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MEMOIR
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JAMES M’CORKLE.

Janes M’CorxrLE, the subject of
this short narrative, was born in
Greenville, Tennessee, February 23d,
1830. When very young he was sent
to Sabbath-school. He soon became
attached to the schoeol, and was rare-
ly absent except when providentially
detained. He was serious and atten-
tive while at school, and as soon as
he had learned to read, would spend
the Sabbath evenings in reading the
books which his teacher had given
- him; and would often relate a eonsi-
derable part of the contents of these
and other little books to one or both
of his parents, frequently expressing
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the wish that he was like the indivi-
duals of whom he had read. Such at
this early period was his frequent pes
tition at the throne of grace. Often in
secret did he pray that God would
take away his wicked heart and give .
him a good heart. We have much
evidence that God, who has declared
“Those that seek me early shall find
me,” had heard and answered the
prayer of little James years before hisg
death.

At a very early age James appeared
to be the subject of religious impres-
sions. His parents often conversed
with him upon the subject of religion.
They presented before his infant mind
the goodness of God, manifested in
the formation of his little body, his
hands, his feet, his eyes, his ears, all
conducing to his comfort. They enu-
merated the many blessings which
surrounded him: they reminded him
of the law of God, so good and so
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well adapted, if obeyed, to promote
his happiness in this world and
through eternity. At the same time
they told him how wicked he had
been in hating so good a Being, and
in breaking so excellent a law. Then
would they show the benevolence of
the Savior in dying for him to save
him from endless misery and to make
him happy for ever. At such times
he appeared serious and solemn; his
countenance indicated sorrow and re-
morse of conscience; and he often
said that his heart was very wicked ;
that he was sorry he had been <o
wicked ; that he often prayed to God
to take away his wicked heart and
give him a good heart, that he might
love the Savior and obey him.

+ When young he manifested a mild
.and governable disposition, readily
vielding to the commands of his pa-
rents and superiors: seldom did he
disobey his parents; and when he
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did, and was reproved for it, he exhi-
bited great grief, acknowledged his
fault, asked forgiveness, and promised
to try to obey them better in future.
He was kind and affectionate to his
only sister and two little brothers;
and rarely, if ever, did he dispute or
quarre] with his little playmates.
He never used profane language,
and was not willing even to repeat
any profane expression which he
heard others use. He was displeased
with such persons, and avoided them.
It 1s not known that he ever told a
falsehood. Ie thought lying a great
crime—that those children who told
a falsehood were very guilty, and
that God was angry with them.
When he was accused of doing wrong
he would not tell a falsehood to es
cape correction; but would acknow-.
ledge his fault and ask forgiveness.
Little James possessed an attentive
and thoughtful mind. He cheerfully
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attended public worship on the Sab-
bath. He sat still at church—was
attentive and serious; and often after
he returned home related those parts
of the discourse which impressed him
most. He believed that the Sabbath
was the Lord’s day, and that it should
be kept holy.

He believed that the Bible was a
great blessine. When he had a little
money which he could call his own,
and it was proposed to him either to
purchase with it something to please
his fancy or gratify his taste, or to
give it to send the Gospel to the pe-
rishing heathen, the latter would be
his quick decision.

For two or three years before his
death he gave evidence that he was
the subject of the operations of the
Holy Spirit. During this period the
writer frequently conversed with him.
He oftem said that he was sorry he
had sinned against God, but not as
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sorry as he ought to be; that he loved
God, and often prayed that he might
love him more, and serve him better.

In the month of July, 1840, in the
tenth year of his age, he was attacked
with a violent fever. The disease ad-
vanced rapidly ; he became deranged,
and at intervals lost the recollection
of speech, accompanied with other
alarming symptoms, For a few days
his life appeared to be in imminent
danger. Then did his parents renew-
edly give him in covenant to God,
and importunately pray that his rea-
son might be restored, that they
might know the state of his mind in
view of death.

On the eighth day the disease ap-
peared slightly to abate. It gradually
yielded so far that in a few days he*
was calm, and reason was perfectly .
restored. He was then asked if he
had realized how dangerously sick he
had been—if he had been praying to



8 MEMOIR OF (120

God to pardon his sins, and if he had
given his heart to the Savior. He an-
swered, “ Yes, I have been praying
many years to God to pardon my
sins, to take away my sinful heart,
and give me a good heart, and make
me a good child. I have been praying
ever since I was a little child, when
my mother taught me to pray Sab-
bath nights. I prayed and gave my-
self to God on the day that I was
taken sick. I love God, but not half
so much as I ought to love a Being
who is so haly, who made me, and
who has been so good to mhe.”

During six or elght weeks he ap-
peared to be slowly recovering; but
then his health began again to de-
cline. His bowels were seriously af-
fected; but by the use of appropnate
means were relieved. His lungs were
" then attacked. He suffered some pain
in the breast, and at times coughed
almost incessantly. His constitution
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had become so enfeebled that he
sank under disease after an illness of
about three months. The last ten
weeks he had his reason, and suffer-
ed but little pain.

When he began to recover from
the attack of fever, and thought he
should get well, he expressed a strong
desire to attend the Sabbath-school
again. He was asked if he would be
willing to give up his interest in
Christ, if the whole world could be
given him instead. He promptly re-
plied, “I take Christ for my portion
and Savior; for if I had the whole
world I can live but a few years, and
then my soul would be lost; but if I
trust in Christ, I shall be happy for
ever.” He was asked if, after death,
he would rot rather go to another,
world like this, where he could be
surrounded by his friends, than togo
into the presence of a holy Ged who

hates sin. Hereplied, “IfI should die
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I would rather go directly to heaven
where God 1s, where I could join with
all holy beings in worshipping and
praising him for ever.”

He was often seen with his eves
closed and his lips moving in prayer.
If he was long interrupted by conver-
sation or otherwise, he became rest-
less, desirmg an opportunity to com-
mune with God in prayer. Once a
friend who had visited him remained
some time conversing. He called his
mother and whispered to her that he
wanted something, then turned and
closed his eves. When the friend re-
tired he said, “I wanted to pray to
God, to thank him that I felt so well ;
and I could not do 1t as I wished
while they were conversing.”

. Another time, a friend asked him
if he thought he should forget God if
“he got well 2 * No, I never can forget
(God; I have been praying to God too
long Yo forget him. I never can for-
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cet God.” He was frequently heard
praying, “ Lord, make my poor sinful
heart more holy, that I may love thee
rnore, and serve thee better.” Again
he would exclaim, * Lord, I give my
sinful soul and body away to thee,

¢¢ ¢T1s all that I can do.””

These feelings evidently did not
arise from the fear of death, for he
thought at this time that he should
recover. He was asked if he was not
afraid his soul would be lost if he
should die. *“No, I love God, and I
believe when I die I shall go where
GGod 1s, where I shall love him more,
and praise him for ever.” He appear-
ed to have the Spirit of God witness-
ing with his spirit that he was a
child of God.

One day, lying for some time appa-
rently in deep thought, he suddenly
burst into a flood of tears: *0,” said
he, “I am so sorry that I have sin-
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ned against God, who 1s so good and
holy, who made me, and who has
given me every thing that I have.”
His feelings resembled those of the
pious David, who was so affected
with his sin as against God, that he
exclaimed, “against thee, thee only
have [ sinned.” The sorrow of James
was evidently not that of the world
which worketh death, but a repent-
ance unto salvation.

After he had been confined more
than two months, and had become
very much emaciated, his bowels be-
came Iinflamed, and 1t was feared he
would not survive. He was asked if
he was willing to die. “If it is the
will of God,” said he, *“I should like
to live a little longer with my dear
parents, that I may obey them, and
that I may do good in the world ; but
~1f it is not his will, I am willing to
die, for I shall go to heaven, that holy
placé, where the great and good God
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will be my Father; where I shall
meet some of my dear friends (naming
them) and join with all holy beings
in praising God for ever and ever, and
where I expect to meet my dear fa-
ther and mother when they are dead.”
Here he was overcome by his feel-
Ings.

His friends in the village frequent-
ly visited him during his illness, and
some of them brought him presents.
He often observed, *“ O how thankful
should I be to God, and how should I
love him, for giving me so many kind
friends.”

At times he became restless and
impatient; but feeling that he had
done wrong, he asked his mother to «
forgive him for being such a naughty
child.

About ten days before his death,
though pale and feeble, he began to
unite with the other members of the
family in singing at family worship.
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This he continued to do until his
strength failed. |

He soon became so il that it was
evident to his friends that he must
die. He himself began to think he
could not live. He was asked if he
was willing to die, and if he could
trust his soul in the hands of the Sa-
vior? “Yes, I am willing to die, if
it is the will of God. I can trust my
soul with the Savior. I give my sin-
ful self away to him.”

A few days before his death he
often repeated the verse,

‘ Jesus can make a dying bed
‘“ Feel soft as downy pillows are,
¢ While on his breast I lean my head
‘¢ And breathe my life out sweetly there.”

As he expected to die, he became
“anxious about the salvation of his sis-
ter, aged twelve, and his eldest bro-
ther, aged seven years. He asked his
fatlrer to try to make them good chil-
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dren. He inquired of his sister 1if she
prayed to God to give her a good
heart. A few days after, while his
sister was sitting by his bed-side at-
tending upon him, he was observed
by a person lying in the same room,
earnestly persuading her to give her
heart to God. As she sat weeping,
he said to her, “Can’t you pray,
‘Lord, take away this sinful heart,
and give me a good heart? Lord, I
give myself away to thee’—cannot
you do this?”

A few days before his death he told
his sister and eldest brother that if he
died he leit to each of them, and to
his father and mother, and youngest
brother, some pieces of money, and
some other things which he had, by
which they might remember him ;
and 1if they were willing, they might-
oive the money to send the Gospel to
the heathen. He was not only anx-
lous that his impenitent frignds

J
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should love the Savior who supported
and comforted him on a dying bed;
but he was willing and desirous to
give all he possessed to publish the
Savior to the perishing heathen, that
they might enjoy his comfort and his
hope on a death-bed, and his happi-
ness in heaven.

The day before his death he talked
but little, and was much enggged in
prayer. Feeling that he was entering
Jordan’s waves, and that beyond its
flood the heavenly world was rising
in sight, he began to sing the hymn,

‘“ On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand,” &c.

After singing the first two lines,
his strength failed. The next morn-
ing, October 21, 1840, he died, in the
tenth year of his age.

THE END,



h‘i._', t! =

.
-

35 .'-\; = .-'n
¥ ‘.':fq. 5

T
P sk

X,

a::.rr!.-'i‘
F

i
e P



NEney
Hanlks
Lineoln

Pulblie
Lilbrary



