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BEN HALLYARD.

AND OTHER TALES:

Mz:. and Mgs. DaxvERs, had
retired early in life from the bufy
{cenes of the metropolis, to enjoy, in
a fequeftered part of England, that
privacy in which they delighted ;

and the leiflure it afforded to beftow

upon theeducation of their children;
five of which had crowned their
union, and ferved ftill more firongly
to cement their mutual affection.

To watch t,he dawnings of under-
| B ftandlng



2 BEN HALLYARD.

fanding in their offspring, to lead
their young minds to virtue and
honour, was now the fole objeét of
this happy pair; every day bore
teftimony of the propricty of thofe
plans they purfued to effeét this im-
portant end ; and every night faw
‘them kneeling in grateful thankful-
“nefs to Heaven for the profpeét which
. appeared of fuccefs in rewarding their
labours, | |
It was the cuftom of both Mr. and
Mrs. Danvers, to take their children
to. the n’eighbouring cnttagesﬁ and
where relief was neceflary, where
forrow, need, or fickuefs, had en-
téred to furpith them with the
means of bcftowmg" it: thqs t!le)
were the almoners of their parcqga
through them fuCh temedlea }Pd
affiflance



BEN HALLYARD. 8
a*fﬁﬁanéél Was"diﬁﬁbuted as fhéy
judged moft proper to alleviate the
fufferings they mtneﬂ'ed' Accuf>
tomed then to the peiformame of
deeds of (harlty this happy famnlf
took pleafure in befiowmg it ; and
thus their young hearts were trained
to feel compdﬁion for the untontu-
nate. _

‘But indifcriminate rehef' Mr. and_i
Mrs. Danvers did not think right
to grant; f{iri€t enguiry was made
ito the chara&ers of fuch as fougnt.
thclr a{’ﬁl’taﬁce, _and accouhno to
themn it was beftowed. It f'rcqueutly
happened that the, refult of thefe en-
qmrles furnithed the hiftory of the
petmoner and gave to. Mr and Mrs.
Danvers an 0ppmtumty of dnw-
ing a ﬁrong and forcible moial frim
' B 2 383



4 BEN HALLYARD,

it; a moral which could not fail
of making animpreffionon the minds.
of their young auditors. '
. But that they might in fome de-
gree learn to judge for themfelves,
and fix the ftandard of right and
wrong 1n ti‘lCi_I‘ own minds as they
grewup; they were appointed to hear
the tales of fuch petitioners as ap-
plied at. Rofe Hill, for afiiftance, and
to inveftigate the truth of their
narrations. |
Frank and FEliza Danvers, the:
férmer being fourteen, the latter.
 twelve years of age, were one day
fummoned to the little parlour, ap- .
plied to the ufe of the poor, to attend.
the complaint of a fufferer, whofe
ftory was as follows, ‘and which will

be gwen in lus own words. <
- Iam
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“ Tam'a poor cnppléd failor, your

honour,” faid the man, ft'rapmg" on -

the’ ground with the only foot he’
had  left, and bong Tow to' his
young auditors; *‘1am, as'1 faid,
your lionour, a poorcripple, made'fo’

by fighting for my ¢ountry’ 1 don't"
grudge that nelther your honour,

for it is the duty of" everv nﬂm t8 |

{erve his king, and fight for his”
country. Butitis verv hard uhen
a poor fellow has been away from his
home  for' years, nm.v expofed to
heat, then to coldy ﬂ)meﬁinﬂ w*ér

fometiines drys turmntr m onej lm-» =

nute, ‘and then the boatswain plpmg
all hands the next; one day ina

ftorm; the next in a battle; nmv;
lofing a limb, and perhaps onés'

life, It is main hard, your honour,

R 3 AR

o



(i_ BEN HALLYARD.

to be reduced to beg for fubfiftence,
when if I was but whole in my limbs, -
I would fcorn to afk: for I could
get my own bread, and I am bold -
to, fay, - there is never a failor in his
ma‘]efty s fleet can hand-reef and fteer
better than Ben Hallyard ; but
how{'ever, this is not my ftory; if
your honour will but hear me, I
WJll tell you all a.bout it, and how
I came this way.”

¢ We will be glad to liften to you,
maﬁel 4 fald Ellza, ‘“ but {it down,
I am furea crnpple, as you are, mulit
} find it very troublefome to fiand.”

“ God blefs you, mifs, my lady,”
faid the poor fellow, bowing, “I am
~ used to it, I knows my duty better
than to fit before my betters ; why,

blefs your heart we never fets down
before

.*. .
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before our officers when we are on

board ! no, we knows better, and if
we did not, we thould foon be taught-
by the cat. 1 warrant the boat-
{fwain’s mate would foon teach us
better manners.’ :
‘““ Well, well,” {aid Frank, ¢ do as
youlike, but let us hear your ftory.”
‘“ Why, your honour, my father
was a poor carpenter, and unluckily
- for him, had more children than he
could well maintain ; he was there-
fore obliged to apply to his parifh for
_zelief; by it we were apprenticed,”
when we amrived at proper age; 1
was put with a blackfmith; .who,
becaufe I was a parith lad, as he
called me, ufed me very ill. I fiaid
with him two years ; at the end of
that time, I was fent with fome ring-
bolts



8 BEN HALLYARD.
boits to a ihip carpenter, for whom
we worked : at the time’l reached his’
‘houfe, he was on board the vetiel
for which we had been making the
bolts, and his clerk ordered me to
take them to him. It fo happened
while 1 ‘was there, that the lieu-
temant of a man of war came on
board; he fook a great deal of
notice of me, and finding I was of |
an inquifitive difpofition, afked me
if I thought 1 fhould like a fea life 2
I'faid, fromall I had heard, Ithouglit
I might, but I was an apprentice,
and therefore could not indulge my
mclmatmn till I was out of my time,
of Wthh'I wanted five years. He
atked me ifi T liked my mafter? T
faid, not if T' could get anothey, for
mine ufed mevery cruelly, frequently
beating
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beating me for faults I had not com-
mitted. Poor fellow ! he returned ;
you look like am honeft lad, 1tis a
pity you thould be il ufed ; yoau
would be a bhandy lad on board:
here, faid he, giving me his direc-
tion, if you can perfuade your
mafter to give you up your inden-
tures, you may come to me, and I
will make a man of you; a ftout lad
like you would be better employed
ferving your king, than in blowing
a pair of bellows all day. Well, I
took the  direction, and returned_
home, where my ﬁn[‘t falutation was.
with a horfewhip acrofs my fhoulders
for having ftaid fe long. Oh, thinks
I, this will never do. I'll even give
you the run, and feek Mr. Bowling.
So the next morning, before break ’
| of



10 BEN HALLYARD.
of day, 1 fets off for Gofport on
foot, and travelled bard for more
than a week to reach it, not daring
to thew myfelf to travel by day, for
fear of béing purfued and carried
back as a run-away apprentice. At
length ‘T reached Gofport, and en-
- quired for Mr. ~, whom T
eafily found; he received me very
kindly, and ‘gave me a birth with
him ; the fhip failing the next day,
I was foon relieved from my fears
of my late mafter, and after about a
fortnight, found myfelf v ery happy ;
my friend, the Lieutenant, was very
kind to me, as longas he lived, which
‘however unfortunately for me wids
but a fhort time after our failing,
for he was killed in the firft engage-
‘ment I faw after my entering. As
- in .
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in this ation our fhip had fuffered
much, fhe was ordered into dock to
repair, and her officers and men
draughted into other veffels ; I was
fent on hoard a feventy-four, which
was going to America: unfortunately
we encountered fo dreadful a fiorm,
that our.thip was unable to weather
it, but was driven a mere wreck upon
Long Ifland. Hitherto I had known
little, your honour, but fair weather
failing, but it was now very different;
we were caft athore without clothes, .
without provifions, and in fuchfeverg
weather, that we were obliged to dig
through the fnow, above fix feet,
before we could pitch a tent: at
firft, indeed, we had nothing to fave
us from the feverity of the elements,
but in a day or two after bemg caft

afhore,
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athore, we recovered from the wreck
many articles we then thought moft
precious. ‘To be thort, we lived
between five and fix weeks in this
wretched place, subfifting anly upon
bread, which was full of infeéts,
and water that ftank: then indeed I
began to tafte the miferies and hard-
thips of a failor’s life, but it was too
late to complain. Oh! how often
during this time did I think of my
father’s poor hut, and even with

myfelf back with my mafter, bad

-as he was. How often, when be-
- numbed with cold, did I wifh myfelf
befide his forge; but I had chofen
my lot, and it was too late to repine.
Many were the poor fellow’s whofe
graves I helped to dig in the fnow;

mdeed fuch was the fe\aenty of the
i weather,
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weather, that out of four hundred
and fifty that efcaped-the wreck,
ninety-eight only furvived to return
to Europe. With th'e reft of my un-
fortunate companions, I wasatlength
refcued from this terrible fpot, and
again ordered to another thip—a fri-
gate, in which I faw plenty of fight-
ing: but we took a great many
prizes, angd after being fome time in
North America, then in the warm
latitudes of the Weft Indies; in all
cruifing from one place to another
for near three years, we returned.
to England Oh! what a joyful day
it was, when the Lizard firft met our
ficht, we gave three hearty cheers to
welcomeit, and regaled ourfelves with
‘grog; at length we reached Ply-
mouth where WE were tumed over to
4 e . .angther
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another thip, but allowed a month’s
furlough. . As I had now plenty of
prize money, and a good parcel of
wages to receive ‘I confidered myfelf
2 rich man, and, as fuch, eager to
return and fhare. my good fortune
with my family, though I was ftill in
dread of my former mafter, as my
time was not expired; however I re-
folved to purcl afe imy indentures of
him, and with this determination [

- fet forward on my journey to my na-

tive place. During my abfence my
father had died, and my brothers
and fifters were difperfed in different.
ﬁtuatrons,‘ with much trouble 1
fought theni out, and fhared among,
them the produce of my labours..
O! how profufe they were of pro-
mifes and thanks, how much: they

were
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obliged to me! among them I had
one fifter, who had become a widow,

and was left with three very finall
children to fupport; fhe became my
firft care, and for her T took a little
thop, which I fiocked as far as my
abilities would go, I placed her in it,
and thus fecured to her and her
young ones a fupport: about this
time too I faw a very pretty girl,
whom I would have married, but I
thought I had better take another
voyage firft, and by the time I return-
ed 1 fhould fee how my widowed
fifter went on; as I could not thmk
of entering into any engagement for
myfelf, - while the needed my fervices.
Well, your honour, [went tofea again,
and met a variety offortune, for thts'
' voyagé was far from fuccefsful: ‘we

c 92 . were
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were taken by the French, and, toge-
- ther with what remained of our fhips
company, I wasmarched at leaft two
hundred miles; our fare in a French
prifon you may fuppofe was hard
enough, but failors are accuftomed
to hardihips, . fo I thought little.
of that till I fell fick; then indeed
I required fome indulgence, I had
the ague and fever, your honour, for,
more than fifteen weeks, and it wea-
kened me fo much I could fcarcely.
ftand: indeed I wanted more nou-
rifhment than prifon allowance would
- aﬂ"ord I thould: moft likely have
"~ died,’ had not provndence that never
forfakes poor failors, juft then fent a
Cartel in which I returned once more
to Old England. 1 was then placed

m Haﬂar Hofpital, where I foon re-
- covered,
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covered, and again eutered on board
another veffel, but ill fortune feemed
to purfue me; ‘we were again taken,
and carried into one of the French
fettlements in the Faft Indies: it is
now uear three years fince I faw my
native country, poormnakedand crip-
pled, for in. the laft engagement [
loft my limb. T no fooner landed,
than [ wrote to my family to letthem
know my unfortunate fituation, and
requeft them t6 fend me  reliefy
but alas! yvour honour, the anfwer
I received was fuch as almoft broke
my heart: inftead of pitying'my mifs
fortunes and doing all they could to
comfort me under them, they up-
braided me for leaving a good trade
~to rifk the uncertainty of the fea;
this letter | received from my eldeft

g BE "brother
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brother, whom in my prefperity I
had affifted with money to begin bu-
finefs for himfelf: well, I thought,
youareungrateful, but they cannotall
be fo, atleaftI am fure of ahome and
eomfort too with my widowed fifter,
I'lle’en find my way home, and {tump
it along as well as I can, I fhall get
afliftance on the road: fo out I fet,
and ‘reached home in about a week
afterwards, but inftead of the kind
. reception I expected, fhe received
- me- very coolly: to be fhort, after
living little better than a fortnight
with her, I found fhe was in the
fame tone with the others, and g.ve
me pretty broad hints that the could
not afford to maintain me in idlenefs,
and that I mufi{eek fomemeans of pro--

vxdmg for myfelf, though I aflure
_ your
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your honour I was far from idle;
for I not only fet her garden in good
order, but ferved in Ther thop, and
meafured outcoalsand fand to thepeos
ple : well, thought I, this won’t do;
fo chancing to meet an old ﬂlipmatg,;
he advifed me to apply to Greenwich
and gain admifiion into the Hofp:tal;
for -this. purpofe I left my fifiery
whofe ingratitude has hurt me more
than all mv wounds, and am now
journeying to London, but, crippted
and pennylefs, I ftand but a" peor
chance of 1eachmg it, unlefs I am
affifted by the charity ,qf ,th:){_'e WA
have the heart, as well as ability; to.
aflift a poor lame objec¢t: hearing of
your good father’s and mather’s kind~
nefs to t.he poor, I, made bold to.apsy,’

ply- o LEi gl b el nvd il
. | ¢ And
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CS9A nd were all voui' relations unkind
to you: > faid Eliza, compamonately
" e They were all nearly i the fame
tone, mifs, blaming me for leaving
my firft mafter, and they all feemed
to think me an incumbrance.”

- ¢ Poor fellow ! faid Frank ; then
ringinig a bell, he ordered the fervant
that attended to thew the failor into
the Kitchen, and give him fome re-
frethment. 2 i

When the young people returned
to the parlour, they repeated the poor
fellow’s ftory to their parents, who
took the opportunity it gave of re-
prefenting in its blackeft colour, the
heinous fin of inoratitude, and of
how aggravated a nature, a crime.
of that kind was to a poor fellow
ltke Ben Hallyard, who had fo ge-

neroufly
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neroufly and freely given.up not
only all his O'ains; but even fur-
rendered his beft inclinations to aflift
them: ¢ for it is probable” faid Mis.
Danvers, *‘had he married the woman
he withed; he would at leaft have
met one.real friend, and had a houfe
to which hé had a right to repair,
and where hé would have been fecure
of finding a welcomé; but alas! my
dear children, hisis, I am forry to
fay, no uncommon cafe; an lﬂtC“r-‘
courfe with the world will conv ince
you that change of fortune, lofs of
friends, “a thoufand eaufes unfeen
and unexpeéted, prove alas! too fre-
quently that a fenfe of obligation
~ for paft favours, exifts but in the bo-
fom of a few; but it is not lefs a

crime, in the €eye of God 0‘uard
aoalnﬂ:
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againft ingratitude my deareft chil-
dren, it argues 2 bad and depraved
heart, indeed none but fuch could
admit fuch a gueft.” |

‘“ But let us fee whatcan bedone for
this poor fellow,” faid Mr. ‘Danvers,
““we may probably ferve him more
efientially, than in merely beftow-
ing a pecuniary afliftance upon him.
As a failor who, in fighting for his
king and country, has loft a limb
in'its defence; he claims not only
our pity bat utmoft exertions: never-
thelefs we muft endeavour to guard
againft impofition, and be fatisfied
in refpect to his charaéter. With the
Purfer of the laft thip in which he
- failed, I am well acquainted, and
he, I dare fay, can inform me of
-fuch partlculau as I with to learn
refpeétmg
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refpe@ting him; fhould the anfwer.
prove favourable, I will not only
help him to obtain the Greenwich
penfion, but if he likes to acceptit,
make him porter to the Lodge gate,
as Wilitam 1s goiug to leave wus, to
return to London, where he thinks
he can do better; and asit 1s a place
of little labour, 1.think it may {uit
this poor fellow.”

Frank was delighted to hear his
father make a propofal of this nature,
from the moment he had feen the
poor mutilated tar, he had been im-
prefled in his favour; the character.
of honefty, fo vifible in his coun-
tenance, the genuine blantnefs and
tender feeling of heart his little fiory
had difplayed, had infenfibly made.
him his fiiend ; and he had more

= | than
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than once wifthed that fomething
spore than a temporary afliftance
might be beftowed upon him.

‘Mr. Danvers, was one of thofe
charaéters who loft no time in the
execution of a kindnefs; he de-
tained Ben Hallyard therefore with’
him, for a night ortwo, during which
interval he wrote to his friend the
purfer, from whom he received an
anfwer, fo much in favour of honeft
Ben, that he did not {cruple making
the offer he propofed : nothing could
equal the poorfellow’s gratitude. Be-
tween the penfion which he obtained
from Government as’a difabled fea-
man, and the wages Mr. Danvers
paid him for his fervncm, Ben was
again able to make up a purfe; then'

hxs fifier and brothels would again
= have
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have noticed him, and even courted
him to comeamong them, andenjoy
himfelf, as they termed it. ‘‘I can ne-
iel enjoy myfelf more than I do now,’
he replied, “‘and {o long as my good
mafter thinks me worth retaining in
his fervice, folong will I ferve him,
nor ever think of quitting him.”
With all the family at Rofe Place, he
{foon becameafavourlte, and he lived
£0 .f'eé the 1ngrat1tude of those who
had ﬂlghted him in adverfity, re-
compenfed as it deﬁrved
~ Not long after Ben Ha]lyard had
‘been fo happll} fettled in the family
of Mr. Danvers, “another applicant
appealed to folicit fuch affiftance as
they were pleafed to beftow; the was
a young woman of about feven and -
uventy years of age; forrow and dxf- |
B ' | trefs
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trefs were painted in every fad lineas
ment of her countenance, . which,
pale and haggard, demanded the -
charity fhe fought. “
<1 am not ufed,” mifs, faid fhe,
addeefling Eliza, ‘‘to afk charity, but
my neeeffities are urgent, and I hope
you will forgive my  application.
Alas! I onece little thought fuch a
Io'_ne wotld be needtul, but we can
none of as tell how our lot in life
may be drawn, or to what viciffitudes
we may be expofed : if you will con-
defcend to liften to the little tale of
my forrews, I will be as brief as I
can in the recital of them, for indeed
I bave not brecught them upon my-
felt.. 'There,is, I have frequently
heard fay, a melancholy pleafure m
the recital of our woes: I have
53 o found
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found it fo; yet I would not tire you,
mifs, with a repetition of them, did
I not think that the recapitulation of
‘them might induce you to aflift me.”
- Eliza begged her to be feated, and
affured her, fhe fhould be happy
to grant her any relief in her power.
““ My father, mifs,” faid the poor
creature, ‘¢ was a fmall farmer in the
- next parith, burthened with a very
large family, few of which my bro-
ther William and myfelf excepted,
lived to attain their fourteenth year’
it pleafed Heaven to deprive us of
our parents before my’ brother was‘z.
feventeen, or I fifteen, a period when
we were almoft too ‘young to thﬁin"ki
or aét for ourfelves; we felt their 10fs
vErY fevelcly, and for a leno'th of
| A Rime:

D2
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time did not know how to aét; buit
a good neighbour feeing and pitying
our youth, undertook to teach Wil-
diam to manage the farm: under him
it flourifhed and every thing went on
well, tlll my brother was of age; at
which time he took the ‘management
of it upon himfelf, though of.all
bther human beings he was the moft
nnﬁt for fuch was the fOO]lﬂl cre-
duhty of his tempet; that he believed
'everv one was his friend, and he was.
Wlllmcr to abide by any one’s opinion
in preferencetohis own, at themarkets
and fairs to which he was ufed to re-
fort to {ell his-corn and cattle. He
met wnth many young men like him-
felf, who. (as farming was the never
falhng topic of  difcourfe among
them) advifed him to adopt different
: plans

-~ \
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plans for the manuring of his land;
many of which' were abfurd and 7i-
diculous, butowhich-my poor 'bro-
ther eagerly adopted, though hefoon
found: tahiscoft thefallacy of them.
Our tried and fteady: friend,  Mr.

Harris; ufed all his power to diffuade
~him from ‘them; but in vain; Wil-
liam was wrapt up in his. new ac-
quaintance, and he vainly believed
that they knew better than a2 man
who had had three times their expe-.
rience. - Mr. Harris foon found his
influence over my brother was loft,
and however well he ‘had merited has
ving a proper deference paid ‘to
bim and his opinion,-’- he no ldnger
received it; mdeed William from the
perfuafiens of his new affociates, be-
gan to think Mr. Harris had a motive
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in all he did, and that he was guided
by views of intereft to himfelf, rather
than from anxiety for the advance-
ment of ours. |

Our late friend, from the moment
this conviétion flathed upon his mind,
eftranged himielf from us, and from
that period I date our ruin, and the
misfortunes which followed.: Our

- farm, from being a fource of profit

and a means of fubfiftence to us,
was a countinued expence; the new
and ufelefs plans William adopted
for its cultivation, far from anfwering
rather deftroyed the produce; and fe-

- veral of the fineft feafons paft without

benefit to us; it was in vain I repre-
fented to my brother the fuperior ad-
vantages we derived from the farm,
when under the management of our

:‘I 7 . . :5. e = ‘ gOOd



HANNAH FENKINS. 31
‘wood friend Mr. Harris, and it wds

in vain I urged him toi purfue the -

fame plans : he was ob{’unate, and 'I
'was forced to yield. '~ _
About this time hé“married ‘the
youngeft daughter of a gentleman in
the neighbourhood; it was a run-
away- match, and my poor ‘brother
foon" found the ill effeéts of it; not
only by having an-enémy’in her fa-
ther, “who has not to' this day for-
given either of them; but in ﬁnding
his wife too'much of & fine Iady to
faperintend 'his concerns: A far-
mer’s: wife, if the bea oooﬂ one, ‘has
much to do, and much to—look'after‘-
my fifter-in-law, - no -fooner camé
home than a thorough alteration of
the houfe took placeé; {hew was con-

{ulted inftead of ut«rht-yfim& ‘places

. were

/
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were pulled down and others built up
to wake a parlour, drawing and di-
ning rovm: frefth fervants and more
in numberwere engaged, anda great
deal of expenfive and uftlefs furni-
ture was purchafed. It was in vain
1 remonfiratéd with my brother, or
endeavoured t0; convince his wife
_that notluug bat ruin would fucceed
all thefe expences; 1 was peremp-
torily told to hold my tongue, and
that as a dependant, filence would
belt become we., 1 retired to weep
jn iohtudeﬁthc wevitable deftruction
I faw {9 rapidly approaching; and
that Lmight be independant, 1 re-
Holved 10 look out fome place for ny-
{dt two large fields were mine; by
mheutance, they. were left me by my
Godmother, and I rented them to

my
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iny brother at twenty pounds a year;
they were rich clover fields and con-
tained near ten acres : to be fure they
were confiderably under-let ; but the
advaiitage was to my brother, and I
did not regret it. I had granted a
leafe of them to him for a term of
years, and the rent I had conftantly
left in-his hands, as an equivalent for
my board,and otherexpences. I could
not then think myfelf altogether as
dependant as my fifter-in-law deferi-
bed me to be, but with this provifion
I was refolved to leave home and in-
creafe it by fervice.. It was not long
before I obtained a place in a gen-
tleman’s family, ‘as fuperintendant of
the nurfery; and here I lived COﬁl_:
fortably and happily for three years,’
difturbed only by the inereafing ac-

%4 | - counts
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counts of my brother’s imprudencies,
and accumulating debts. - I had ap-
plied for the vent of my land repeat-~
edlv, but I could never obtain 1t;
my wagesthen were my only depens
dance, and as the lady with whom [
lived was very generous, 1 was ene
abled to lay them up.

At this junéture, Mr. s———— was
appointed to a foreign ftation, and
with his family was preparing to quit
England, to take pofieflion of it:
they would fain have had me accom-
pany them, promifing me a great
adyvance of wages, but I couldnot
bring my feif to confent, although I
- loved them very much: for fuch was
- my dread of crotling the fea, thatno
£ QEIYalltag§Z9ﬂ.eav-tll would have in-
duced me to 1tk the attempt; find-

ing-
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ing I did not mean to go with them,
William came tome to defire [ would
make his houfe my home, as long as
I pleafed; I did fo, and upon gnit-
ting my fervice which I left loaded
with benefits, I once more repaired
to the farm: where T found a wuch
warmer welcome froni my fifter-in-
law than I expeéted to meet. During
‘the interval of my abfence, fhe had
become the mother of two children ;
in them I found my greateft amufe-
ment, and to watch and attend them
my greateft pleafure; 1 was con-
cerned to fee, for I could neither fhut
my eyes or ears, that my poor bro-
ther was deeply involved in debt,
and thathis wife far from endeavour-
ing by economy to ligliten his eX=
pences, continued the fame plans

3 ~ fhe
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the had purfued when firft the be-
_came mifirefs of his family. She was
however particularly civil and atten-
tive to me, and even fometlmes {o far
condefeended as to afk my opi-
nion on different matters: tobe thort,

mlfs my brothers dlftreﬂ'es increafed
fo rapidly, that notlunO' lefs than a
jail feemed to be the refult of them :
he had fold or mortgaged every foot
of land he pof;eﬁ'ed and had even
~ par ted wnth the leafe of the fields he
rented of me: his creditors WEre ur-.
gent, and feverai thleatened to diftrefs
_ him: in this emergency he applled to
me to. mortgage;my land, and afiift
hun Wlth the money ralfe(l upon it;

‘at firft I ftoutly reﬁfted the propofal, |
but when I faw’ him worried, dif-
-tre{Ted, lmportuned on all ﬁdes, I
nor B S could,

WS - Lo : s L%
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could not withftand his intreaties,
and in an evil hour confented to
oblige him; Alas! even the money
raifed by this was but a temporary
relief, it indeed ferved to quiet the
clamours of the moft importunate,
but it would not fatisfv all: but that
I may not tire your patience, mifs, I
will be brief. In lefs than fix months
after, the ftock and in fthort every
thing upon the farm, and in the
houfe was (eized, and my unfortunate
brother hurried to prifon: from that
moment his only fupport has been
derived from me: his wife helplefs
from education as well as conftitution
1s unable to make any exertions to
fave him, fheis befides in a very bad
ftate of bealth, her father will not fee

or pardon her, and the with her two
Gt TR helplefs
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helplefs infants, are now livingina
prifon with my wretched brother
I have dome all I can to affift them,
and have parted with every thing I
pofiefied to maintain them, but Iam -
now unahle to do fo: for this laft
two months I have been gradually
finking into a decay, and I fee no
profpeét of my getting better: it is
true I mighthave faved myfelf all this
mifery, but could I leaye them in
diftrefs ? could I refufe to affift my
brother when he was precluded from
affifting hunfeh" or fharmo with him
the little I poﬁ'eﬂed? I am therefore
compelled to folicit from the bounty
of your pareuts a relief of which we
allftand muchin neec, I am athamed
to appear a petitioner in fuch a cafe,
but ala.s' neceffity, the mofi pinching

2] nece{T.ty
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neceflity obliges me—Iere the poor
- creatureftopt; the tears, which ranin
torrents down her pallid cheeks, bore
teftimony of her feelings, and drew
from the eyes of Eliza the fame tri-
bute: putting a temporary relief into
herhands, therefore, the defired herto
call again the following day, when
fhe would mention the cafe to ber
parents, and fee what could be done
to {ferve her eflfentially.

““ Thisisafadftory indeed my dear
faid Mrs. Danvers. when her daugh-
terhad recapitulated it to her. “Wil-
liam Jenkins owes all his misfortunes
to credulity, obfiinacy and impru-
dence, and 1 make no doubt that
the fad conviéftion that he does fo,
adds to his trouble: you fee by this
little biftory; my dear chlldren, how

& necefiary
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necefifary 1t is to attend to the advice
of thofe, whom a long refidence in
the world, has acquainted with it;
and to receive inftruétions from thofe
of whofe friendthip you have had a tri-
ed experience: nothingarguesa weak
head fo ftrongly, as to be led away
by every new opinion; had William
Jenkins followed the counfel of Mr.
Harris, in all probability he would
have efcaped his fubfequent troubles,
but to his obftinacy and ingratitude
- he owed his ruin. As for his poor
fifter, fhe is indeed deferving of our
utmoft commiferation; her affec-
tionate attachment to her brother
hasinvolved her in diftreffes, the, it 1s
probable, might otherwife have el-
caped: and the wifh to ferve him,
has literally beggared her. I ownl

L4pa 5 T .  feel
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feel myfelf much interefted for her,

and fhall be happy to alﬁﬁ herto the |

extent of my power.”

““Did not Lady C. apply to you

the other day, for a fervant for her

fiurfery, mamma?”

She underftood our head mald was
going away, and wifhed to engage
her; if the is not fuited, I fhould
ti:ink Hannah Jenkins would be juft
the perfon likely to fucceed.

Well then, dolet me walk over - to
the park this afternoon, and afk her.
- I am glad ¢o fee you so anxious in

the caufe of benevolence, my dear;

but we muft firft confult Hannah,
and know if fhe is agreeable to take
the place, if we can procure it for
her; =

£ '8

B
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Oh! I have no doubt either of one
or the other, for I know her ladythip
1s in diftrefs for a fervant, and Han-

'nah can have no objeétion to{uch a
A{ituation.

Well, well! we fhall fee: mean
time put on your bonnets and
tippets, I with to take you out with
‘me to vifit a perfon, with whofe {tory
I will acquaint you on our return.

The children needed no other in-
vitation; they were prefently ready
to accompany their mother, and the
light hearted little troop fet out,
fome - walking by the fide, others
gayly running before their parents.

After a walk of about a mile and
a half, they arrived at a {mali cot-
tage, which Mrs. Danvers entered.
- Cowering overa few fticks, withfaces -

~ appale as the afles they produced,
E : {at
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fat a man and woman; a melanchol'-y
and dejected appearance was vifible
in  both their countenances: they
rofe, however, upon the entrance of
our party, and a beam of pleafure
fhot from the eyes of the female, as
the recognifed her vifitors.

We have called, {aid Mrs. Danvers,
addrefling her, rzot merely to {ee how
you are, but to bring you a little em-
ployment if you wifh to take any.

Moft gladly, madam, fhe returned
mournfully, for it.may help to divert
my mind from its melancholy re-
membrance, and 1t may contribute
to furnifth the means of rendermg us
more comfortable.

But Low is Mr. Aplin ¥ faid Mrs.
Danvers, obferving he had neither
rofe nor addleﬁ'ed them fince theyen-
tered. |

As
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As well, he replied, in a voice ex+
preflive only of defpair, as that man
can be, who by his own imprudence
and folly has brought mifery, po-
verty, and defolation upon his family;
dear madam, he continued, make
thefe young: people acquainted with
my {tory, it may ferve as a leflon to
them; alas! that I, born with fuch
flattering profpects, broughtup under
the beft example, fhould blight the
hopes of all my friends, and at the

~age of forty five, fubfift upon charity!

but my imprudences, or rather the

remembrance of them, have almofi

‘broken my {pirit, and left me nothing

but inertnefs and languor, which
not only impair my health but fa-

iculties alfo; indolence and the love of

.'... *
o, r

pleafure, are the deftruétion of youth;
’ ‘ to
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to thofe vices I owe my ruin, and to
the indulgence of them I am indebt-
ed for the ficknefs and forrow with
- which I have now to c’ontendi ‘alas!
hecontinued, baringhis arm, tothew
Mrs. Danvers, fee how I wafte, T
have no internal ftrength, and a vi-
{ible decay is every hour gaining faft
upon me: this is among the number
of the other effects of indolence !
how true it is that aétivity and em-
ployment keep the body in health!
can I look around this cottage, can
I fee the penury in which I am in-
volved, and in which I have alfo in-
volved my wife, without feeling the
moft lively regret at my paft mifcon-
duét; can I help remembering that
it originated in my folly ? :
Retrofpeétions of this kind, re-
| plied
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plied Mrs. Danvers, though natural
are ufelefs: a little bodlly exertioa
would ferve to diﬂipatc them, anda
~ temporary relief is preferableto none.

But of what bodily exertion am [
capable, madam? the vice of indo-
lence has crept into my habit, and
I am neither from bodily or mental
ftrength capable of exertion ; my
very facuilties are enervated.

The complaints of this unhappy
man, made a deep impreflion upon
the chiidren, who were anxious to
learn the caufe from whence they had
been derived, and no fooner had they
taken leave of the cottage, than they
eagerly prefled round their parents
for the defired inforhation, whlch_
Mr. Danvers gave in the followlng
words,

THE
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THE MISERIES ARISING FROM INDOLENCE.
Mr. Aphin, theunhappy being from
whom we have juft parted, was the
only child of parents who owed their
fubfiftence to their induftry. His fa-
ther was an opulent tradefman in
London, and his mother boafied no
higher qrigin; their fanmily confifted
of three fons and two daughters,
the voungeft of the former is him
whom we have juft left. While a
boy at {chool his difpofition was in-
active, and I have feen him fet for
hours upon a bench without any ap-
parent purfuit, beyond that of eat-
mng. As he grew up, the indolence of
his temper manifefted itfelf {till more
ftrongly ; in vain was every argu-
ment and inducement nfed to roufe
him, he had neither emulation to ex-

cel,
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cel, nor a¢tivity tomake the attempt.
At fifteen he left us, to be placed out
in the world; his father who had
long painfully witneflfed the increa-
~ {ing idienefs ‘of his temper, thought
the beft way to roufe it was by ap-
prenticing him to a laborious trade,
and under this impreflion John Aplin
was bound to a Furnifhing Ironmon-
ger: for a time the novelty of his
fituation feemed to have the defired
eftfect, butat length he relapfed into
his former habits, nor could all the
authotity of his mafter have power
to detach him from them: yet{till he
was not vicious; he had no bad if he
~hadnot good propenfities, and his life
was rather paflfed in a ftupid fort of
“inaction, than in the purfuit of what
was reprehenfible.. It required all

' the
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the intereft of his father to induce
his mafter to keep him, as he was fre-
quently upon the point of turning
him over to fome other, whofe me-
thods being more fevere, he judged
‘might have fome efficacy; attheex-
piration of the third year of his ap-
prenticethip his father died, and be-
queathed to him three thoufand
pounds, exprefsly to fet him up in
bufinefs, when his date of fervitude
thould be expired: his mafter was
one of the guardians and executors
to the will, and he ufed the authority
with which that charge tvefted huin,
to urge John Aplin to exert himielf;
laying down before him every mo-
tive he thought might eperate to in-
duce himn to do fo; for a thovt time
the thock occafioned by his tather’s

| ' ¥ death
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death which ‘was {peedily followed
by that of his mother alfo, who in
her laft moments urged the neceflity
of induftry, had {ome effeét; and he
went on for really aconfiderabletime
in the practice of fuch exertions as
his family thought boded well forlas
future good. With fome {mall de-
gree of credit then he completed
the term of his apprenticefhip ; and
now arrived the time mm  which
he was to think and a¢t for himfelf:
his mafter would fain bhave had him
‘seek out for a partner, whofe ac-
tivity might counterbalance his in-
dolence, but as "-tha,e could not be
done without trouble, it was given
up; at length he was, purfuant to his
father's will, placed in a fhop which
was {tocked with every neceffary ar-
ticle for a yo'uhg,beginuer, and he

was
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was left with a furplus in cath of
five hundred pounds : this outfct to
an active man would have been the
moft defirable that could be, as it
left every profpeét of realizing a for-
tune; but John Aplin after the firft
three months funk into his ufual
mode of indolence, he gave indi-
criminate credit, becaufe he was too
lazy to make the neceflary enquiries
after peoples’ charaéters, and from a
habit of procraftination, he omitted
mferting many of his. credits into
his ledger, in thort he omitted them
1 his day book, and where accounts
are not kept with accuracy, nothing
bat deftruction muft enfue: nor was
this all ; for, as a young man newly
fet up in bufinefs, his acquaintance
was courted by many, and this ac-

F2 quaintance
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quaintance introduced him into lra-
bits of expence his comings iu could
not an{wer; 1n thort he broke into his
five hundred pounds, which gra-
dually melted away, and by the end-
of the twelvemonth he-had diifipa-
ted it all in trifles, and in the purfuit’
of the moft trivial pleafures. The
returns of his bufinefs were not alfo
~ (on account of his extreme incor-
reftnefs,) by any means adequate to
the expences of his houfehold: thus
nothing but ruin was apparent, -and
that at the end of the firft twelve-
month of his entrance into life. He
however patched up his affairs, by a
clandeftine union with his prefent
wife, who had fifteen hundred pounds
at her own difpofal: thus be was
again clear of the world, but what

| can
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can ftand againft indolence? his wife
indeed did all in her power to roufe
him to exertion, and took an attive
concern mm his Dbufinefs, but as fhe

bad a growing family, and was fre-

quently confined from illnefs, all the
could do was infufficient to ward off
the rain that impended: for fome
years indeed they went on gradually
going backwards, in vain did the
brothers and relations of John Aplin
pointout tohim the caufe fromn which
his difficulties arofe, and prefled himn
to adopt a different mode of conduét;
for alas! indolence had overpowered.
every faculty of his mind, and left
himfcarcely a rational being. He had
now three children, and the feelings
of a parent ought to have taught
him, for their fakes, to exerthimfelf;
' Eex® 84l b Jand
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and roufe his faculties into aétion
but, unfortunately for them and for
himfelf, he had too long fuffered the
vice of 1dlenefs to lay hold on him,
to have the power of thaking her off
at pleafure; to be fhort, fuch was his
miimanagement that he became a
bankrupt, his effetts paid but a
trifling dividend, and his credi-
tors who well knew the caufe
whence his infolvency had arifen,
were too incenfed agaiaft him to
{igm his certificate; for many months
he with his family languithed in the
utmoft neceflity, at length his
fricnds procured him a place in one
of the public offices: here, as his duty
was very trifling, he might have done
very well, but he was oBliged to be
~at the oflice by nine o’clock in the

morning, and this was an exertion
Le



JOHN APLIN. 55

he could not long together make.
His frequent non-attendances were at
length noticed by the bLead of the
office; he was at firft rebuked, then
fined for them, and at laft turned
from his place with every mark of
diferace. Many were the fituations
his friends procured for him, which
were ultimately loft by the fame
caufe; at length wearied out, they
refolved to do no more for a man,
who proved by every action, that he
would make no exertion for himfelf.
Years have paffed away, he has tafted
mifery in almoft every thape, yet
have not his {ufferings been able te
roufe him from his fupinenefs: a
Amall annuity raifed by the charita-
ble contributions of his friends, is
all upon which he has now to depend,

% 3 and
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and that 1s fcarcely fufficient to keep
him from ac¢tual want. Thus you fee
what indolence does: had Mr. Aplin
when in the vigour of health and
youth exerted thofe faculties with
which nature endowed him, and em-
ployed the fortune bequeathed to bhim
by his father in the improvement of
his bufinefs, he would probably have
been very differently fituated ; but
his habits, naturally lazy, in time by
indulgence deftroyed not only him,
but ruined his family, and he now
exifts, for he can fcarcely be faid ta
live, a mournful example of indo-
lence carried to excefs.
‘But what became of hxs children

faid Eliza.

~ His two fons are, by the boun-
ty of their friends, placed in
the world, where I am happy to
o fay -
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fay, they fo far profit by their father’s
mifcondu@, as to aveid his errors.
His daughter is living with anaunt,
her mother’s fifter, who, not having
any children of her own, has kindly
adopted her ; thus the goodnefs of
providence has provided for the chil-
dren, and prevented their being very
‘materially affe¢ted by their father’s
tolly. |

We do not, faid Mrs. Danvers,
relieve Mr. Aplin as an objeét of
charity, for unfortunately he has
brought his misfortunes on himfelf;
as fuch, he 1s not intitled to com-
miferation : but as a {chool-fellow of
your father, who knew him when
very differently fituated, we cannot
bear to witnefs his neceflities without
contributing a little to their reliet.

: His
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His. wife too 1s.an innocent and
helplefs fufferer, as fuch we with to
foften her misfortunes; it has un-
fortunately been her lot to meet
with a partner, who, far from exerting
himfelf to fave her from mifery and
ruin, has been the firft to plunge
her into it. Brought up with deli-
cacy, fhe is fecarcely able to endure
the cold blafis of affli€tion which
now blow upon her, and much as
Mr. Aplin complains of his inability
to {truggle with the calamity he
has brought upon himfelf, and his
{trength decaying, his poor un- -
fortunate wife is by far the greateft
fufferer, mentally as well as
bodily ; fhe feels the feparation alfo
from her children as a heavy afflic-
tion, though fhe has the comfort of

% refle€ting



JOHN APLIN. 39

reflefiing that they are well provided
for : yet being deprived of their com-
pany, aund the idea of their father's
mifconduct having deprived them
of the fhelterrof the paternal roof,
muft be to a feeling mind a {fource
of inexhauftible regret. Attention to
your different purfuits, my dear
children, and unwearied application,
will inevitably bring its reward ;
while idienefs, as the proverb juftly
fays, ‘‘ will cover a man with rags,”
and cannot fail of bringing ultimate
ruin and difgrace; the errors and
misfortunes of others are fent as a
warning to us to guard againft the
commiilion of the like, and it is our
duty " to profit by them, fo-as to .
receive the example they held forth

as a letion. ' | |
J Here
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Here the difcourfe of Mrs. Danvers
~ was broken in upon by the reiterated
barking of a little cur, which ran
yelping at their heels; 1t wasin vain’
they tried to filence it, it continued
its vociferation till Frederick, their
fecond fon, provoked at 1ts interrup~
tion aud incefiant noife, took up
a ftone, which he threw with fuch
force at the antmal asto cut out one
of its eyes, which hung bleeding,
and looking horrible to the fight.
This aé&ion, which was done under
~ the impulfe of paffion, caufed an
rmmediate and death-like filence to
prevail in the whole party, while the
poor beaft, {truck to the ground by
the force and violence of the blow,
lay writhing in an agony of pain.
Ob, fie! Erederick, {aid every one
S | of
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of the children, . when their firft
agitation and furprife had fubfided,
how cruel you are?! FIrederick, "who
did not mean to have carried his
refentment to fuch a length;, hung
his head, athamed to encounter the
eyes of his parents. |

Mr. Danvers, ever humane, went
forward to the fuffering animal, but
it was hurt beyond relief, and a
countryman juft then pafling, he
eave him a trifle to put it out of its
mifery. Then turning to liis fon, You
{fee, Frederick, faid he, the baneful ef-
fects of paffion; how often have I
warned you againftindulging this im-
petuofity of temper! vou have infliét-
ed pain and death upon an animal
beneath your notice; you who are
endowed with reafon, ought to fuffer

G B
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1t {o to operate as to deter you from
the commmiflion of crume ; for a crime
you have committed : this little
animal was not mere offending to-
wards you than to us all in general;
and what did it do 7 it annqyed you
by its voice, but it did not attempt '
to bite or hurt you; yet you have
taken a fignal revenge; perhaps this
poor thing had puppies to protect,
which I fufpect to be the cale; its
violence then proceeded from ina-
ternal fear of hurt to its young;
and that has occafioned. its (leath.
Fredenck 1 fee contrition in your
facc, but what does that avail, the
fame 1mpetuofity. of difpofition, the
indulgence of thefe immoderate {ftarts
of anger, mwht depriye. a human
being of exiftence ; think then how

you
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vou would feel if you had deprived
a fellow-creature, perhaps one of
your brothers or fifters, of life: you
would not only be amenable to the
laws of your country, but you would
be torn to death with the ftings of
confcience. It is true, 1t 1s but a
dog you have been the means of
killing, but let it be a l¢flon to you,
that anger indulged and carried to
excefs, hurries us into the commiffion
of crime, from which our nature
would at other times thrink, and too
frequently brings with it fources of
everlafting remorfe. 1 was once
witnefs to an incident occafioned by
the mdulgence of paffion fo mourn-
ful, that it has been a leffon to me
through - life to curb every angry

| e 2 ~ feehng
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feeling as it rofe, and te firive to
fubdue the impulfe of refentment.
What was it, dear Father: faid
the children with one voice, pray
tell us, and we will remember it as
a leffon all our lives.
In hopes then, my dears, that it -
- will be really fo, I {hall recount the
hiftory of Edward Fletcher.
He was a boy at the {fame {chool
with me; an only child, and in-
dulged to a fault by his parents,.
~ who neither contradiéted him them-
felves, nor fuffered others to de fo.
From this falfe indulgence {prung
all the f{ubfequent mifery of their
fon’s life ; and from them he maydate
‘the ruin of his happinefs.
Young Fletcher, thusuncontrouled,
was



¢

EDWARD FLETCHER. 65

was allowed in every refpeét to do as
he thought proper. He chaftifed the
fervants at pleafure, and got them
difiniffed and others engaged, as
fuited his will; torn with ftrong
pafions, he demanded the more
controul, and required the hand of
authority; as well as the curb of
reafon, to reftrain him. Till he was
twelve years of age, he was kept
at home, but his' parents then faw
that he was beyond their controul,
and required the watchful eye of a
vigilant mafter to fuperintend him,
and check the growth of thofe paf-
fions which they had fuffered to
reign too long unreftrained. He
was therefore placed with Do&or C.
where our acquaintance firft com-
menced ; here he ‘early manifefted

¢ 3 thofe
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- thofe unhappy traits of charaéier
which at laft overran hiin ; paffionate
mn the extreme, arrogant to all, and
violently head{trong, he became foon
an object of diflike to his {chool-
fellows, few of whom could or wonld
affociate with a lad who was of {o
arbitrary and unyielding a temper.
At fifteen he was removed from the
Doétor’s care to Weftminfter; * his
abilities to learn, and his application
to {tudy, had m fome degree ren-
dered him a favourite. As a {cholar,
his mafter was certainly proud of
him; but as being under the in-
fluence of violent paffions, which
not even his authority was {ufficient
to curb, he was forry for him. 1
perceive, faid the Doétor, when he

was onc day talking of him, that
o his
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bis paffions will ultimately be his
ruin ; they have been fuffered too
long to run riot, now tamely to
inbmit to the bridle ; and his parents
have fuffered them to reign too
uncontrouled for reafon to have fair -
play. I grieve for him, he con-
finued, he has a more than common
thare of underftanding, and his
abilities are certainly of the firft rate:
yet he has neither prudence to re-
ftrain him{elf, noy fufficient command
over his feelings to fubdue them ;
his irritability of temper will eventu-
ally deftroy him, and he will be a
{nfferer by the indulgence of his

paremfs:; 5 il | 2
At Weftminfter he was conftantly
embroiled with one or other of the
boys, and I fuppofe, during the two
5 ~ years
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years he was there, he fought more
battles, and got into more quarrels,
than any lad of his age ever did-
before. From hence he was fent to
college, where it was our lot to meet
again. I may fay that I now {aved
him from many fcrapes he- would
otherwife have fallen inte, antl, by
a happy moderation, prevented his
getting into quarrels in which he
would elfe have engaged. FROTY
About fix months before the time
fixed for his leaving cellege, his
parents died, and he fucceeded to
an inheritance of near three thou-
fand a year; unfortunately this ac-
quifition of wealth gave him increafed
confequence in his own eyes, and
made him more impetuous than
ever to reafon or remonfirance ;
' always
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always inattentive, he now became
totally deaf and difregardful: the
cvent will thew what was the con-
fequence. | ' | _
At one of the Oxford mufic meet-
ings, he faw and was captivated
with a young lady, the danghter
of a gentleman of good connexions,
but {mall fertune. The beauty of the
face was not the only one which
diftinguithed Gertrude St. Albin;
her mind was replete with all the
feminine virtues, which ought to
- dignify thefex: gentle, modeft, un-
affluming, and humble in her man-
sers ; the was at once the delight
and pride of her parents and friends.
This young lady, but rarely feen in
Oxford, became an objeét of univer-
{al admiration ; many were the offers
‘ R LT
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the received, and many were the
hearts fhe enflaved; among the
number of thofe who paid fo juft a
homage to her external as well as
internal graces, was myfelf: with
her father I had a flightacquaintance,
of which I determined to avail my-
felf to get introduced to his daugh-
ter. My vifits were, I foon faw, not
unacceptable to the latter, though-
her parents did not think I had
fortune fufficient to gratify my
- pretenfions ta her.  Fletcher was
more fortunate; his fortune, which
was independent of any one, eafily
procured him the withed for intro-
duétion. Sanétioned by her father’s
fulleft approbation, Gertrude St.
Albin was almoft compelled to ré-
cieve him as a lover; yet even in

that
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that charaéter he could not dilguife
the irritability of his temper, which
manifefted itielf upon the moft trivial
occafians, and which frequently
caufed the gentle Gertrude to thrink
with terror from him. In compliance
with her father’s commands I re-
ceived a denial to my fuit, and was
forbidden to think more of her.
Fletcher, therich, and as I thought,
the fortunate Fletcher, was feleéted
among the number of her admirers,
to become her hufband. Ah, what
contraries were to be united ! what
little poflibility of a union beinz
happy in which minds fo little alike
were met ; alas! could they be faid to
meet? tooblige her father, Gertrude
agreed to accept Tletcher as her
hufband, and a very fhort time after,

i faw
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faw their union effeéted. It was in
vain this gentle creature, {fought by
every engaging art to fiill the tempeft
of her hufband’s mind, and bring
his angry paffions under controul ;
- any thing, the difplacing of the moli
trivial unimportant trifle, would make
him rdge like an angry boar; his
difpleafure fell chiefly apon his un-
happy wife, who had only her chani-
ber to flee to for refuge, from the
ftorms of his temper; yvet even there
‘it would follow her, nor wete words
alone the figns of his anger; he
wonld even defcend to blows, for
fuch was the little command under
‘which his paffions twere, that he
‘had loft the power of reftraint over
‘them, aﬁd his helplefs wife fre-
53 "~ quently
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quently feit the {ad effects of his un-
bounded wrath.

About a twelvemonth after they
were married, I happened to be jour-
neying near their country feat, and
having frequently received the moft
prefling invitations from Fletcher to
vifit him, I took this opportunity of
complying with his requeft; he re-
ceived me, as indeed he always did,
with the utmoft appearance of friend-
ly kindnefs: his wife too welcomed
me in a manner grateful to my feel-
ings; fthe withed to do honour to her
hufband’s gueft, and by many little
attentions, convinced me her utmoft
with was to render him happy. For
feveral days after my arrival, all was
harmony and peace; and though the
natural finile of cheerfulnefs was log

H | from
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from the face of Gertrude, it was
fupplied by the tint of a not unplea-
fine melancholy. The time I had
allotted for my ftay at Elm Grove
was now expired, and-I was prepa-
ring‘to take my leave of its inhabi-
bitanits.  Fletcher propofed accompa-
nying me part of the way, and had
ordered ‘his ‘horfe aceordingly; but
faying .that he would take that op-
portunity to call upon fuch a perfon
for his-rent; and defired his wife to
‘bring himthe faft receipt, flie left the
roon) for the purpofe; but returned an
unfuecelsful mefienger, declaring the
~ conld not find ity -among the papers
: committed to her charge nor do I
- reimember your giving it to me, ﬂm
cotitihued. . Notremember it, he re~

| phed heftily) fool! what do you re-
5% ] i - member-
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member ? I am’ pofitive T gave. it
you along with farmer Hobb’s, in-
deed my dear, you miftake the re-
plied mildly, it was Mr. Vincent’s,
you have probably put this hi your
own {ecretary; this -contradiétion
threw him into the mo{‘t.-uljgo-
vernable rage I ever witnefled ; he
raved, ftormed, execrated her and
himfelf, till his face was purple with
paflion: .fhe ftood trembling and
pale as a corpfe with-terror, while T
ufed every argument I could fum- .
mon to quiet him,' but in vain; I
then urged her to leave the room;
the did fo, he followed her, alas!
for what purpofe, in an nftant 1
heard a violent fcream. I flew to the
fpot from whence it itfued. Oh, my
children, never fhall 1 forget the fad

CHES L LT ipectacte
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fpe&aclel witneflfed. On theground
‘bathed in blood lay the haplefs vic-
tim of Fletcher's wrath; while he, in
whofe countenance horror and def-
pair were only vifible, {tood over her
with clenched hands, and hair ereét
from terror. What! O good Heaven'!
what have you done? faid I—how
comes this—what is the meaning of .
this fpectacle 7——I have murdered
her, he replied in a voice {carcely
audible from excefs of emotion. I
have murdered my wife—I knocked
her down, fthe has fallen with force
upon her temples, and fee the con-
fequence!—theconfequence, mdeed!
I returned, but let us fend for af-
fiftance; perbaps fhe may be recovered.
Nérer, ‘her fituation forbids the
"thought:' for oh, Danvers, the was
near
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near making me a father; what muft
be done, . what ean I do. Send 1m-
mediately for'a furgeon. We did fo,
he arrived but to confirm our mifery.
Tt is true ihe was not then dead, but a
languithing difeafe was the confe-
quence of hisfatalimpetuofity; and in
a few months after fhe refigned her
pure and fpotlefs foul to her Creator:
the however not only freely and ge- -
neroufly forgave her hufband, but
even tried to contole him, and that
he might not reap any ill confequen-
ces from her death, fhe repeatedly
told her fervants and fuch of her
friends as came to fee her, that it
‘originated from accident. Me who
was the only: witnefs that could have
hurt him, fhe bound by the mofit
binding oaths to fecrecy upon the

H @ {fubject
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{fubjeét; butalas! though he efcaped
the hands of juftice, he could not
the canker worm of confeience,
which tore him to pieces: a deep
“and fullen melancholy fucceeded her
death, he faw no one, nor would
admit the fmalleft ray of light nto
his chamber, from which he never
“ftirred ; eight years he pafled in this
way, the light of day and fociety
of man hateful to him; at the end
of that time he awakened from me-
lancholy to raving, and it was under
the influence of omne of thofe fits
that his calamitous fiory got wind.
He was however faved from public
juftice ; the arm of death arrefted his
courfe, and he died as he had for {o
long lived, encompafsed with horrors,
and dreadmg to meet the eye of his

- € Creator:
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Creator. Thisftory then mydear chil-
dren, fthould indeed ferve as a warn-
ing againft the indulgence of paflion.
I do not fay that it may manifeft 1t-
felf in every one by the fame direful
effect, but its firft impulies ought to
be checked: for by indulgence we
lofe all command over ourfelves, and
as was the cafe with this unfortunate
man, the moft tremendous effects
originate from 1t. The reafon with
which the Almighty has dignified
man, and which gives him pre-emi-
nence over the brute, ought to be
employed in the regulation of his
paffions, and bringing them under
the dominion of prudence; had
this unfortunate man been early
taught to fubdue his, he would have

efcaped years of mifery: but to the -

falfe
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falfe indulgence of his parents, as
well as to his own impetuofity, he
may attribute the fubfequent errors,
as well as calamities of his life; thus
you fee riches and every comfort
the world could beftow, were infuffi-
cient to render him happy: his tem-
per poifoned the felicity he might
otherwife have tafted, and ultunate-
ly caufed the death of an object I
am fure he fondly loved ; and this
cafe too frequently occurs; pafifion
is in effeét a temporary madness,
a fpemes of mfanity, which. if it
does not abfolutely need the affift-
ance of a bodily phyfician, does
that of one for the mind. Guard
then againft its firft advances, they
are by far the moft dangerous, and
the early checking of them will
in time correét them altocrether I

allow
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allow there is not a more difficult
tafk than that of fubduing the hafty
ftarts of temper: but the reward 1s
worthy the attempt; and the idea of
its being an aétion acceptable to Hea-
ven, ought to {timulate us to it:
what but paffion co-operating with
jealousy caufed Cain to murder his
brother Abel, and the fame feelings
have been the caufe of numberlefs
others. I know a family where no-
thing but bickerings and heart
bmmnrrs exi{t among the children,
and this 1s owing to a feeling of jea- -
loufy among themfelves, and who
can tell where this jeal'oui:y will end;
already has it deftroyed that fweet,
that gentle harmony which fheuld
alone fubfift amid fuch dear and in-
timate connections. et

Do

e
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Do we know this family, Sir, faid
Frank ? I am afraid you do.—Then
it muft be the young Applebys you
mean. | ‘ "
1t is fo, a more unamiable fet of
children F-never faw, un cgovernable,
bold, impudent, and faucy: they
are- univerfally difliked, while the
mild manners and gentle behaviour
of thofe of their oppofite neighbour,
caufe them to be as generally admi-
red. Itisin the power of any young
perfons to render themfelves agree-
able; {weetnefs' of behaviour and
temper,  the with and endeavour to
oblige, will be rewarded by the good
word and will of every one, whilea
- contrary conduét only expofes them
- to contempt and diflike.
~ You put me in mind of two
@ L e ‘ ' young

_-—
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young people, with whom I was ac-
quainted in my early years, and two
fuch oppofites one family {fearcely
ever before produced; as oppofite.
have been their lot in life.

Lucy and Jemima Meadows, were
at a very early age, - deprived by
death of their father, who left them
however, very handfome fortunes,
and under the fole guidance and
management of their mother, a moft
exemplary woman; the tempers of
thefe gitls were not more unlike than
their perfons. Lucy the eldeft was
altogether as handfome as her fifter
was plain, for Jemima had -had the
{mall pox, to a moft violent degree ;
her figure was however commanding
and clegant, as was that of Lucy’s

alfo, but the difpofitions of the fif-

ters



¥ LUCY AND

ters were very reverfe; early flattered
by many (I cannot but call them
falfe friends, ) her perfon extolled as
perfect, and herfelf courted as an
1dol. Lucy became vain, arrogant,
and haughty, fupercilious to  her
equals, and proud and overbearing
to her inferiors. It wasin vain Mrs,
Meadows endeavoured to check thefe
growing deformities in her eldeft
daughter’s character, all the did the
filly fondnefs of a maiden aunt who
was proud of her mniece’s beauty,
counteraéted; and fo long as alooking
glafs convinced Lucy of the loveh-
nefs of her perfon, fo long the took
upon herfelf airs and affetation,
which totally disfigured ber; Jemi-
ma on the contrary, whofe face was.

all but hideous, was confcious that
| 24 the
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the muft owe the attention and good
will fhe hoped to meet in the world, to
fomething more than countenance :
encouraged therefore by the excellent
advice and example ot her mother,
ihe carly endeavoured to fafliion her
mind aright: yet fhe frequently felt
mortified at the fuperior homage
ber fifter exaéted, while the was left
unnoticed ; but when Mrs. Meadows
witneffed this chagrin in her daugh-
ter, the would comfort her by faying
that the charms of countenance {oon
vanithed. Time, ficknefs, accident,
a thoufand caufes might arife to de-
prive her of them, but the beauties
of the mind were durable and in-
creafing, neither time ner circum-
ftance could operate upon them, and

their pofifeflor was fure of being
1 charming
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charming as long as life was given?
- do not then, my dear, the would
fay, lament a circumftance which is
purely adventitious: the innate beau-
ties of a well regulated mind, the
charms that candour, good {fenfe,
and fweetnefs difclofe are permanent:
ones, and fuch as wili gather ftrength
by age. Letyour endeavours then be
to attain thefe graces, and believe
me you will gain more -admirers
from them, than a merely pletty
face could procure.
Lucy Meadows encouraged  too-

high an idea of herfelf to think or
feel for another; 'when in public fur-~:
rounded by that trifling fet of beings:
who have not mtelle& fufficient to
diftinguith real merit, but pay refpect*
alone to outward appearance; .the’ .
- would

-
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would caft an eye of exultation at
her fifter, and triumph with all the
weaknefs of filly vanity in her own
more beautiful countenance; but if
Lucy Meadows gammed the moft ad-
mirers, the did not lovers, for the
mnate. worth of Jemima diffufed a
charm over her homely face, want-
ing in the regular features of her
fifter. =~ 'The admiration Lucy caufed
was tranfitory, her manners haughty
and forbidding,. her temper four and
fupercilious, undid all-her beauty
excited; while the foftnefs, fweet-
nefs, and good {fenfe of Jemima;
caufed her only to be known to be
loved. | |
Among the number of thofe
caught by the external appearance
of the former, was Sir James Lum- -
SR 52 " ley,
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ley, a young man of very large for-
tune, good connettions, and what
was worth all, of innate pro-
bity, and good fenfe To {fee Lucy
was to admire her, he became her
attendant at all public places, and
~ finally afked and received her mo-
ther’s permiffion to addrefs her; a
match fo advantageous in every re-
fpect, was infinitely fuperior to Mrs.
Meadows’s moft fanguine hopes for
her daughter, who had had many
offers, but whofe manners had caufed
their authors to draw back, dif-
gufied with her pride and frivolity.
As Sir James not only in point of
fortune was fuperior to any that had
yet offered, but was defirable from
his - charaéter and talents, Mus.

3Iead0\ss felt all the fohcntudc a
| -fond
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fond and tender parent mnaturally
experiences, that her daughter might
not by an imprudent conduét, for-
feit the affeétion of fo worthy a cha-
racter: fhe therefore cautioned her
to be upon her guard, nor by an
overbearing difplay of  her power
over the heart of her lover, lofe a
match fo every way agreeable. ,
- The pride Lucy felt in having a
titled lover, made her for fome time
more humble to him, than, the had
ever been to his predecetiors, but at
the fame time it gave heran oppor-
-~ tunity of triumphing fiill more over
her fifter. | It was impofiible for any
wndividual to live in the houfe, or
even to be a.conftant vifitor in it,
without foon acquiring a k:ho,wledge
©of the'two fifters. « SirJ a-méis:‘faw.“ip,‘ ‘
) S and
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and with pain obferved the unamia-
ble difpofition of his miftrefs, and
withed, frequently withed, that in
mind fhe refembled Jemima; the
traits of whofe temper infenfibly pre-
cured his efteem; yet {iill when that
efteem was at times almoft ripening
into attachment, the fafcination of
Lucy’s faultlefs face, would bring
him back. How {trange it 1s, faid he,
that much as I adore one fifter I can=
not help loving the other, and that
heartily: Ah! why is not Jemima
blefled with the beauty of Lucy, or
rather why does not Lucy pofiefs the
mind of Jemima? my reafon, un-
derftanding, heart, tells me I thould
in fpite of all the defects of perfon,
be happier with the latter, but my
fcnfes, or rather thofe of fight tham

feeling,



JEBMIMA MEADOWS, 91

feeling, attach me to the former; let
me afk myfelf, can the beauty only of
a wife bring happinefs, will it {folace
me. in affli¢tion, will it comfort me
in forrow, will it heal me in ficknefs ?
alas! no, yet my heart is irrefiftibly
hers, even while it filently acknow-
ledges the fuperior merit of Jemima.

An occurrence which thortly after
~ happened, ferved fiill more {trongly
to unveil the natural charaéers and
feelings of the fifters. ~Mrs. Mea-
dows who in every refpeét had afted
the part of a moft tender and indul-
gent mother by her daugbters, to
oblige the eldeft, accompanied her
one night to the opera; the houfe
was very full and uncommonly hot,
and the tranfition from heat to cold,
when they left it, was {o acutely felt

by
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by Mrs. Meadows, that it brought
on a very ferious ilinefs,. which for
fome time bafiled the {kill of the
phyficians. During this mterval and
imdeed . during her whole illnefs,
nothing could exceed the tender af-
feétion and unremitting attention of
Jemima, who paffed whole days and
nights at the bedfide of her mother,
{carcely leaving her to take common
refrefhment;  Lucy on the contrary,
though fhe had been the primal
fource of 'her mother’s indifpofition,
contented herfelf with making en-
gquiries after her health, and at thg,
moft {fetting with her for an hour or
two in the morning; even atthe time
her ‘parent was judged in the moft
imminent danger, {he abridged her-
felf of no amufement, nor hefitated .-
il - | 10
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to partake any pleafure offered for
her participation: once or twice Je-
mima mildly reprefented to her, the
indecency of being feen in public -
while their mother lay in fuch a
ftate, but Lucy was too proud to at-
tend to admonition, and too anx-
ious to thew her pretty face to be de-
terred by any confideration of ten-
dernefs to her parent. Mrs. Mea-
dows. could not but witnefs with ex-
treme concern, this want of duty
and natural affection in her eldeft
daughter, nor did the fame feeling
fail to firike Sir James; he faw Je-
mima patiently attending and {weet-
ly {foothing the bed of ficknefs, even
to the hazard of herfelf: for the in-
ceflant fatigue fhe underwent, and

from whichno confideration for her-
| | felf
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felf coulddetach her, gradually un-
dermined her health; while Lucy as
gay, as unconcerned, and as frivo-
lous as-ever, was fluttering night
after nicht in circles of gailety and
diffipation,- thoughtlefs and unheed-
ful of that tender friend who had
reared her to maturityy and who now
lay extended on the bed of ficknefs.
-+ Is fhe fit for the wife of“a man of
fentiment and feeling? faid Sir James
ipentally ; ‘as he reafoned the conduét
of'the fifters within himfelf. * Alas! I
fear in marrving her ‘1 ihall marry
the diffipated fine lady, who is loft
to every tender domeftic affeéction:
~will. Lucy fuch as fhe appears, be
the affeftionate mother of my chil-
dren, the tried friend, partuner, and
fweetenec of my life, wiil fhe ‘be the
careful
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careful miftrefs of my family, and
the woman that fhall' make home a
paradifc; mno, if fthe negleéts her
mother in ficknefs, it ‘is but fair to
fuppofe the would me alfo; for what
fecurity have I for her performance!
of her duty as a wife, but that fhe
offers as a ¢hild: let me then refleét’
before 1 inevitably engage, and if
poflible fave myfelf from a depth of .
mifery and years of ‘repentance.

Thus argued Sir James, and thus'
my dear girls will every thinkmng'
man argue¢, ‘who ‘leoks forward' to
his ‘union with a 1at10nal hope of"
happinefs.

“Yet in fpite of Sir J ames’s reflecs.
tions, in {pite of the convic¢tion that
every hour broke in more firongly’
upon him, of the unfitnefs of Lucy'
g T for
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for his wife, and his increafing ad-
miration of her fifter, the plainnefs
of whofe face was forgotten as the
beauties of her mind unfolded them-
felves; he thought he had gone too
far to retract with honour; never-
thelefs he could not help feeling af-
fured that if he married Mifs Mea-
dows, he had little to expeét but mi-
fery; whereas an union with her {if-
ter, would the but accept him, pro-
mifed the moft rational and lafting
happinefs. _

Mrs. Meadows was now recovered,
and her elder daughter was more
than ever in company; among the
multitude with- whom fhe mixed was
Lord F an old and very infirm
peer; one who had pafled not only
his youth but the meridian of his

- life,
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life, ‘in. the purfuit of pleafures,
which had entailed upon him a long
train of complaints, and rendered
him dif{gufting to the moral part of
mankind as a difeafed libertine; his
temper not naturally good, was four-
ed fiilll more by conftant indifpofi-
tion, and his natural irritability was
confiderably heightened and increa-
{ed by frettul impatience; for three
years he had been employed 1n a di-
plomatic charaéter abroad, and it
was only the firft evening of his ap-
pearing 1n public, upon his return,
that he {aw :_md was mmtroduced to
Lucy Meadows: to avoid prolixity
he not only faw but admired, and
made an offer of himfelf to her.
A peer! he was not to be flighted,
yet what could fhe do with Sir J ames,
K Her
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Her pride, ambition, all were grati-
fied and flattered by the notice of
Lord F~——; fhe gave him more en-:
ccuragement than fhe ought, and in
fact {lighted a deferving man for him.
Mas. Meadows 1n vain reprefented
to her the:difparity of  their ages,
the. jealoufy which from 4 'boy had
diftinguifhed his temper, his infirmi-
ties, and the little chance there was.
of her being ‘happy with him ; fhe
mentioned too her ill ufage of Sir
James; and urged her by’every ar-
gument fhe could adduce, not to
think of facrificing herfelf for a fha-
dow, for what elfe 1s a title un-
attended by any other advantage ?
You will live in {plendor it is true
Lacy, faid this good mother,’ butit

wxll b& m fplendld rmfery think
- within
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within yourfelf,” my dear, whether
you can put up with the petulance,
impatience, and irritability natural to
an invalid; can you bear the confine-
ment of a fick room? the conftant
and unremitting attention you ought
to pay to.its duties? believe me my
- dear, vou are. neither by difpofition
or habit formed to perform the cha-
racter of ‘a nurfe to a man like Lord
F ; his frac¢tious complaints will
weary yofi, nor can his title nor all
the gew-gaws of {plendour and equi-
page compenfate' for what you will
forfeit in giving up fuch a man as

Sur James Lumley for the peer.
Thus argued Mrs. Meadows, but
arcument 'and remonftrance were
alike loft upon her daughter, who
-bhnded by ambltlon, faw only the
K 2 coronet
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coronet, coach, and glare of fhow.
Her behaviour to Sir James affumed
~a different fhape, and releafed
him from the chains which held
him: his attachment to Lucy
which was founded only on perfonal
beauty, had long been gradually
weakening, and that he felt for her
fifier as gradually increafing. Will
you dearJemima, hefaid, condefcend
to accept me? will you overlook the
blind preference I once manifefted
for your fifter? and by giving me
yourfelf, eufure my futurc happi-
nefs? | .
Jemima who had long in fecret
acknbwledged Sir James’s merit, did
~ not hefitate to accept him: need I
fay that a union founded as theirs was,

upon the bafis of merlt was happy..:
In
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In her, her hufband found a ten-
der and domeftic wife, her children
an atfectionate and excellent parent,
and her fervants a good mifirefs the
thone, and fhe fhines fiill, an orna-
ment to her fex, and a blefﬁno-_ to all
around her. |
Lucy faulﬁcmo' heniclf as fhe
did at the altar of ambition, foon
found that {plendourand glare were
infutficient to  procure  bhappinefs;
coniined for nine months together
to .a fick chamber, or to a folitary
wanfion, | without any . intellectuak,
refources or company beyond that of .
her lord, who was a jealous tyrant to.
her, and would neither futfer her
out of his fight, nor {carcely endure
her in it; fome kind friend had told .
him of her behaviour to her mother,
) n :
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in her illnefs, and he is conftantly
upbraiding her with it, and telling
her the muft not expeét to ferve him
in the fame manner. Thus you fee
the paffes her life in wretchednefs,
and thus has her pride and arrogance
been rewarded ; her beauty, of which
ihe was fo fillily vain, is totally fled ;
the canker worm of difcontent has
gnawn the rofe from her cheek ; fhe
is but the thadow of her former felf :
no trace of that lovelinefs for which’
the was formerly diftinguithed now
remains; envy at her fifter’s happinefs
too, confpires to torment her, for
the never witnefles the felicity fhe
~enjoys with her huiband, but the re-
grets the ill-advifed choice fhe has
made. If we'go to London I will in-
treduce you to Sir James and Lady
: 2 Lumley,
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Lumley, they are not only in them-
felves, but in their children patterns
of domeftic felicity, and good man-
agement.

Some little time afterwards Mr.
Danvers had an offer of placing his
eldeft fon with a gentleman in the
law ; as it was in every refpeét a very
advantageous one, hedid not hefitate
te accept it: and every preliminary
being adjufted, after taking an af-
feGtionate leave of his family, Frank
accompanied his father to the me-
tropolis; upon this occafion as his
fon was likely to become a refident
in it, Mr, Danvers introduced him
to fuch of his old: friends, whofe
acquaintance  he.thought might be
beneficial to him: amoug - the  reft

was a Mr. Wilmot a gentleman Pﬂ“ e
| th;, |
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the meridian.of life,but whofe know-
ledge of the world; and frank, eafy
and concHiating manners made the
voung forget his age, and at the
{ame tune. blended with their admira-
t:on . otheir: Jove. 4 .
- w- My Walmot upon, hls ﬁlﬁ: fettmg.
out, i hifey: had. been  pofifefied of.a
‘ very: l;he;al fﬁﬁlﬂ;ﬁle;; which with the
t’h@“ﬂ’&ttﬁlﬁh ]?_ﬂ@ﬁ!ﬁﬂn ~of a youngr
‘man e diffipated in the, purluit of
pleafures whigh brought no-equiva-
lent but regret:: as. he ! was blefied
with a very geod .underftanding, - he.
faw, the errorso indo which he had
: plunged, ;time. enough to profit: by
them,, To retrieve his fortune he
engaged, in trade with an American,
ang not: leng: aﬁ;er his entrance into
bnﬁpﬁis ha,wgsf fmnmonembx its

- call

o>
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call to that quarter of the globe.
Soon  after his landing, having ad-
jufted the immediate concern‘which
took him thither, he joined a party
to vifit the back fettlements: nor
- was pleafure alone their only motive,
the purchafe of furs being the oftenfi-

ble reafon for their journey.
It: happened after their ar nval at
Albany, that they propofed to take
‘a day’s hunting in the woods: when
there, by fome mifinanagement, Mr.
Wilmot was feparated from his com-
panions, - and darknefs, amid the
folitude of an American foreft, over-
taking him, he became a prey to the
mofit frightful horrors. Unknowing
which path te take that would convey
him back to the fettlement, he
wandered about, uncertain which way
| to
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to proceed ;- the hiffing of ferpents,
the fcream of the wolverene and fox,
‘and  howlings - of ‘the other animals
peculiar tothatcontinent, now ftruck
‘apon‘his-ear. What, faid he, men-
tally, 15 to become of ‘me, whether
‘Fadvance or rétreat, I am likely to
become - the ‘prey of wild  beafts;
where' then ‘éan’ I feek: or hope to
find refuge?; A fervent prayer offéred
‘up to Almighty God, forprotection,
in" féme degree calmed his agitated
“spirits; "and ' diffufed 2 temporary
Aerenity overhis mind ; he recolleéted
“he had heard'that wild animals were
‘éner ally afraid of fire; he therefore
‘picked up two pieces of wood,’ which
Fortunately were “of the right kind,

“and thofe he tubbed together with
“fuch - fofce as Apeedily to: procure
o R 7 fire
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fire from them ; he was thus enabled |
to fet alight to fome dead leaves and
withered {ticks which prefented them-
{elves, and by this means he paffed
this long night in-{fafety. = Towards
morning, or rather at day-break, -ds
he was cafting his eyes around ta
judge if he could which asvas :the
road to convey him to the fettlement,
he faw, or thought he faw, a paie
of large black eyes ftaring at himyg
{tartled, nay alarmed at this fight
which he believed to be a wild beaft;
he retreated a few paces, and inftinc'
tively  placed hunfelf in a.pofture of
defencé; at this moment an arrow
evidently levelled at, paffed fonear
him as to graze away thedkin of his
ear; a horrid yell fucceeded: he
ga\e up all for loft, and abfolutely

, - fainted
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fainted from: terror; but judge his
furprife, when upon recovery from
his fwoun, he faw himfelf upon a
bed ‘of fkins and furrounded by
favages, who affured him, by figns,
they ' were friendly difpofed toward
him. ' Affured by their geftures; he
forgot his fears, ‘and by every fign
- he thought would be intelligible, ‘he
fought to convince them he was
want of f{ufténance; 1t was 1m-
mediately brought; and this poor,
this unenlightened race of beings,
feemed to know no greater pleafure
than that of fuccouring the. dif-
trefled.. Many were the humble
offerings of genuine benevolence
brought forhim to partake; all were
- eager to prefs a fomething upon him;
and none but feemed mortified at

341 P | his
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his refufal. 'The chief, or mafter
of the hut, judging that he wifthed
to return to the fettlement, offered
to conduét him, an offer he gladly
accepted: thus he reached in fafety
a place he the preceding evening
had never thought to fee again.

Mr. Wi'l'mot was never weary of
extolling the genuine benevolence
and hofpitality -of thefe poor crea-
tures, and frequently withed oppor-?_-
tunity were afforded him of mani-
fefting his gratitude for it. Not
was this opportunity long want~
ln"'

A few days previous to Mr. Wil-
mot’s intended return to New York,
a party of Indians came to Albany
to fell their furs, anxious to procure
all he could, be hafteaed to the

L general
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general mart to view, and if hé
could, ‘purchafe them: among the
fellers he faw his late kind hoft,
Sufquenah; "a mutual recognition
took place, and a mutual pleafure was
expreflfed. Mr. Wilmot invited his
friend to dine with him. It 1s well
Known that ‘the Indians are re-
markably fond of {pirits : Sufquenah
drank freely of them, and appeared
to "be intoxicated. Mr. Wilmot
would fain have had him ftop that
night, but Sufquenah was obftinate
to return and join his companions in
their journey home. He therefore
took” leave ‘of his kind entertaider,
“and departed. ©Scarcely had he left
the houfe twohours, before:an alarm
of murder was fpread over the fettle-
menty’and thdt it was perpetrated by
L1919 | ‘  the

e 2
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the Indians, who had that day been -
there-to fell their furs. Mr. Wilmot
mnftantly left his houfe to enquire the
truth of the report. Chained among
the number of thofe who had been
feized, he faw Sufquenah, who hung
his head, evidently hurt at his dif-
grace and chains. ¢¢ Surely,” faid
Mr. Wilnot, - ““ this man is not a
murderer.” ““Yes, it was he that
did the deed,” replied one of the
planters. ‘¢ What, unprovokedly r”
—*¢ He " has murdered my. head
fervant,” returned the .plalx.ter, .
**and he fhall now fuffer.” .*¢ Whnat,
{fuffer without being heard in his
defence? do not think of it, do not
bring fuch a difgrace upon the
Englith charaéter; givehiman oppor-
tunity of vindicating himfelf, itis

L2 a juftice
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a juftice due from man to man; and
though a favage, he is intitled to be
heard. It is {carcely two hours fince
he left me: what provocation then
muft he have received to prompt
fuch an aétion ?”
~ Sufquenah ignorant as he was of
the Englifh tongue, yet judged from
the manner of Mr. Wilmot, that he
was pleading for ‘him; a gleam of
pleafure fthot from his large dark
eyes, and he demanded an inter-
preter. One was eafily obtained;
when the Indian, by his wmeans,
addrefled his friend In the followmg
manner:

¢ I left you, good young man, to
proceed on my journey to the five
mountains : as I could not fell all my

furs at the price I had fixed for them
' n
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in my own mind, I called at the
mart to take them back with me:
while I was there, this man’s fervant
would fain have dealt with me, but
as he made me very poor offers, I
declined, and taking my. furs, left -
the {fettlement with my companions.
Scarcely had we journeyed half a
league, when we faw_this man, with
feveral others, purfuing and halloo-
ing after us; we ftopped, judging
they {iill wifhed to deal with us, and
taking our furs from our fthoulders
fpread them to be examined. They
came up with us, and after much
debate, we were going on, for they
would not buy the fkins at our price;
juft as we had tied them altogether,
one of the men feized them, and was
gomg away with themj; we united

; L3 mn
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in refcuing them from his power,
but not before one of the fellows had
firuck one of our companions to the
earth, and another taking advantage
of his fitwation as he,lay, plunged a
fword into his heart. What man
would fee this and let it pafs un-
revenged 7 I raifed my tomahawk,
it was fuccefsful in its effeét, and
‘blood - was repaid with blood. You
call ‘us favages while you are really
fo. Could we fee our friend, our
companion murdered before our eyes,
without avenging hmm. Should we
‘be brothers, fhould we be worthy of
being united in one league, if in
cafes of robbery and murder we did
not ftand by and revenge each others
caufe? Youthat are white men would
do the fame.

 Mr.
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Mr Wilmoet, ﬁndmo' Sufquenah
was not the aggreffor, boldly took his
part. His influence prevailed, and
his friend was releafed from his
chains ; which were no fooner taken
from his arms, than throwing him-
felf at the feet of his friend, *‘I am
yours,” faid he, ‘¢ yours only; the
ties of gratitude -are {trong, very
ftrong, in the breaft of an Indian.
You have refcued me from chaius
and ignominy, and here I {wear, by
the great God I ferve, to devote my
life to you.” ‘¢ Return, my friends,”
he continued, addrefling his com-
panions, ‘‘return to the five moun-
tains, tell all you have feen, all you
have heard: fay that Sufquenah,
bound by ftronger ties than thofe

which attach him to you, leaves
you
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you to fhare the fate and fortunes of
his benefa&or, the man who faved
him from chains and difgrace.”. .

It wag in vain Mr. Wilmot tried
to diffuade him from this refolution ;
Sufquenah, felt the impulfes of grati-
tude and affeCtion too ftrong to be
deterred by any reprefentation that
could be made of inconvenience to
himfelf, to detach him from bhis
purpofe ; to be thort, he followed the
fortunes of his friend, whao twice
“owed his life to him. Upon their
return to England, a very\ fine day
tempted Mr. Wilmot to take the en-
joyment of bathing : he was no fwim-
mer, and after a few attempts, was
near finking ; an alarm was fpread ;
Mr. Wilmot had twice funk. Suf-
quenah . ruthed upon deck, faw- it

. was
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was his beloved mafter, who was
thus buffetting the water, and fecarce-
ly alive ; he needed no more ; plung-
ing boldly in, he fwam to the {pot
were he had feen him going down,
and diving at once for him, forcibly
dragged him to the.veflel, where
the ufual modes of refufcitation being
practifed, he was recovered. This
incident bound Mr. Wilmot f{till
more to his black friend, whofe
genuine worth, uncultivated by -
education, difplayed itlelf in a thou-
fand little circumf{tances.

The captain of the veffel in which
they had embarked, by being a
ftriét difciplinarian, incurred the dif-
like of his men, who refolved to
mutiny againft him, and carry the
vefiel into fome foreign port. Secretly

o as
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as this intention was plotted, Suf-
quenah gathered a few hints of it;
and with them he refolved to be
~upon the watch.. It was the deter-
mination of the mutineers to murder
the captain, and put Mr. Wilmot
on fhore at the firft port they came
to, then carry the veffel into a par--
ticular port, f{ell her and her cargo,
divide the fpoil, and afterwards feck
for themfelves. - The hour agreed
upon for them to rife was the fecond
watch, or twelve o'clock ‘at night.:
Sufquenah’s hammock was d{lung
near that of the boat{wain; a bold
fellow, and the principal leader of"
the mutiny. At the hour appointed,
his whiftle was to be the fignal for a
general rife ; this Sufquenah under-
~ ftood, and a linle before the time,

: : __ "' he
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he foftly crept from his mattrefs:and
repaired to the cabin of his mafter,
telling him, as well as his very im=<
perfett Englifh would allow, the plot
meditated againft him. Mr. Wilmot
immediately arofe and went to the
captain ; they alfo awakened the.
mate, who was not admitted among
the party of the mutineers ; the ex-
treme filence and caution with which
they conduéted themfelves, ' took
from the people any fufpicion. The
captain, Mr. Wilmot, the mate, and
Sufquenah, waited the eventin the
great cabin. The three former loaded
their fire-arms, while the latter de-
clined' ufing-any weapon befide his
tomahawk and hatchet. At length
the fignal was given, the mutineers
rufthed upom deck, ~and receiving

Lo ordevs
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orders from their leaders, proceeded
- to the cabin, where they vocifer-
oufly demanded entrance; threaten-
mg, if it were denied, to force the
door. Mr, Wilmot in vain argued
with them, demanded their grieve-
ances, and offered to redrefs them.
They infifted upon the captain’s being
given up to their refentment; faying,
after that they would make terms
with the reft: atthe fame time the
boatfwain, with an iron crow bar,
fplit the door of the cabin into a
thoufand pieces, and with the reft’
- @f the crew rufhed in ; the little band
:mmediately fired upon them ; Suf~
~ quenah alone making ufe of his
tomahawk, which did dreadful exe-~
cution. A violent eonteft enfued,
uhe little party in the cabin gained
i head
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head upon the mutineers, though
twice their number; till a blow,
levelled by the boatfwain, at Mr,
Wilmot, and which felled him to the
earth, appeared to throw the viétory
into their hands. This was a fight
Sufquenah could not witnefs tamely ;
ftraddling acrofs the body of his
mafter, he dealt his blows about with
{fuch fury, that his fingle arm alone
laid five of the mutineers dead ; the
reft were eafily vanquithed ; - they
were foon put in irons, and peace
was reftored But as it was impoffible
to navigate the vefiel with only four
hands to Europe, the captain thought
1t advifable to run herinto the neareft
port. | - | |
Mean time the blow which Mr.
Wilmot had received, had brought

: M on
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on fo dangerous a complaint in his
head, that furgical advice beecame
neceflary. - Sufquenah’s attention to
his mafter, was now redoubled ; n ight
or day he mnever quitted him, ad-
miniftered to all his.wants, and was
at once his furgeon, friend, and
nutfe. ‘I know of herbs in my own
country,” faid the faithful fellow,
¢ that would foon reftore thee. Oh!
that I could get them, they would
foon make my dear maffa well;” but
as withing wasnow all poor Sufquenah
could do, Mr. Wilmot could not re-
ceive benefit from them. At length
they reached one-of the Bermuda
Iflands, where they not only landed
the mutineers, but the fick. Suf-
quenal’s firft care dfter feeing his
~ mafter properly accommodated, was
-- . to
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to fearch for thofe fimples in which
he had fuch faith: he was fartunate
enough to meet with them, and
after much labour prepared them af-
ter the fathion of his own country ;
but as his mafter was now under the
hands of a furgeon, he found fome
difficulty in prevailing on him to
take them. Mr. Wilmot however
got worfe, and Sufquenah almoft
mad at the danger in which his be-
loved mafter feemcd “with the hw'h-
eft confidence in the fimples he had
prepared, on his knees befought
him to try them. Overceme by the
proofs he had received of the poor
fellow’s affeCtion and gratitude, and -
thinking his diforder of fuch a na-
ture as to preclude the efﬁ,c‘aéy‘ of
any kind of medicine, he at laft

| M 2 confented
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confented to try the poor fellow’s
- remedy: anxioufly did Sufquenah
watch its efieét, but what words can
convey an icdea of his feelings when
he faw his recovery was no longer
doubtful: he dauced, he fung, and
by a thoufand extravagancies ma-
nifefted his delight: ‘¢ Me heal my
mafia,” faid he, ‘‘me cure him, he
faved my life, he took the chains
from off my arms, and gave me
freedom and liberty to ferve him, I
now fave him, oh! happy, happy
Sufquenah ! f{erve and fave fo good a
maiter, me die very happy, me die
plealed now me fave him.” Such
were the affectionate fellow’s foli-
loguies, and fuch was the power of.
gratitude in a favage breaft.

From this time Sufquenah became
% the
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" the friend of Mr. Wilmot; returned
to England, he introdueed him to
his friends, as the faver of his life:
he confiantly refided with him, and
m him he found a flteady and faith-
ful friend; but unfortunately Suf>
quenah, afterabout a year’s refidence
m England, fell a facrifice to the -
finall pox, and died fincerely lamented
by his proteétor. ““Such, Frank,” faid
AMr. Danvers, ‘¢ wha had recited this
ftory to his fon, is the hiftory of the
piture you fee hanging in Mr. Wil-
mot’s drawing room.- Sufguenah’s
likenefs i1s admirably preferved, and
the fcene and aélion are taken as you
fee from that part of the mutiny,
where the American, ftriding acrofs -
the body of Mr. Wilmot, is faving
it from the farther infult of the

' M 3 S W
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crew : how many people have I heard
declare, that negroes and favages
were divefted of every kind of feel-
ing, and were loft to every tie of
gratitude: ' this ftory fully contra-
di€ts the charge. Inthefirftinftance,
native benevolence and hofpitality
fhone forth; 1a the latter ones, the
moft fublime gratitude and affection:
never then, my fon, give mto the po-
pular error, that man becaufe he 1s
of another eolour is divefted of feel=
ing. God Almighty in his creation
of them did not forget the heart;
‘without the advantages of education
they manifeft the fineft and warmeft
feelings. As violent in refentment as
- an gratitude, they are objeéts of ter-
ror; but the European méy thank
himfelf for the pangs the Indian in=
| flicts

ey
2. SR :
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flicts upon him, when the chance cf -
war has thrown him into his power:
the example of cruelty came from
us ; our infatiable love of gain, our
anxiety to grafp all, to have every
thing in our power, to rob them
that we might enrich curfelves, for-
ced them to revenge: let us not
then tyrannize over thofe whom the
hand of misfortune has given to our
power, but recollef that a negro is
endowed with a foul, and feelings
fimilar to ours, thatour livesare of no
more value in the eye of the Almighty
than his, and thatif educationand the
etvilization of European nations have
taught us better, we are to profit by
the benefit they give; where much is
given much is required; we fhould
be careful to aét by mean as we would -
' ' wilh
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wifth man toa& by us: for as in the
cafe of Mr. Wilmot, we know not
the neceffity we may have for their
fervices, or the benefit we may reap
from. a kind treatment of them. ITam
‘convinced the heart of Mr. Wilmotwas
never more feverely pained than when
he clofed the eyes of Sufquenah, and I
daretake upon me to anfwer that the
pangs of death to the latter, were
{oftened by the prefence and care of
his mafter. It is good then you fee
even to make a friend in your fer-
vant. Kind treatmentand confidera-
tion for them will do this, for bad in-
deed muft be that heart that is proof”
againft either.” |

. Frank Danversfrom the moement he
had feen My. Wilmot, had felt a pre-

~dile@ionin lnsfavour, which this ftory
- Ty : ~ increafed
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increafed. His father foon after quit-
ted the metropolis,and at the requefi of
hisfon had particularly recommended
him to his notice: a recommendation -
fo agreeable to both parties that all
Frank’s leifure hours were fpent with
his new friend, who finding in hin
traits of real excellence and good-
nefs, became fo much and fincerely
attached to him, as to adopt him as
his heir, and to leave him the bulk
of his fortune at his death. o iy

The {yftemi Mr. and Mrs. Danvers
purfued in their plan of education
for their children, had the happieft
effeét: early inftruéted to feel for the
calamities of others, they learned to
know there was no fituation in life,
exempt from misfortune, and that
however high our ftation, however

aggrandized
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aggrandized by riches and power,
we were ftill open to the attacks of
ficknefs and ca]amity, which might
affail us in a wvariety of fhapes, and
‘reduce all our towering profpetts into
ruin. *‘ Religion,” my dear'children,
“faid their mother, “‘is the beft and
fureft defence againft the advances
of adverfity; ‘it mfplres us with for-
titude to {uftain, and patience to
bear her attacks; it teaches us that
there is a hope beyond the earth, a
refting place for thofe that do well,

that is proof againft every ftorm, it
inftruéls us to l;qq_k forward with con-
fidence to that happy haven of eter-
nal peace, which is above the reach
of human forrows, where our difap-
pointments are forgotten and our
: panes areended ; early then, my dears,

accuﬁom,



MR. WILMOT. 1%

accuftom yourfelves to place confi-
dence in God, be affured he never
forfakes thofe who rely upon him,
and f{incerely afk his proteétion, and .
if in your different paflages through
this -life, misfortune fhould cruth
your faireft views, remember that
God feeth not as man feeth, and
that he chaftens thofe he loves.”
Such was the advice of Mrs. Danvers
to her children, who brought up in
the paths of duty and obedience
both to the Almighty and their pa-
rents, exemplified by their lives that
virtue and goodnefs are the only fure
roads to the haven of happinefs.
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