonishment, (and the reader may
judge my feelings) 1 beheld a company of In-
dians, consisting of not less than three hun-
dred in number, not ten rods distant, ap-
proaching with hideous cries and fuﬂ‘htful

yells !
¢ 0O how unlike the chorus ef the skies.”

There was no way of escape. I had only
to stand still, wait their approach, and receive
my nusera,ble destiny.  Indeed I could now
say with David, ¢ the sorrows of death com-
passed me, zmd the floods of ungodly men
made me afrau 2?1 had no where tollee but
to the ¢ great Preserver of men, who was my
only hiding-place ;7 ¢ my goodness, and_ my
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fortress 3 my high tower, and my deliverer;
my shield, and he in whom I trust.”

¢« They came upon me as a wide breaking of
waters ; in the desolation they rolled them-
selves upon me.” -

Their leader came up, and told me I must
gzo with them. 'They asked me if any other
persons were to be found near that places; L
told them it was probable there were none to
be found. 'They then engquired if any cat-
tle were near, to which I answered in the
negative. Bat they seemed to choose rather to
take the trouble io search, than to confide in
what I told them.

After taking every thing they found worthy to
carry with them, and destroying all that was
not likely to suffer injury by fire, they set the
house on fire, and marclhied on. One of them
took a bag of grass seed upen his back, and
cuiting a hole in the bag, scattered the seed
as he marched, which took root, stocked the
ground, and was for many years a sad me-
mento of my long caplivity. :

"The chief, who came up to me, could talk
English very well, yhich was a circumstance
much in my favor, as he became my master,
under which name I shall have {regaent ocea-
sion to speak of him in the course of this narv-
vative. -

They took all my clothes, not excepling
the best I had on, and distributed them a-
~mongst themselves. They however, furpished

e 4
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me with blankets sufficient to defend against
the cold, bLut deprived me of my own proper-
ty ; the blbtﬁl‘ consequences of which, I felt in
my subsequent confinement with the British,
“and on my return to restume my settlement, at
Randolph. |

‘The Indians had encamped, the night pre-
ceding, on the second branch in Randolph, on
which the Brookfield setitlers lived, and not
more than ten miles below them. Buf daring
the night, had been put to route by a party of
Americans, consisting of about two hundred
and fifty in number, who were commanded by
Ce¢l. John House, of Hanover, INew-Hamp-
shilre. "I'o make their escape they left the
sircam, and took a eourse which brought
them directly to my dwelling.

Had they not been molested, but permitted
to pursue tielr intended course up the siream,
the defenceless inhabitants of Brookfield, would
sioubtles have shared the miserable fam cf the
inhabitants -of Royalton ; themselves taken
prisoners, and doomed to suffer a long and

wreiched captivity ;3 and their propcrtv des-
trovnd by the devouring element. 'This pre-
vention, which, howuver was the cause of
my captivity, the subjeet of the following nar-
rative, was probably the only goed that Col.
- effected 3 and this he did unwittingly,
for which ke can claim neo thanks.

Soon after we started from my house, mv
master, wioc was the principal conductor, and

- \ A
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chief of the whole tribe, discoverad that I had
.a pair of silver buckles in my shoes, and at-
tempted to take them from me, but by prom-
ising to let him have them when we arrived at
our jourrey's end, I persuaded bim to let me
keep them. But we had not travelled far, be-
fore another Indian espied them, and crying
o it “Wah stondorum.” ah there’s silver! took
them from wme, and farnished me with strings
for my shoes, as substitutes. i
We travelled the first day to Berlin, and -
encamped on Pog river, not many miles from
the place where Montpelier Village now
stands. They built a fire of some rods Iin
length, to which opportunity was afforded for
all to approach. "T'hey then placed sentinels
arcund, which rendered it impossible for any
ore to move unnoticed. But this precaution
was not sufficient to satisfy their minds, to pre-
vent the escape of their capilve prisoners.—
"Therefore, to render our escape less easy to be
effected, as we lay down upon the ground,
they tied a rope around our bodies, and ex-
tending it each way, the Indians laid upon it
on our right, and on cur left, not suffering any
two prisoners to lie next each other. Ireeuld,
however, crawl so f:r out of the rope as to be
able to sit upright, but always found some of
- the Indians sitting up, either to prepare their
clothing for the following day’s march, or in-
tentionally to set as additional guards, and 1
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never found the favored moment when all were
at rest. | i A

As they had told me before we encamped,
that if they were overtaken by the Americans,
they should Kkill every prisoner, I feit the

more anxious to make my escape; and they

- seemed, in view of their danger, more de-
 sirous to keep us within reach of the toma-
hawk, and secure us against a flight, in case
the Americans should approach. 1 watched
vith trembling fear and anxious expectation
during the ni;;%lt we lay at Berlin, seeking an
opporiunity to escape, which I found utterly
impossible, and lcoking every moment for the
arrivel of a company of Americans, whose
approach I was assured would be atiended
with death to every prisoner.

'They compelled many of the prisoners to
carry their packs, enormous in size, and ex-
tremely heavy, as they were filled with the
plunder of pillaged houses, and every thing
which attracted their curiosity, eor desire to
possess. Looking glasses, which by the inten-
tion or carclessness of the prisoners became
broken in a short time, pots, spiders, frying
pans, and old side saddles, which were sold”
on their arrival at St. Johns for one dollar,
composed a part of their invaluable baggage.

On the morning of the 18ith they first order-
ed me to eat my breakfast, urging me to eat
as much as I wanted, while, on account of the
loss of their provisions at Randelph, they
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had scarce half an allowanee for themselves.
¥ knew not whether to aticvibute this conduct
to their feelings of charity and generosity, a
desire to secure my friendship, or a wish to
preserve my life under a prospect of procur-
ing gain, or to some other cause.

1 ndeed they seemed at all times to be wil-
Lingto ¢ feed the hungry,” not even seeing
one of the prisoners leisurly to pick a berry
by the way, as they passed along, without of-
ferinyg them food ; considering this as a token
of our hunger. -

"Their food however, was very unsavory,
insomuch that nothing but extreme hunger
would have induced me to eat of it, though I
always had a share of their best.

Habituated to a pariial covering themselves,
and excited by curiosity, they took from me
all my best clothes, and gave me blankets in
exchange. 'Ihey ofien travelled with the wut-
most celerity in their power, to try my activi-
ty, viewing me with loocks of complaicency,
te find me able to keep pace with them.

We this day passed down Dog River, till
we came to Onion River, into which the for-
mer empties itself, and then Kkept the course of
the latter during the day, steering nearly a
norith-west direction. At night we came to a
very steep mountain, which was extremely
 difficult of access, not far from the place,
‘now called Bolton in the county of Chitten-
den. Upeon the top of this mountain the In.

LA T
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dians, on their way to Royalton, had secre-
ted a number of bags of fine flour, which
they brought with them from Caﬂada, and
now 1’ega,1ned This greatly replenished their
stores, and afforded a full supply of whole-
some bread. 'The manner of making their
bread is curious, and exhibits useful mstruc-
uon, to these who may be called to make their
bread in the wildernes, without enjoying the
privilege of household furniture.

They took their dough, wound it around a
stick in the form of a screw, stuck it inte
the ground by the fire, and thus baked
~their bread, without receiving injury by the
emoke, or 1*endering it more {iithy than it came
from their hands.

"Their fear that they should be overtaken by
ike Americans had, by this time, greatly abat-
~ed, and this was considered by the prisoners
grounds for less apprehension of the danger of
being put te death by the Indians. 'Till now,
however, it is beyond the power of language
to express, nor can imagination paint the feel-
ings of my heart, when, torn from my friends,
and all T held dear on earth, compelled ti
roam the wilderness to unknown parts, ob-
liged to ford rivers and then lie down at night
upon the cold ground with scarcely a dry
thread in my clothes ; having a rope fastenes
arcund my body; surrounded by a tribe “of
savage Indians, from whose very friendship L
could expect notiing but wrelchedness | t:.y‘

R e AT
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misery ;3 and whese brutal rage would be sure
lo prove my death!

Nor was this rage only liable to be excited
by a sense of real danger; but from conscious
z"ullt equally liable to be put in .orce, by the
miost ShO'ht false, and trifling alarm.

*Lis a prime part of happiness te kuow
How much unhappiness must preve our lot 3
A part which few possess!

Youxc.

~

On the fourth day, we arrived at Lake
Champlain. We here found some baiteaux.
in which the Indians had conveyed themselves
thither, on their way to Royalton. On their
arrival at the Lake, and regaining their bat-
teaux, they gave a shout eof exultation, and
langhter, manifesting their joy and triumph.

My master, who was about to take a differ-
ent route fiom the rest of the tribe, took we
asidde, and in a dissembling tone,  told me, -

vith 0'rreat profe=sions of szez-ﬂsi.n with  lit-
tle credl Lowever, that ¥ had better take off
iny coat, and Iet hml bave i, for which he
would give me a bLlanket in exchange, assur-
ing mie that the ¥adians world take it fiom me
if B did pot do it.  BPlreading the conseguen-
ceqg of a refusal, more than the loss of the
confy, Llet him have it, and rcceived a blank=
f: in retwrn.  We crossed over: and eTeaTRp-
pod on (-xrand Esie that night. The next morn-

| 1e-embarked in our bhatteaux, and
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safely landed at the ZIsle-Aux-Noix before
night. Here the Indians found a supply of
rum, which gave them an oppertunity to make
market for a part of their plander, and sa-
tiate their thirst. Nor indeed was the oppor-
tunmty unimproved. Tritated by the force of.
intoxication, they were all in confusionj; sav-
age yveils, and shrill out-cries, filled the sur-
rounding atmosphere: and death seemed to
stare every captive full in the face!

¢ So sung Philander, as a friend went round
In the rich i{‘hﬂl‘, in tke generous Lo d
OFf Baeches. purple god of joyous wit.”

Atlength, however, their senses hecame <drown-
ed in the torrent of inebriety: they sunk inte
a helpiess state, and reposed in the arms of
imsensibility. As we had now arrived with-
m ‘he dominions of the British, and were not
o'y guarded by a number of the Indians, who
were not under the power of intoxication, but
watched by the enemy’s subjecis, resident at
that place, we could find no oppertunity te
make our escape.

"The next morning, which was the sixth
day of cur march, we started for St. Johns,
and arrived there that day. At this place
likewise, thie Indians found a plenty of ardent
syrits, by a too free use of which, they he-
came more enraged, if possible, than befove.

They now began to threafen the lives of all
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the captives, whose faces were not painted, as
the face being painted was a distinguishing

mark put upon those whom they deswned not
to kill. |

As I was not painted, one of the Indians,
under the influence of intoxication, and brutal
rage, like many white people, more sagacious
than humane, came up to me, and pointing a
gun directly at my head, cocked it, and was
about to fire, when another old Inumn, who
was my new master, knocked it aside, push-
ed him backwards upon the ground, and took
a bottle of rum and putting i1t to his
mouth, turned down his threat a considerable
quantity, left him and went on.

The punishment seemed in no way to dis-
please the criminal, buf wished he would con-
tinue to punish him through the day, in the
same manner ; regarding the momentary grat-
ification of appetite, more than all other hiess-
ings of life, or even life itself.

They now procured some paint, and paint-
ed my face, which greatly appeased the ra ze
of those, Who, befme had been app= "lflj
determined to take Xy Life. I now received
their marks cf friendship, nor felt mycelt in dan.
ger of Lef‘ommg the subject of their fulil conaly.
Clothed with an Indian blanket, with @y
hands and my face painted, and pceressios
activity equal to any of them, they appeared
to bhe willing T should live with them, aud be
accounted as one of ther number. ~
.\.“ | _. | I“
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We arrived at Caghnewaga on the seventh
day of our march. 'Thus, I found myself
“within the space of seven d‘tys removed from
my home, and froem all my relatives, the dis-
tance of about three hundred miles; almost
destitute of clothingj; entirely without money ;
with no other associates, than a race of savage
Indians, whose la,no'ua,ge I could not under-
stand, whose diet was unsavory, and un-
'Wholesome ; whose ¢ tender mercies are cru-
el;”” barbarism their civility ; no pardon to an
enemy, their established creed ; and present-
ed with no other prospect for the future, than
a captivity for life; a final separation from ail
earthly friends, and situated in an enemy’s
country !

In short, striped of every cowmfort that
sweetens hfe, except the ¢ one thing needful,”
“which the world can neither give, nor take
away,” my temporal prospects were banished,
and lost forever. No earthly friends to ad-
minister consolation, or with whom to sympa-
thize, nor hope of escape to feed upon; fruly,
hinmble submission to the will of Heaven, and
an entire ¢ trust in the X.ord,”” was i the only
balm afforded me.

" A soulpreparc’d for such a stafe as this,
Is heir. expectant, to immartal bliss,

Some days after we arrived at Caghnewaga,
an old man by the name of Philips, whore

Vo
g /‘_/
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silver locks bespoke the experience of many
winters ; whose visage indicated the trials,
sorrows, and afflictions, of along and wretch-
ed captivity 3 whose wrinkled face, and with-
ered hands, witnessed the sufferings of many
hardships, and presented to me a solemn and
awfal token, of what I myself might expect
to suffer; came and told me that ¥ was about
to be adopted into one of the Indian families,
to fill the place of one whom they had lost on
their expedition to Royalton.

Mpy. Philips was taken prisoner in the wes-
tern part of the State of New-York, by the
Endians, in his youthful days, and having been
adopted into one of their families, had always
lived with them. He had retained his knowl-
edge of the Knglish language, and served as
an interpreter for the tribe.

"The ceremony of my own adoption, as well
as that of many other of the priscners, afford-
ed no small degree of diversion. 'The scene
presented to view a spectacle of an assemblage
¢f barbarism, assuming the appearance of ci-
vilization. |

All the Indians, both male and female, to-
gether wiath the przsonem assembled, and form-
ed a Clrc]e, within which, one of tieir chiefs,

standing wpon a stage, erected for the pur-
pose, nauanﬂ'ued the andience in the Indian
tongue. Although I could not understand his
Isnguage, yet 1 could plainly discover a great
saare of native eloguence. His speech was of
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considerable length, and its effect obvieusly
manifested VVelﬂ*ht of argumeni, solemnity of
thought, and at least human sensibility. 1
was placed near by his side, and had a fair
view of the whole circle. Afier he had ended
his speech, an old squaw, came and took me
by the hand, and led me to her wigwam,
where she dressed me in a red coat, with a
ruffle in my bosom, and ordered me to call
her mother. She could speak English toller-
ably well, but was very poor, and therefore
unable to furnish me with very sumptuous
fare. My food was rather beneath a savage
mediocrity, though, no doubt my new mother
endeavored as far as lay in her power to en-
dear the affections of her newly adopted, yet
1ll-natured son.

I found the appellation of mother, highly
pleased the tawny jade, which proportionably
increased my disgust, already intollerable,
and instead of producing contentment of mind,
added disquietude to aflliction and sorrow.

As I was blest with an excellent voice for
singing, 1 was the more beloved by, and on
that account received much betier treatment
from my new mother, as well as from other
Indians.

I was allowed the privilege of Vl@ltmo- amy
part of the village, in the da,y time, and was
received with marks of fraternal a,ﬂ'ectmn, and
treated with all the civility an Indian is capa-

ie to bestow.
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A prisoner by the name of Belknap, was
set about hewing some poles for a stable fioor,
while his Indian master beld them for him.—
As he hewed, the Indian, sitting upon the
pole, suffered it gradually to turn over, though
unperceived by him, which occasioned the
workinan, who saw its operation, laughing In
his sleeves, to hew. quite round the stick, in
bhewing from end to end, Thinking that Bel-
knap knew no better, the Tndian endeavored
to instruct him. After trying several poles,
with the same success, the Indian, filled with
impatience for this untractable pupil, with
- his eyes on fire, left him, and called his inter-
preter, to make his wishes more distineily
known; to whom Belknap declared that he
did well understand the wishes of the Indian,
and was determined to avoid deing his will.
| After remaining in this condition a fbw

- weeks, ﬁnd}nﬂ' the prisoners very incorrigiblig
and wishing for the reward thby might Lb*"u‘
for them, information was given the prisoners,
that they might be (‘ehvered over to the Brit-

r ﬁ«n-

ish at Montreal as nrisoners of war, or contin-
ue with the Indla,nq as they should choose.
We (.g.oug,ht the advice of an English gen-
tleman, by the name of Stacy, resident in the
Vlllzwgé,,..’” . Caghnewaga, who had married a
sgEmaw for his w ife, and was extensively ac-
guainted, not mﬂy with the affairs of the In-
dians, but with the cilizens of Montreal. He

appea.red to be a man of integrity and veraci-

:E"
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ty s was employed in merchandise, and alse
served as one of their interpreters.

I was advised by Mr. Stacy to be delivered
into the hands of the British. He said I
might doubtless obtain leave to dwell in some
family of a private gentleman, until I should
be exchanged.

Kncouraged by the prospect of enjoying the
company of civilized people, and Hattered
with the idea of being soon exchanged, and
thereby enabled to return, once more to see
my friends in Cmmectieut, I made choice to
be given up to the British. All the captives
did likewise.

We were all conducted to Montreal by the
Indians, in the latter part of November,
A. D. 1780—and there ¢ sold for a half Joe,”’
each. Most of the captives were young, and
*iﬂm‘wkabl y robust, healthy and vigorous.

e as now almost ‘m enty twe yea,.r{?,,mf age.—
& Lo be compelled to spend the vige
“days in useless confinement, was a source of
0’11ef and pain, to my lmnd - B
sce no way of escape. 'The wtsfﬁ)‘ n of God, I
found to be unsearchable indeed. I felt, how
ever a good degree of submission tod"' Prov

idence of the I%IO% High, and a_w

to ¢“accept of the pumshment of mit

quifies.”’
Ve found at the city of Montreal, about

170 prisoners, some of whom were made cap-

tives by the Indians in different parts of Amer-
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ica, and others had been taken prisoners of
war in forts, by capitulation, and by conquest.
Here we could see women and children, who
had fallen the victims of savage captivity, weep-
ing and mourning their fate, whose tears
trickling down their cheeks, buspo_l__;e the lan-
guage of their hearts! It was enough to melt
the heart of stone, with grief, to behcld the
bosom ef the ¢ poor widows” heaving with
sighs, and to hear their groans! While the
companions of their youth, their bosom friends,
and partners in life, were no more; hav-
ing spilt their blood, and laid down their
lives in defence of their country, their fami-
lies, and their fire-sides.

Here L beheld the orphan, fatherless and
motherless, whose tender age called for com-
passion, and required the kind protection of
an affectionate mother; whose infantile mind,

rendered lti.,;‘apable of telling his name, tl\e
placﬁ-f 0§} is birth ; or giving any information
respecting himself or his parents. ;
This led me to consider my own sufferings
compa.ratn f;‘_'*-:snia’ll and a sense of my
own ° r d condition, became lost in the

compassion, for these unhappy
orphans !

put into a large building ecalled
Irezal Church,” with the other prison-
ers, in which we were kept several days, when
we were removed into a large stone building
Atted up for the purpose, in the suburbs of the
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city, oupon the shore of the river St. Law-
rence.

I often made application for liberty to take
guarters in the family of some private gentle-
man, where I might enjoy the advantages of a
common slave, until I should be able to pro-
cure a ransom, or be exchanged; urging the
manuer of my being taken, and my destitute
situaiion as arguments in my faver, having
been stripped of all my property by the In-
dians, and deprived of all my change of
clothes. But all my efforts proved only a
witness to myself, and my fellow sufferers, of
that deafness to the calls of humanity, which
is always the char&cferlsuc of tyranny and
despotism.

Many of the prisoners, as well ’Rssmlyself
had only one shirt, and were oblig eﬁ to
without any, while we w‘a,ahefl"i.hat Inﬂo—__,,
lence and disregard for cleanliness, pr =
many irom d(}mg this, which m
among the many causes, that brou
sequent evils upon us. We were
rather said to be allowed, ‘gne P
and one pound of fresh beef
throuﬂ'h the injustice and dishe

in provlsmns of sood quahty, we siio
been able to ha.ve furnished oursel es. with oth-
Cr necessary artlcles but now

-

- .
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prived of the privilege, by the curtailment of
our rations. We were obliged by the calls of
hunger to pound up the beef bones, (which
composed no small share of our rations of
meat) and boil them for broth. We had no
butter, cheese, flour, mor any kind of sauce,
during the winter. We were kept almost to-
tally without fire-wood, having scarcely e-
nough to enable us to @0k our meat. Our
beds consisted principally of blankets, which
they brought from the hospital, in all their
filth. 'This was an apparent manifestation of
their disregard at least, for the prisoners, 1f
not a malevolent design to introduce that con-
tagion, which should spread disease, desola-
tion and death throughout our camp.

Pinched with hunger, half naked, and

chilled 'the cold, we were forced to have
recourse ur beds, and occupy them a great

though they were the haba-
hy vermin, tainted with the in-

orial distempers, and scented
us smell of the dying and the

pa
=~ &

_k
- "‘

4 .
i collection of people of differ-
ising almost_every kind of foul
waracter ; and the combination of so
. either of which should seem a-
. nt to create discase, caused a
general, and universal prevalence of the itch.
Our close confinement was, to some of the

prisoners, a source of grief; to others, acloak

‘1 A
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ef indulgence in laziness ; while to all it was
the motlier of disease, the harbinger of pain.

We suffered so much with hunger, that we
should have thankfully ¢ fed upon the crumbs
that fell from the rich man’s table;” and so
great were our afflictions, that we should have
gladly caressed the ¢ dog that had come and
licked our sores.”

‘While I was a captive with the Indlans, I
was in sorrew, and ““desired a better coun-
try.””. And T had not experienced the ¢ trial
of crael mockings and scourgings--of bonds and
mmprisonment,’” sufficiently te enable me to say
with Paul, ¢ I have learned in whatsoever state
I am, thea ewith to be content.”” When we
were put into the hands of the British, ¢ we
looked for peace, but no good came ; a.ml for
a time of health, and beheld trouble 1’ In-
deed it may _]ustly be said of | them"' Rse they
turned the needy out of the wa -—-—-the

fatheriess from the breast, am}"take a pTe( .ﬂ'e
ol the poor, they cause him tg zo naked with-
out clothing, and they take awagiﬂwsha%f from
the hungry.* I plead that the %vo._j ld ¢ malke
me as one of their hired sery
would not.

In the spring, after bemg ﬁght low,
through-oppression, ailliction, and sorrow,”’ we

*Job 24 h,—3,—7, & 10.
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were supplied with salt-pork, bread, oat-meal,
and pease, in abundance. As we had long been
almost starved, our avidity for the food, which
was now before us, may more casily be im-
agined than described. ILet it suffice us to say,
that none ate sparingly, but all greedily. In-
deed some seemed, not only anxious to satis-
fy hunger, but determined to revenge for their
past sufferings. 'This sudden repletion of our
wants, produced the scurvy among the prison-
~ers, which threatened death to every one.—
Reiterated sighs and dying groans, now filled
our camp.
% To such an alarming degree, did this dread-
ful disease prevail, that many were obliged to
be removed to the hospital for relief; distress
sh.pervaded the whole body cf the
prlsoneﬁ,” and the citizens ¢f Montreal, a-
larmed, pﬁrbaf",{s for their own safety, seemed
to fecl _'.']Iiougb for our relief. But justice re-
quires T sh ;_,;d state, that we received. at this
_time, all that Kind httent tion,. which was due
to our w; “ebcheﬂ condition, and every favor in
the power of our keepers to bestow; swhile
abitants nifested a humane disposi-
ayed the generous feelings of
_;-._t,an,ﬂer compassion. In short, con-*
scious tha" they in truth, had all partially con-
tributed to increase our miseries, they seemed
to feel a relenting for their past miscomnduct,
which excited them to use their ulmaost exer-
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tion, to exonerate themselves from guilt, by
their subsequent good offices for our rehef _

They furnished us with green herbs, and
every thing which was adapted to our disor-
ders, or calculated for our comfort, and recov-
ery. DBy these means, our health was fully
restored ; gratitude and joy set smiling on ev-
ery countenance ; and songs of deliverance
dwelt on every tongue. Pain now gave place
to pleasure, sorrow fled as happiness ap-
proached ;: murmurs and complaints, which
had long been the universal cry, now were
heard no more ; and quietude was felt in ev-
ery breast.

After our recovery we were allowed the
privilege of a yard of some rods square, in ex-
tent, by which we were enabled g;c exercise
for the preservation of our health.
length, some of the prisoners made their es-
cape, which occasioned all the rest to'be put
into close confinement, and kept unﬂer lock
and key. We were supplied however, with
all the comforts of life, so far as our close
confinement would permit. €

In October, A. B). 1781, all the prisoners
were removed to an Island in the river St.
T.awrence, called ¢ Prison- I!laiﬁd,” ‘ab
tv five miles above the city ef ‘Montreal, and

cpposite to a place called Cateau du Lac.

Here we were furnished with a full supply
of wholesome food during cur confinement on
the Island. ' '
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This Island is situated a little below the
lake St. Francis, which is formed by a large
swell in the river St. Lawrence, and was con-
sidered a very eligible place for the coniine-
ment of the prisoners. Indeed it was thought
impossible that any person, destitute of boats,
should be able to escape without being drown-
ed, as the water run with the utmost ve-
locity, on each side of the lsland. We were,
therefore, allowed the liberty of traversing
the whole Island, which contained abeut twen-
ty acres.

Guarded by a company of refugees and to-
ries, possessing as ht‘le "humanity as patriot-
ism; and having long been the miserable suf-
ft,rers of a wretched captivity, and painful
imprisonment, mauy of the prlsoners attempt-
ed to ma.ke their escape by swimming down
ithe currenf; the distance of three miles. But
few succeeded, while some were drowned in
the hazardous attempt. 'The captain of the
guard, whese name was Mc Daniel, was .a
tory, and as totally devoid «f humanity and
generosity, as the Arvab who traverses the des-
arts of Africa. His conduct towards the
prisouners, was such as ought to stamp Lis
character with infamy and dleerrace. Cruelty
to the prisoners, seemed to be Lis greatest de-
light. I once saw oné of the priscners plange
into the river, in the-day time, and swim
down the current the distance of thiree mﬂ.es,

but was discovered by Mc’ Daniel, soon af-
G
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ter he started, who ordered him shot beiore
he should ever reach shore; but a Britich
soldier, possessing more humanity than his,
commander, waded into the river, and took
hold of the trembling prisoner, almost ex-
hausted, declaring ¢¢ if the prisoner was shot,
he would be likewise.” |

'The malignant disposition of Me’DBaniel,
and the invidious character of the guard, in-
duced the prisoners to seek opportunity, and
confront almest every danger, to effect their
escape. But time soon rolled away, till win-
ter approached, without bringing to our view
that propitious moment, which could afford
the slightest hope of success in the attempt.—
On the one hand, the eye of an implacable
foe was upon us, with rancour, malice and re-
venge in his bosom, and the implements of
destruction in his hand ; and on the other, the
rapid current c¢f the stream, threatened us
with death if we approached, while the foam-
ing billows, roaring in a voice like thunder,
Lid us beware !

Desperate, indeed, must be the attempt, for
any one, knowingly to plunge himself into
the jaws of death, to escape from trouble.

At the approach of winter, the ice below
the Ysland, rendeved it visibly and uiterly im-
possible to escape alive. We were, therefore,
ncw forced into submission, and had only to
consult tegether upon those measures, which
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should be most likely to promote our own hap-
piness, while we waited the return of spring.

In January, we were ordered by Mc’Dan-
iel to shovel the snow for a path, in which
the guard were to travel, while on their duty.

Regardmg the preverb of Solomon, as wor-
thy of our notice, that it is an honour for a
man to cease from strife,” we complied with
the demand ; thus sacrificing our rights on the
altar of peace. But now finding by occular
demonstration, the verity of a like proverb of
the same wise man, that ““every fool will be
meddling,”” we unanimously agreed to diso-
bey all similar orders, and every command
which should be afterwards given, eontrary to
right. We were not insnesible that the pris-
oner, though unable to defend, was possessed
of certain inaelianable rights, which we resolv-
ed to assert, and refuse obedience to the ty-
rant who should attempt to encroach wmpon
them. The time soon drrwed when duty
called us boldly to assert our r:f"hts s and man-
ly firmness forbid submission.

We were again commanded by Mc’Daniel
.to shovel the snow to make a path for the
guard to travel in; while they themselves had
nothing to do, but to wait our toil.  Disdain-
ing to become slaves, we had wuniversally de-
termined to reject their unauthorised servitude.
I therefore informed the infamous M ¢’Daniel,
what was our unanimous resolution, and teld
him, I feared less what he sheuld dare to do,

j
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than I did the consequences of yieldingto the
lawless requisitions of a petty tyrant. En-
raged at the opposition of the prisoners, to
his arbitrary commands, and more highly ex-
asperated agaiust me as the organ, he direct-
ed me fo be put in irons, and carried to the
guard-house. After uttering the meost dread-
ful threats, and horrid imprecations, and fiad-
ing I was not easily terrified, nor readily
forced to abandon my rights, he cavried his or-
der into execution, took me tothe guard-house,
put me in irons, and kept me there during the
whole day, iill nigh!, when he came and re-
peated his thieats, of torture and death, in
case I continced to refuse compliance. But
still finding me unmoved in my determination,
and that ¢ hatred stireth up strifes,”” he erder-
ed me to be kept in irons till nine o’clock at
night, without food, and then sentback to my
barrack.

"This was accordingly done, tho’ some
Dutchmen, terrified at my fate, consented to
bis requirements, and performed the service,
while I was confined in the guard-house. In
consequence of our refusal to comply with his
unjust and illegal demands, the mest severe
punishments and barbarous cruelties were in-
flicted upon the prisoners. \

““T'o revenge upon,” he said, * no prisoner
should be allowed to have a fire another night.
while they remained on the Istand.”
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Accordingly the guard came wmio our bar-
racks every night, with large qguantities of
snow, and put out all the fires, using as much

caution not to leave a spark unqueuched as
though the lives of thousands, and the wealth
of a metvopohs were at stake.

¢ Tho® seen, we lab~ur to helieve 1t true.”

W hat malice is manifest in the breasts of
those, who labour with diligence, and toii
with pains, to increase the misery of those
who are already wretched, and groaning iIn
sorrow !

Here we beheld the depravily of man.—
Here we could see the fulfilment of that pas-
sage of Holy writ, which declares, that ¢ be-
cause sentence against an evil work 1s not ex-
ecuted speedily, therefore the heart of the
sons of man is fully set in him to doewvil.”

Here we could behold a full display of the
seven abominations in the sight of Godj; ““a
proud look ; a lying tongue, and hands that
shed innocent blood ; an heart that deviseth
wicked 'immaginations, feet that be swift in
running to mischief; a false witness that
speaketh lies, and him that soweth discord a-
mong brethren.”” *

Her e we could see monsters in human shape,
~ feeding upon revenge. ¥or the labour which
they un.]ustl.y required of us, was not a tenth

G 2
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part of what they performed every mnight by
putt ng out our fires to punish us for noncom-
pilance with their tyraunical demands. But
possessing the spirit of freemen, we ¢ chose
rather to suller affliction,”” than to become the
slaves ¢f a set of despicable refugees and to-
ries, feeling assured that our afiliction would
afiord us more conssclation in the heur of re-
flection, than could be found in a servitude
imposed upon us by an infamous renegado.

As cur barracks were very cold, and open 3
and being scantily clothed, we suﬁ'ered O'rea,tly
for want of fire, to support which we were
willing to get wood ourselves. .= But our
keepers chose rathor to suffer pain themselves,
than to permit us to enjoy comfort.

Mc’Daniel, however, was called away, and
succeeded by orne Mc’Kelpin, in command.—
He was also a refugee, the son of a tory, and
had the appearance of a raw boy, not more
than eighteen or nineteen years old, whose
- very vissage portended evil, and bid the pris-
oners prepare for tronble.

His father, he said, bhad received very iil
treatiment from the American army, and he
had also sbared with his father in the abuse,
for not engaging in the rebellion against the
British government. As “the rod 1s for the
back of him that is void of understanding,”’
we doubted not the truth of his statement, nor
felt disposed to question, but that he received ve-
xy severe treatment. And more especially, wlen
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into censideration 3 for this, together wiih the
littleness of his mind, and the malignity of
his temper, will fur(,wr prove his want of pat-
riotism, and stamp his indignant character
with mfa,mv and disgrace, as 1011"' as evil shall
‘be had in remembrarnce.

Iis immature ago can be no palliation of
his crimes, nor admit of much Liope of his re-
“ormation, bv repuntanf‘e' for like all other
fools, ¢¢ he hated know tedge, and was wise in
his own conceit.””  Inheriting from his fath-
e-, all the gnalilies of a knave, and the cow-
ardice of a western Savage, who loosks for se-
curity from danger, in his own flight only, or
in the strength of his allies, he perveried the
power put iiito his hands to do good, used it
as a weapon of revenge, and an instrument of
cruelty. His paternal education, was, at the
best, toryism, perfectly congenial to his natu-
ral thposnmn.. In short, ¢ he was wise to
do evil, but to do good, ke had no knowl-
edge.”” His first steps towards tyranny and
oppression met no cpposition, as we wished
to enjoy peace, and were willing to yield a
portion of our rights to the enjoyment of so
invaluable a blessing. But our indulgence
served only to -stimulate him in the course of
revengeful tyranny, and he seemed the more

angry, as if ¢ couals of fire were heaped upen
his head.” |

tha station in which he was found, was taken
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Manifesiing a desire to meet with oppost-
tion, by using every exertion to provoke to
rage, he 01'{!61'(3{1 the prisoners to shovel the
snow from the door of his own house. As the
prisoners discovered in him a settled deter-
mination to pursue compliance with greater
and more grievous burdens, until he could
meet a refusal to comply, we resolved to re-
ject all farther encroachments upon our rights,
We therefore refused to obey his arbi‘lary
commands any lounger. As there was a fort
directly epposite the Esland, where a company
of soldiers were stationed, we feared the con-
sequences of a revolt, and could only refuse
our obedience, without making any actual re-
- sistance. "The prisoner te whom he address-
ed himself, possessed courage equal to the
most trying scene ; and choosing rather to suf-
fer an honorable death in defence of his rights,
than to endure an ignominious life ef captive
slavery, he met the infamous Mc’Kelpin
with firmuness and “intrepidity, altho’ he had
no prospects of any thing but to endure ex-
treme torture, if not death itself. And this he
was the more inclined to do, since it was the
avowed eobject of the infamous villain, “to
wreak his vengeance upon the unhappy pris-
oners, for injuries,” which he said he had re-
cetved from men, who were entire strangers
to us, and in which abuse he well knew we
took no agency, or even had any knowled"'e.
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When the prisoner refused compliance, Mc’-
Kelpin.came up with a bayonet, pointinzg di-
rectly at him, and throst it within a few inch-
es of lis bremst threatening to run him through

the heart if he d:d not immediatel ly complv.

Bat the prisoner, continuing firm in his ohsti-
nacy, replied with dauntless coura 1ge and delib-
erate cooluess, ¢ run me through if you dare,
I fear you not.” Enraged at ‘this reply, Mc’-
Kelpin repeated his threats with redoubled
vehemence, and infuriated madness, and a-
gain rushed at the prisoner with the greatest
viclence ; thus endeavoring to terriiy him into
submission to his will. But the p:lao*ler, with
all the appearance of a full sense of death,
and supported by tlie rectitude of his motives,
met Mc’Kelpin with manly firmness, and true
heroism ; putiing his hand upon his breast, and
telling “m inipertinent fugitive that << he had re-
solved to die, before he should yield obedienca
to the arbitrary commands of one whose nama
was synonymous with disgrace, and whose very
vissage bespoke the corruptions of a heari,
loaded with every thing that is requisite to fit
a soul to become an inhabitant of the re-
gions of blackness and darkness forever.”” Af.
ter repeating his threats and menaces, several
times, and each time receiving the most un-
gualified deniais from the prisoner, he procee(L
ed to punish all such as refused cempliance
with his request. He associated with thre: 1&,
the most daring oaths, and aw ful imprecations
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as if he would endeaver to establish his own
authority by manrifesting to the world his want .
of the,fear of God, and 2 disregard of every
thing that is good.

Like many of the present day, he appeared
to imagine that he should be thought to pos-
B€SS uncommon couragze, and power unhmlted
if he dared, openly, and without fear, to blas—
‘pheme the name of Him, who is the ruler c¢f all
peopie, of every language, tongue and nation.
KFinding all his threatenings in vain, and dis-
covering that no one would yield obedlence to
his rpqalrementb, forgetting or disregarding
the 1njustice of his c¢laim, and lost in the tor-
rent of anger and revenge, he came with a
guard of soldiers, possessing feelings in per-
fect coincidence with his own, and took the
defenceless, yet dauntless prisoner, whom he
had tl?eabene-l to run threugh with his bayo-
net, conveyed him to the barrack, which was
used for an ash-house, put him im irons and
left kim to suffer in the cold, the malicious
gratification of his malignant and revengeful
disposition, telling the innocent and unfortu-
nate victim c¢f his relentless fury that ¢ he
was glad he refused to comply w /ith his de-
mands, because he had long wanted, and had
anxiously sought epportunity to wre eak his ven-
geance on him, and gave the order to shovel
the snow from his own doer, for no other pur-
pose but to excite the opposition of the
prisouers, and thus find occasion fe puu-
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ish them, and at the same time take revenge
on them, for the abuse he had received from
the Americans.” He then proceeded to order
others to shovel the snow, and being still re-
fused compliance, he threatened and confined,
in the same manner as he did the first, until
he had collected together, and confined in that
cold barrack, the number of twenty one., who
were all hand-cuffed, and chained to the posts
of the Barrack.. 'T'his was in January, 1782,
when the cold was exceeding severe, and
hardly permitted acomfortabie seatby the fire-
side, or admitted of a lodging free from suffer-
ing in our closed barracks, with a large quan-
tity of blankets.

Here they were ordered to be kept, in this
barrack, with the windows and doors open to
the-wind and snow, all that day and the next
night. But most of them made their escape
to their own barracks before the next morning,
some with frozen Lands and feet, others with
their ears and faces frozen; and indeed all
having some part ¢f their bodies frozen, and
bearing the miserable tokens of their wretch-
ed sufferings. e ;

But their escape, notwithstanding the visi-
ble and abiding marks of their pain and dis-
tress, only exasperated the mind of the unfeel-
ing Mc’Kelpin, and so enraged the desperate
- villain, that he, the next day morning, se-
lected the same prisoners, and with a heart,
barder than adamant, and hands move cruel

s8¢
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than the grave; again confined them all in
irons, and Grdered tuem put into the cham-
ber of one of the barracks, there to be
¢ kept during that day, the next night, and the
Tollowing day, without provisien, any food, or
even a quld of tobacco!

Destitute of any clothing, excepting their
wearing apparrel, which was poor; confined
in irens, in a small cold reom, bhaving no food
<f any kind 3 deprived of a luxury whlch hab-
it had rendered necessary to preserve health,
and groaning under the severe pains of their
{rozen badma, their sufferings can not easﬂy
be immagined, far less described !

It was my h‘ippy lot, however, not to fall
into this number of miserabie sufferers of
human depravity, who were put into the
asn-house, and in the chamber. DBut the
sufierings which I have mentioned, were
only a prelude to more painful torments, and
er eater barbarities. T hey were taken from
{he barrack chamber, one by one, carried to
the guard-hLouse, and tortured in the most cru-
el manner. Some were surrounded with sol-
diers, armed with guns and baycnets, point-

ing dir ectls at them, and so near as to render .
the prisoners unable to move without being
pierced with the bayonets ; while the irfmous
Mc'Kelpin, whiped the priscners, and caned
them, tillhe had glutted his vengeance. Who

can describe the inhuman scene! to sce a pris-
oner,. the victim of cruelty and wretchedness ; |
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guiltless and defenceless; confined in irons
with his hands behind him: ready to faint for
want of food i greaning uuder the excrucia-
ting pains of his frozen limbsj; bathed in
blood which gushed from his mangled body 3
tears flowing from his eyes, in streams which
bespoke, in language more forcible than a
voice like tmmdu' as they trickled down his
frozen cheeks, the sorrovs of a heart swollen
with grief m.d racked with pain 3 I could say
with J ob, ““mineeye is also dim, by reason of
sorrow, and ail my members are as a shadow.”
OtLers of this unhapp) number were hung
up by the neck till nearly dead, while theu'
hands were confined In irons, and their faces
black with deaths; when they were taken-
down, and the irons, which had bound their
hands, jamed into their mouths till they were
filied with bload! Who could behold this, and
not weep and mourn for the depravity of
man left to himself! Who can witness a
scene like - this, without acknowledging, with
- self apphca,tmn, the truth of those words
which fell from our Sa, yar’'s lips, to the un-
- believing Jews, ¢ ye #@¢ of yvour father the
Devil, and the lusts off .yaue father ye w i1l
do.” . After enduring these he
and inhuman tortures, m(,ted b) men, pm-
fessing the principles of humanity, the unkap-
py suflerers were sent back to their harracks;
there to weep and bewail their miserable fate. -
Often have my cheeks been wet with tears of

. H
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commisseration, while my heart ached within
me, for these unfortunate sufferers of the unre-
strained vengeance of a depraved villain.—
Nor was 1 left to be reminded of their tor-
tare and distress, only by arecollection of the
pasts but my eyes ceuld witness the scars of
wounds 3 and behold the pale-faced visage of
death, abiding on the countenance of many,
which were treceived by the cruelties of this
horrid scene. And, alas!* I needed only to =
lcok at myself, and all around me, to remind -
me cf the woeful case of those, whose lot 1t is,
to fall into the hands, and become the victims
ef a revengeful tyrant; and suffer the wrailx
of a man totally devoid of mercy; unrestrain-
ed either by the authority of a superior, the
laws of his country, or the fear of God.
Doubtless, many will wear the marks, and
thus bear witness of his cruelty to their
graves.

Emaciated countenances, scars, and imped-
iment of speech, were the visible marks of
the savage and inhuman treatment, which
they received from the hand of Mc’Kelpm.
Let detestation be wrilten upon his character,
as legibly as the marks of depravity are to be
seen in his visace, and it shall be a lesson to
his posterity to Hee from iniquity, and follow
the path of virtue. e excelled in nothing
but cruelty and inhumanity : and was superi-
or te none, except in the most nefarious acts cf
iniquity, tyranny and oppression. His high-

'?r 'J"
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est ambition appeared to be, to ¢ heap up
wrath against the day of wrath,”” and prepare

himself to receive ¢ yvengeance duc to them

that know not God, and obey not the gospel
of our Lord Jesus Ohust who shall be pun-
ished with everlasting dcsh uction.”” He ap-

peared, involuntar 11\, to verify the truth of
the proverb, ¢ he that 1= soon angry, dealeth
foolishly, and a man of wicked devices is ha-
ted.”” OQOut of the abundance of the heart, he
publicly declared. ¢ that he had taken more
comfort in afilicting the prisoners four days,
than he had four years time previcus.”” "This
declaration requires no additional proof to
convince every mind susceptible of the least
sympathetic affection, that he was possessed of

no better disposition than the infernal spirits ;

and must be sufficient to stamp his name with
infamy ; and at the same {time, excite com-
misseration, in the heart of every fierson who
realizes it is by grace, and net by works, that
he 15 saved from f.lling into the like wicked-

e
s

ness. Nor let any man boast of his good

works, knowing it is t;lﬁc,glft ‘of God to pos-
sess charity.

When we review this awful, though faint
description of the condact of Mc¢’ ]\elpm, who
enjoyed the advantages of civilization, and
was favored with the joyful tidings of “peace
on eartiy and good will towards men 3”7 fiiled
. with anger and revenge, nature cries WIthin us
@irse the wretch.” Bat when the meekness

- -

“
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and pity ef the S avmur, in his dying agonies
upon; the shameful and accursed tree, ave
suffered to find a place in our bosoms, we are
led to ery with him ¢ Father forgive.”” And
though the conflict between revengoe and for-
giving mercy, be sireng; yet the latier will
surely prevail, whenever she is properly com-
manded, and led by the spirit of truth.

I would neot intimate that L have the power
of necromancy ; ner prefend {o possess  spir-
it of divination; but irom ithe auth miy cf
Holy writ, ¢ this is the poriion of a wicked
man with God and the heritage c¢f oppres-
sors, Wwhich they shall receive of the Al-

mighty.  Ef “his children be multiplied, it is
for the sword 5 and his offspring shall not he
~ satisfied with bread. "Those that remain of him
shall be buried in deathi; and his widows shall
not weep. Lhough he heap up silver as the
dust, and prepare raiment as the clay; he
may prepare it, bat ghe just shall put it on,
and the innocent shall divide the silver.” 1
shall therefore leave this great disturber of
péace, and oppressor of the afilicied, to re-
wlve from the hand of < Him, who does .all

things well,”” the pu.mshmenf due to his w:ck-
eduess ; or share in the mercy offered to the
truly pﬂmueat hoping that he may have al-
-ready, by deep repeniance, found forgiveness ;
or will before his death, if he is yet living,
laste the sweeiness of redeeming grad®
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He tarried not long on the Island, though

- mmuch longer than he was desired, when an-

other took his office, whose name I do not rec-

ollect, ‘who manifested a disposition for peace ;

est‘tbhshed good order; appeared to have a

regard to the laws of justice, humanity, and

benevo]ence ;s restored tranquility among the

prisoners, and reconciliation between them
and the guard.

Could I recollect the name of this person, I
would present him to the public as a charac-
ter worthy of imitation ; and as ¢ peace-ma-
kers shall be ealled the children eof God,” I
think I am authorised by the Holy scriptures
to call him by that dignified and heonorable {ti-
tle.

In the spring, compilaint was made to the
British prov mcml ggvernment, againstthe base
Mec’Kelpin, which resulted onlv in his exoclu-
sion from the service of the army, with dis-
grace. 'The long and successful rebellion of
the Colonies, had greatly éxasperated the Brit-
ish ; and Mc’Kelpin being a strong adher-
ent to their government, ln'--'z@tl to his majesty,;
and having been harshly tireated for his tory-
ism, doubtless the Court, by which he was tri-
ed, was strongly, though wunjustly biased in
his fav or, which greatly ameliorated his pun-
ishment.

Iu seed time, we were allowed the privilege
to sow garden seeds, and plant corn. This
gave us a plospect of being furnished with nai

- H 2
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only a more fall supply, but a greafer variety
of food. if it should prove our unhdp;‘} Jot to
be keptin confinement another ' winter.
It also gave the prisoners an opportanity to
use pmper exercise to prescrve health, and
prevent disease, a consideration of no smali
importance.  Bat, disaffected by wur former
treatment, and fearing that the afflictions we

had once received, would again be lapid upon
us, many chose to hazard their lives by an at-
tempt to swim .cown the rapids. Some thus
succeeded in making their escape, while others
enly plunged the mselves into. the jaws of
death ! -

"i'hiis caused the confinement of all whe
were lefi behind. 'The British now se! about
encompassing ecur barracks with picketls, ov
barricades, by seiting posts in the, ground ad-
joining each o 13 cé.,,d fastening them {togeth-

Blpcafr"f‘mnf" what they were about to do,
several of the _,1'15”81'3, among whom I was
myself one, resolved to make our®&ndeavors to
efiect our escipe, befeore they had completed
the barvicade, and encireled our camp, vhich
would deprive us of the liberty of the Island.
We s Jccnrdmgl v coilected some logs togzether
on the lower part of the Island for a mft car-

ried seme provisions for cur sustenance on the
way home ; secreted if near tbe logs; and @
an hour when we supposed all were ai resi,
we siarted, but had not gone far, wigR we es-
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. picd one of the soldiers upon the bank of the
river, employed in dressing some fish. We
then .retm'ne(l to cur harrnu\s.; Cur attempt
to escape now became known to some of our
fellow prisoners, by discovering cur absence,
who betrayed our objeet to eur keepers; thus
courting favor by the deeds of treachery.
Having these suspic iuns, we improved an op-
por umty to bring back our provisions:; and
- the next day gave proof that our suspicions
-were well founded; as they then went and
rolled all the fogs off that part of the Island.

We siill were determined to use every ex-
ertion, and watch for an oppertunity to eifect our
escape from cenfinement, while we saw their la-
bors to prevent us. We sought, but sought in
vain. Time rolled away till we found ocur-
selves inclosed with pickets, which rendered
it almost 1mpossible’ to make cur escape; as
we were not allowed to go without this inclo-
sure, unattended by the guard, aund that too
in the day time only.

We were allowed to go in the day time, at-
tended by one or twe of the guard, and hoe
our_gcorn and garden roots. But this af-
forded us o opportunity for escape, as it was
Imp%ﬂble to swim the current on " eéi-
the1 side f the Island, undiscovered by the

rd or the soldiers stationed. in the fort o
p%ite the fsland. 'T'he prisoners, as may “Lll
be suppesed, bhad long heen very uneasy, and
<igcentented 3 but as is usuall:, the oase, a

1
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sense of being confined caused still- more dis-
juietude in their minds, and excited an eager
lesire to be freed from bonda ze. .

"The yard, which was qurrounded by the
pickets, was about ten or fifieen rods' wide,
and nearly forty rods long, extending length-
ways of the stream. 'T'hey completed the
yard, some time in the month of July, A. D.
1782—Having encouragement of receiving our
discharge, by exchange, often held outto us;
and seeing little prospect of succeeding in the
hazardous attempt to escape from our confine-
ment, we long waited with great impatience
for the approach of that desirable-event, and
wholly neglected te use any exertion to gain
our hberty by flight. But we at length per-
ceived that their objeet in giving us repeated
encouragement of being exchanged, was only
to dally us with the fond hopes of soon seeing
better days, and thus amuse our minds with
fancied prospeots, while they should be ena-
bled to rivet our chains, or privately assassin-
ate some wundistinguished number of us. Of
this design, we had abundant proof, or at
least, of a disposition to abuse their power, by
rendering it subservient to the most despica-
ble actions, and wicked purposes. For find-
ing one of the prisoners alone in the evening
a gang of them took him, put a rope around
his neck, threatening to stab him to the heart
if he made any noise, and were about te hang
fiim, when one of the company, staring hlm._
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in th eface, with a tone of disappointment; cried
out, “0O thls is not the one.”  They then took
the rope off bis neck, and let him go.

"Tihis manifested to thé prisoners, either a
determination among the guard to waylay some
of us, or a wish to tritfle with their authiority,
by creating fear in our minds, and thus tor-

ent the aficted.

As we were sensible that the gaard, if dis-
posed, (which we litile doubted) might assas-
ginate ong or more of the prisoners, and con-
eigning the body to the waters of the river,
keep the transaction hid from the knowledge
c¢f any person who should- not be engaged in
the horrid deed, we were led ever ftcrwards
-to take the m'ec.mtion never to be found alone
in the dark, unarmed with a large scalping
knife, which we kept in our camp, ‘md which
‘served as-a dagger and weapon of defence a-
gainst a violent attack of nocturnal enemies.
Having long been flatfered with the prospect
‘of soon being sef at liberfy; and discovering
-an intention among the guavd privately to as-
‘sassinate some unluovwn number of us 3 3 weres
solved to make another atiempt to efiect our
escape, and thus free ourselves from ther bra-

tal tyrauny and unhallowed pretences.
*  We had once paid several dollars to one of
the guard to suffer us to pass through the gate,
should he find an opportunity ; but never had
the zeod fortune, even to see him again.
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The plan we adopted was in itself extreme-

ly precarious as to its success, and afforded so
little encouragement even to those who seem-*

ed to be most anxious to ebtain their freedom,
that few would engage in the enterprise; be-
lieving it would be a fruitless attempt to ob-
tain our object, which would enly cost us pain,
and bring upon us more sore trials, and far
greater afilictions.

Had we been confined upon the main land,
where liberty from the prisen, would have
afforded us a chdnce to retreat from danger,
“though we should be obliged even to pass
the gates of a city surrounded with enemies,
having our hands bound in irons, and our feet
fettered with chains, yet, our prospects of suc-
cess 1n our atiempt to escape, had still been
brighter than now presented to our view.—
Kor, then, our deliverance from prison might

have given us a passport to the wilderness,
|

free from danger; but now, our freedom from
those walls of wretchedness, incurred the pe-
nalty of death, which was annexed to our es-
cape if overtaken; and brought us to ¢ troub-
" led waters,”” which seemed to promise death
inevitable to all who should attempt to pass

the current, even with well fitted boats, while
we bad nothing in ocur power but logs, fasten-

ed together with ropes.

Our plan was to dig a passage under ground
that should extend beyond the pickets, which
stood about twenty feet from the ba%gk;z,m_

b Y
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It had been our practice during the summer to
hang up blankets around the bunks in which
we slept, to prevent the flies from troubling us,
\Wwhile we reposéd vpon our couch in the 'day
"time.

We new again hung up the blankets around
one of our bunks in a corner of the room, tho’
not to prevent being disturbed by flies, but to
hide ourselves from the face of ¢ serpents that
f' will bite without enchantment ; and a babler
which is no better.”

. Fearing the consequence of making our
object known to the prisoners generally, we
determined to keep it a profound secret to all,
except the number who belonged to our
room, consisting of twelve.

Accordingly, we took up the floor, both of
he bunk and barrack. and commenced dig-
|ging. If any of ocur fellow prisoners, or the
|guard, happened to come in while one was at
\work, others would drown the noise of his
|digging, by making some noise with a stick,
or with their feet, which was easily done—
ithout being suspected of the design.

We dug in a perpendicular direction, deep
>nough to have a horizontal course leave the
rarth between the barracks and the pickets; of
s puflicient depth to render it safe for the gunard
efo  travel over the hole, without breaking
phrough. | e o T
As they had dug a ditch along the Daek
ipide of the barracks between them and the

F
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pickets, in order to bank up the walls 0f the
bayracks, it became necessary for us to dig a
perpendicular course of considerable d._.pth,
before we conld dig horizontally, to prevent
any person whe might chance to travel in the
ditch, from breaking in, and discover our plan.

We had no other teol to dig with, except
a large Jack-knife; nor mdeed could we use
any bther instrnment with any advantage when
we come to dig iz a horizontal line, And like
the animal that makes his abode in the hosom
of the earth, hy digging a subterraneous pas-
sage to his aloom 1y cell, after we had dug a
quantlt‘y of earth 100‘58, g0 that we had no
room to dig more, we returned hackwards,
dvawing oy a-.,m*apm“'tn dirt we had dug, with
Uy hauflfs and arms, which we put uuder the
floor of the barracks.

Our progress, as musi readily be percelved,
was very slow § though some one of us kept con-
stantly dlogmg, e‘i(‘ept in the bours of sleep,
and time of taking veﬁeshment alternately fol-
lowing each chez’ in our turns ; baving a dress
prepared for {he purpese, which each one
wore, while at work in this dreary cavern,
whers we wers groping in darkness at noon
day.

tHere wo had an opportunity fo reflect zpon
our wretched condition, while our labour ii-
self witnessed our sufferings and disconient-
ment.  Here we could perceive the compara-
tive state of him, who spiritually ¢ walkethin

&
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darkness and hath no light.”” Here it might
indeed, with propriety e said, that silence
wept! ‘Ve succeeded, however, in the prose-
cution of our design extremely well, finding
no obstacle in our way iill we had dug under
the ditch, before mentioned, when a heavy
rain fell, and filled the dlteh full of water,
which soaked through the ground into our
subterraneous way, and filled the hole we had
dug completely fall. 'This was truly a great
misfortune, which dampened the feelings of
every one who had been engaged in the ardu-
ous undertaking.

As we had dug considerable distance, and
advanced nearly to the pickets; had toiled
with diligence, und' expended much labour, -
we were unwilling to relinquish the task, and
submit to the idea of continuing in bondage
another winter. And we were the more anx-
ious to pursue the undertaking, and effect our
escape, because the infamous MecEDaniel, of
whom I have spoken, had now returned and re-
sumed his command over us, wkich gave us
greater reason to fear that we should again be
-compelled to undergo those tertures, which he
had once inflicted.

Bat it now became impossible, any longer
to keep the matter secreif, as we had done.
We therefore made krnewn cur object to all
the prisoners, who were stationed in cur line
of barracks, and receiving their universal, and
respeciive promises, nct to divulge the cgcrf-*:

e
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to any of the prisoners, who were stationed
in the other line of barracks; although few
would assist us, considering it labour in vain,
we resolved to persevere in the plam, and, if
possible, effect our escape.

We now commenced dipping out the water
into a barrel, which we emptied into a ditch
that was made to convey our wash-water from
the barracks into the river. We dipped six
barrel’s full, and emptied it into the ditch;
besides a considerable quaniity which we put
into a clay-pit, under the barracks, where they
dug clay for their chimnies, and still there
was much left in our way.

The guard, no deubt, supposed we were
washing, or they would have suspeeted us.
Nor yet can I accouni for their stupidity,
while they saw we were in possession of such
a quantity cf water, which we brought out
of. without carrying into, our barracks.

We were now obliged to lie bal{ buried in
mud and water, while digging, which chilled
our bodies, benumbed our senses, and depress-
ed cur spirits.

To prevent being discovered, wlen we re-
turned from cur toil we were under the
pecessity of washing ourselves in a large tub
¢f water, which we had also placed behind
our blankets, that were hung up around our
bunk, as we now were for(,ed on account eof
the mud, tc enter upen our sublerraneous la-
bhour, entirely naked.
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Vain would be the attempt to give a descrip-
tion of my feelings, while at work in this
dreary e¢avern, twenty feet under ground,
wholly without clothing, half buaried in mud,
and strugling for liberty.

I was removed froey dll my friends and rel-
atives, the distance of more than three hnun-
dred miles, and placed upon an lIsland in the -
river, on both sides of which, the water
moved over the razyed rocks, with such ve-
locity, as to appe: ar white to the eye, like a
foaming billow, not less than three miles in
lenzth.  Here I was confined within the pow-
er, and exposed to the envy, malice, and re-
sentment of an implacable enemy. Shrouded
in darkness, in the bheart of the earth, wlere
light was unapproachable, my body lay in ‘the
mire, and my mind was overwhelmed with
sorrow ! If we refrained from digging, we
seemed to be threatened with deaj;h o1 eveq
side; and if we continued to dig, our pros-
pect appeared as melanchoily as the grave!
ffear and trouble were before us, whlle our
absence from the barracks, exposed us to the
danger of having our plan discovered, which
would be sure to bring upon us the most aw-
ful tortures, and perhaps even death itself.
We chose, however, to bazard cur lives in an
attempt to escape, though doubtful of suc-
cess, than to risk the consequences of Feinain-
ing in confinement. .
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When we arrived to the picket, we found
it was placed upon a large stione. We
then dug to the right, where we found anoth-
er, which formed an angle with the first—Then -
turning to the left, we also found a third. All
which, seemed to discourage my fellow la.
bourers, and led them entirely to give up the
object. But, being in perfect health, and in
good spiriks, myseli, I went in with a deter-
mination to remove one of these cbstacles, if
possible, befors I returned. Wehad, by this
time, made guite a large cavera near the pick-
ets, which gave me considerable chance, to
work. After labouring in this cold, dismal
place, during the space of twe hours, I suc-
ceeded in removing one of the stones out of
the Way, and to my great joy, I found, théht
‘the picket was hollow up a few inches above
the ground, which emmitited ligh! into this,
before gloomy, but now delightful place. X
could verily say with Solomon, ¢{truly the
light i1s sweet, and a pleasant thingit is to
behold the sun.”

I then returned, and informed my fellow
prisoners of my success, which occasioned
transports of joys; raised the desponding ; en-
couraged the faithless ; confirmed the doubt-
ing ; and put new vigour in every breast.

The work was now prosecuted in earnest,
and soon completed. Animated at the pros-
pect of gaining our liberly, the one who dug
last, yndesignedly, broke through the groun



CAPTIVE. 101

and rendered the hole visible ‘o any person,
who should happen to pass on the outside of
the pickets. It now became necessary to
devise a plan to secrete the hole from ‘the ob-
servation of the guard. ‘To effect this, Mr.
Belknap, one of our fellow prisoners, went to
the guard, and in a dissembling tone, repre-
sented to McDaniel, the lilfle prospect we
had of being exchanged; that we had long
been flattered, and as long waited with anx-
ious expectation, for the approac of such a
happy event; but finding orsétves disap-
pointed, we were foreced to “dm'ulou all hopes

of deliverance by exchange that" faif 3. that,

under these conmderatmn», the prisoners 'W..,re.
resolved to be contented, during their confine-
ment on the Island, till they should findithem-

selves actually set at liberty ; when all” thelr;‘

hopes would be swallowed up in the full Teui-
tion of the object we liad so long sought. Con-
sequently we desired the mduln‘ ce of an op-
poriunity to secure all our garden seegs, some
of which, such as lettuce and Imirc;tardy were
then ripe, and fit {o harvest, that we might be

enabled to s Pply ourselves with the like ap- -

ticles, the enswing year, should 1t be'sur un-
happy case, o remain on the Island anether
season. :

. Pleased with the idea’ that the prisoners

were resolved to be submissive (o his require-

ments, he readily ordered one of the guard to
io zo and atiend us while we bm.Leled our lﬂt-

I2
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tuce and mustard, Wwhose duty it was to see that
no one absconded « Having cut, and tied up,
in small bundles, ‘these veg etables, we pro-
ceeded to hang them up, so as to fill the space
between the plckets, and also place them over
the hole we had dug, to hide our escape from
the sight of the sentinel, who walked over the
hcle, between the pickets and the barracks,
in which we were stationed. 'This, we ac-
complished, while ocur unsuspecting attendant
was lounging about, at a distance from us.

Iiere we beheld an example of selfishness,
discontentment, fear and deception, actually
assuming the appearance of honesty, content-
ment, and submission.

Knowing that we must seperate ourselves in-
to small companies, and take different rafts,
in order to render our passage down the rap-
ids more safe; we now made choice of cur
associates, to pass the dangerous scene before
us. I associated myself with WilliamClark,
of Virginia, John Sprague, of DBallston New-
York, and iSimeon Belknap, cof IRandolph,
Vermont. We had prepared some food for
our sustenance on the way, by taking a quan-
tity of flour, and mixing it with melted butter,
which we put into a small bag, made for the
purpose. We also had a little saxt-pork and
bread, together with some parched corn, and
black pepper.

Those of us who had been engaged in diz-
ging, had previously furnished ourselves with



ropes, by cutting our blankets into sirings,
and twisting them together; while those whe
had believed our attempt to be vain, and fool-
ish, had neither provided themselves with
provisions, ropes, or materials for a raft, and
were, therefore, unable to improve the oppor-
tanity which now presented to effect their es-
cape.

But they could not forbear collecting in
small companies, and whispering together, to
devise plans for escape, which raised suspi-
cions in the minds of the guard, that the pris-
cners were entering into some plot either to
make their escape, or to raise a mutiny in the
camp. Under these apprehensions,  which
took rise, from no other source, but from the
conduct of those who had been made privy to
our undertaking, and would neither assist us
in the work, nor prepare themselves to make
their escape, McDauniel ordered that ¢if any
prisoner should Le found attempting to make
his escape, or be guilty of any misconduct,
that night, he should not be spared alive.”

We commenced digging on the twenty
fourth day of August, A. D. 1782, and hav-
ing dug a passage under ground, the distance
of twenty two feet and a half; with no other
tool but a Jack-knife; on the night of the
tenth of September follonO' after wailting
till nine o’clock, when the roll was called, and
all was still, we tied our ropes to our paﬂks,
and crawled out, drawing our packs after us.



I was preceded by six of my fellow pris-
oners, who, after crawling throuc*h the hole,
which was nearly haif ﬁlleai with mud, made a
path in the grass, as they crawled down the
banks of the river, which resembled that of a
log having been drawn through the mud.

The moon shone bright. 'The sentinel was
walking directly across the hole, just as I was
about to crawl out, when he cried out, “all’s
well”> 'Theught I, % be it so, coniin. the
cry if you please.” Ay head at this time
was not more than a yard from #Ais feet. L
crawled on, and was fuollowed by abouttwen-
ty more, who were our fellow labourers.

As we had been allowed to .go out of our
inclosure, in the day time, to hee our corn,
and garden roots, and get our wood, attended
by one of the guard, we had improved the ep-
portunity, and selected some logs for a raft, to
which we could go without difficulty. Clark,
Belkunap, Sprague and myself now separated
ourselves from the rest of the prisoners, and
remained together, sharing equally inall the suf-
ferings throuﬂ'h wmch we were called to pass.

We took a 11"0'3 scalping knife with us, and
a pocket PR Daxas, together with a tinder-box
and fire-works. We rolled a large log into
the river, on the upper part of the north side
of the Island, on each side of which, we pla-
ced another, then putting sticks across both
ends of them, underneath, and on the upper
side, opposile each other, we tied all of them
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togethor with our blanket-ropess and fasten-
ing our packs thereon, which contained our
provision, &c. we then sat, one on each cor-
ner, and set sail down the raplds

Death in her most frightfal form, now
seemed to threaten us, and the foaming bil-
lows, pointed us to a watery grave! Guided
only by the current; sometimes floating o-
ver rocks, sometimes buried in the wa,ter,
with little hope of again being carried out .
alive ; we passed down the raging siream,
with the greatest rapidity 1maﬂ'mable, cling-
ing to our I'w"s respectively ; sensible taat, un-
der the udance of Divine valdenue, our
only & cround of hope rested in cur adhesion to .
the raft.

We passed down the river about nine
miles, when we were enabled to reach shore.
We landed on the north side of the river,
about two hours before day, with not a dry
thread in our clothes, chilled with the cold,
and trembling with fesar. Qur bread had all
washed to a Je.ly and rendered wholly unfit
to eat. INone of our provision remained fit to
carry with us, except a little parched corn,
which was 1n a small wooden bottle, some
salt-pork, and our buttered flour, which we
found to be water-proof. Our compass, was .
also rendered useless, which was indeed a
great misforiune to us, as the want of it pro-
tracted our journey through the woods, many
days. We marched up The river till day-
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break, when we discovered that we were near
the fort ocpposite the Island. = We then turn-
ed north into the woods, which ledus into a
swamp, where we encamped under some old
tree-tops, that had fdlen together, about one
mile from the fort, which formed no shelter
from rain, but merely hid us from our expect-
ed pursuers. We plainly heard the report of
the alarm guns, on the morning of the 11th ef
September, which announced to us the discov-
ery ¢f what had cost us great pains, and evin-
ced, to:all who should behold the place, our
love of liberty, and resolution to obtain it.
We remained under these tree-tops, three
days and two nighis; without going ten
rods from the place. Having nothing to eat bat
salt pork, parehed corn, and our buttered
flour, together with a few kernels of black
pepper, fur the want ¢f which last, I think we
must have perished ; as it rained with a mix-
ture of snow, every day and night, sufficient-
ly to keep us completely wet all the time.
Having been 30 harshly treated by the Brit-
ish, and knowing that ¢ coufidence in an un-
faithful man in time of trouble, is like a bro-
ben tooth, and a foot cut of joint ;” we resolv-
ed to make ourselves known to no one. And
like the Ishmaelites of old, while we had rea-
son to suppose that every man’s hand was
against us, we were determined to put our
own hands againt every man who should
gome in our way. |
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- Destitute of {ood sufficient to supply us
{hrough thle lonzg woods we were to pass, to
reach our homes 3 we were determined to re-
plenish our siores, before we erossed the river
St. L.awrence ; as there were but fow settle-
ments en the south side of the river, in that part
of the country. We were, therefore, under
the necessity of staying about there, till they
had done searching for us.

On the night of the third day afier our es-
cape, we ventured to take up our march, and
travelled till we came to a stream, which we

upposed emptied into the river St. Lawrence
at the fort; but we afterwards found it to Le
only a branch of that stream. ¥ waded into
it, and found it was so deep, that we could
not ford it. I thercfire returned, and we en-
camped for the night. Our sufferings this
night were almost insupportable: as it wasa
cold frosty night, and we were whelly expos-
ed. Lhaving nothing about us, except what was
completely wet; without a sheller, and desti-
tute of fire. |

On the morning of the 14th, benumbed, and
chilled with the cold, we found a place where
we forded the stream, and travelled till we
came (o another, and by mistaking the former,
we suppesed this to empty itself into the river,
above the fort. We followed the current of this
stream, till about dark, when we camé insight of
a settlement. After wa.ltmo' till about nine o’-
clock at night, we ventured to approach a lit-
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- tle nearer, when to our utier astonishment, we
heard the drum beat, which gave us assuranee,
that we were near the forf. Finding ourselves
so near, we concluded to cross the stream at the
.nearest fording place. 1In passing off, we
- went through the commanding cofficer’s garden,
-and I pulled up a hill of his potatoes, and
carried them along with me.

We then went inte the road, and followed
up the river St. Lawrence about four miles.
We had not proceeded far, however, before
we came to a boat, lying at anchor, in the riv-
er, near the shore. I waded in towards it till
I heard men in it, snoring in their sleep, when
I quickly made my retreat. We then went
on, till we came to the house of a Frenchman,
as we supposed by his speech, who, just as
we came up, opened the door, and hailed us.
Turning into his lot, we went to his barn,
and endeavered to find some creature to kill.
We found one cow. As we were approach-
ing towards her, two large dogs came at us
with great rage, and barking mest furiously,
appeared to be determined to bite -us. The
old Frenchman 2gain came to the door, and
hailed us. Fearing that scidiers might be
quartered there, we retreated as fast as we
could, keeping an eye wupon the degs, and
swinging our staves at them, fto Kkeep them
from biting us, while the old ¥renchman,
waa trying to set them on. The ground was
Jescending as we retreated, and while we
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were all moving together very fus{, having our
eyes partially turned upon the doms, we ran
against a fence, slightly laid up, ‘and threw
dewn many lenoths, which made such a rat-
tling, that it terrlﬁed the dogs, and immedi-
atel put them upon their retreat; as much
aﬁ'rlgted as they had been outrageous.

"Trembling for our safety, we kept in the
fields, back of the street, while the dogs con-
tinued their batkm_,, as if determined to a-
rouse our enemies from their slumbers, and
cause us to be taken. 'They succeeded; at
Jeast, in exciting all the dogs in the neigh bor
hood, to engage in the general alarm; and
seemed anxious to maintain a constant cci;.o,
in the surrounding atmosphere. "T'hey were
busily employed, at every house, and some-
times In great earnest, as we passed along,
the distance of several miles.

At length, we came to a number of cattle,
in a field, not far from the road ; among which,
we found a two year cld heifer, very tame,
and in good flesh.

We hLad long been lurking abeut, waiting
for the agitatien of the publlc mind to abate,
that we mighkt have opportunity, to obtain
some provision, before we eniered into the-
wide wilderness, through which we vere ex-
pecting to pass: and as the favored mo sent had
neow arrived, we agreed, that Belknap ¢honld go
in search of a boat to convey ug over the
Lake St. Francis, near which we found the

o K
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cattle 3 that Sprague. should stand with our
scalping knife, to defend agzinst every foe s
while Clark and myself should kill the heif-
er, and procure a guantify of meat. DBy the
help of a little salt, I soon succeeded in cateh-
ing the heifer; and taking her by the horns
and nose, I instantly flung ber down, when
Clark cut hker throat with a large jack-knife 3
and not waiting for her te die, or even spend-
ing time to <kin hers; we fook off 2 gammon,
and lef. her bleedieg. RBelknap had now re-
turned, and informed us, that he had found a
boat, to which we Immediaiely resorted, ecar-
rying with us gur unskinned beef, the Dbooty
we had deshved for many days; leaving the
owner cf the heifer to secek his recompense,
where he could find it: willing, however, he
shhould share with us, in histbeef, by taking
what we left.

We were not insensible, thatif le was a
British suhject, we had abvudantly compen-
aated his loss, to his government, by our own
starvation ; or if he were a fiiend to the unfor-
tupate, he could not lament his less, since he
bad thus far contributed to feed the hungry,
without even knowing what his right hand
did. MNor, indeed, did we trouble ourselves,
while we ruminated upen the affair, concern-
uing what might be the cegitations of the own-
er, since we had cbtained the meat, and
thus answered oy own purpose.



. £

CAPTIVE. 111

Having entered the boat, with all our bag-
gage ;3 the moon shicing brights we set eout
upen the Lake. steering for the south shore.
We had advanced but little distance, when a
breeze arose from the north-west, and drifted
us ahead with great violencej every wave
dashing the water into eur boat.

It mow bhecame necessary that two of us
should dip the water from our boat with our

-hats, as fast as possible ; while the other two,

rowed for the 'shore with the greatest exertion.
'The wind increased. The boat was fast filling,
in spite of all we could do. Ivery wave, to
human view, brought us by rapid strides to
the arms of death, and presented to us a wa-
tery grave. Bat, through the wonderful good-
ness of the Great Preserver of men, we suc-
ceeded in landing, just as cur boat bad fiiled
with water. Having fastened it to the shore,
we went into the woods, struck up a five,
skinned our beef, and cat it into thin slices,
which we partially roasted on sticks by the
fire, and then lay down to sleep. 'This was
the first time we had been to any fire, after we
feft Prison Island. We had lain cecreted in
bushes, and old tree-tops; wanderved in the
darkuess of the night, exposed to the inclem-
ency of the weather; forded streams of wa-
ter up to our necks; coastantly, and complete-
17 wet; hungry, and chilielwith eold s filled
wi'h fear and anxiety for our @ safety, du-
ring the space of four days, aund five nights,

Vo g
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including the night in which we made our es-
cape.

Destruction and misery, cften fypeared in
our way. Death frequently stared us in the
face, threa,tbning to make us his prey, but
seemed to be held from falling upo Lis, by
the finger of God.

On the .morning of the 45th thy of Sep-
tember, (thd 5ih afier we escaped;) suppo-
sing we had landed upon an Island, we began
to seek how we should get off, Wiﬂwut being
discovered by the H}hdbluful s on the northern
shores of the Lake, or by those who might
happen fo be upon the waters.” Happily,“ve
found, by tra.vellmo' into the woods, that we
were upon a penmsula, jeined to the main
land, by an isthmus, not meore than eught or
ten fecet wide. 'This was a circumsiance,
greatly in our favor; as we should otherwiss
wave been under the necessily of exposing
cuv%e ves to the view of our enemies ; or wait-

4 fir the night to cover our escape.

T Ve now sot out, direcling our course near-
1y south-east, for the American fort, at Pitts- -
ford, a town situated on Otier Creek, In the
western part of the Siate of Verment.

Our companion, HMr. Clark, had been much
accustomed to traveling in the woods ; having
been engaged in the business of surveying, in
the western part of the United States, at the
time he was taken by the Endians. We there-
fore, cliose him to be our leader through the

-2
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wildernzis, and our pilot to a more favered
counfry.

We travelled all the first day, over low,

marshy land, timbered with cedar, ; but were
unable to find any water to (ll‘l!h{, either In
running brooks, or by digging; for the want
of w ve suflered much, I)elno' thn"'sty, as
wcll'as‘dp vy, and greatly fatig: aed?’ Wishing
to escape the \'1g|lam,u of our expected pur-
suers, we travelled with great speed; which,
together with our living on flesh alone, doubi-
less occasioned a far greater degree of thirst,
than we should have feli, had we been sup-
plied with bread. The next day, we found
water in great plenty. We crossed wmany
streams of considerable size ; some by fording,
although of such depth as to reach to our
shoulders ; others we crossed by makiug a
small rafi, sufficient to bear one of us, with
our baggagze ; while the ether three stiripped,
and, hanging by one hand to the raft, swam
by her side.

After wandering in the wilderness, during
the space of ten days ; sometimes progressing
on our journey ; sometimes lounging in sus-
pense, d:zmbtmU which course te take and
waiting for the clouds to be @isperled, that the
sun ml.g;ht appear to enlighten .our path, and
guide our way; we arived at Linkce Oham-
plain 3 with our clothes nearly toern from eur
bodies ; emaciated with hunger, and fatigaed
with the daily toil, ‘1112(1 long dt..prwa,hou of

2
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the comforts ef civilized life. Daring these
ten days, we saw no other human being: nor
heard his volce, beheld his foot-steps, or
the works of his hand. We lived almost whol-
1y on flesh, like the carniverous race, and like
iiem reposed upon the ground; equa,llv fear-
ing the face of man ; suspicious of Qi esign,
and dreading his approach, as we did the in-
strament of death.

While we one day, lay encamped* by the
fire, wailing for the appearance of the "sun,
we were aroused from our sleen, by the sup-
posed report of a musket. Ignorant c¢f the
source wience it came, and fearing to make
immediate flight, lest we should flee into the
hands of our enemies, we prepared ourselves
to march, and were endeavoring to espy the
- foe, when _a similar noise, preccedu g from
the bursfing of a stone, heated by the fire, re-
lieved cur minds from fear, and fiiled our be-
scrms with joy, at the happy disappointment
of expected danger.

Soon after we arrived at I.ake Champlain,
we found a part of an old flat-bottom beat,

which we fitted up for the purpose of convey-
ing us across the Lake, by lashing a log on
each side, with bark and withes.

At about sunset we went aboard, and set
sail to cross the Lake. We had proceeded
nearly half way acress, when the wind arose
against us, and bafiled all our exertions to
proceed farther.  After labouring till about
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‘midnight without success, and fearing we
should be taken by thke Bl‘ltl'-sll, if we remain-
ed on the water till light, we concluded to row
back to the shore we left, and relinquish the
idea of crossing the Lake that night. We
had continued upon the water, till a tempest
arose, and the wind blew from various direc-
{ions, shifting its course every few minutes ;
aad our atrenwth had become zlmost exhaust-
cd being famt for want of food, insomuch
hat we could hardly move. We laboured
W lbll diligence, and with all our might, till
day-bleak, having nothing to use for oars ex-
cept such sticks as we found in the woods, and
prepared for the purpose, with a jack-knife.
We were now enabled to reach the same shove
from which we started, though several miles
farther north. Oar clothcs were complelely
vet, and our strength so far gone, that neither
of us could scarcely go.

In this wretched state, stupified and chilled
with the cold ; so faint and tired that we could
'hardly move, we crept a few rods into the
woods 5 built a fire, and laid down upon the
g,round

I never suffered se much fatigue, in the same
- space of time, in my life, as 1 dld thlb night ; nor
would L have believed I could endure as much,
~with so little strength, without perishing. - L.m-

uage is too feeble to express, nor can ima-
o-mzmn conceive the sufferings we unden\ ent,
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We had now but little provision left, and
were compelled to cartail cur former allow-
ance, so that we shonld be enabled to subsist,
and continue our journey, tiil we could reach
the desired country.

Having rested from the wearisome and

fruitiess labors of the night, till nearly sun-set
the next day, we resolved to travel cn the
west side of the Lake, tili we should come to
a narrow place, where we could well hope for
success in an aitempt to cross. We resumed
our march and traveiled a few miles that night,
then camped down, and waited for tiie morn-
1ng.
. The next day, we came to the river S‘tra-
nac, which empties into Lake Champlain, at
a place, now called Plattsburgh, in the State
of New-York. We heard the noise of the
British, engaged in chopping, a few rods up
the river, whﬂe we crossed 1t between them
and the Lake, not far from its mouth.

After we crossed »the river, we travel-
ied a small distance, and encamped for the
night, in a valley, which was in the form of a
bason. - We followed up the Lake, upon the
western shore, crossed Duck Creek, Itiver-au-
Sable, Salmon River, and Gilliland’s Creek 3
when we came to a place, called Spht IRock,
where the Lake is narrow, which afforded us
a prospect of succeeding 1f we attempted to
eross. We then went to work to build a rafi,
and wiile engaged, a liitle before sun-set, es-
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pied a Briiish armed vessel, making toward
us from the south. We Went into the bushes,
and lay secreted from their view, though they
were so visible to us, that we could see their
red coats and even count the buttons upon
them, while they sailed around at a small dis-
tance from us, apparently for amusement, and
then returned again to the south, out of our
sight, without dlscovermg us.

"We then went to work, completed our raft,
at dark, set sail across the Lake; and safely
-landed iha few hours at a place now called
Charlotte, in the State eof Vermont. We
were, however,.« ignorant, at that time, both
of the name of the place, and of 1ts local sit-
uation. Being yet in a strange wilderness, we
knew not which way to direct our course to
reach inhabitants. Indeed, all that prompted
us to go forward, was the information we had re-
ceived, that there were settlements ncar some
part of this IL.ake. But we were wholly 1g-
norant, what way to take, that should enable us
to find them. Supposing ourselves to be between
the mouth of Onion RHiverand Otfer Creek, wa
concluded to steer a south eastdirection, which
we supposed would bring us to Pittstord fort.
We travelled into the v.oods a few rods, and
lay down for the night. In the morning we
‘Tesumed our march, and had not gone far, be-
foke we came to an old log house, which had
dong been abandoned, and by the long contin-
uance of tha wax, had become greatly decayed.
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We, however, found a fow beans, which
had probably been there a number of years,
and-were covered with mould. As our pre-
vision was mostly gone, and we were extremely
hungry., we took, and parched them as we
would corn by the fire, which gave some rel-
ish to the twigs, roots and i)ﬂrneq, that had
already, for somé days, composed eur princi-
pal food

Our clothes were almost torn from our man-
gled bodies, by the bushes, logs, and trees;
“and the bloed that gushed from our naked,
and worn out feet. witnessed, in every track
we made, the pains we suffered.

Parts of our stockings still remained about
our feet; and having a needie, but no thread
with us, we raveled off the tops of them and
‘sewed our tattered rags together as much as
possible, to defend our bodies from the inclem-
ency of the weather.

Our daily allowance of the food we brought
with us from Prison Island, was now reduced
to about an inch sqguare of salt pork, and as
much of ouar buitered flour, as we could twice
put upon the point of a large jack-knife. We
had eaten all our beef and parched corn.

We dug roots, of varions kinds, and eat
them. tc"'v ther with birch and other tngs.

Spikenar rl roots, which we roasted by the fire,
comprised the greatest pari of our. Sulranfiiﬁi_ .

We found sm*eral small frogs, wluﬁh ki

2q and eatf, with great delight. Bai E-'wid
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find only & fow of them, though we searched
diligently. Their meal tasted exceedingly
sweet and delicious. We also found means
to catch several small fish, from a little rivu-
let, which we crossed; but could not obtain
more than two or three, although we spent
much time, and used every exertion in our
power.

Some time after we had dressed our fish,
and -had advanced considerable distance, we
espied a bear upon a tree, a fow rods ahead
of uws. We hastened to the foot of the tree
in view of killing hker as she descended, by
stabbing her ' with our large scalping kunife.
Bat on examination, we found the knife was
| left, at the place ¢f dressing the fish, which
frasirated our plan, and blighted our hopes of
| obtaining any meat. .
~ Disappointment was now added to henger
and distress, and our faint, and wearied bod-
ies, were hardly able to support the dreadful
- weizght of sorrow, which hung over our minds.
| We, however, continued to keep a south
east course, till we reached the top of the
modiitains, lying between Onion River, and
Otier Creek ; when, looking back, we counld
sce the Lake, In fair view. Being so faint
for want of food, that we could hardly step s
and seeing no prospect of obtaining any, it
seemed as if death must be our inevitable fate.
We had travelled seven or eight days, apnd -
subsisted the whole time, mosily  upon ﬁh + &
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spontaneous productions of the couniry. 'The
season for berries was nearly gone, though
we were able to find some.

Our npatures seemed to waste aways; and
leave nothing but death, to stare us in the
face. Winter was fist approaching, while we
were almost naked, destitute, and forlern. O
the wrefched (‘O“ldltl()ll of those whose lot it is
to be cast into the wilderness, and left to wan-
der upon the dark mountams of despair! 1
could feelingly adopt the langunage of Job, and
cay ¢ 'Terrors are turned upom mej; they
pursue my soul as the wind ; and my welfare
passeth away as as a cloud. When I looked
for good, then evil came unto me; and when
1 waited for light, then came darkness. I am
a brother to draggons, and a companion to
owls: for I have eaten ashes like bread, and
‘mingled my drink with weeping.”

Had we seen any prospect of soon ﬁndmg
the house of a friend, or of obtaining provis-
ion, in any other way, before we should ar-
rive among inhabitants, we could not have
denied ourselves, at once to eat the little pro-
vision we had in our packs, while we sufler-
ed so much by hunger en cur way.

The barren mountains, and rocky cliffs of
Bristcl, Ripton and Hancock; the dismal
plain of € i ataugua, and the waters of Cham-
plain, witnessed the cries of our sufferings ;
while our steps traced in blood the dmtre-n
we endured.

e
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~ We wandered from mouantain to mountain,
and from valley to valley, keeping at a dis-
tance from the Lake, lest we should fall into
the hands ¢f the British, who had command of
the Lake at that time. Sorrow, hunger, and
bitterness of soul, were our constant attend-
ants through the day; and the approach of
the night only mcrea,sed our miseries, and
multlphed our sighs and groanings !

Though we slept it was for trouble; and
if we contmued to roam the wilderness, we
found no comfort, and our strength failed. 1If
we slumbered, it was upon the brink ef the
grave, and it weuld not feed us. WY hile our
hunger increased, our hopes of relief grew
dim.

Seeing no prespect of ever finding the hab-
itations of friends, our companions, Clark and
Sprague, like the lepers of old, ¢ said one to
another, Why sit we here until we die?” If
we say we will pursue our journey, ¢ we shall
die, and if we sit still here, we die also.”
They therefore resolved to return to the Lake,
if they could get there, and deliver them-
selves wp into thie hands of the British.

They were both possessed of true courage,
and a noble, generous spirit.  But they were
wholly 1ﬂ'n0rant of the country, east of Lake
Champlam, and consequeuntly had less to en-
courage them, than Belknap and myself. They
“ were unwilling,”” said they, ¢ that we should
€ither return, or remain with them, if we

L
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eould ever reach inhabitants. But te ge for-
ward, was apparent death, even if inhab-
itants might be found by two or three day’s
travel ; as we are so weak we can hardly go,
‘and still growing weaker.”” 'They requested
us to leave them to be food for wild beasts, or
a prey to an exasperated foe. But the ten-
der feelings of human sensibility forbid us to
leave them ; and Belknap and myself, per-
suaded them to persevere, and remain with us
to the end, by dealing out to them, an extra al-
lowance of provision, on condition .that I
should take the lead, and be their pilot, to
which I consented.

it being nearly night we encamped till morn-
ing 3 when we concluded to change our course,
and steer nearly a south southwesterly direc-
tion. We travelled on moderately, fearful of
the event, till about meoon, when, being some
rods forward of my companions, I was so for-
tunate as to come to a road. Of this I notified my
languishing companions, famishing with hun-
ger, and groaning under the weight of their
wretchedness, whieh occasioned transports of
joy, gladdened their hearts, and invigorated
their boedies 3 yea it ¢“ shed happiness around
us. and banished misery before us.” For we
could say, with David, that we had ¢ wander-
ad in the wilderness, in a solitary way ; and
found no city to dwell in. Hungry and thirsty
our seouls fainted within us. 'Then we cried
unte the Lord, in our trouble, and he deliver-



CAPTIVE. 123

ed us out of our distresses, and he led us forth
by the right way that we might go to a city of
habitation.””

Animated with the prospect of soon finding
inhabitants, we travelled on the road with joy
and delight. Our hopes of again seeing our
friends, became brightened, and our expecta-
tions greatly strengthened our weak and trem-
bling limbs. We soon came in sight of an
old horse, and an old mare with a sucking
colt by her side. As they were In a valley,
some distance from the road, we concluded
not to go after them, hoping soon to find in-
habitants, where we should be enabled also te
find friends, who would lend the hand of charity.
‘We therefore travelled on, and soon came te
a stream, but could not determine whether it
was Otter Creek, or only a branch of it.. If
it were a branch, we knew we ought to fol-
low the current, till we came to the Creek.

But to follow the current of the Creek itself,

would lead us directly to the Lake, where we
should be exposed to the British.
We however, thought it most prudent to

follow down the stleam, soon came to its mouth

and still were left in doubt, whether the
siream, into which the first we discovered,
emptied itself, was Otter Creek, or some
ether branch.

As it began to draw near sun-set, a.nd see-
g no proepect of finding inhabita; that
night : we resolved to retarn to the “place
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where we came to the first stream ; having there.
found the walls of an old log house. “Clark
and myself, went and procured the horses and
eolt; while Belknap and Sprague struck up
) ﬁre, and built a2 camp.

Having returned with the horses, and confin-

ed them in the ¢ld log house, we killed and
dressed the colt; and roasted some of the meat,
upoen sticks by the fire, and eat it and surely
¢ it was pleasant to the taste.” Indeed I
never ate a,n;y meat ef so delicious a flavar, al-
though without bread, salt,’** or sauce, of any
kind.

'The next morning we staried with ocur old
horse, and coltless mare, and travelled till af-
ter the middle of the day, when we came to
ilie place we passed about noon, the day pre-
ceeding. We were confident it was the same
place, by finding some spikenard roots, which
we had thrown away soon afler we found the
road.

Beinz lost, and knowing not whether to
turn to the right hand, or to the lefi; having
obtained a new st pf)ly of meat, by which we
had been much refreshed 3 :md as the sun had
been invisible to us for several days, we con-
cluded to tarry there through the day, and en-
camp for the night; lmpln,, the sun would rise

*We bronzht a small quantity of ealt from Prizon
Island, but lost the principal part of it, in pa-sing
down the rapids. The remainder, we gave to (he heif-
er we kiljed, and tnok her gamman in exchasage.
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ciear the next morning, which would enable
us the better to determine what course to take.

While we were patroling about the fields,
which appeared to have been unoccupied, and
but partially cultivated during the long war ;
we found a large yard of turnips. |

‘We then prepared our camp, buill a fire,
and having procured some turnips, kept con-
tinually roasting them suctessively, during the
night ; first sleeping a little, and then eating;
thus alternately refreshing ourselves by sleep,
and eating colt-meat with roasted turnips, till
the approach of day. As we had long lived
upon the spontaneous growth of the wilder-
ness, and had not only been almost entirely
destitute of bread and meat; but wholly de-
prived of every cultivated vegitable; we were
conscious that it would be injurious, and even
dangerous, to eat immediately all we might
crave for the night.

We therefore chose to satiate our huanger in
a measure, by piecemeals, while we truly
feasted upon that kind of fare, which was un-
doubtedly, of all kinds of food, the best a-
dapted to our wretched condition, and craving
appetites. 1In the morning, the sky was clear,
and the sun rose to every one of us, directly
in the west. We now discovered the cause of
becoming lost; and feeling much refreshed
and strengthened, we took our horses, and di-
rected our course according to the sun, diamet-
rically against our owan ideas of the true point of

L 2
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eompass. We had not proceeded far, when we
came to three other horses, which we took,
leaving the old mare for the benefit of the own-
er.

After travelling till about noon, we came to
a man, chopping in the woods. Seeing us all
on horse back, with bark bridles, and no sad-
dles 3 having on coats made of Indian blank-
ets, which were all in rags; with beards an
inch long, and ecach one of us armed with a
eudgel 5 the trembling wood-cutter, stood in
drea(if.ll awe, with his axe raised above his
shoulders ; dreading our approach, but fear-
ing to try his suecess in an atiempt to escape ;
while we drew mnear, rejoicing that we had
once more arrived where we could behold the
face of one whose hand should not be against
%2 ; and against whom we were not compelled,
for our safety to put our own hands.

We were not much surprised, though very
gorry to find our friend so grievously alarmed ;3
while we only desired his friendship. We
tnformed him of our wretclied condition; and
besought bim to be our friend, with tears. of
joy and tende ness, trickling down- eur ema-
ciated cheeks. KFinding we were not his ene-
mies, but the subjects of his pity and tender
compassion, bursting into tears of sympathy,
at the short relation we gave him of our suf-
ferings ; he invited us to go with bhim and he
would lead us o Pittsford fort, which was en-
1y about one mile distaut; where we should
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be made welcome to every thing necessary for
our comfort

We soon arrived at the fort. I was now
about ene o’clock in the afiernoon. We were
received with the greatest marks of sympathy
and com n}.aqeratzou ; and treated with every
respect due to our wreichedness and want.
And though justice demands, that I should
acknow ledo the generous dlaplay of philan-
thropic zml as well as selfish curiosity, com-
men on such occ asions 3 yet I could not  for-
bear to notice, with pain, that celd indiffer-
ence for the miseries of ofl iers, commonly ob-
servable in those who have long been famil-
iavr with scenes of wretchedness and wo 3
which was manifested by some, and especially

by the commander of the fort, en our arrival

at that place. :

Not long afier we arrived at the fori, the
owners of the horses came up, carrying their
saddles upon their backs. 'They had been
out for the purpose of surveying land, and
had turned out their horses to feed. After
hearing a short account of our suﬁ'er% and

being made acquainted with our deplorafie ton-

dition, they readily replied, with seeming

compassion, that they were only serry we had

not been so fortunate, as to find theis saddlcs
dikewise. 3

After wandering in the wilderness twemv
iwo days, we arrived at.the fort on the 2d day

~of October 1 78~——-ha,v1n°' forded vivers of wa-

RSN s
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ter up to our shoulders; traversing through
dismal swamps, the habitations of bea,sts “of
prey ; and climbing mountains of rocks, where
no human eye couid pity, or friends censole
us 3 llla.ls.lll“' the earth our bed of repose for
the night, and extreme anxiety our constant
companion through the day; nearly starved,
and almost naked ; little expecting ever again
to see the faces ®f our friends, or to behsld
those habitations which witnessed our juve-
nile years ; where we enjoyed the kind em-
braces of a tender and affectionate mother, and
the paternal care of an indulgent father: ex-
pecting every day to see the upproach cf that
hour, “when our spirits should be ealled te
leave our bodies Sh a howling wildernes,
to become food for +wild beasts, and our
friends to lament our absence, ignorant of our
end. After enduring all this, yea, more
than pen can describe, or language express;
who can tell our joy and gratitude, when we
came to behold a ¢ city of habitation,” and
the abodes of pienty! What heart would not
palpitate for exceeding great joy, at such an
event! Who could forbear to speak forth
praise to the Great Preserver of men eon
such an cccasion? Would not every heart,
suscepiible of the jeast mlpresswn, acknowl-
edge the hand of the Almighty in so great a
deliverance ?

Instead of making eur bed upon the cold
ground, with our clothes wet, and our bodies
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benumbed ; we could now enjoy sweel repose
by the fire side, sheltered from storms, and
surrounded with friends. , Instead of feeding
upon frogs, and the spontaneous growth of
uncultlvated nature 3 subsisting on roots ; ; twigs,
and bark ; we could now tast(, the fruils of
labour and industry ; and feast upon the boun-
ties of heaven. Instead of wandering through
a lonely wilderness, +ith our cheeks wet with
tears of sorrow, almost overwhelmed with
despair; we could now travel through a coun-
try of civilization, free from enemies, and
receive support from the hand of charity.

After sharing in the benevolence; of many
individuals, and receiving every token of
friendship from the garrisen at the fort; as
they were expecting soon to be attacked by the
British, we were advised to travel on still fur-
ther that night, that we mightbe the more
safe from the grasp of the enemy.

We therefore proceeded on towards Rut-
land, several miles, when we obtained lodg-
ing in' the house of a_¢ poor widow,” who
Afurnished us with the best food her house af-
forded ; of which we ate heartily. Having
long been without bread of any kind, and-be-
ing now furnished with a full supply of goed
wheat bread ; it seemed as if we should die
w1th the effect of eating it. It lay like lead
in our stomachs. and caused us the most aga- -
nizng distress, for some hours; while we roll-
ad upon the floor, with bitter groanings; al-

-

e
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though we had denied ourselves the satisfae-
tion of eating the half of what our appetites
craved. But our extreme hunger prevented
the exercise of prudence, and econemy, in
the choice cof that kind of food which was best
adapted to our wretched condition. Nor did
we wait long to consult about the propri-
ety, or impropriety of eating any thing we
found within our reach. OQOur avidity for food,
however soon abated, when we found no inju-
ry to result from eating all we desired.

‘We made our escape on the night of the
10th of September; arrived at Lake Cham-
plain in about ten days; and came to the fort
on the night of the 2d day of October follow-
ing ; having been in the wilderness twenty
two days, without speaking to any other per-
son, excepting our own company.* ’Tis true,
we had seen somme of our species, at a distance
from us, tho’ with terrer and dismay ; fearing
their approach as we should kave done, that of
a voracious animal, ready to devour us.

In a few days, we arrived at Bennington, in
Benrington Ceunty, Vi. where we were em- -

*When the snn was invisible, having lost our eom-
pass. we directed our eourse by the wmoss upon ftrees,
whieh i< found enly upon the north side. In passing o-
ver land timbered with eedar, which has ne moss upon
it, we were compelled to lie still, and wait the appear-
ance of the sun; which protracied eur jouriey many
days. o
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ployed, till we had acquired, by our own la.
bor, and the benevolence of others, some mo-
ney, sufficient to enable us to prosecute our
journey to Connecticut.

Having travelled many days, through the
woods, almost destitute eof any covering for
our feet, they had become very sore, which
prevented our going far in a day.

Assisted by the hand of charity, and by
means of occasional labour on the way, we
were enabled to reach our friends. . Being des-
tined to different places, our companions, Clark

and Sprague, separated from us at Bennington. .

By a mutual participation of sufferings, we
had acquired that alfection fer each other,
which will remain I trust till death. Having
suffered many hardships, and endured many
trials together ; having been rescued from ma-
ny dangers and delivered out of many troub-
les ; .sharing equally in hunger, pains and dis-
trese, as well as in the joys resulling from
our dellverance; we now reluctantly parted,
affectionately taking our leave, perhaps never
again to see each other, till we shall meet in
that world, where ¢ the weary be at rest,
"There the pirisoners rest together, they hear
not the voice of the oppressor. 'T'he small
and the great are there, and the servant is
free from his master !”?

And may it not be the unspeakable infelici-
ty of either of us, to fail of ¢ entering into that
rest because of unbelief.”
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Belknap and I continued our course togsth-
er to KEllington, in Connecticut, where our
friends resided. We arrived there on the
17th day cf October 1782 —being just two
years, from the day I was taken by the In-
dians at Randolph. What pen can des-
cribe the mutual joy which was felt by pa-
rents and children on eur arrival! Truly our
fathers, ¢‘seeing us, while yet a great way
off, ran and fell upon our necks, and kissed
us.”’ Behold now the affection cf a father!
See him shed the tear of compassion. Hear
him say ¢ this my son was dead, and is alive
again. He was lost and is found.”” See him
““begin to be merry;’ nor think it strange
that the fatted calf should be killed.

Behold a kind father in tears of jeoy, and
a tender step-mother,* kindly embracing the
gubject ¢f her husband’s former grief, but pre-
sent delight. See ¢ the best robe’ cast around
him with ¢ the ring upon hkis hand, and the
shoes upon his feet.” See brothers and sis-
ters surrounding the returned brother. Hear
their acclamatiens of joy and gladness ; embra-
cing their once 16st, but now living brother!
W hat heart would not melt atthe sight of such
a joyfulecene! And what can I say to express
my cwa feelings on this delightful interview !

*My own mother died while T was quife young, and
my farhar had married again, fo a woman possessing
the kindest alfeetions, and the most endearing love.
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Having endured the hardships of an Indian
Captivity, and the pains of the Prison ; the
enawings of hunger; the tortures of the rack,
and the still more dreadful distress of 22 day’s
wandering in the wilderness ; filled with des-
pair, anxiety and fear; almost starved, and .
nearly naked; full of wounds, and constant-
ly chilled with the cold ; imagine, kind read-
er, the feelings of my heart, when I came fo
behcld the face of affectionate parents, and
receive the tender embraces of beloved brothers
and a loving sister! 'Think of the festivities
of that evening, when I could again enjoy aseat ¢
in & social circle of friends and acquaint- |
ance, around the fireside in my father’s house !
Vain is the attempt to describe my own feel-
ings on that joyful occasion. Fruitless, in-
deed, must be all my endeavers, to express
the mutual congratulations, manifested by all,
on my retura. |
My long absence from my friends, together
with a sense of the numerous, and awful
dangers through swhich I have been preserved,
increaseed our gratitude, and caused wonder
and astonishment to dwell in every breast.
We could now heartily unite in ascribing
praise and adoration to Him, who granted me
proteetion, while exposed to the shafis of ha- :
tred and revenge. 1 was treated with all that
friendship, which pity could excite, or sympa-
thy dictate; and saluted by every person
mef, whether old or young, with a kearty
.

R R o
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welcome. Kvery one seemed to be in a good
degree conscious of the extreme sufferings 1
bad undergone. In short, my return aﬁ'ordcd,
me an opportunity to w1tness a diplay of all
the tender passions of the soul.

- Knowing the deplorable wretchedness of
those who had the misfortune to become pris-
oners to the British, and consequently expect-
ing every day, to hear of my death, my friends
were little less astonished at my return than
they weuld have been, had thLy witnessed the
resurrection o¢f one from the dead.

The extreme hunger and distress I had felt»
were clearly mamfested to those who beheld
my emaciated cuuntenance and mangled feet:
and no one was disposed to doubt the truth of
my words, who heard me relate the affecting
tale of my sore afflictions. ¥or ¢¢ by reason of
the voice of my groanings. my bones’ it might
verily be said did ¢ cieave to my skin.” &
however had the satisfaction to find my deep
anxiety to be delivered from bondage, and es-
cape from the enemy ; my ardent wishes to
see my friends, and my hungry, craving appe- -
tite, wholly satisfied, in the full fruition of all
my toils. - The mumﬁcence of the weazalthy .
was oﬁ'crcd for my relief, and the poor ap-
proached me, with looks cf tenderness and
pity. All things around me, wore a prepi-
tious smile. From mor ning till night, instead
of being guarded by a company of refugees
and toucs, or wandering. in a lonesome wil-
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derness, hungry and destitute, I could now
behold the face of friends, and at the ap-
proach of night, repese my head upon a downy
pillow, under the hospitable covert of my fath-
e’s roof. Instesd of being made a compan-
ion of the wretched, I could now enjoy the
sweet conversation of a beloved sister, and af-
feetionate brothers. i
Having for more than two years been de.
prived of hearing the Gospel saund; surely
1 was glad when they said upto me, let us
o icto the house of the Lord.”” For, unto
God, I could say ¢ 'Thou art my hiding piace,
thou shalt preserve me from trouble, thou
shalt compass ma about with songs of deliver-
ance. 1 will be glad and rejoice in thy name,
for thou hast considered my trouble, thou hast
known my soul in adversity.”” 'This, I hoped
wonld be the language of every one, who
made their escape with me. For myseif, kL

frust it was the sincere lasiguage of my heart.
Notwitastanding the priseners, wbhom we
1eft on the Esland, were set at liberty, shorily
after our escape, and although our suiferings
in the wilderness, were exceeding great; yet,
I never found cause to lament, that [ improv-
ed the opportunity to free myself from the
kands of those cruel tormenters, and oppress-
ors of the afflicted. Ior “the spirit of a main
will sustain his infirmity.”” And under this
consideration, wechoze rather to hazard the con-
gequences of an escape, though it might provs
20 7~ '

bt
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cur death, than to become the menial servants,
and thus gratify the infernal desires of a petiy
fyrant. )

“ — Now 1 feel by proaf,
‘That feilowship in pain diwides not smarf,
Nor lighitens ought each man?® pecaliar load.”

I have naver had the satiefaction to hLear
from either Gf my friends and fellow-suniferers,
Clark and Spragae, since I parted with them
at Denningion.

Mr. Belknan, now lives in Raadalph V.
and from the sad experience of the like sufler-
ings himseif, and his i}J_TEE“ ipation in my own,
can wiiness t0 the truth of my statement.

Let not the preservation of my life, through
such a train of dangers, be attributed to mere

chance. But le* the praise be given to ¢ God
» Rocli, and the High God, our Reedecmer.”

In Q{f}.,s}mP)e e, Spre Vi@hs to my escape, a
treaty of peace was conclnded between Great
Britain and the Unitad States, at Paris s the
glad news ef which reached America, not iong
af’*ev my re uurn, which occasloned the release

of the remainder ¢f the prisoners, who ‘ere
coufined upon Prison-Island.

-

-

As the war had now terminated, my return:

Randslph, would not be attended with the
da.!‘"‘bl‘ of heing again made captive by the
Indians 3 “‘hl(,ﬂ 1*1{10 edd me, thﬂ s*;"mo- fo}-.

lowing, to go 10 that ia}:we. and resume my sef-.

élement.
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On my arrival therve, I found my house was
demolished, which recalled to mind, the con-
fusion and horror of that drcmdful morning,
when the savage tribe approached with awtal
aspect, my lonely dwelling. I wentto work and
erected a house, upon the same spot, into
which, my father shorily after moved his fam-
ily. 'The grass seed, which the Indians had
scatiered for some distance from the house, as
befcre observed, had tmken root, stocked the
ground, and remained eaiire, for many years a
jresh memento of that woeful- event, which
proved but a faint prelude of all my direfal
sufierings.

Here my fatlier lived by eultivating that
soil, which had borne the brutal band to my
uawelcome door; {1l Aprii 1812, when he
adled, at the good old age of Sevenfy-Siv.
Here he has spent many a winter’s evening,
in reliearsing the mournful tale of my ¢ cap-
tivity and sufferings,” to his friends an:d ae-
guaintance.

Generous and hospitable by natare, and
having been taught by my sufferings to fael
for the needy, he was ever ready to exteud the
nand of charity, to relieve their distresses—1His
house, always the aboede of plenly, was an
asylum for the paked and forlorn, an accepta-
ble home to the poor and the wretched.

Always exhibiting a sense -of what sufler.
ings I had uuderﬂ'oue, for want of food ; he

scemed in nothing, to be more delighted, tha;l-
M 2
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““to feed the hungry, and ciothe the naked.””
My loving and aged step-mother, with one of
“her sons (a half brother of mine) now lives on
the same farm.

In the winter of 1785—1 was married to
Hannah Shurtliff, of "Tolland, Connecticut,
and settled at Randolph, not far from my fath-
ers house, where [ resided eight years, when
I purchased a farm; and removed to Brook-
fieid, a town adjoining.

- Here & have resided, until the present time
(1816,) and ebtained my own subsistance, and ,
thatof my numerouns family, by means of culiiva-=
ting the soil. By a steady ceurse of industry,
and econemy, I have been enabled, under the
Bivine blessing, to aeqguire a comfortable sup-
port, and enjoy the fruits of my labors, in
quietunde and peace. As my occupailon was
that of a farmer, my opportunities for infor-
miation, like those of many others ef my class,
have been limited.

Biy family, not unlike Job’s, comsists of
seven sons and three daughlers; nor have 1
reason to think my afflictions much inferior to
his. Although death has never been permited
to enter my dwellingand take any of my family,
vet, my substance has once been destroyed, by
svorse than Chaldean hands, and that toe at the
very out-set of my adventures in life. Not on-
1y were my house and effects destroyed,; but
myself, at a most unpropitious hour, when far
removed from all my friends, compelled to

e *
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leave my employments:; relinguish all /those
objects of enterprise, peculiar to the juvenile
age, and forced to enter the ranks of a savage
ba,nd and travel into an enemy’s csuntry '
Thus were all my expectations cut off. My
hopes were blasted, and my youthful pros-
pects darkencd! 1 was not in safely, neither
kad X rest, neither was I quiet; yet trouble
came. O thatmy grief were thoroughly weigh-
ed, and my calamity laid in the balances te-
sther.”’

When I survey my mis’ries o’er,
The reeolleetion wounds my beart ;
When all my steps were trae’d in gore,
And I was doom’d to feel the smart.

%W hen sore oppress®d by wicked hands,
Annoy’d with hunger, raek’d with pain,
\ly limbs confri’d with iron bands.
Lo die, 1 well might count my zain.

When filihy vermin broke my rest,
And fed upon my languid frame 3
$What pains were felt withis my breast'
DBut men were deaf to pity’s elaim.

When I was buried in the deep,
And waters o’er my head did roll,

My hope was streng (hat Christ won!d keep,
Aund kmdly save my guilty soul.

Notwithstanding that inhamanity and cruel-
ty which chara,cterlzed the conduct of the sav-
ages, yot, I think that the barbarous treatment
we received from the impious commanders of
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the British fort, in whose charge we were
kept, might put to the blash, the rudest sav-
age, who traverses the western wild. Their
conduct illy comported with what might be
expected frem men, who are favored with the
light of revelation.

“The s savage, when he does a deed of char-
ity towards his prisoner, 1s no deubi, less liable
to be actuated by a selfish principie, and in-
fluenced by the hope of reward, or by afear of
loosing his reputation, than he is, who has
been made acquainted with the gracious re-
ward offered to those who ¢“do anto others as
they would that others should de unto them,”
and knows the bitter COH%EQL&GHC@&: of the con-
ira ry practice.

nd, I think, the destruction of hmmlton,
and a‘l its evil Consequences, may, Wi th less
pr(}pmety, be atiribufed to the brutal malevo-
ience of the savage tribe, than to the 1gnoble
treachiery, and deSPIC‘t ble fanaticism of certain
individuals ¢f our own nation. -

Scarce can that man be found in this en-
lightened country, who would treat his enemy
W1th as much tenderness and compassion, as 1
was treated by the savage tribe ; though 1 had
abundant cause to say, that the ¢ tender mercies
of the wicked, are cruel.”
 Who wouid not shudder at the idea of be-
ing compelled to take up their abode with a
herd of tawny savages? Yet, alas! when I
contrasted the sufferings I endur(,d while with
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the Indians, with those afflictions, that Wwete
laid upon me, by men, who had been ne
their youth favored with the advantages of ciy-
itization, clothed with aunthority, aml distin-

zuished with a badge of honor ; I could truly

say, the former cdastl‘ecd me Wlt n whips, but
the latter with scorpions. '

An Indian captivity, will hardly admit of a

comparison with my wretchied condition, while
in the hands of the DBritish, and under the
domineering power of' a company of l'uu"'ees
and tories. :

While with the Indians, my food was un-
savory and unwholeseme, my clothing, hke
their own, was scant, and covered with ﬁl-thy
vermin; and my life was a,lw ys exposed to
the danger of their implacay’e hatred and re-
venge. 'This was a most perilous condition,
indee >d, for any one to be p‘ aced in. But my
confinement with the British, multiplied my
compiaints, added to my afllictions, ‘renderecd
ms more exposed to the danger of loosing my
lif-e., iz vcaﬂmed my sorrows, and apparently

brouaght e near the grave. - My food was less
filtby, bt § was not allowed the half of Wwhat
my appetite eraved, and "my natare’ reguired,
t’u :i. ‘.‘-.‘.-:‘-.J;- e Coi \uL;tt’}.‘leo

By these, and my subsequent affiictions, I
have heon -'.--;;:.Lj..;t a lesson, that has made an

Limpressica upon my mind, which I trust will
- remain as long as life shall last,
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['have been taught by ocular demonstration,
and sad experience, the depravity of man;
and the failacy of looking for durable happi-
‘ness in terrestrial things.

- My own sufferings, have implanted within

my breast, that sympathy for the distressed,
which is better felt than described. Naked-
ness and poverty have once been my compan-
ions, and I shall not readily forget to lend a
listening ear to the cries of the needy.
. And I would exhort myself, and all my fel-
low men, by the extreme sufferings I have
endured, to be ready at all times to ““feed the
hungry, and clothe the naked ;”” nor ever fail
to extend thie hand of charity for the gssistance
of the unfortunate,



Names of a part of the persons killed and tas
Icen at the Burning of Royalion.

Ziadock Steele, taken at Randolph.
Experienee Davis,

Flias Curtis,

J. Parks,

Moses Parsons, | .

Simeon Belknap, now livieg in Ran-
dolp.

Samuel Pember,

"Thomas Pember, killed at Reyalton.

Gardner Rix, now living in Royalton.

Naniel Downer,

Joseph Kneeland, killed at the encamp-
ment at Randoiph, 1

Jonathan Brown, now residing in Will-
iamstown.

Adan Duarkee, died at Montreal. ;

Joseph Havens, '

Abijah Hutchinson,

Jolin Hutchinson, now living in Bethel,

e Avery,
John Kent, Sary
Peter Mason, o b
Giles Gibbs, killed at Randolph. Sevs
Flias Button, killed at Reyalton. ¥

Nathaniel Gilbert.
The following pe-rsbn; were released by the
intercession of JMrs. Hendee.

“%

Daniel Doﬁ;}et", JE.
Andrew Durkee,



Roswel ?a‘rkhlrst,
Shelden Durkee,
Joseph Rix,
Rufus Flsh

o Fish,

;N athamel Evans.

[







Naney
Hanks
Lineoln

Pulblie
Lilorary



