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Sir—A ftiend in Nashville has sent me
the Republican Banner of the 19th inst, in

however, in this instance, that it has the
authority of a respectable and intelligent

Which 1s contained the following remarks : correspondent, I have felt myself warrant-

‘ The Presidnt” awd " Ex-.
The old Chief of the Hermitage, himself,
aﬁ)pears to have lost all hope of Mr. Van

uren’s success in ‘treading in the foots
steps of his illustrious predecessor.’ An
intelligent and res onsigle correspondent
communicates the fact that, on his recent
visit to Nashville, General Jackson re-
marked, that Mr. Van Buren’s administra-
tion must go down : that he knew that so
soon as Mr. V. B. called Congress togeth-
er in September, and thereby admitted that
he possibly might be wrong, his fate was
sealed. 1f he had refused to convene the
extraordinary session, he would not now be
in a miNomrry. But, said he, although the
President must % down, he will fall in a
glorious cause., We do not pretend to give
the exact words said to have been used on
the occasion referred to, but have stated the
substance of the remarks,”

This is one of the many fabrications
which have been made and circulated by
those who control this paper, with the hope
of prejudicing my character in the estima-
tion of my countrymen. Neither during
my late visit to Nashville, nor on any oth-
er occasion, have I used any remarks which
can justify such a statement, It ascribes
te me opinions that I never held, and fears
that I never entertained. I never for a mo-
ment harbored the thought that the admin-
istration of Mr. Van Buren would not be
successful. All his official acts manifest

his determination to cenform his adminis-

tration to that construction of the constitu-
tion which has ever been claimed and sus-
tained bg the republican party,
he has shown, in my judgment, that he has
taken principle for his guide, and aims at
no other object but the public geod. It is,
therefore, not possible that I could have
used any Janguage respecting him, which
could create a doubt in‘the'mind of any
one as to my confidence in his future suc-

- CEess.

It is with regret that I feel called upon’
to notice the effusions of a press which has
been 8o generally characterized by a disre-

ard of truth, and in respect to myself, by
t%xe most gross calumny. As it.intimates,

Thus far

L “ed in making this communication on the

subject, in order that the public may rot
credit the misrepresentation of my feelings
and views. If the editors themselves are
not the correspondent, it is to be expected
that they will name him, and the time
when, and_the place where, and before
whom, in Nashville, the alleged conversa-
tion was held.
_ ANDREW JACKSON.
Hermitage, Dec. 21st, 1837.

From the Cincinnati Daily Advertiser.
SLANDER REFUTED.

“ The old chief of the Hermitage, him-
self, appears to have lost all hopes of Mr.
Van Eureni@.} success in ¢ treading in the
footsteps of his -illustrions predecessor.’
An intelligent and responsible correspon-
dent communicates the fact, that on his re-

cent visit to Nashville, General' Jackson

remarked, that Mr. Van Baren’s adminis-
tration must go down: that he kuew that as
soon as Mr. Van Buren called Congress
together in September, and thereby admit-
ted that he inight possibly be wrong, his
fate was sealed: if he had refused to con-
vene the extraordinary session, he would
not now be inthe MiNoriTY.. But, said he,
although the President must go down, he
will fall in a cLor1OUS cAUsE. We do not
ﬁietend to give the exact words said to
ave been used on the occasion referred to,
but; have stated' the substance of the re-
marks.”’
Having seen the above ‘extract from a
Nashville paper, the day before we re-
ceived from the ** Old Chief of the Her-

.mitage,’”’ a letter in which he freely ex-
presses his sentiments on the measures of

his suceessor in office, and those sentiments
being so very different from those attribut-
ed to him, we did suppose that its publica-
tion would be a conclusive refutation of
what we had no doubt was a foul slander,
and therefore wrote by the express mail to
General Jackson for liberty to publish his
letter, which would show to the world that
he entertained no such ideas as have been
attributed to him by the calumniator, who-
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exer emqg €. ] mﬁsungxﬂal plaasnra;
to st m:hr,mflsw}x wmmy  give:
ing e fergn iyad. ss.well o cosi

futation;of 1 ep ve ader, as for the im=,
portan fs‘ e noble, sent;mentt it cons
tg;ns oq“‘hf: state of; the

we haye p.;iqa#t._n will be read with.the,
dee&ae} ,iﬁte;e_‘ st by, every. honest dWa’ca

1gto ﬁy}tqpe hands it may come. .1 Log
QTF’WG‘J bu wnéuen the, Lem!s&ﬂthﬂ
itage, as above stated, we samwiin
fz the next ﬁy the diiamml

R[F g %neral under his .own: smnatum,
qj'[ ying .ex) ressed any such. gentin
n}ﬁntsaso ntained in the aboye extract,”
}E@Y‘? published last. Satup;ia

ﬂw hope.that we would . ob-

i bhsh what we con-

c Vﬂ ,woul havc een itself a:complete:

utg.t.}un of the slnnder, inforder. that, the
dlsamwal and its corroboration should ap-
pear together. . Our readers therefore have
all together in the paper this day, which we
hape na doubt will be read . by them with
gre-az Feaqum and edification, .. |

s further corroboranon of the unplum

S e O

confidence placed. in the integrity of. Mr.

Van_ Buren by General Jag.kaon, we 'give -

here a _ short extr t from

tter of his,
dated the 3list o

August raaﬁ, hefqre the

s letter. was, received.the. very. day on

which we. raaewed the President’s message. 'tained by a farther struggle for the  resto-

The extract is in, these words
no doubt. that the P:esldent S, messa e will
be full and strong, and meet the wishes of
all his frl.ends, on the subject of the e’ntlre
separation _of the government from, all
Banks as a repository of the pubhc reves
nue.”  In this lett?lz, which was not.ashort
one; thﬁre was. not a. ward -against, calling
the extra session of Co rgsq, or expressive
of any doubt that Mr Buren would
not be fully. sustained in hxa sRIEASNICH by
the American people.

HeRMITAGE, December 17, 1837.
D’ew Wirs—— o0 o
Y our letter of - the 4th mstant has heen
for some :days befare me, bnt it has not

I have

the present moment.; Hoo o

In relation to the wpeot:;oﬁpnbho a;ﬂ‘aus
which to some 6f our friends  appears un-
favorable to the: hapo of effecting an  early
separation of the- fiseal operation of the
treasury - from the: ageney of banks, state
and: national, I see nothing that should be-
get despair, or induce us toretrace’our steps
or relax our. exertions. .-Fhe:recent: elee-

tions in New  York manifest, it is true, -

some supineness on the part! of those who
have heretofore sustained the ascendency

‘acquiesce in the 1

q‘; lh&dd Eleﬂ'emoman rinei lea, bat Lhe
expose also the real obyzcts al:ld true ohary-
| acter of the Federal party, which is -ever
vigilant to seize any opportunity that'is
pwabntaﬂ for ' the- recovery of the

-~ they-lostin’ the: establishment of the pre-
sent- constitution, and 'in the memorable
contest of ’98 and 1800. ' Such an oppor-
tinity -was afforded:in the present erisis, by
the division'in the [Republican ranks res-
pecting the means which should be imme-
diately adopted to in¢rease the metallic ba-
sis of our c1rculatmg medium andplace the
government money; or rather the money of
; lie:people; in a.state of propersecurity. If
this division has 'thus cost a defeat, may
~ we not-hope that it is but- femporary, an
that it will bring us again, as it has.always
dorne before, a solid and lasting victory—
awvictory which will be the result of enlight-
ened co-operation and -concert on the part
of all true repablicans, sacrifieing all mi-
nordifferences, and rallying as one man to
the defence of :the great: principles which
it is'the design of the common enemy; the -
federal party, to overthrow. /.

" T'participate with you in the 'reg.ret ex-
pressed “at ‘the attitude occupied by Mr.

-Rwes and Mr. Ritchie, in'the present con-

‘test.
meeting, of Cong.gesq in the extra session. .

‘None of us, however, ' doubt ' their
good intentions,and feel confident that they
will 'sooti sée'that nothing good is to be at-

ration'of the connection between the Banks
and the Treasury, ' After the treachery ‘of
the Banks to the Government, it will be

‘vain to suppose that the people can ever be
‘induced to acquiesee in their employment
“again as public depositories. ' What secu-
“yity can'we have that they will not always

suspend payment when those who eontrel

‘and make money out of them, will find it

their interest todo'so?  Let it be borde in
mind that the recent suspension tccurred

‘at'a time of profound peace with all for-
‘eign ‘nations, when our exhaustless resour-

ces ‘were all in suceessful operation, and

“then let us consider what would have been
‘the consequences i if such an event‘had
been in my power tofreply to’ lkeanher than

hap-
éned in’ a critical state' of war.  The
anks, in'stch an  exigency, would ‘have

“held the sinews of war, without responﬂl-
‘bility ‘to the General Government.’
~aged as 'they now are by those” ‘who use

Man-

them as instraments of profit, they would
have been unable, even if w:llmg to ‘meet
the demand of the public necessity. Isit
reasonable’ to suppose that'the people can

Kea of ti‘uitln% the public
defénce to such corporations 2 Rest as-
'suréd ‘they never will, and those who are
so unfortunate as to entertamthat. idea, will



find that all their attempts to give effect to
it are of no avail, except to ‘aid ‘the party
which is anxious to defeat the' Republican
suidd. =i daidw du ¥ Issahe™ 94 K b :

The truth is, Sir, that -the: separation of
Bank and State was su b

S it NOW X e union of the two at
%oﬂoﬁe%%he Revolution was as odious
as that of church and state; and such will
now be found to be the sentiment of the
great body of the American people, when-
ever the question is fairly submitted to their
judgment. . ¢ IIBOWD T Y0, g
'QI am aware that the confidenceT reposed
ifi the State Banks when the removal of the
deposites was determined upon is used to
justify, not only the re-union of the Banks
and the T'reasury, but also as an argament
against the consistency of those who like
Mr. Van Buren, sustained that act of my
administration.} I -admit that . this confi-
dence existed'and had some influence on
the considerations which prompted ‘me: to
resort to them at that time as a substitute
- for the Bank of the United States. \When
this latter institution took the political field,
and avowed the insulting right, to expend
the public money in diss,eminﬁti.ﬂg;il# ana-
themas against the general government, it
was nataral for me toseek for a,snbst_imt_e for
" such an  institution: in the State Banks.
These Banks were in operation, and if pru-
dently managed, could have’ safely filled
the vacuum ocecasioned by 1he,,win§ing up
of the U. S. Bank, without producing any
-serious change in the commereial or busi-
ness operations of the country. They could
.not at least do worse than the U. S, Bank
‘had done, and it was but charitable to in-
dulge the hope that they would do better.
But was this confidence well founded, and
whose fault is it that it was not ? Let their
treachery to the government and the people

 lieve that the’danger exists whieh

| is'to ‘deladethé péoplé and o
| sapetion to the 'ﬂgﬁiiﬁhﬁbﬁ :

and sword in the hands of the Execative
is‘eonjuredup for political “effect. "Phere’
aré wone who ¥esort to this humbag, who be-
er exis ! ; : th’ey Bb
cate. " “THeir only wish
ybtain their
i ation  of banks and

their irrespofisible issues. Theyknow that
Congress is vested with the power to'lay
and collect taxes—to raise armies of which'
the President is charged with the direction
and with the due execution of ‘the laws—
that by law all money appropriated 'a"h'pei-'
dily applied to the objects of its appropria-
tion, and ‘one cent cannot be drawn from
the Treasury but in pursuance of law and
on-the warrant of the -Séci‘étaj’:rr,‘; of the
Treasury ‘countersigned by the Treasurer
and 1st Comptroller—that ‘the "President
is bound by solemn oath to see the laws
faithfully exeecuted; and that to every Con-
gress 'the Secretary of the Tieasury is
bound to makean expose ofall the disburse-
mént, which is examined by Congress—
that the President for failure of duty is lia-
ble to impeachment—away then with tkis
raw-head-and-bloody-bones. It 'is only a
device 1o continue the usage of taxing the
people for the benefit of Banks,—~an effort
to take the public revenue out of the hands
of responsible to put it into the bands of
irresponsible agents, who will use it to en-
courage over ‘issues of paper money, and
thas expose the Government and people
perpetually, to the injuries we are now ex-
periencing from the want of a stable cur-
rency. : 3 2
If the revenue is received in gold and
silver, it will force the Banks to resume
specie payments, keep them  within the
bounds of just banking principles, give the
people a metallic currency or its equivalent,
and put an end to the overtra_ding’_and wild
speealation which have been "so long the

clamorously’ ‘de

answer. . lvery day that the. directors of bane'of ourcountry. Is it not then our

these Banks inet at their boards, they knew
their - liabilities and their assets to meet
them. They were repeatedly and earnest-
ly cautioned by the ‘I'reasury Department
not to over-issue—their charters prohibited
it—their solemn obligations to the govern-

ment and . people, and every prineciple; of

moral honesty forbade it. Still, in cpen
_violation of all obligation, they suspended
specie payment in a time of profound peace,
robbed the treasury of many millions of
money, and cried out at the same time that
‘the Treasury was bankrupt.

But aware that the administration cannot
be .injured by the charge, that confidence
was oncereposed in the State Banks, the
raw-head-and-bloody-bones. of the purse

duty to rally round such a measure, and
are we not wrong in doubting the disposi-
tion of the people, to sustain ‘whatis so
anifestly their interest and welfare?
Sln separating the Government from the
anks we secure to labor its fair reward in
an undeviating tender. 'of value, every ho-
nest pursuit is promoted, the Government
is relieved from the political ‘influence of
the money power, legislation is purified,
and the republican feelings of our ¢itizens
are cherished) The mint, for the support
of which the” people are taxed, will then
be employed in its ‘proper office, that of
coining the metals, which, in exchange for
our profitable commodities, will ' steadily
flow into our land; 7 47 ¢ :

.
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m tution, in :mapeetmf:ham & forei {g at the subject.
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‘he plan propesed by Mr. |

Ay e '-,* ill' Buren expnses us tomo bamrds.—-,()n the
ng. " The i ,:-vi,ijgt qom:y. if adopted, it will simplify the
S erations of our revenue, purify legisla-
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hq y removing from it the corrupting in-

wer f% E top. pa t. and ti}np‘ mno of ‘money, and ensure: paage, “har-
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trqst to any moneyed institution, Al ex- They are’but. an ou e of the general
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this Union as a common agent, in order to car-
ry into effect the powers which they had dele-
gated by the coustitution for their mutual se-
curity and prosperity; and that, in fulfilment
of this high and sacred trust, this Government
is bound so to exercise ils powers as not fo in-
terfere with. the stabili g and security of the
domestic institutions of the states that compose
the Union; and that it is the solemn duty of the
Government to resist, to the extent of its con-
stitutional power, all attempts by one portion to
of the Union to use it as an instrument to at-
tack the domestic institutions of another or for
to weaken or destroy such institutions.
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And resolved, That any attempt of Congress
to abolish slavery in any Territory of the Uni-
ted States, in which it exists, would create se-
rious ala.rm, and just apprehension, in the
States sustaining that domestic institution,
would be a violation of good faith towards the
inhabitants of any such Territory who have
been permitted to settle with, and hold slaves
therein, because the people of any such Terri-
tory have not asked for the Abolition of slave-
ry therein, and because when any such Terri-

y shall he admitted into the Union as a
State, the people thereof will be entitled to de-
cide that question exclusively for themselves.
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REMARIKS of Mr. BUCHAN AN,
On Mr. Calhoun’s Resolutions on the Abolition of Slavery.

Mr. Buchanan, of Pennsylvania, said he rose
with extreme reluctance, o make some remarks
upon the question now before the Senate. I my-
self, said Mr. Buchanan, had determined this
morning to move a reference of these resolutions
of the Senator from South Carolina (Mr. Cal-
houn) to a select committee, but was dissuaded
: urpoae after I reached the Senate. This

mntmn now been made by another gentleman
(Mr. Benton) and I am calle({ upon to vote either
for or : tit. As I am still elearly of opinion
that an immediate reference of these resolutions
10 a select committee would, under existing cir-
cumstances, - be the wisest course, whether we
regard the interest of the Northor the South, I

In SeNaTE, Friday, Jan. 5.
am prepared to give this motion my hearty sup-

On this exeiting questionI desire to do nothing
as a member of this body, which can in the
sh%] test degree interfere with the constitutional
rights of the slave-holding States. My fate as a
public man is as deeply staked upon' the preser-
vation of these rights as that of any other indivi-
dual in the country. Ihave long'smee taken my
stand, and from it I shall not be driven. I donot
desire to maintain myself at home, unlessI can
do it with a due re‘gu:d to the rights and the
safety of the people of the South. 1am pared
therefore, to adopt any just measure wn.hm
pale of the Constitution, to settle this dangeroun



question, and to afford the greatest security to

slave-holding States.  Notwithstanding these are
my sfnmﬁén%,x canriot believe that ;ﬁ%
from'South Carolina has chosen the course - best

caleulated to attain these results. This is the
great centre of agitation. From this Capitol, it
spreads over the whole Union. I, therefore, de-

recate a protracted discussion of the question

ere. Itean do 'pgoOﬂ, but may do muc “harm,
both 3ﬁf_fi_:hefg0rth agéld flll_l_the Shmith. It was hﬁ
this reason that, after the right of petition had
beeﬁ'i‘reoﬁgnimd by a sqlemt% vbtefof Iiqu body,
I'‘wag content t6 ‘4ot as we have dene for the
last'two yedrs, and leave, the. quesiion to be, diss
cussed by the people 'of the country themselves.
We have now abandoned this safe, this Br_.u,dent
course, and _what has been the result? For the
last y days we have been engaged in a
discussion eminently calculated to irritate and
inflame the public mind ; and as yet we have not

adopted the third series of resolutions. If we .

roceed, T shall be agreeably disappointed if an-
other week should close this debate. And what
shall we gain by the adoption of these r%qﬁau;
tiors? ' Nothing, worse than nothing. _
who look to the votes upon them, as the stan-
dard by which to ascertain how many are in fa-
vor of, and how many opposed fo their main
object, will fp‘%tea_tl “mistaken Some thirieen
or fifteen votes have heen recorded *nfa'mat these
resolutions ; when, from my -knowledge of Sena-
to;a,{fam firmly ¢onvinced that there are but very
few, if any, who are not prepared to vote for re-
solutions prepared in ‘such a conciliatory spirit,
as not to encounter the opinions or the prejudices
of any, and which busf%t.tq give,and 1 .f])elieve
would give, entire satisfaction te the South. The
moral effect of such a unanimons or almost unani-
mous vote of the Senate, would be great upon
the country. It is, therefore, for the purpose of’
arresting this unprofitable debate, and of having
such resolutions reported by a select committee,
that I shall vote in favor of the proposition.
What have we witnessed tg_Qn the present oc-
casion? 'The Senators from Delaware, although
representing  a slave-holding = State upon this
floor, have voted against these resolutions, be-
canse, in their opinion, they can detect in them
the poison of nullification. "Now, I can see no
such thing in them, and am ready to avow that
in the main they contain nothing but the asser-
tion of correct political .princj:gleg to which I am
devoted. But what then? These Senators are
placed in' a false ?psit_ion,‘ and are compelled
to vote against resolutions the object of which
they he_artily'a'E]prpve._ Again, my friend, the
Senator from New 'Jersey, (Mr. Wall) votes
against them, because they are polifical abstrac-
tic;m,- of which he ::lhtiinks gi%S_en&te ought not to
take cognizance ; althou ¢ 18 as much opposed
to'abplitidn,;and?-gs v_m_ll?n 0 m:fn_zajn the con-~
stitutional rights' of the ég:& as_any  Senator
upon this floor." Other afors  believe, the
right of petition has been endangered; and until
that has been established, they will not vote for
::g-resolutians upon the subject Thus we stand;
thus thosc of us inthe North, who must sus-
tain the brunt of the battle, are forced imto false
positions. ~ Abolition thus acquires force by bring-
mE to its aid the right of petition and the hostility
which exists in the North against the doctrines of
nullification. It is vain to say that these princi-
ples are not really involved in the question. This
may be, and in ‘my opinion, is frue; but why, by
our conduct here, should we afford the abolition-
ists such plausible pretexts? The fact is, and it
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cannot be disguised; iliat those of us n® the Nor-
Lheﬁ; tates who have determined to sustain the
rights of the slave-holding States at every hazard,
are placed in a most embarrassing sitnation. We
are almost literally between two fires, whilst in
front we are assailed by the abolitionists, our own
friends in the South are constantly driving usinto
positions where their enemies and our enemies
may gain important advantages. = Let us
then sacrifice. forms if we can obtain the sub-
stance, '

Now, sir, if a select committee should be raised,

“ they might, I think, report these resolutions, which

would receive the almost unanmimous vote of the
Senate. .

What is the evil of which the Southern States
complain? Numerousabolition societies have been
formed throughout the Middle and Northern
States; and for what purpose? It cannot be forthe
urpose of effecting any change of opinion in the
ee Statesonthe subject of slavery, We have
no slaves there; we never shall have any slaves
there. The objeect cannot be to operate on the
slave-holders; because the abolitionsts must know
every person within the sound of my voice knows
that their interference with this question, has
bound the slave-holding interest together as one
man against abolishing slavery in their respective
States. Before this uufortunate agitation com-
menced, a very large and growing existed
in several of the slave States in favor of the gra-
dual abolition of slavery; and now not a voice is
heard there in support of such a measure. The
abolitionists have postponed the emaneipation of
the slaves. in three or four States, of this Union for
at least halfa century. - They have, by their in-
terference, produced such' a state of public opi-
nion that no man within these States would now
be bold enough to raise such a question before
any of their Legislatures. What, then, isthe pur-
Foae of these societies—I will notsay the purpose,

or I eannot, and do not, attribute to them such
unholy intentions—but what is the direct tenden-
cy of their measures! To irritate and exasperate
€ feelings of the slaves; to hold out to them
vague notions and delusive hosea of liberty; to
render them discontented and unhappy, and,
finally, to foment seryile insurrection, with all its
attendant horrors,and to cover the land with blood.
However devoted to the Union the South may be
the cup of forbear ance may yet be exhausted. = If
the father of a family bé placed in such a deplora-
ble condition thathe cannot retire to rest at night
without apprehension that before the morning hi
house may be envelopedin flames, and those who

are nearest and dearest to him may be butchered

or worse than butchered, the great law of self-pre-
servation will compel him to aeek*seeuyhy-b%
whatever means it may be obtained. Now, sir,

have long watched the progress of this agitation
with ntense anxiety, and I can say, in solemn
truth that never before have I witnessed such a
deep, pervading, and determined feeling as exist
at presentupon this subject the sober and
regecti,n men of the South. They love the Union,
but if its blessings cannot be enjoyed but in con-
stant fear of their own destruction, necessity will
compel them to abandon it. Such is now the
Southern feeling. The Union is now in er,
and I wish to proclaim the fact. The brave man
looks danger in the face, and vanquishes it; whilst
the coward closes his eyes at its approach, and is
overwhelmed. The Unionisas dear to me asmy
heart’s blood. I would peril life, character, and
every earthly hope, to maintain it; but the best
mode of preserving it is to warn its friends of ap-



proachin® danger. This T verily believe now ex-
1sts, and that 100, solely from the efforts of these
abolition societies: I can' faney no other causeé
which could by possibility endanger its existence.
And, if the Uwion should be dissolved upon the
question of slavery, what will be the conse-
quences! An entire non-intercourse between its
diflerent parts, mutual jealousies, and implacable
wars. . The hopes of the friends of liberty, in
every clime, would be blasted; and despotism
might regain her empire over the world. I might
present in detail the evils which would flow from
disunion, but I forbear. I shall not further lift
the curtain. The scene would be too painful.
The good sense and sound patriotism of the peo-
‘ple of the: North, when once aroused to the dan-
ger, will apply the apgropria'te- remedy. The
peacefil influence of public opinion will save the
Union. '
The seleet committee might report a resolution
which would ebtain the unanimous vote of the
Senate, declaring that neither the Congress of the
United States, nor any State, nor any combination
of individuals in ‘any State, has any right to in-
terfere with the existence or regulation of' slavery
in'any other State, where it is recognised by law.
Even the abolitionists themselves, so far as‘'my
knowledge extends, have never denied this prin-
ciple. Itwas solemnly announced by the first
Congress; and it is most clearly the doctrine of the
Constitution. That instrument expressly recog-
nises the right to hold slaves as property in the
States where slavery exists. This, then, is not
a question of general morality, affecting the con-
sciences of men, but it is a question of constitu-
tional law. When the States became parties to
the Federal compact, they entered into a solemn
agreement that property in slaves should be as in-
violate -as any other property. Whilst the Con-
stitution endures, no human power except that of
the State within which slavery exists, has any
right to interfere with the question. An attempt
on the part of any other State; or of Congress, to
violate this right would be a palpable vielation
of the Constitution. - Congress might as'well un-
dertake to interfere with slavery under a foreign
Government as in any of the States where "itnow
exists. 1 feel confident that there would not be
a single dissenting voice' raised in the Senate
against the adoption of such aresolution as I have
suggested. ' ' e
A second resolution might assert the prineiple
that Congress have no right under the constitu-
tion to prohibit the transfer of slaves by a citizen
of one grtate to a citizen of another State, when
slavery is r ised by the laws of both. The
er “to rme commerce among the several
g‘::l:es“-can never be construed into a power to
abolish this commerece. Regulationis one thing,
destruction another. - As long ‘as slaves eontinue
to be property under the constitution, Congress
mightas well undertake o prohibit the people of
Massachusetts from selling their domestic manu-
factures in South Carolina, as to prohibit the mas-
ter of a slave in Virginia from disposing of him to
his neighborin North' Carolina. Both cases rest
upon the same principle of constitutional law.
‘E;fe power to regulate does not imply the pow-
eer to destroy. 1 believe that such a resolution
would encounter no serious opposition in the Se-
.+ Again,a third resolution might be adopted in
regard to ‘the abolition of slavery in the District
of Columbia, which would unite nearly every suf-
7 VOIS
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frage in the Senate. This District was ceded to
the United States by_Vi_r_FiniaandiMaifyluxd. At
the date of the cession, tiey were hoth slave-hold:
ing States, and they continue fo be so at this :Ya,y
—Does any man_suppose, for a single moment,
that tney would have ever made this cession, if
they had supposed that Congress would. sbolish
slavery in this District of ten miles square whilst
it existed in their Surrounding territories? S

long as it continues in these two States, it wonld
bé a violation of the implied faith which we

. pledged to them by the aceeptance of the cession

to convert this very cession into the means of injur-
ing and destroying their peace and security. . .

" 1f this District were free, it would become @
city of refuge for the abolitionists. It would be a
secure asﬁlun; from whence they conld scatter ar+
rows, firebrands, and death throughout the slave-
holding States. It would become the very centre
of agitation, : s ol Famohs

T'he peoplé of this District have viewed wi

amazement and indignation, the reiterated :
persevering attempts which have, been made by
the citizens of distant States, to interfere in their
domestic concerns and deprive them of their pro-
perty.  They have protested againstthis foreign
wnterference with their righis; but they have pro-
tested in vain. Petitions still,_ continue to d:w
in, although the petitioners ou\g%t to know that
slavery exists here in its mildest form, and that if
they should be successful, there would not be a

single slave leftin the district upon which the
: %m'o‘m

law could operate. 'Before any. pur-
pose could Congress, ally the. alav;ea;lg::a

would be solgﬁd_sem away into the slave States,

{1

far from the place of their birth and_their affec,
tions. “Sueccess in this attempt would thus place
the slaves themselves in a worse condition than
th?rargatpresem. ' e rutioal ' ot
resolution might, therefore, be ﬁdgpted, in
accordance with the spirit and tone of President
Van Buren’s remarks upon thig subjeect,inhis admi-
rable ‘inaugural address. It might declare that
whilstslavery exists in Maryland, and Virginia,,
it ought not, 1n the opinion of the Senate, to be
abolished in the District of Columbia. o R
~ This Committee ought to be most carefully se-
lected by the Senate. It would be composed of
men whose opinions would command the greatest
weiglit throughout the country. Every thing
like party polities should be banished from our
deliberations on this subject. I should deem
mgelf guilty of moral treason, if, on a, question
which may endanger the existence of the Union,
I eould permit my conduct,to. be mfluenced by,
the Lﬁetty desire of obtaining a party trinumph.
Letthe resolutions be framed in a most coneilia-
tory spirit, and let them be clothed in language
which shall shock the opinions of no Senator.
Provided the substance be retained, I care not for
the form. ~Such resolutions, adopted by an almest
unanimous vote, might exert the happiest influ-
ence. They would mark a clear and a broad line
of separation between the friends of the Union
on the one side, and the abolitionists on the other,
They would free the question from the party po-
lities of the day, and would rally all the friends of
the Constitution every where in their support.
~ The Middle and Northern States are the field
upon which this great battle must be fought. I
fear not, I doubt not the result, if Senators from
the South, where the people are already united,
would but consent to adopt the counsels of those
who must bear the bruntof the contest.
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