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A Funeral Difcourfe.

*= Tyw''T: 10
~—% Who hath abolifhed death, and

brought life and 1mmorta11ty to

light, through the gofpel.”

VHE natural evils to which mankind
is fubje¢t, in the prefent ftate, are
dreaded, not only for the painful
fenfations which they give, but be-

caufe they are confidered as having a tendency
to put 2 period to human life ;—an event
which we naturally fear, and wifh to keep off.
The profeflors of chriftianity, when St. Paul
wrote this epiftle, were greatly expofed to
fuch evils from the malice of their enemies.
He himfelf had a large fhare of them; and
was then in bonds on account of the gofpel.
And he feems to have been afraid that the
confideration of thefe things would difcourage
Timothy from a faithful difcharge of his
mmlﬂerlal duty. He, therefore, exhorts him
to be firm, and refolute, and patient, what-

ever
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ever fufferings he might be expofed to, in
the profecution of this good work. This
exhortation he enforces by a variety of confi-
derations, in this and the following chapters;
among which, thofe fuggefted in the text are
of great weight: Where, after having men-
tioned the kindnefs and grace of God, in
calling the Gentiles to the profeflion and
enjoyment of chriftianity, and obferving that,
though God had determined from the be-
ginning, to grant them this faver, yet his
oracious purpofe had, in a great meafure, been
kept hid from former ages, * but is now made
manifeft, by the appearing of our Saviour
Jefus Chrift ;” he reminds him of two impor-
tant bicﬂings for which mankind are indebted
to this appearing, or the mediation of Jefus
Chrift, viz. thedeftruétion of death,and the dif-
covery of eternal life—“ Who hath abolifhed
‘¢ death, and brought life and immortality to
“ light, through the gofpel . As if he had
faid, you have no reafon to relinquifh your
duty, through fear of any thing which wicked
and cruel men can do to you; for let them
do their worft, death is the utmoft effe&& of
their power ; and this ought not to affright
you, becaufe Chrift hath abolifhed death, and
difcovered by his gofpel a ftate of future and
eternal glory.

BuT without paying any further regard teo
the connedion of the words; I propofe, in
difcourfing from them,

' I. To
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Tone TO'. confider what the Apoﬁlc herc
intends by death. -

T T thew in what fenfe, and by what
means Chrift hath abohfhcd dcath

~ III. To illuftrate and confirm the pr.o‘poﬁ'—
tion in the latter claufe, viz. that Chrift
hath brought life and immoruality to
light, through the gofpel.

'A¥TER I lave briefly confidered thefe par-
ticulars, the fubjec will be clofed with fome
rcﬂe&xons by way of application.

I. I am to enquire what s meant, in the

Now this term generally fignifies, both in
common language and in the facred fcriptures,
that event which puts a period to this prefent
animal life, the feperation of the foul and body ;
in confequence of which, the bedy becomes
incapable of all action, enjoyment and fuffer-
ing, and returns to the duft from whence it
was taken. There can be no doubt but this
death isintended by the Apoﬂle

BuT this word in holy writ, efpecially in
the New Teftament, frequently means that
eternal punithment which the wicked are to:
fuffer in a future ftate. In this fenfe it is ufed
by our blefled Saviour, when he fays, * Verily,

venly, I fay unto you, if a man keep my

£¢ fayings,
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" faymgs, he fhall never fee death:” And by

the Apoftle Paul, when he tells us, “ to bc
¢t carnally’ mlndcd is death :” And by the
Apofile John, when he fays, *“ he that lovcth
“ not his brother abideth in death.” This is
fometimes called the fecond death. Thus we
read in the Revelations, ¢ he that evercometh,

“ fhall not be hurt of the fecond death ; ;"
whereas “ the fearful and unbelieving, &c
““ fhall have their part in the lake which burn-
““ eth with fire and brimftone ; which is the
¢ fecond death.” There can, I think, be no
doubt, but that the Apoftle ufes the term death,
in the paflage under confideration, to include
this future and eternal punifhment, as well as
the diffolution of the body : For death in the
former part of the text, is evidently oppofed
to life and immortality in the latter part ; but
“ immortality, eternal llfe, everlafting llf'c,

and the like expreffions in feripture, always
mean, not merely an endlefs exiftence, but an
happy one, exempted from all punifhment and
fuffering. By death therefore in the text we
are to underftand both temporal and eternal

death,

II. T am next to fhew in what fenfe, and
by what means Chrift hath abolifhed
death, both temporal and eternal.

You are fenfible that He hath not fo abo-
lithed ‘temporal death, as to exempt any of
the human race from dymg In confequence
of the tranfgreflion of our firft Parents, it is

appointed



g 9 ") |
appointed unte all men once to die; and the
 duft muft return to the earth from whence it
was taken. The wife and the good, as well
as the fool and the brutifth perfon, muft in
this fenfe, perith. As death reigned from
Adam to Mofes, and from Mofes to this time,
fo he will continue to reign to the end of the
world, and perfons of all charaéers muit bow
to his dreary {ceptre. How then hath Ckrift
abolifhed this death ? I anfwer by refcuing the
body from his dominion, and reftoring it to
life again : For as in Adam all die, fo in Chrift
thall all be made alive. At an appointed time,
.all who are in their graves, all who fhall have
died from the beginning of the world to that
day, fhall hear the voice of the Son of God,
and come forth to life. Then fhall the foul
and body, both which are neceflary to confti-
tute 2 man, be reunited, and enjoy a more
petfeé life than this ftate admits of : Then
will it appear that man, irftrad oi fuffering
any lofs by death, is greatly improved and
perfeted by it; fo that this enemy will be
quite baflled and his malice defeated. It is
indeed faid, in the text, Chrift hath abolithed
death ; but this form of expreffion is ufed
rather to aflure us that he will do this in due
time, than to affert that he hath a&ually done
it already. Chrift has begas, but has not yet
finithed the deftru&ion of death : For this,
we are told, is the laft enemy that fhall be
deftroyed. But Chrift, who hath the keys of

death and of hell, and who, by the appoint-
B men§
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ment of God, muft reign till he hath pat all
enemics under his feet, will at length intirely
overthrow this formidable tyrant, as well as
atl other tyrants, not leaving him one fingle
fubje@ through all his gloomy realms.” As
to himfclf, Chrift has indeed already abolithed
death, by rifing trinmphant from the grave,
after he had been crucified and flain by
wicked hands ; whereby he has given a fen-
fibl: proof that the divine power is able alfo
to guicken our * mortal bodies,” and reftore
them 'to life; and given us-an earneft and
pledge of a general refurre&ion, when - the
bedies of all men fhall be as compleatly de-
~ livered from the bondage of corruption, as
his own, and no trace be left of the injury
which we received from the firt Adam.

- LeT us now confider in what fenfe Chrift
hath abolifhed eternal death. I need not tell
you that the holy fcriptures, our only fafe
1nftructor upon this point, neither affert nor
intimate that He hath obtained for all men
an actual exemption from this death ; on the
contrary, they plainly tell us, that many
‘“ {hall go away into everlafting punifhment.”
The fenle therefore, in which our Saviour
hath deftroyed eternal death, is this; that He
hath opened a way for arLL to elcape it
and that all who put themfelves under his
guidance and proteétion fhall a&ually efcape
it.—He invites all without exception to do
this, in the plaine(t and moft affectionate tf:rmsci
An

-
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And he will ccrtainly preferve all who accept
the invitation from that firange punifhment
which is referved for the workers of iniquity,
and give unto them everlafting life; notmerely
an endlefs exiftence, but an endlefs happinefs
in the prefence of God, where they fhall
never be in danger cf being hurt by the
fecond death.

THE means by which the Son of God
hath done thefe great things for mankind,
were by dying and rifing again from the dead.
The following paflages of Scripture, among
many others that might be mentioned, will
make this fufficiently evident. *‘ For as much
“ as the children are partakers of fleth and
% blood, he alfo himfelf likewife took part of -
“ the fame, that through death he might de-
“ ftroy him that had the power of death,
¢ that is, the devil ; and deliver them who
through fear of death, were all their life-
time lubje& to bondage.” ¢ Chrift hath
redeemed us from the curfe of the law,
being made a curfe for us; that he mighe
reconcile us unto God by the crofs.”” He
 hath redeemed us to God by his blood.”
“ Chrift our high pricft having offered
“ himfelf without {pot unto God, obtained
““ eternal redemption for us.” —* Thus it
““ behoved Chrift to fuffer, and to rife from
““ the dead ; that repentance and remiflion of
“ fins fhould be preached in his name among
¢¢ all npations.” *“‘ He was declivered for our

B 2 ‘“ offences,
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 offences, and raifed for our juftification.”
- #¢ Blefled be the God, and Father of ourLord
¢ Jefus Chrift, which according to his abun-
*¢ dant mercy, hath begotten us again unto a
“ lively hope, by the refurre@tion of Jefus
“ Chrilt from the dead.” ‘Thefe declara-
tions, without any comment, plainly teach us
that it was by dying as a facrifice for fin, and
rifing again from the dead, that Jefus Chrift
hath obtained for men redemption from de-
ftru¢tion ; or abolifhed death in the fenle
above-mentioned.

THE next thing propofed was,

_HI. To illuftrate and confirm the propofi-
tion” in the latter part of the text, viz.
that life and immortality are brought
to light by the gofpel.

TH1s expreflion, * life and immortality,”
means immortal or eternal life ; and this, as
has been before obferved, intends not mercly
an endlefs exiftence, but a fltate of ever-
lafting happinefs: So that the meaning of the
aflertion is, that Jefus Chrift by his gofpel
has given us greater affurance, and a more
clear difcovery of a future and eternal ftate
of happinefs for the fighteous, than the world
had before.

OnE thing is here im.plied, and another
afferted ; to each of which, I fhall fpeak
diftinctly, :
' I. THE
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1. THE thing implied is, that mankind
was not fully acquainted with this doérine,
- before the publication of the gofpel.

- _Tui1s was undoubtedly the cafe with the
heathen world. For though in general they
had {fome expedtation of a future ftate, yet
their conceptions of it were uncertain and
obfcure. Some of their wife men appear to
have been in doubt whether they were to exift
beyond the grave, though they thought the
thing probable. Their moral writers did not
generally enforce their precepts by a confi-
deration of future rewards and punifhments.
Thofe who expeéted that good men would
~ be happy after death, knew not when this
happinefs would commence, in what it would
confift, or whether it would be unchangeable
and eternal. They had no conception that
the body whica mouldered to duft, would
ever be raifed to life again, and united to the
foul. This was by fome thought to be a
thing which God himfelf could not efle& ;
fo eflentially did they err, not knowing the
Scriptures, nor the power of God. The
tranfmigration of the fame foul into {everal
bodies, one after another, was an opinion of
 many philofophers : And this was inconfiftent
with the refurreétion ; becaufe, upon this
fuppofition, there muft be more human bodies
than fouls. When, the Stoics and Epicureans
heard St. Paul fpeak of the, refurre&ion, they
made a jeft of it, as an abfurd and incredible
tale. And the Apoftle more than intimates

that
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that the heathens had little or no knowledge
of a future ftate of happinefs in what he fays
to the Ephefians, “ Remember that ye being in
“ time pafled Gentiles in the fleth—HAaviNG
““ No HoPE and without God in the world.”
In a word, if the heathens had fome expecta-
tion of a ftate of exiftence after death, they
had none at all of that ¢ immortal life”
which the gofpels reveals.

TaE Jews were undoubtedly lefs defeétive
in their knowledge upon this point, than
other pations. 'There are feveral intimations
of a future ftate and of a refurreétion, in
their holy fcriptures.® Nor can there be any
doubt, but that good men among them, in
general, hoped and believed that they fhould
be happy after death, But flill thefe do&rines
were not delivered in plain and exprefs terms.
The law of Mofes was enforced only by
temporal fané&ion: And fome chriftian wri-
ters have doubted whether there be any where
in the Old Teftamentany reference to a future
ftate at all ; fuppofing that all the paflages
which have been thought to relate to it, are
capable of a different interpretation. There
arc alfo fome paffages in-the Old Teflament,
that at firft view appear inconfiftent with this
do&rine.  Thus Job fays, * My days are
““ {pent without hope—mine eye fhall no more
¢ fce good.—As the cloud is confumed, and
“ vanifheth away ; {o he that goeth down to
““ the grave, fhall come up no more.” We

find

* Job xix. 23—2%. Dan. xii. 2. Holea xiil. 14.
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find the Pfalmift fpeaking in the fame flrain,
““ Shall the dead arife and praife thee? Shall
¢ thy loving kindnefs be known in the grave?
““ The dead praife not the Lord, neither any
% that go down into filence.” Manis “a
“ wind that paffeth away and cometh not
“ again.” Solomon alfo fpeaks in the fame
defperate language. ¢ For the living know
““ that they fhall die ; but the dead know not
““ any thing, neither have they any more a re-
ward, for the memory of them is forgotten.”
Thefe paflfages feem rather to deftroy than
eftablifh the do&rine of a future flate : And
though they are not {ufficient to fet afide the
plain intimations which are given of it in
other places; yet they probably had a tendency
to weaken the belief of it. It is certain that
this doéirine was by no means univerfally re-
ceived among the Jews. The Sadduces, a learn-
ed and confiderable fe¢t among them, exprefly
denied it. And their principles, we are told,
by the hiftorian Jjofcphus, were generally
adopted by the rich and great men of that
nation. The Pythagorean do&rine of the
tran{migration of fouls, feems likewife to have
been believed by fome of the Jews, at leaft.
The difciples of our Lord were probably of"
this opinion, who afked him refpe@ing the
man that was born blind, whether that cala-
mity was inflited for his own fin, or for the
fin of his parents; for their queftion plainly
implies that they thought the man had been
capable of finning before his birth ; that is,
moft likely, in fome former bedy.

&6

Uron
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Uron the whole, it appears from what
has been briefly fuggefted, that the world
ftood in great need 6f fome further inftru&ions
re'peting a future ftate, than either the light
of nature, or the Jewifh revelation gave. And
that what was fo much wanted, has by the
unfpeakable goodnefs of God been granted,
we thall fee in confidering the next particular ;
which is,

2. THAT Jefus Chrit hath brought life
and immortality to light by the gofpel ; that
is, hath made a clear and full difcovery of a
future ftate of happinefs ; and taught us every
thing refpe&ing it, which it concerns us to
‘know.

For the confirmation of this affertion, let
me obferve ; that the gofpel plainly teaches
us, that, though our bodies are fhort-lived
perifhing beings, yet the human foul, the
rational principle within us, and our better
part, .is immortal, and exifts in a feperate
ftate; and that when the good man dies, his
foul goes immediately into a ftate of happi-
nefs to be prefent with the Lord. Thus we
find our blefled Saviour telling his difciples
that * thofe who kill the body cannot kill
“ the foul.” And declaring to the penitent
thief on the crofs; “ to day fhalt thou be
“ with me in paradife.” Thus we find St
Stephen, when he was ‘toned to death, com-
mitting his departing foul into the hands of
his Saviour, faying, * Lord Jefus, receive my

¢+ SOREIEL
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¢ fpirit.” The Apoftle Paul alfo fpeaks of
being ¢ prefent with rthe Lord,” as the certain
and immediate confcquence of dying, or being
abfent from the body. And the Apoftle Peter
fpeaks of death, as the putting off or laying
afide the body. From thefe paflages it appears
to be plainly the doétrine of the gofpel, that
the happinefs of the righteous commenceth
immediately upon their death ; that the {oul,
inftead of falling into a ftate of forgetfulnefs
and infenfibility, when the body dies, is car-
ried direétly to heaven, to join the church of
the firft-born, and the fpirits of jult men made
perfe. This is a glorious difcovery of the
gofpel which the world had no certain know-=
ledge of before its publication. The heathens
might wifth and hope for {uch a thing, and fo
might the Jews npon better grounds: But
neither of them had any exprefs promife of it,
or cerrain information about it. The region
beyond the grave was all dark, before it was
illuminated by the fun of righteoufnefs. The
gofpel further affures us that the human body,
which now dies and mingles with the earth,
fhall in due time be raifed to life again. ‘ For
“ the hour is coming,” faith our blefled Sa-
viour, “ in which all that are in their graves
““ fhall hear the voice of the Son of God and
“ come forth.” = “ And this is the will of
““ him that fent me, that every one which
‘¢ feeth the Son, and believeth on him, may
% have everlafting life, and I will raife him
 up at the laft day.”” The fame thing
' QF T i3
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is alfo affertz=d in many other paflages, in the
plaineft terms; fo that we cannot doubt the
truth of this doérine, if we believe the gofpel ;
““ if we believe that Jefus died and rofe again,”
we muft alto believe that ¢ them which fleep
“in Jefus, God will bring with him.” Nor
do the fcriptures fpeak merely of the refur-
re@ion of the dead, but of the refurre&ion
of the body in fuch terms as plainly to inti-
mate that the fame body which was laid in
the grave fhall be raifed to life again. Thus
it is faid, ¢“ He.that raifed up Jefus from the
““ dead, fhall quicken our mortal bodies,” the
bodies which now die fhall be quickned, or
- made alive again. Again it is faid, ¢ This
““ corruptible muft put on incorruption, and
“¢ this mortal muft put on immortality :”’ that
is, this fame body which is now mortal and
corruptible, fhall be rendered immorial and
incorruptible. 'We are not indeed to fuppofe
that every particular body will confift of all
the fame particles of matter, when it fhall be
raifed, that belonged to it when it died.
T his may not be poffible: But that the raifed
body fhall'fo far confift of the fame matter,
that the dying one did, as that it may pro-
perly be called the fame body, I think, is
plainly intimated in fcripture. - We have in-
deed an example of this in the refurre&ion
of Chrift; nor can we conceive why it thould
not be as eafy for the divine power to raife
the fame body, as to create one out of diffe-

rent matter, But though the fame body
which
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which dies fhall be raifed again, yet, the
gofpel acquaints uvs, that it fhall be greatly
altered : *“ For the Lord Jefus Chrift fhall
“ change our vile body, that it may be
“ fafhioned like*unto his glorious body, ac-
“ cording to the working whereby he is able
“even to fubdue all things unto himfelf.”
In what refpecs the body thar fhall be raifed
will differ from the prefent body the Apoftle
tells us, It is fown in corruptlon, it is raifed

~ *“in incorruption ; it is fown in difhonour, it
¢ is raifed in gfo,ry; it is fown in weaknefs,
¢ it is raifed in power ; it is fown a natural
““ body, it is raifed a fpiritval body.” To
' the body thus freed from all the feeds of
corruption, from all its prefent imperfe&ions,
weaknefles and wants, fhall the foul be again
united ; and then fhall the faints enter upon .
the pofleflion of that inheritance incorrupti-
ble, undefiled, and unfading, which is now
refervedin heaven for them. And ‘‘then fhall
‘“ be brought to pafs the faying that is written,
“ death is {wallowed up in vi&ory.” The
fouls of the righteous will indeed be happy
while their bodies lie in the grave ; but their
happinefs will not be compleat, till after the
refurre&ion. Then fhall they, being publickly
and folemnly acquitted by the Saviour and
Judge of the world, and owned as his friends
and difciples, go away into life eternal, and be
as happy as they can defire, in the abfence of
all evil, and the pofleflion of all good : ¢ For
o they {hall hunger no more, neither thirlt
C 2 ‘“any
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f¢ any more, neither fhall the fun light on
‘ them nor any heat: for the Lamb whlch is
.in the midft of the throne, fhall feed them,
¢ and fhall lead them unto living fountains
““ of waters: ‘And God fhall wipe away all
“ tears from their eyes.” 'Thefe are figura-
tive expreflions to denote the perfection ypf
. the faints bleflednefs. And there are many
other defcriptions, which muft give us a moft
exalted idea of this happinefs ; as when we
are told that it will conﬁ{{ in knowing, loving
and being like God; in being feated on a
throne with the g]orlous redcemer, and enjoy-
ing the fociety of holy angels. What is the
happinefs which the heathens expeéted in their
elyfium compared with this? But further
we are aflured that this happinefs fhall be
unchangeable and ecternal. It 4s called in
fcripture *“ eternal glory, ‘ eternal falvation,”

an * eternal inheritance,” and ¢ eternal life.”
This adds great welght to the happinefs of
heaven, that it will not be liable to change
or period. How different is it, in this refpeét,
from cvery thing which is called happinefs
here below ! How uncertain, how fleeting
are all earthly enjoyments! We call them
ours to-day, and to-morrow they are gone
from us to rcturn no more. Should not the
greatnels and the eternity of this happinefs
captivate our hearts and engage us with the
greateft zeal and diligence to feek it ? It was
for this purpofe, that the divine goodnefs has

given us fuch an cngaging defcription of the
glories
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glories of heaven. And that we might notbe at
a lofs how to know how we mightlay hold on
eternal life, the gofpel has plainly told us what
we muft do to be faved, viz. repent of all our
fins, believe on the Lord Jefus and keep his
commandments; at the fame time oftering us
the afliftances of the Holy Spirit, to enable us
to do thus. I will only obferve further, that
as the gofpel makes a Full difcovery of a fature
ftate, and of every thing refpeéting it, which
it concerns us to know, {e we have e moft
fatisfactory evidence that what it teaches upon
thefe points is true. The heathens had fo
many abfurd and improbable fables blended
with their doétrine of a future ftate, as greatly
prejudiced the belief of it. The ftories which
were told about the river Styx, Charon’s boat,
&c. could not be believed by any confiderate
men : Nor can it be doubted but that the
abfurdity of thefe tales made fome give up
the whole doérine with which. they were
connected. But the doétrine of the gofpel
upon this point, is worthy to be believed, as
being in itfelf, in every part of it, a rational
and confiftent doétrine ; as well as on account
of the charaéer of its author: Who by the
many mighty works which he did during his
miniftry, proved himfelf to be the great mef-
fenger and prophct of God ; and was em-
phatically declared to be the Son of God with
power, by his refurrection from the dead.

Tuus life and immortality are brought to
light by the gofpel. The do&rine is more
clearly
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- clearly known, and better confirmed than it

was before this difpenfation. The veil, which
before, hid the regions beyond the grave
from the world, is drawn afide ; and a fcene
of light and joy unfpeakable prefents itfelf to
our view, into which Jefus the fore-runner is
for us entered. Whither he is gone we know,
and the way we know: And this we alfo know,
that if we do his commandments we fhall at
length go to be with him where he is, to be-
hold his glory, and partake of the joys of
eternity. )
LET me now offer fome reflections by way
~ of application.

1. WE fee from this fubje® what great
obligations mankind is under to Jefus Chrift,
our Saviour and Redeemer. 'To him we are
immediately indebted for our hopes of deli-
verance from death and deftruéion, and for
all our profpeéts of happinefs beyond the
- grave. He hath not only difcovered a ftate
of future glory, but it is he that hath opened
a way to it. The facred Scriptures evidently
teach us that none of the finful children of
Adan can obtain eternal life, inany other way
than through his mediation'and fuffering;
that death would forever have held all the
fallen race under his dominion, if Chrift had
not interpofed to refcue them. To Him,
therefore, let us, with the warmeft gratitude,
afcribe everlafting glory and honor, praife and
thank{giving. But,

| z. LET
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2. LET us alfo remember our obligations
to the God and Father of our Lord Jefus
- Chrift, to whofe free unfupplicated goodnefs
we are ultimately indebted for all the bleflings
of the gofpel. It was He who formed the
glorious plan of falvation by Chrift, before the
world began; and when the fulnefs of time
was come, {ent forth his Son to redeem us
from the curfe of the law: And His Provi-
dence was nearly concerned in, and direéted
all thofe events by which death is abolifhed,
and life and immortality are brought to. light.
All is to be ultimately" refelved into the un-
merited love and benignity of Almighty Ged.
Wherefore, ¢ blefled be the God and Father
“ of our Lord Jefus Chrift, which according
“ to his abundant mercy, hath begotten us
“ again untoa lively hope, by the refurrection
“ of Jefus Chrift from the dead, to an inhe-
¢ ritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and
‘“ that fadeth not away, referved in heaven
“ for thofe, who are kept by the power of
“ God through faith unto falvation, ready to
“ be revealed in the laft time.”

3. THE confideration of this fubje& fhould
reconcile good men to the thoughts of death,
and make them willing to lecave the world
whenever God calls them. As to fuch, Chrift
hath made death to be only exchanging this
for a better ftate ; a paflage out of this trou-
blefome world unto life eternal. And who
that refleted vpon the fufferings to which

we
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we are liable here, and the happinefs of the
future ftate, but what would be willing to
make the exchange ? What has this life to
engage our love compared with the happinefs
of heaven ! Let the good man’s worldly cir-
cumftances be ever {o agreeable, let his prof-
pects be ever fo promifing, he has no reafon
to'be unwilling to give them all up, for the .
fake  of going to be ever with the Lord.
Whether he hath lived a longer or a fhorter:
time in the world it matters not. If he hath
lived by faith in the Son of God, and kept
his commandments, death cannot come too
foon for him. And though he comes in the
guile of an enemy, and makes a formidable
appearance, he is in truth a conquered enemy,
has loft his fting and can really do us no hurt,
if we are the fervants of Chrift. © Letus then’
{incerely endeavor to obey the gofpel, and
we fhall have no reafon to fear the approach
of death, and may even with joy hope for 1r.

4. TH1s fubject affords us abundant mat-
ter of confolation under the troubles and af-
flitions which we meet with in the world.
1f we bear them with patience, and acquit
ourfelves well, it will be buta little while, be-
fore they will be followed with everlafting
joy and gladnefs. And indced the fubjeé&
we have been upon is of vaft importance in
this view: For when we are opprefled with,
the mileries and calamities of life, and expe-

rience the uncertainty and unfatisfying nature

of
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of all worldly enjoyments, it muft be aii uas
fpcakable (atisfaction, to be aflured that there .
is a more durable and happy ftate beyond the
grave, which lies open to us. Were it not for
this profpeé‘t it feems as if human nature muft
be fometimes quite overborne by forrow and
diftrefs. And thofe perfons are furely much
to be pitied as well as blamed, who, either
‘through their infidelity, or thcir difobedience
to the gofpel, can derive no confolaon fro
ity in the day of adverfity.

BuT this fubje& is, in a peculilf mannef,
adapted to fepport and comfort us,when death
takes away our pious friends and relatives. We
may fay of them asour blefled Saviour faid of
‘the Jewifh ruler’s daughter, though not in ex=
aétly the fame fenfe, they are not dead, bus
{leep ; that is, they are not dead in the fenfe
which paffion, or unenlightened nature, is ready
to pronounce them fo: 1hey are not loft, of
feperated frem us forever, but only fora timé.
Thc‘ir‘ fouls, whofe virtues and endowments
were the principal caufe of our attachment to
them, and which we moft highly valued, ars
not dead, or in the leaft injured by the diffo=
fition of the body ; they have only quitted
this ftate, and are gone to the paradife above,
where they will be forever free from all de-
filement and imperfection, and beyond the
rcach of all thofe pains and {orrOWS which
break the ret and wound the bofoms of
mortal men. And though their bodies are at
prefent under the dominion of death; and

D thut
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“fhut up in the grave, the houfe appointed for
all the living, they are prifoners of hope :
For the fame’ power which raifed the young
woman, above referred to, from the dead,
fhall, in due time, raife them alfo, with frefh
and unfading beauty, firength and viger.
To thele glorious bodics, infinitely more
‘beautiful and charming, than the moft lovely
and engaging mortal, their fouls fhall be again
. united, and enter upon the enjoyment of
endlefs and vnmixed felicity. And though
they will no more return to ws, we muft in
a lictle while go to them ;—our bedies ‘to
theirs in the grave, and our fouls to theirs
in the world of fpirits : And if, like them,
we die in the Lord we fhall again enjoy
their fociety in heaven, upon much better
terms than we did here.

THEsE confiderations muft have a powerful
tendency to comfort and fupport us, under
fuch events. 'We cannot in reafon mourn for
the dead, though we may for our own lofs.
And indeed furvwors have often great reafon
to do this. The death of a beloved, prudent
and faichful Frlend, is the greateﬂ of all tem-
poral calamicies. © It fometimes makes fuch a
breack in the family where it happens, as
nothing in this world can fully repair, and
leaves an incurable wound in the bereaved
breaft.  Mor, npon fuch accafions, is it incon=
fiftent with religion to mourn our lofs. with

moderation,  and a becoming {ubmiflion hto
‘the
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the divine will. Has not then the hufband
reafon to mourn, when death takes from him
his dear wife, to whom he was united, not
by the ties of intereft, but by the gentle, yet
powerful bands of unadulterated love ; in
whom he has ever found a prudent, faithful
and moft affeGtionate friend ; who never knew
a forrow that he had without forrowing her-
{elf, or a joy that he fele without rejoicing
with him ; who : with unremitted and almofk
unexampled tendernefs watched over her chils
dren to preferve them from evil, endeavour-
ing both by inftrué¢tion and example to train
them up in the ways of honor and ufefulnefs,
of religion and virtue; who made it her con-
tinual and delightful employment to rendes
him and all her family happy ; in whom,
to -allude to Solomon’s defcription of fuch
a woman, °the heart of her hufband did
“ fafely truft, without fear of fpoil; whe
¢ Jooked well to the ways of her houfe-
¢ hold, and ate not the bread of idlenefs ;
‘ who did him good and not evil all the
¢ days of her life; in whofe tongue was
‘ the law of kindnefs, who firetched out
‘ her hands to the poor and needy, fo that
¢ the blefling of many ready to,perifh came
‘ upon her ;’ and who was his -* companion
in the kingdom and patience of Jefus Chrift,’
and through faith in him, led a life of fincere,
though not oftentatious, piety and devotion,
looking for the mercy of God to eternal life?
—Has not, I fay, he that has loft fuch a friend
' ‘ G oD 2 and
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and companion great reafon to mourn his lofs?
He that can be unaffeGted with fuch a be-
reavement muft be fomething more or lefs than
a man. Refignation to the will of Heaven
is indeed his indifpenfable duty, though the
defire of his eyes and the delight of his heart
is taken from him. But chriftian refignation
does not deftiroy the feelings of humanity ;
nor does religion require that it fhould, Our
bleffed Saviour did not chide the fifters of
Lazarus for weepiny at the death of their
brother ; yea he wept with them. Surely
then, he will not be offended with a fervant
for weeping over the grave of a friend nearer
than a brother. Nor has the daughter much
lefs reafon to mourn her lofs, who, when fhe
Is juft coming into life, and moft needs the
hand of maternal wifdom and experience to
condu& her into the paths of religion and
honor, is deprived of a mother from whofe
affection fhe has experienced and might have |
expected every kindnefs fhe could reafonably
defire, and from whofe infiru&ion and exam-
plc {hie might have learnt the praétice of picty
and virtue, of every thing decent and praife-
worthy, lovely and of good report : Yea, the
brother of fuch a ﬁf’rcr, and all her relatives,
havc great caufe to lament their lofs when fhe
is taken from them : Though they thould not
mourn as thofe who have no hopc, nor
murmur agam(t Providence.

SvucH refle®ions as we have been attend-

mg to will not, 1 hopc, be thought unwortllay
the
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the confideration of this affembly in general :
But I muft acknowledge that in offering them
I have had a particular regard to my own cafe.
I have often endeavoured to adminifter the
confolations of religion to other people under
their affli¢tions : And they who undertake to
teach others, ought to know how to teach
themfelves. God has lately given me great
occafion for thefe confolations to fupport
my fpirits. It has plealed him in 'his moft
wife and holy providence grievoully to afilic
me and my family, by the fudden death of
my beloved companion and faithful friend.
Though [ have not lived to this age, without
often drinking of the cup of affli&tion, yet
I muft acknowledge this to be the moft bitter
drau ht which I have tafted. But * the cup
whu:h my Father hath given me, fhall I not
“ drink it ?”” I blefs God, that I am not with-
out confolation. I have reafon to hope that
my lofs is her gain ; that the is gone to the
manfions of hea,vcn, where fhe is far happier
than the happieft mortal ; where there is no-
thing to difturb her repofe, to interrupt her
felicity ; where her imperfeétions are all done
away, and her virtues perfected ; where the
diftrefles of the poor and mlferable which fhe
has fo often mourned, will never more wound
her breaft; and wherc that charity, in which
fhe fo much delighted, reigns uncontrouled,and
gives law to all the bleft inhabitants. Could
the departed fpmt now addrefs me, it would
doubt]efs be in language to this purpofc ]
“ Weep
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“ Weep not. for me, who am got beyond
¢ the reach of all imperfe@tion and forrow ;
“* but rather weep for youifelf, and for your
« childiren who are longer to ftruggle with
¢ the weaknefs, the temptations and the cala-
“ mities of mortality. Yea, inftead of weep=
~ “ ing, if you loved me, you fhould rather re-

“ joice, at the happy exchange which I have
“ made.” If we love our friends we fhall
not be unwilling to fuffer for their good. I
ought not furely to repine at fuffering much
for her happinefs, who never thought fhe
could do too much to promote mine. When
I confider thefe things, I cannot but be fenfi-
ble that even friendthip for the deceafed,
though: it gives pungency to my forrow, ought
in reafon to reconcile me to her departure.

L)

BuT I ought further to confider that as
this event has not taken place, without the
hand and counfel of God, who woundeth and
who healeth, who killeth and who maketh
alive ; fo He has a right to do what He pleafes
with me and mine, and always does what is
beft; and therefere abfolute {fubmiflion to his
will is both my duty and intereft :—That
death is the common lot of all the children
of Adam ; and friends ought always to re-
member that a parting time will come. So
that this feperation is what muft have taken
place at fome time or other. And that divine
Providence, under whofe guidance and direc-
tion fuch conne&ions are formed, knows when

and in what manner it is beft to diffolve them.
We
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We are “ fallen on evil days with dangers
“ compafs’d round.” And poflibly fuch ca-
lamities may foon befall us as fhall makemany
who are now alive with to hide themfelves in
the grave. Our blefled Saviour fpeaking in
reference to the defolation that was coming
upon Jerufalem, fays, “ wo unto them that
““are with child, and to them that give fuck
“ in thofe days.” And it will not be owing
either to our own righteoufnefs,- or to' the
good difpofition of our enemies, if the cafe
thould not be the fame among us. There
can be no doubt but God fometimes ‘removes
his faithful fervants out of ‘this world, ‘with a
view to prevent their feeing and bearing a‘part
in the calamities which he is about to bring
upon a finful people. Accordingly we read,
that ““ the righteous is taken away from the
“ evil to come.” And ‘there is an ' exprefs
promife to king Jofiah to this purpofe. *“ Thus
“ faith the Lord God of Ifrael ;—becaufe thine
*¢ heart was tender, &c. beheld ‘therefore ¥
“ will gather thee unto thy fathers, and thou
“fhale be gathered into thy grave 'in peace,
““ and thineeye fhall not fec all the evil which
T will bring upon this ‘place.” It is not
‘poflible for ‘me, or any one ¢lfe’to fay that it
1s not for a fimilar reafon ‘that God has 'taken
away my beloved friend. © And this confider-
ation affords an additional argument for acqui-
efcencein this event of providence! "When I
reflect upon my little children,‘efpécially upon
the new-born ‘infant, lent me, as i'were, 'in

exchange
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exchange for his mother, thus early deprived
of a parent who had too juft a fenfe of her
duty, and too much natural affection to neglect
the nurfing and care of her offspring, and a-
bandon cthem to unfeeling firangers, my heart
is pained within me, for thofe tender branches
of 1o beloved a vine. But here alfo religion
affords me abundant confolation. = God who
gave them and has hitherto preferved them,
fome of them through dangers and ficknefs,
can take care of, and preferve them ftill.  If
not a {parrow falls to the ground without
Him ; if the very bhairs of our head are all
numbered by Him ; furely the care, of little
children, who are jof more value than many
{parrows, cannot be benecath his notice. He
can eafily order matters fo, that they fhall
want none of that care and thofe kind offices
which their helplefs ftate requires. Our blef-
{ed Saviour, who was him{elf born of a woman,
fhewed parricular kindnefs to little children in
the days of his miniftry on earth: Nor do 1
doubt but He flill bears the fame affeétion to
fuch, delighting to be-friend them and do them
good. Wherefore committing them into the
hands of God who made them, and of hisSon
who redeemed them, and doing the duty of a
father myfelf, I need not be anxious either
about their temporal or eternal welfare.

SucH refle®tions as thefe give me much
confolation in the midft of my mourning,
though by reafon of thofe foci-al,aﬂ"e&ion;,

i whic}
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which are by no means to be condemned, 1
am not able to get wholly above all grief
upon this occafion. Give me leave to add
that [ have no doubt but God has wife and
kind purpofes to anfwer with refpeét to my-
felf and my family, by means of this difpen-
fation of his providence :~—That it is defig ncd
to make us wifer and better, lefs fond of this
vain world, and more earneft and diligent in
feeking that eternal life which the gofpel
reveals —THhat it is defigned to make me
more intirely devoted to him and his fervice
in the ftation to which he has called me; and
therefore more likely to be ferviceable to
you, in the work of the miniftry ; particularly
better qualified to fympathife with,and to com-
fort them that are in forrow ; whxch I thould
efteem as one valuable effe@ of my afHliGtion.
Indeed one principal reafon of my thus freely
laying open to you, the fources of my own
eonfolation on this occafion, is that you may
be comforted under fimilar trials, if they have
already befallen you, or thould befall you,
with the fame “ comfort wherewith I am my-
“ felf comforted of God.” And this, I hope,
will at lealt be fome apology, for fpeaking fo
much concerning myfelf and my own private
trouble, and in fome degree digrefling from
my f{ubjeét. Though, indeed, 1 do not ap-
prehend that this vifitation ought to be con-
fidered as only a private afflition. The death
of a perfon, in the midft of her days, whofe
example was at once fo engaging, and fo

E worthy
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worthy of imitation, is a lofs not only to her
family, but to all her friends and acquaintance.
Nor do I doubt but my beloved hearers
in general, and efpecially thofe who have
more * fully known her manner of life, faith,
charity and patience,” are aflli¢ted by her
death, and mourn both their own lofs and
mine. I have known too much of your
efteem and friendfhip for her, and have ex-
perienced too many inftances of your kind-
nefs to me, to leave any room to doubt this.
And while I, with gratitude, and a kind of
{ad pleafure, refle& upon your generous {ym-
pathy with me, I pray God that you may
not be without the confolations of religion
te fupport you under this and every other
trial, tha: providence may bring upon you ;
and that you may have wildom and grace ta
improve them for his glory and your own
good ;—to be followers of your deceafed
friends, fo far as they followed Chrift.

§. AND to conclude; fince Jefus Chrift
hath by the gofpel brought to light a ftate of
future and eternal happinefs for the righteous,
let us make it our great concern to obrtain a
title to it ; by a patient continuance in well-
doing feeking for glory, honor and immor-
tality. Temporal death we cannot: efcape,
nor if we are wife fhall we defireit: QOur
bodies- muft. fhortly go to-the grave and-fee
corruption ; but our immortal fouls fhall
either be convoyed by angels: to the realmE,

e
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of blifs, or thruft down into that place of
torment, where there is no joy, no confola-
tion, no hope. God calls upon us both by
his word and by his providence to prepare for
eternity ; and if we will not regard the call,
in vain, as to us, hath Chrift abolifhed death,
and brought cternal life to light, fince in the
error of our ways we feek the former, and
will not lay hold on the latter. Let us, then,
in this their day mind the things of our peace
before they are hidden from our eyes; and
in a particular manner attend ‘to- the -admo-
nitions of providence in the departure of our
friends and acquaintance, imagining that we
hear, as it were, a voice founding from the
chamber of death, and from the tomb faying,
““ be ye alfo ready, improve the fleeting mo-
“ ments ; for there is no work, nor device,
“ nor knowledge, nor wifdom in the grave,

“ whither ye are haftening.” Did we pro
perly regard fuch admonitions, and now lne
s dying, immortal creatures ought to live,
we fhould be prepared to meet death with
calmnefs and compofure of mind, however
fuddenly or unexpeétedly it might come upon
us: And when we quit thefe bodies to be
depofited in the duft for a time, our never-
dying fpirits would fly fwiftly to the regions
of light, and joy unfpeakable and full of
glory. There, without doubt, we fhall find
many of our old friends and acquaintance
who are gone bﬁFOI'C us. i And perhaps the
felicity of that place will in part arifc from
their
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their {ociety and converfe.* There we fhall
be introduced into “ the general affembly
““and church of the firft-born which are
“ written in heaven, to God the Judge of all,
“ to the fpirits of jult men made perfe&, and
““ to Jefus the mediator of the new covenant.”
O what joy and gladnefs of heart will fpring
from hence! Imagination can at prefent form
no adequate idea of it. O when fhall we
enter upon this thrice blefled ftate ? When
thall we go to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerufalem, to fpend an eternity in
the fublime exercifes of knowledge, purity
and love ? |

* See 1 Thefl, ii. 19, zo.
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