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A NARRATIVE

OQF THE CAPTIVITY AND SUFFERINGS OF

ISAAC ENICET v

FROM INDIAN BARBARITY.

2

Giving an aceount of the cruel treatment he received from
the Savages while afflicted with the smali pox: His
~ escape and joyful return after enduring the
hardshipsof an Indian Prisoner, during

Two Years and Six Months.

B e ———— e g

COMMUNICATED BY HIMSELF,
And at his reciuest written by

HIRAM A HUNTER.

EVANSVILLE:
s, PRINTED AT THE JOVRNAL GFFica,

1829
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TOTHE READER.

In presenting this fittle Narrative to the Public. the Au-
thor has nothing to offer in apology, except thatit is at the
— request of many old acquaintances, who have heard his tale
of wo, some of whom were distant witnessess of the horrid
conduct which bore him from the bosom of his father’s fam-
ily; who also have expressed a sclicitude that those who en-
joy the privileges and advantages of the Western country,
may know how they lived, who preceded them, in the set-
tiement of this highly favored and enlightened land,and be
induced thereby to place an estimate on the fruits of their
liberties, somewhat becoming their unspeakable value.
Many are yet living who heard the report of the guns
which killed one of the company, when the subject of this
litt’e Narrative was taken captive, and who also heard tne
cryv, “Don’t kill me, don’t kill me!” from another little boy
u .o the barbarous wretches left dead on the ground.
Indeed, if all slumbered in death, who had knowledge of
the {ucts herein related, the character of Isaac Kxien,
n« a man of the strictest veracity, will warrant the publie
in crediting the truth of his history; and as far as he is

known, we feel assured that nothing more will be required
to recommend if, '
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A NARRATIVE OF TIIE

CAPTIVITY AND SUFFERINGS OF

ISAAQC KNIGRET,

Isaae Knigar, the subject of the following Narrative,
was born in what was then called Washington county, in
Pennsyivania; the record of his age being lost, the exuet
time of his birth cannot be ascertained,

‘His father’s name was John Kuaight, who married Ann
Rolison, by whom he had seven souns, of whom Isaac was
the eldest. &

When the subject of this Narrative was a child, his fath.
er removed, bv water, in company with his father-in-law,
Mr. Lawrence Rolison, and Norod I'ranceway, who had
married in the same family., ‘These afl settled at or near
the place, now known by the name of Vienna, on Green
River, about eighty miles above its mouth, where, with much
difficulty, they lived some years, grinding their corn on
hand-nills, or pounding it in @ mortar: and alone time such
was the difficulty with which bread stuff was had, that
Isaac’s father, bought corn at (he tmouth of Gieen River, at
one dollar and twenty-five cents per bushel, and conveyed
it to his family in a perogue or canoce, ludeed, the difficul-
ties under which the first settlers of that part of Keatucky
labored, were alinost insupportable,

The corn purchased as above stated, sustained the famis«
ly while they cultivated the soil to make _more. Their
strength being small, their crops were not large, and the
wild beasts of the forest, together with the vermine, weli
nigh destroyed all the production of the first year’s labor.—
This placed them 11 as destitute a siluation as ever; for ows
ing to the scarceness of (heir crops, they were reduced to

1#-'



6

the necessity of relyinz on their success in hunting, for
their sustainance; and that without bread for some cight
months. In the mean time, Indians were {requently seen
more inwent in their chase after the white man, than thie lat-
ter alter his game.

- For the secuarity of the whites and their families, they
were impelled to build and resort to forts in as large bodies
as their thinly settled population would permit. Uniting
their energies, they labored by turn in each man’s field, one
or more, as necessity required, standinZ as sentinel.

During the season in which cora was makiog, they re-
mained it their forts; but returned to their lonesome and

angerous retreats for the remainder of the year.

Seldom would am,lhm" short of abundant sign of Indian
hostilities, drive them in (ke spring of the year, from their
homely huts. It 15, however, perfectly within the recollec-
tion of the Author of this Narrative, that, when a boy, he
heard the report of a gun, which killed dead, oue of the fi-
mest men in the settlement, and one, ton, who lived within a
few steps of his father’s door. DMy, Downs, who was thus
shot by the Indians, left a wife and seven children to lament
his untimely death. Ke was most cruelly used by the sav-
age butchers, and left scalped on the ground. ’

About this time the country about the Red Banks.on thes .
Ohio river, now known as Ilenderson, in Henderson coun-
tv, Kentucky, began to be spoken of as a most desiiable
sectlion, and la"l’l(. father, with the rest of the connexion,
moved to that place, where they found a few families resi-
ding. DBut one house was yet erected— the rest of the fam-
ilies lived in camps. In removing to this pldee, their prop-
erty being conveyed by water, except the stock, Isaac,then
a boy about nine or ten years of age, assisted In driving
them,

Oue circumstance franspired on this route, which much
diverted the little drover, and therefore, for the amusement
of little readers, should any be dl::DObl:d to peruse this his-
tory, he desires to relate it allhouﬂh it resembles somewnat
some of Davy CrocketUs «-'al\e(. and ridered stories. Bears,
buffaloes, (Jeer, and almost all wild game, were plenty;and
the cogs scouting about started a huge bear, which ran al-
most into the midst of little lsaac’s dmvc, and not more than
twenty or thirly steps from him started to climb a tree,
when a sprightly little dog, belonging to some of the coni-
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pany, siezed him by the ham, and cither he was so light or
the bear so strong, that he ascended the trec to the distance of
some twenty or thirty feet, with the httle dog holding to
him. When he loosed his hold the reader would of course
expect him to fall and be killed, or very much injured; but
to the pleasing surprise of the anxious speclators, whe ‘1 he
struck the ground he was heard to grunt, “*ak, hak!” sprang
to his feet and ran off.

During this route, also another circumrstance, a little di-
vering, “attracted lh(, attention of and very mucii pleased
the drover. Oa discovering a gang of buffiloes, one of the
company shot. down one, which prrwed to be a cow, that
had following her a fine young calf, which was kept and
driven with little Isaac’s charge. A Dutchman by the
name of Adam llay, being in company, had no little fond-

" ness for playing with it; and wuu.d lacqm ntly, when the

caltle were halte.d get on his hands and koees, as if in a
posture for battle, rmni.ming his head towards the calf, as
another would doto butt 1t. The lLittle calf of the forest
became at length enraged, and before the Dutchman was
aware, the calt grunted, gave s tale a twist, and'throwing
its head at the Dui(_hmau s, to his great mortification, and
the sport of the company, butted him over. As soon as he
ceuld collect himself, he arose, and pronouncing a Satanie
benediction upon the little thing, calmly bl(‘pl)bd aside, and
let it alone.

‘I'his same Datchman, however, afierwards, being fond of
hunting, followed a gang of buffuloes the greater vart of a
day arid vear night had the good fortune to kill one. Find-
ing himself too far from home to aain it before dark, and
lhe night threatniog to be immens f,ly cold, he al\mncd his
buﬁ'llo, kindled a ﬁlf‘, and wrapped |1|'nmll' in the hide,
with the hair next to him, and laid down to sleep. In the
morning he awoke, and found the green hide frozen stiff

avound him. His struggles, aided by the heat of the sun,
enabled him, however, to exiricate himself about 10 o’clock,
and return to his eamp the next dav.

They at length arrived all in safety, at the Red Banks,
where even greater difliculties were undergone by settlers,
than had been endured by them at Vienna. Ilere,too,asat
the former place, they cultivated the soil in safety, only by
means of seatinels. Bat these only secured them from the

attacks of Red men. Greater fears were excited among
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the quiet seltlers, by the inhuman conduct of some white
men, Kuyrkendall, Ayers, Ashley, Howard, Cane, and the
Masons, who seemed to delight more in bloodshed and mur-
der than in any thing else. With such nien as these, they
were hairassed for some years,and no man’s life was consid-
ered secure, who wasso unfortunate as to incur their dis=
pleasure. A gentleman by the name of Smith came [rom
Louisville with a small store. DMason, who wasin the hab-
it of trading with him, called one eveninz, and piicing a
number of at'llcle- ob]et,led to them, and abused Smith un-
til he became enraged, and attempted to dirk bhin. His
blow was warded off by Mason’s ihrowi ing up his arm, which
receivea the dirk. Mason now giving the alarm, his com-
rades were all soon there, and Smith oblized to make his
escape the best way he could, leaving his store door open,
and his goods exposed. He was clozely pursued, but suc-
ceeded in getting to a flat boat, which laid at the landing,
sunk in the water to the roof. In this he concealed hims elf
with nothing but his head out of water, vatil early next
morning, w hen, to his agreeable sm[m e, he -snw a keel
boat about to land near him. On raising his head, he re-
cognized an officer of his acquaintance, commanding a
company of soldiers. The officer kuew him, and exclaim-
ed with an oath, “Smith, what are you doing there?”—
Smith related to him the circumstance, and Mason with his
van standing on the bauk, made it dangerous for Smith to
stir. T'he officer ordered his men to arms, and bade Smith
come aboard of his boat, promising to riddle every man that
attempted to fire at him. With the assistance of this offi-
cer and his soldiers, Smith succeeded in getting his goods,
&ec.. on board the boat, and returned to Louisville.

About this time the small pox prevailed at the Red Banks,
and little Isnac was vaccinated with it. [le was, however,
still under the necessity of giving more or less attention to
his father’s cattle, in cutting caue, providing food for them,
&e.. Accoxdingly, in company with ohers, he went fre-
quently across the Ohio river in a canoe to cut cane. In
one of those routes, accompanied by Peter Sorinkle, and
George, his brother, John Upp, and Jacob, his brother, hav-~
ing arrived on the bank oppisite to Headerson, (as boysare
naturally inclined to do) they commeneced their sport, run-
aing and jumpicg along thte bank, all alike igdorant of their
davger, untl from behind a blind, which was made of caae,
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eut and stuck in the ground, for the purpose of concealment,
eight Indians, six of whom were found to be Pottawatomies,
and two Kicapoos, came rushing upon them. In confusion
and astonishment the boys all attempted to escape. The

eldest, Peter Sprinkle, a young man ofabout 17 or 18 years

of age, ran nearly to the river, and was shot downj threo
~ guns being fired at himat once. Little Jacob Upp, a small
~ bov of about seven years of age, finding escape impossible,
' stood still and heg;{ed for his. life. crying “Don’t kill me,
don’t kill me;” but it was to no pmpn»e-—-tho eruel savages
buried the tomahawk in his skull, and put an end 'o his cries
and his existence.

George Springle and John Upp, the former a little larger
and the latter a little smaller than Isaac, were taken almost
on the spol where the lndians were discovered. < When the
Auther of this Narrative first saw the Indians, he ran, with-
out saying 4 word; and oa hearing the report of lhn guns
that killed Peter Sprinkle, he looked back, and seeing one’
Indian in parsuit of him, he continued his race, untif, in a
short time, he felt a blow upon each shoulders which he af-
terwards found came from two Indians, iastead of one, that
had pursued him. 'T'hese blows stunned him so that he fell,
and in failing he lost his hat. Iie had no sooner touched
the ground than hla savage pursuers had each hold of an
arm, lifting him up. Even in this predicament he attempted
twice to reach lur his hat, but failed to get it. lie after-
wards learned from one of the Indians who took him, thatif
he had made a third attempt to get his hat, he would have
kitled him. 'These led the affrighted [saac to the rest of the
company, and, as he thought, to the place of execution;but
to his surprise, when he came there, he found his %sncmtes,
George Sprinkle and John Upp, in the custody of the sav-
age Red men, yet alive.

[lere, in full view of the Red Banks, the savages, hold-
ing up the yet warm scalps of Peter Sprinkle and Jacob
Upp, raised the war whoopy and started with their young

- prisoners; holding fast to Isaae’s hand, as they compelled

bim torun after them. Such was their fearfulness that he

- would yet escape, that inswimming the bayou, a short dis-

tance from the river, one still hel(l him by the hand. Oan
reaching the camp where those savages had lian the pre~
ceeding night, they put mocasias on the boys, and compell-
ed them to l’nllow them or keep up with them, running all
day and travelling all night,
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In the evening of the first day, one of the boys, John
Upp, became so >much exhauvsted that he could rup no lon-
ger, The Indians, with a view to compell him forward,
threatened him with their tomahawks; bul finding that he'
could not go, two of them assisted him.

The mornirg of the second day, they came upon three
bears, which the Indians had killed, and in great haste took
each a small portion along with him, until they crcssed the
Pattoka river, and en the bank lhcy stopped for the first
time to cook and eat.

‘Fne boys by this time, were much fatigued, and well nizh
worn out by means of constantand hard traveliing. I\olh.
ing worthy of note transptred until the evenmg of the third
day, when, after making a small fire of sticks, they predu-
ced the scalps of the murdered bovs, and after culling the
meat out of one of them, careflully put it on sticks before
the fire, and cooked it; then, in the presence of the boys,ate
it, shaking the remaining scalp at them. This they did,
not because they were hunrrn, but each, that he might
thereby sav, “l have killed a white man, and eat him.” —
And thus lhev acquired no littie repumuon as warriors.—
The remaining scalps they then stretched on hoops, made
for that purpose.

That night they danced the war-dance, and made their
young prisoners walk round with them, and would have had
them dance, hnd they not been too much exhaustod. This
was afterwards their regular employment every other night:

In their route they attempted to cross a stream in a small
canoe, which was not more than large enough to carry two
men in it; however, one of the Indians conveyed the boys
across the creek, and, on striking the opposite bank, George
Sprinkle being a little fearful, and knowing that he could
not swim, leaped from the canoe to the bank—on doing
which the Indian gave him a blow with his paddle, across
the back, which injured him so seriouly that it ‘was with
difficulty he ascended the banlkk.

The reader will remember that Isaze was vaccinated,
with the smali pox. ‘T'his was done just the day before he
was taken by these eruel savages, on the Sth dav of April,
1793, according to his best I‘CC()“&.CIIOD' and in something
like a week he therefore becanie very sick with that dis-

ease; but was ncvertheless impelled to travel every day,
even whea scarcely able to hold up his head, or belp him-
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gelf in the smallest. The knowledge which his friends at
home had of the fact that, if alive, he would be thus af-
flicted, augmented their uneasiness and anxiety about him.
Their fears could but be great that the cruel wretches
would kill him; and it sot, both he and they expected he
would die of the small pox, exposed as he was in an Indian
camp. Their manner of crussing ponds, creeks and rivers
was, to wade or swiym; and, sick as Jsaac was, such was toe
manner in which he was compelled to pass them. Afler
the disease ahove named, had appeared on him, he wasun-
der the necessily of swimming a small river, which was
the means of driving it in, so as to render him very sick.
Then, for the first tune, the savages discovered some hu-
manity, and alter kindhog a fire, with a view to encamp for
the night,they placed lsanc vear the fire, wrapped in two
blankets, in which situation he spent the night.  lo the
maorning the pox uppeared acain and he was some better,
but stiil unable to (ravel. Nevertheless it was his tate to
go;and he endeavored todoso, unul, farnt and sick, he fell
to the ground. Lis Iudian drvers, hewever, soon raised
him, and compelled him o ago forward,

Faugued with (ravetling and afflicted with fever, he sufs
fered much for water, which they frequentiv refused him.
Wkea io crossing water he would 1ift up some in his hand
and put 1t to his mouih, they would push Lim down in the
water. At night, cncamping neara small branch, he asked
leave 1o go for water; they granted it—=but an Indaua (ol
lowcd hup to the bank, and then kicked him down a steep,
where he fell among he racks, and wus por a hittle hurt by
tbe fall. At another time, passing a small branch, he asked
permission to drink, which was granted; but as he put his
mouth to the water, an ludian, with his foot, erushed lis
mouth iato the sand.  With this most brutal treatment, and
swelled ull shapeless, with sores which were constantly
separating ; and not unfrequently, especially of a morning,
discharging blaeod, he was forced 10 march,

Provisions growing scarce, they spent one day in hunt-
ing. la the alternoovn, having killed two deers, they stop-
ped to cock; Isane being in the way of one of the Kicka-
poos, hé took the liberty to Lick him down a descending
ground, some twelve o1 filteen feet. This kicking was no
pleasant thing to Isaae; and here he found in one of theo
kadians, a friend, who claimed him as his, and was much
cliended at the conduct of the other.
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In a few days they passed the IKickapoo towns, where the
iwo Indians of that notien left the company, for home, and
the prisoners saw them no more so as to recognize them.—
T'hey soon arrived at another town of some note, on the li-
linois river.

As they entered the town, on the 15th day after they were
taken, it being the 23rd day of the month, on passing a few
wigwams, some of the warriors gavea s:nnal which brought
out several squaws, who reliev ed them all of their packs

Af this place the prispners were conducted into the pres-
ence of, and exposed to the view of a vast crowd of Indi-
ans, many of whom came up with apparent friendship, and
gave them a hearty shake of the hand.

Among those who came to them were two Frenchmen,
who were merchants, and traders amongst them, one of
whom was very much marked with the same disease of
which Isaac had sufiered; and on shaking hands with him,
asked, “What is the matter??’ Finding he could talk En-
glish, Isaac told hlrn“:t was nothing Dbut being in the wet
and cold so much.” He replied, “ft will be well if you
find it s0.” Isaac did not wish to let him know what was
the matter with him, as he feared that the knowledge of it
among the Indians would be the means of his losing his life.

From this place they were conducted across the river to
a wigwam, where something was provided for them to eat,
which very much pleased their palates, as it somewhat re-
sembled small lmlnm\, and they had seen a squaw puta
handful or two of sugar in it, aller striking a dog over the
head and driving him out of the w fgwam with the ladle wuh
which she stirred the mess.

As the evening came on, the Indians began to collect,
and as the other two boys had been painted and trimmed by
the Indians, previous to their arrival in town, and Isaac was
not, (though none of them could aceount for it) it was the
opiuion both of him and them that it was their intenticn to
burn him; however, when they were all collected, the young
prisoners were crdered out, and the lIndians; in one vast
body, around a small fire,danced a war dance, the prison.
ers and the warrtors that tock them being next to the fire,
and opposite to, or facing them as they danced round, were
two squaws, bearing on canes from the Ohio Bnttoms, the
scalps of the little boy and the young man who had been
killed, when the other boys were taken,
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Next morning, as Isaac thought, almost all the Indians in
the world collected on the opposite bank of the river, for a
ball play, where they spent the greater part of the day in
thatexercise, both men and women sharing its pleasures;
the sexes engaging apart from each other, and seeming to
delight greatly in the employment.

In the evening, a company of some two or three hundred
elderly Indians came marching down to the wigwam where
the prisoners were kept, bearing two large kettles of homi-
ny, beating their drunis, rattling the deei’s hoofs, and ma-
king music of different kinds. 'I'hey marcked several times
around the hut, and then with great apparent solemnity,
placed the kettles on a handsome green,and when they were
all seated around themn, two men waiting on the rest divi.
ded the contents of the kettles, putting a small portion in
every man’s bowl, (for they all had-bowls, and, as was their
custom, ladles.) A prophet then, as was supposed, repeated
as he sat, a lengthy ceremony; after which they enjoyed
their repast in good order, and dispersed.

The next day the boys were permitted to walk round and
visit the different huts in the villiage, where they were re-
ceived with kindness and well treated by the squaws who
kept them. Oune of them seemed to pity [saac’s situation,
and in expression of her kindness, combed his hair, and,
finding some sores on his head, annointed them, and was thus
the means of restoring him to health sooner than he would
probably have been restored. By this time his health was
somewhat improved, though he was yet quite unwell. His
resting however, another day in the village was of great ad-
vantage to him. |

On the morning of the fourth day lIsaac was presented
with his mocasins by a squaw, who also gave them some-
thing to eat. Soon afterwards an Indian of the company
that had taken the boys came in and beckoned to lsaac to
follow him, and without a thooght that he and his assuciates
were now to be separated until they should meet at home,
he followed his gnide that whole day, up the Illinois river,
wading many small swift-running streams, which, as [saac
expressed himself, washed off many a scab. By this Iedian
he was piloted to a wigwam where lived, as he afterwards
found, the mother of the two warriors that had taken him,
ana who were detained at the village by sickness, of which
one of them died, KHere, being delivered to this old mether

2
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and scated by her, she immediately gave him a new blan-

ket, and provided him something to eat. This day’s travel-
had again freshened Isaac’s sores, and so fatigued him that

although he was wrapped in a new blanlset, and kindly

trefued ke had no rest, but felt in the morning almost as

bad as t"ormerl\ :

This morning Isaac’s guide gave him to understand that
he must start again; but fcelirsg unable to travel, and hav-
ing learned by this time the Indian term for szck, lsaac
made all the excuses he could think of, and at last pointing
to his mocasins, which weire worn full of holes, he told him
his “‘mocasins were sick,” and the Indian turned away from
him and ieft him.

The squaw then, in whose care Isaac was left, with a
view to cure him, made preparation for it,and with a sharp
flint scarafied le, end rubbed the sores with a piece of
rough bark, to make them bleed; then cauvsed him to- jump
in lhe I:lll]Oia river. 1his was ’1“ done through Kinduoess,
although it was harsh treatment.

From this piace Isaac, together with many Indians, start~
ed up the river, to an Indmu town, situated upon a smalil
Island, in a lake through which 1he Illinois river passes,
now called Iilinois lake; This placethey cained in five days,
nothing very m':poriuut transpiring on lhe route. It was
Isaac’s fate, however, according to the direction of the-
squaw to whose care he was committed, to jump in the.
river every morning.

When they arrived at thisisland, the Indians began scon
to make p I'CPuI'u“OﬁS for a crop, and Ilsaac was sent, in
company wilh two squaws, (who tcck along with them
skins to smoke.) to pick up and burn corn stalks: these
squaws setl lsaac to work in the staiks, and shewd him |
what to do and how to do it; but he pretended not to under-
stand them; and after gathering an armful cof staiks, teok
them aud laid them down by one of the squaws, as |I he
supposed they intended, with them, to smoke the skins.—
This excited their laughter, but was not suflicient to relieve
him; for they sev him at itz qgam, and made him do it.—
Here, for the first time, Isaac discovered that his eye sight
was injured by means of the small pox; for, when they
started across the lake to the coin field, he could not see}
across it, but was surprised to gain the shore in o sbg\rt a
time,
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Returning that evening to the town oa the island, Isaae
was permitted torest some days, by means of which his
health graduvally improved, and as he gained strength his
eve sizght was restored, until he could see mountains, trees,
huts, horses, men, and even dogs, at a distance.

On this island a few Iondians, supposing to have some
sport with Isaac, caught two horses, and putting Isaac on
one somewhat wild, had an Indian to ride the other, with a
long pole or switch in his hand, to whip [saac’s horse, and
perhaps to whip him, if he did not ride well; but he hap~
pened not to be brought up in the woods for nothing—sus-
pecting what they were aflter, as he stepped to the horse he
‘secured a little switch, and when they gave him the signal
to start, he laid whip, and the Indian after him; but lsaac
and his poney were smart enough to keep so far ahead of
him that he never rcached either of them; and thelaugh ali
turned on the Indian, who came so far short of effecting .
his purpose. _ | i

Soon after this time the small pox made 1ts appearance
among the Indians on this island, and the kind old squaw
who had given so much attention to Isaac, and thereby en-
deared herself to him, was one of the first subjects and
victims of that destructive disease. He had for a long
time feared ihat if this disease broke out among them, they
would kill him, as he had been the means of bringing it
among them; and although he sometimes hoped that some
of the most cruel and barbarous of them would die with it;
yet he more frequently desired they might all escape it, as
he feared the consequences. Their manuer of treating the
disea-e proved fatal ic many instances: They invariably
at fir=r, in that,as in other cases of complaint, took a se-
verc sweat and then jumped into the river; and so termina-
ted the existence of many. The death of this humane and
motherly old squaw gave the Author of this Narrative
most unpleasant feelings, and was the cause of much dis.
tressing exercise of mind. Ile had found in her a true
and tender friend, and one who was willing to do for him
all she ¢ uld; but when he saw her taken from him, he
found himself far from home,—without a [riend,— among
-strangers,—iu the midst of foes, and surrounded with sick-
ness, producing death inevery direction. His spirits sunk,
and ali hope was well nizh gone. No cheering thought
checked his distress—no gleam of hope could hght
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up his countenance, or buoy up his disconsolate spirit, —

Clouds, gloom, and the prospect of death, in its most hor-

rid form, for a considerable time encompassed the woe~
worn miod of the lonesome little prisoner. No handsome
grove, green upon this island, inviting the sufferer to con-
lemplalwe retirement, nor even wood tc warm the cold or
cook for the hungry. All the wood osed on this island was
brought across the lake in canoes, and here had been point-
ed out to Isaac the spot where two prisoners had been bu-
ried. It was a part of his employment, with others, to
bring wood across the lake in this way, and sometimes to
do.it alone. Here, in the far distant woods, his cheeks were
frequently bathed in tears, while he gathered wood, which,
for ought he knew, was to consume his own frail bocy, as
a punishment for that for which he could feel no guilt.

The death and burial of the squaw, whom lsaac recog-
nized almost as a mother, were extremely solemn and im-
pressive. Appearing sensible of her approaching dissolu~
tion, she gave Isaacto her daughter, who lived along with
her, She was buried afier their manner, with great so-
lemnity; and many of the Indians painted themselves black
and mourned for her ten days, fasting every day until eve-
ning; but all this was not expressive of Isaac’s grief for the
death of her whohad nursed him with so much tenderness,
and friendless now left alone, he found no one to whom he
could unbosom his sorrows. 'Tears flowed in torrents, but
were insufficient to quell his grief. Though he afterwards
witnessed the death of his own dear mother, his feelings
were nothing to compare with those which harrowed.up his
mind at the death of her who had given birth to the men
who dragged him from the banks of the proud running
stream where he had left his home.

A number of Indians died of the disease on the island
before they left it. Necessity seemed to compel them to
feave the i1sland, and, supposing that a change ol situation
would improve their health, they started, moving a short
distance at a time,and spending but little time at any one
place. They had moved, however, but seldom, until the
squaw in whose care Isaac had been left, followed her mo-
ther, by means of the same disease. [ndeed, they lost
some atevery place where they stopped. 'T'his squaw feft
a young child, some twelve months oid, which it fell to
Isaac’s lot to nurse, and besides the attention which he was

-
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compelled to give that infant, it devolved on him (o nurse
the sick, help to bury the dead, and frequently to do all
alone. Worn down with fatigue, by means of his arduous
labor, he devised means to be relieved of the burden of the
child. Accordingly,as he carried it on his back, wrapped
in a blanket, in Indian style, he drew the blanket tight
around it, and so put an end to its cries, removed his cwn
buiden, and terminated its life.

Isaac’s time, however was taken up in attending on the
sick ané burying the dead. One night, in cempany with
an Indian who assisted him in this service, after one of
their patients died, the Indian laid down to sleep, (for they
were both much faligued,) and left Isaac to watch with the
other until he died. Glad of an opportunity to sleep, Isaac
laid oGt the last mentioned patient, and then izid down to
rest between the other dead one and his assistan{,—here
he spent the balance of the night pleasantly, until he was
called to aitend a squaw thatdied the next morning. To
bury these three Indians was Isaac’s business the next day.

Afier the death ofan Indian of some note, in these woods,
whom they buried in as much splendor as their circum-
stances woulc permit, his squaw and four children, the eld-
est of whom was large enovgh to support the family by
hunlmo,leﬂ the rest of the Indians, and moved down the
Illinois river in a conoe.

Isaac’s fears being great lest he should yet be killed for
bringing the small pox among them, he was halting wheth-
er to tell or not that he brought it, when he heard two
squaws conversing on the subject, and learned from their-
conversation, that the Indians were of opinion that they, in
and by means of goods sold them by the French, had taken
the disease. 'I'his so relieved his mind that he told them
nothing about it.

Some weeks afterwards the rest of the Indians turned
their course down the river, also taking Isaac along with
them: Sitili some of them were sick and dying all the
time. After passing the island in the lake where the dis-
ease first appeared amongst them, they descended theriver
for some distance; but how far and how long time, is not
within the recollection of the Author. /

As they descended the river in their canoes, they fouad
the three smallest sons of the squaw last meationed, lying
in their little bark, well nigh exhausted with hunger, and

2*



- g 1 8

strugeling to ascend the river, in hopes to meet them and find
somelhing on which to sustain themselves. On their meet-

o, the Author states that all the distress he ever witnessed
never equaled what was'manifested on that ocecasion. The
shrieks and cries of men, women and chitdren surpassed
all he had ever seen or heard. From the eldest of these
boys they learned that they, with their mother and brother
had gone some distance down the river, and that both the
mother and eldest brother had died there, and leaving them
alone, they had attempted to wade and tow their canoe up
the river in pursuit of help. They had then been, as they
said, seven days without any thing to eat; while they had
been lying in that place, they had pulled up all the grass
they could reach, and, chewing it, sucked the juice of it,
which had kept them alive untii that time. This being in
the after part of the day, they went a little farther down
the river and encamped. A heavystorm*was approaching,
and all hands were hurried to prepare a shelter for these
poor little skeletons, for such they were. The storm, how-
ever, came so speedily that the tent was not e"mre!y fixed
before the wind commenced to blow and the rain to pour
down upon them. [t was Isaac’s fate, poor fellow, to hold
it down on one side until the sterm would abate, while a
heavy chunk held down the other.

After descending the river a short distance farther, they
encamned for several days; during which time, two squaws
went down to the camp where the mother and brother of the
boys were found dead; and, burying them, they returned,
bringing with them some of the property which the boys
had not brought.

A short time now elapsed until they started again up the
river, passed the town on the island before mentioned and
Isaac, having been committed, by some means, to the care
of 'mr)lhel squaw, travelled up this river in the same canoe
with her, and, passing the place where her husband had
been buried, she steered the canoe to shore, and, taking
out some venison in a bowl, had Isaac to accompany her
to thegrave. Here she kindled a small fire over the head
of the orave, into which she threw some of the venison.—
Settin: down the bowl she told Isaac to eat of it, which he
did, while she walked to some distance, and mourned with
loud and soie lamentations for near an hour; then returned
to the grave. wiped off the tears, threw some more meat in
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the fire and on the grave, and bade Isaac to start. Ascend-
ing the river still farther than before, they all encamped,
and lived with great difficulty, in as much as the crops
were very short, the corn having received no attention af-
ter it was planted, owing to the sickness that prevailed
with so much fatality. Indeed,the support of all depended
on the success of the hunters and fishermen, and much
time was spentin woving from place to place by this means.

About this time [saac began to be threatened, as he learn-
ed from the Indian boys, by anold chief, who said he had
brought the small pox among them, and while this was in

gltallon one of the Indians arrived who had taken Isaac,
and who had been left sick atthe first town, the place where
Isaac had been separated from his associates, his fellow
prisoners. This lndian [saxc met with much joy, and he
claimed him as his property.

A few Towa Indians now arrived among these Potla~
walomies, selling them goods, trading for fana &c. These
Indians were acting as agents for a merchant at Macanaw,
as i1s frequently the case

‘I'o one of those Towa Indians Isaac was sold for what
he thought would amount to about $500 00, and was de-
livered to his new master perfectly nakea. He was then
told to do so,and, mounting the horse behind the man that
bought him, rede off across what he now thinks was Spoon
river.

Isaac’s situation by this trade was much improved, and
his fearsin a great measure subsided. When he alighted
from the herse his new mother presented him with a new
blanket. i

They then travelled for some days north of the Ohio
river, to the hunting ground of the Indians who had now
purchased him. Here the “Big Buck” was killed, and a
feast prepared, to have Isaac adopted into the family. —
Some twelve or fifteen elderly lndians were invited in, and
the whole buck was dressed and put into a large kettle ‘with
his horns sticking up amidst the curling smoke, while the
heated blaze cooked the carcass. When it was well done,
and the kettle set off, one Indian serving the rest, filled each
man’s bowl, as they all sat around.

An old Prophet, being informed by Isaac’s adopted moth-
er, (at whose side he sat all the time,) what was to be his
name, “Mishawasee,” commenced and repeated a lengthy
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ceremony, somewhat resembling a solemn prayer, in which
he frequently mentioned lsaac’s new name, to all of which
the old Indians would now and then make some noise,
which seemed to sanction what he said. After this, they
ate their fill of the buck, of which the family took no part,
and, repeating another ceremony of Itke character with the
other, they all arose, and took with them in their bowls, all
ef the buck that was noteaten.

Now being made an heir, Isaac was trimmed, his hair
pulled out, as was the custom of that nation, except the
scalp, and a hole made through his nose,

in his nose they put six silver rings; his hair being long.
it was divided and platted, one half before and the other
behind; the binder part ornamented with beeds, and the
fore part filled with silver broaches.

The little prisoner began now to be nroud that he had
gotten into a better family, where he had a prospect of liv-
ing somewhat more agrecably, if he should never see his
home. |

Oan this hunting ground they spent the winter, and Isaae
was principally employed in getting wood, making fires,
cooking, &c. Towards spring they returned by the place
where lsaac was purchased, and, erossing the lilinois river
on the ice, went over the ridge dividing the waters of the
Illinois and Chicago rivers, to the Indian sugar camp, near
the latter river, and not far distant from Lake Michigan,
where a number of Indians collected, and, in the proper
season, they made a considerable quantity of sugar.

Duriog the time they were making sugar, many of the
Indians were frequently drunk— and, in their drunken
sprees, would often try to kill Isaac. On this account he
would sometimes flee to the woods, remain concealed all
day, and return at night, knowing that at night they cotuld
not distinguish him from an indian. At one time a drunken
Indian came into the wigwam in which Isaac lived, with
his knife drawn, and threatening to kill him. Another In-
dian happening to meet him at or near the door, detained
him until Isaac, raising up the mats, and crowding between
some packs of deer skins, succeeded in getting out, and
making his escape until night.

The season for making sugar being over, they moved to
the mouth of Chicago river, and commenced making ar-
rangements to go to Macanaw with their skins and furs.
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The reader will of course understand ti:at Indians, when
they travel by water, go incanoces. ‘I'hese canoes are gen-
erally made of birch bark, and, as many persons may not
understand how they are made, the Anthor has thought
proper to describe them: They sometimes make them of
several pieces, which thev sew together with long pine
roots, and then tar the seams. Those of ordinary size are
made of one picce, and in the following manner: Finding
as large a tree as they can, of which to compose it, and,
splitting the bark on one side of the tree, the length they
desire i, they tagke the bark from the tree and shape the
ends as they want them, sew them together with a whip
stick, and tar the seams so as to prevent them from leaking.
They then rib them from end to end with pine splits, about
the width of a man’s hand, and place them as close as pos-
sible to each other. They then put in knees. made of the
same materials, extending (rom side to side, and of these
compose the round of the canoe inside. They then put
whaling on each side of the edges, and, clamping i1t with
the koees and bracing it from one side to the other, they
wrap the whaling and braces with pine roots, from end to
end, and so make it perfectly safe.

Few persons are aware how safely and with what speed
these canoes will ride some of the highest waves. ln the
canoe in which Isaac sailed, with his adopted father and
family, from the mouth of the Chicago to Mackanaw,they
took not less than three thousand pouuds of deer and fur
skigs, besides all the loose property belonging to (the family,
the dogs not excepted.

As the roate: which they had to go led them near 1he
shore, they encamped every night on it, where, for the se-
curity both of the canoe and its loading, they were under
the necessity of unloading, drawing it out of the water, and
turning it upside down, made it answer the purpose of a
wigwam. They continued this route for some days, and
arrived at a small island,on which was a number of Indi-
ans, where they landed and spent the night. Between that
place and Mackinaw they landed on another small island,
inhabited by Indians, with whom Isaac was left, until his
Indian father and mother returned from Mackanaw.

On their return, Isaac was curious to know what they
had seen, and the boys were no less anxious to tell bim. —
By them, therefore, he learned that they had seen such ves-
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sels as induced him to believe they were ships; this increas-
ed hig anxiety to go therec; hence all his future conduct was
directed in a channel which he intended should impress
the Indians with a belief that he would ralher stay ‘with
theni than the white people.

Isaac’s Indian f'alhel and family now starled with him
and their fresh supply of goods to return to Chicago. No-
thing of importance tmncplrcd on the route, Sailing along
the shore of Liake Michigan they encamped every mr'ht as
Lefore, and at length arrived at the mouth of the Chlcago
river, where thev had embarked for Mackanaw. IHere,
having raised their canoe on forks, and so secured it, they
removed from place to place, principally up the river, tra-
ding with the Indians, and making a living by fishing, they
steered their course for the old hummc urpund on the 1lli-
nois river. The fatigue of travelling was not so great as
formerly, 1n some senseyns Isaac’s father had along with
him toolarge a pack (o takeall at once. They would take
one load, some ten or twelve miles, and, having but one
horse, ‘.ould return for another, and so ina few days, move
all, They were seldom in a hurry; being always at home,
haviag even their mats with them to repair their tents.

Dy the time the weather became cool they 1eached their
hunting ground, and had considerable success in killing
deer, raccoons, &c. &c. Isaac,incompany with an Indi-

an, was sent by his [ndian mother some distance to an In-.

dian hutt, for the purpose of getting what was due her for
merchandize; but the debtor, intending to remove near (o
Isaac’s Indian father, they got nothing, and returned that
night to their own canmip. lsaac is of opinion that he trav-
elled farther than he has ever done on horse back in the
same length of time.

Some time after this, two Indians came to Isaac’s Indian
mother with packs of skins to pay their debts, and after sef~
tling their accounts, they purchased some more goods, and
rum enough to make them both drunk. Now they were for
battle, and attempled to kill Isaac's Indian father, who was
also drunk. Acquainted with their cuslom, [saac and his
mother had concealed their knives and tomahawks as soon
as they commenced drinking, but had neglected one gun.
When he became enraged, he felt for his lmnfe, then for his
tomuhawlk, and, finding neither, he sprang to the gun, and
making his \my to Isaac’s Indian father, who was too drunk
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5‘0 help himself, Isaac clenched him by both arms, and in
L

he scuflle got hold of the breech of the gun, and preaenlly

~took it from him, and threw it -out at the door, where the
| snow was near a foot deep, and then, by the dexterity of

Isaac and his Indian mother, they put the dronk Indians
out,and kept themout until they became so cold that they
were glad to be quiet and sit by the fire, until they both fetl
asleep and tock a good knap. In the mean time, [saac and
his mother stole ail the deer skins and fur skins they had
left,and when they awoke aud enquired for them, they told
them “they had drank them up,” and they then went ofl qui-
etiv.. -7

After theriver and lake became closed by ice, they re-
turned to the Illinois river, near the little island in the lake
where the small pox bad been so fatal, and here turned their
attention to killing muskrats; this business they followed
for some time, and Isaac and his Indian father had the for-
tune to kill about 500 of them. These rats had become
the more numerous in this lake, in consequence of the lh-
dians that formerly lived there having either died with the
smatl pox or moved away.

The manner tn which they killed these muskrats -was
with bearded spears, somewhat similar (o a gig; and the
rats butlt their bouses of grass principally, and lhey whre
elevated above the surlace of the waler. When the water
froze, 1saac and his Innian father cut off their houses level
with the ice—they would resortto them for fiesh air, and
as they raised their heads, or even their noses in view, they
threw their spears and killed the

I‘uwardaqprmw but while the snow was yeton the ground,
they turned their course again for Chicago, srcndmg
the time in hunting and trading, until in good time for su-
gar making, they arrived at their old e camp. Here again,
they met a vast number of Indians, who had collected for
the purpose of making sugar; and, introductory to the ex-
ercise, they danced three days and nights, around two large
kettles of hominy, which were boiling over slcw fires, du-
ring that time. This was a common custom with them,
whenever nnny of them came logether.

In this dance Isaac figured amongst them in no ordinary
style, being richly ornamented by h:s Indian mother, and
attracted the attention and admiration of many of the young
squaws, with whom, as well as the older ones, he had be-
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the hominy in their usual manner, and went out quietly t
work. This was no drunken dance, but was all cnnducted
in good order,.

Soon after this, [saac and his Indian brother, hearing, in
the night, the vmce of an Indian whom they knew to be
druuk in the w oods, had curiosity to see him; but when they
found him, though he was lying on the cold ”‘lOl.ll]d and the
snow falling on hlm, they were aflraid to go near enough to

assist him, unnl their Indian uncle came, who was a stouter
man than eilher of them. lsaac then went along with him
and assisted the drunk Iadian, (who had all the time been
singing his death song) and took him to the nighest hut
where they placed him by the fire, still singing his song in
a lower and lower tune, until he fell over and fell into a deep
sleep llere he remained until morning; then awoke, stole
something, and made bis escape.

Belore they left the sugar camp they had many drunken
sprees, in some of which Isaac’s life was grestly endan-
gered, but by some means preserved,

The sugarseason over, we again moved to Lake Michi:
gan, near the mouth of the'Chicago, where the Indians had
much sport in their ball plays.

Isaac’s Indian mother now sent him back to the sugar
camp for some kettles that had been left; and, as he was
about to leave the camp with his load, three young Indians,
one larger and two smaller than hnnself approached, drao'-
cing a hah the largest one demanded his knife; Isaac re-
fused to let him have it; and the Indian, drawing one from
his belt, presented it at him, as if for baitle; Isaac then
drew his knife and advanced towards him, when he gave
back, and they all walked off and left him. Isaac then
started with his kettles on his back, and one of those little
Indians shot an arrow at him, which was prevented from
hurting bim by the kettles he carried. Ile went on home,
and they interrupted him no more.

Isaac’s ludian father’s rum was now nearly exhausted,
and his mother frequeatly made him water it when they
sold it to the Indians. Unwilling tolet it all go at once,she
and Isaoc had emptied the last keﬂ‘ into a tin keule, intend-
ing to shew the Indians the empty keg, and so convince
them there was no more. 'T'his kettle they took out and
concealed in a thicket not far from the wigwam, which hap-

4

come quite popular. At the close of the dance, they ale”
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“sened (o be discovered by some Indians, who took a small
Rettle to it, and stole some of the rum. When his molhcr‘
"wdiscovered this, she suspected that lsaac had told lhemoot
3 d calling him to her, he ran to obey and do her will,
ﬁr'heMddenly as he cawe up to her, she raised a club,
which she held in her hand behind her, and striking him
with 1t on the side of his head, brought him bawling to the
grgund. His cries roused his Indian father, who was Iy~
ing drunk in the wigwam. Coming out with his knife
drawn, and finding what was done, he pursued his squaw,
who ran with all speed, and would doubtless have killed
her, if he had overtaken her. | |
Arrangements were now made for another trip to Mack-
anaw; and, having collected all the skins they could, they
thought of taking Isaac along with them; but fearing that
he would get away, they called in an old Prophet, in whom
they placed great confidence, who went into what they call
a sweat house, to pow~wow, and inform them of such things
as they wished to know, that would happen in future. Ao~
cordingly, Isaac went to work to prepare the sweat house,
within the wigwam, covering it with skins and blankets,
rolling in a large hot stone, on which the Prophet poured
water,and leaving a place at the top for the steam to pass
out. Into this house the old Prophet entered, pow-wowing
and singing, while Isaac and his little brothers danced
around it, waiting on the Prophet as he ordered, until the
emaller boys, becoming sleepy, laid down and went to sleep.
Some time elapsed, and the Prophet came out. Isaac im-
mediately, as iIf worn out and overcome with sleep, threw
kimself down on some deer skins, and pretended to be asleep.
The old Prophet took a seat near his Indian mother, and
commenced speaking. She asked him many questions,
and he answered them; but none of them so much interest-
" ed Isaac until she wished to know if she would keep him
if she took him all the way to Mackanaw. The Prophet,
much to Isaac’s gralification, told her she would, but she
must be careful not to let him talk much to white peaple.
Now, full of glee and in fine spirits, they loaded their
bark canoe and started. After many day’s toil and sailing,
they all arrived in safety at Mackanaw.
llere, unlading the canoe, and preparing to encamp un-
der it, Isaac was conducted by his Indian mother, in com.
pany with ber two ellest boys, to the house ¢f the mer-
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chant for whom they traded. Afier showing Isaac to them, -
and suffering him to talk but hittle with them, the mers-
chant’s lady gave cach of the boys a slice of bread well
buttered, which Isaac received very gratefully and ate ifd' /=
saying “it was very good.” It was the first bread he liad®™
tasted since he last ate at his father’s table! e

Here Isaac was permitted to walk about in company with
the Indian boys, but was generally accompanied by his In-
dian mother, and sometimes an uncle and aunt who had aec-
companied them to that placein a small bark cance. In
company with these, as they walked along the beech, seeing
a ship lying at the whar(, and a man convenient to it, whom
Isaac supposed was the Captain, their attention was mutu-
ally drawn to eachother. The Captain perceiving that he
was white, asked him where he was taken prisoner; he re-
plied from the Red Banks, on the Ohio river. Isaac asked
him, *“are you the Captain of this vessel?” Hesaid he was.
‘“Where are you bound?” said Isaac. ¢Detroit,” was the
reply. “When will youstart?” ¢Inthe morning.” “Can
I,” said Isaac, “runaway from the Indians and get aboard
of your vessel?” ¢¥Yes; but you must be careful how you
come.” Here Isaac was commanded to hush, and was tas
ken away by his Indian friends. Towards evening, his In-
dian father being drunk, and some Indians being across an
arm of the lake drinking and carousing, Isaac was called
to convey him to them in the little bark canoe, belonging
to his uncle. Having done this, he returned late in the
evening, and landing near their camp, drew his littie bark
partly on the shore, and went to the camp contented as usu-
al. Here he found an English soldier, who seemed to feel
much solicitude about him, whom lsaac told he would rath-
er live with the Indians than the white people. Fearing
that such interviews with the white men would lead Isaac
off, his Indian mother made him lie down by her, for she had
gone tu bed. The Enghshman wentaway. Isaac, howev:
er, did not sleep, but waiting until he thought the rest were
locked up in the quietness ofa pleasant nap, he caught his
blanket in his teeth, and sofily stole from behind his moth-
er, crawing his blunket after him. He got out, straighten-
ed himself, and listened, he could hear no stir, except ihe
quiet music ol the lake before him, which invited him te
LiserTy! e stepped sofily to the little bark he had drawn
to the shore, and seating himself in it, he moved as gently
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and extended into the lake, and again turned to the shore.

“*Giving his bark a push into the lake, he steered his course
for the vessel on which he had learned he coutd make his
escape. When he reached the vessel, the Captain was
walking about on the deck, and, seeing Isaac approach, he
met him and told him to follow him. They went together
into the cabin. The Captain was much perplexed to
know what todo with Isaac, so as to secure him, and screen
himself from the ceasure of the Indians, with whom his
greatest success in trade was carried on. At length, how-
ever, he told him, “I have a little negro boy in the kitchen,
who will find you out, let me do with you what 1 may. —
If you will go to him and tell him your situation and your
object, he can take care of you;—but don’t tell him that I
know any thing about you.” Isaac went into the kitchen
and awoke the negro, but he appeared unwilling (o have
any thing to do with him. Fearing that, between them,
he woald have to go back to the Indians, Isaac told the lit~
tle negro that his master knew he was there, and had told
him to come to him. “Then,” said the negro, still lying
in his bunk, *get in here.” Isaac tumbled in with him,
but not to sleep. His fate, as yet, was too uncertain By
the side of the sleepy-headed negro he laid and watched
for the dey to dawn. Seeing, as he did, the first appears
ance of light in the morning, with much difficulty, he awoke
the little negro, and told him, “You must do something with
me—this is no place for me.” The negro arose, unlocked
the lower partof their cupboard, and told lsaac to get 1n
there. Ife did so; and the boy locked him up and left him.

He had been there but a short time, until he heard the
voice i his Indian mother and brother, as they came down
the hatchway, in pursuit of him. Presently the Captain
sprang out of his bed and began to rail out at the Indians
for disturbing him 1n that way before he was out of his bed.
The l.dians being easily cowed by a white man of some
character, and especially an officer, [saac’s Indian mother
soon left th: vessel.

Fortunate!y for this Captain, as well as for Isaac, a barge
which had lain at the wharf, started that same night about
midnigh:, for Montreal, which circumstance affordeq the
Captain an opportunity of making the [ndians believe that
Isaac had gone on board of it, and to convince them that
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he was innocent and knew nothing about himj he remaml
there until eighto’clock in the morning.

Eight o’clock in ihe moraning, the “wind being fair, the
<ails of the Nancy were hoisted, Captam MriLLs command-
ing, Isaac started for the Land of Freedom! After they
had sailed some short distance, perhaps a few leaﬂueq the
little negro brought l-aa from his concealment. He was
resting in the negroe’s bunk, and the Captain came down
into the cabin, where the tullowmcr dialogue passed between
him and his negro; the negro bny Ieamntr on the table, as
was his manoer when he wanted any thing of the Captain:

“What do yon want?”said the Captain.

“I have an Indian prisoner here,” said the negro.

“Avye,”said the (aptaln,“lloxv large is he?”

A litile larger than [ am.

“‘Do you think you can keep him conce'\.led?"

“Yes, sir.”

“Well,” said the Captain, ¢“go about your business.”

The hltle negro went again on deck. The Cdptam lhen
came Inlo the room where Isaac was lying in the negro’s
bunk, and asked if he wassick? e replied “No: he h'1d
not long befure that, been sick in a bmk canoe,” He lhen
left hlm and [saac kept close to the negro’s room until, in
about ﬁve days, the vessel came safe to port at Detroit.

The business of Captain Mills required him to leave the:
vessel before he went ashore; therefore he came into the
room where Isaac was, and told him to remain there con-
cealed, until he should return, and suffer no one to see him.
The Captain did not return until about nine o’clock that
night. When he returned, (the lown being enclosed by
pickets and gates, and the American Army being stationed
there, under the command of Col. Hamtramick, the whole
town was guarded by sentinels,) he told Isaac to go from
the vessel a little to the left of the gate fronting the whurf,
where there was a picket down, that a maa might pass
through. “There,” said he, “you will find a sentiucl, who
will hail you, when you must tell him, ‘a friend;' that you
have run away from the Indians, and want him (o protect
you; but do not tell him, nor any one else, who broughtyou
here, or how you came, until you get to the coiomanding
officer; then tell the whole truth.”

Ar‘cordmnb , Isaac bade Captain Mills adicu, and gave
him his hearty thanks for his kindness and prolecuon. He
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started, and soon found himself atthe gate, and passing the
pickets, the sentinel, a raw Irishman, cried, “who goes
there?” ¢“A friend,” said Isaac, and added in a hurry, ¢I]
am runnmcr away flOl]l the Indians, and want vou to pm-
tect me.” “Oh! be Jasus, my good fellow, come kcze
said he, “and damn the one of them shall hurt you.”—
With this sentinel Isaac waited patiently for somie minutes,
when the relief-guard came round. The seatinel then in-
formed the sercream that he had a prisoner, » Isaac being de-
livered to the guard was taken to the rruald house, where
the curiosity of the soldiers kept him up all night, giviug a
history of his sufferings with the Indians, and answering
questions respecting the country, rivers, &c. &ec., muchot
which information he made as he went. ‘I'his he did inac-
cordance with the instruciions given him by Captain Mills,

Next morning Isaac was couducted by the sergeant of
the guard to the commanding officer, Gol. [Tamtramick,
and here he heard that this was the Sabbatnday. "This
was the first day of the week that Isaac recognized for more
than two years! This morning he told the Colonel his sto-
ry from beginning to end; how he came there, and who
brouzht him. On learning who he was, and where he was
taken, the Colonel remembercd to have heard of the cir-
cumstance, and ordered that he should draw rations as a
soldier, until he met with an opportuuity to get home.

It may be proper to state to the reader, that the object of
Captain Mills, in charging Zsaac to pursue the course he did,
in concealing the truth from the soldiers, and relating the
whole truth to the Colonel, or commanding officer, was, to
prevent the Zudians from ﬁndmfr out thathe had been ac-
tive in bringing him away.

This day a tavern keeper, living in Detroit, by the name
of Joho Dolson, hearing that such a boy was in the place,
senta servant for Lim, inviting him to his house. Isaac ac-
cepted the invitation, ‘and had the pleasure of dining in his
house that day. With this gentleman fsaac remained some
four or five weeks, attending to his stock and waiting on him-
in many things, being treated by him and his family with
s0 much kindness as to bring him under great obligaticns.
to them.

About this time Isaac learned that a Captain and a com--
pany of soldiers were about to start to Fort Maumee, and-
having obtuined permission of the Captain to accompany.

3%
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them, lsaac made 1eady, apd early next morning, bidding
his kind host adien, and drawing ralions in common with
the soldiers, he weut on board llw boat, aand saiied for Fort
Maumee, which they made, having a favorable wind, in one
day. '

Spending a few days at this place, some wagons came
to the Fort, bringing goods and preseats for the Indians,
to Wayne’s treaty, and as these wagons were said (o be re-
turning to Cinciunati, Isaac asked permission of the wagon
master to go with them, stating to him his ei'u'nlon; he gave
cansent, and drew rations for him according'y. With these
wagons he travelled about fificen d: ays, and thLV stopped at
Greenvlllt', in the State of Ohio.

Here he remained some three or four days, watehing an.
opportunity 1o gel home. i so happened that two men ) had
gone there wiih three horses, loaded or packed with peach
brandy, which they had sold out, and were now ready to
return to Columbia, =:x or eight miles above Cincinnati,—
On their led horse Isaac had the good fortune to ride to that
place, drawing ravions still at every garrison that he passe.
ed on the way,

Here he staid some ten days or two weeks, and spent the
time very aurecably with the young people, especially some
handswmn grls he touad there.

A gentleman and lady passed, and riding towards Cin-
cinnati, having a led horse, stopped at the fenee; the family
wentoul to speak with them, and Isaac asked lt he might
ride the loose hor<e to town; they told him he ml‘fhl []8
hurried 1o get his blanket; lmd his [riends Euewell, glr.s
and all, anu rode off 1o town.

All this tore Tsaae sl wore his Indian dress. At Cins
cinnaty he pre-enied bunsell to the officer commanding, and
was told that ne conld draw provisions until he met with an

opportuntiy v zo on. Perfectly composed, he laid down to.
sleep, but wo- presently aroused and informed by the sol-
diers thai a .0 by the name of David Pea, who had car-
ried an expro-s from Vinceones, on the ‘vabash river, to

the armwy ot Derronty and was then returning, wasshunting
for hun.  Isaace went immediately in pursuit of Mr. Pen;
and, finding him, they drew provisions, and in a skiff, start-
ed for Lovisvilie,

At Derron,a gentleman to whom Isaac had related his
stocy, gave i twenty -five cents, which he had carefully
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preserved. They had not gone far down the river until Mr,
Pea, desiring to have some butter, landed near a farm
where he thought 1t could be had, and sent lsaac to the
house for i1t, He went with all speed, and found an old
Irish lady who had just churned a fine portion of it; inform-
ing her what he wanted, and having nothing in which (o
- earry it the lady told lnm to get a cabbage leaf, and hand-
g her lu-, money, he lm-tumd to doas she directed.  When
he retutned, be told her hastily who he was,and what was
his purpose.  ¢Ah, dear child, 1( lhat s the way of it, take
your butter and your money t00,” and gave his money back
to him. A young lady who had been listening to the con-
versalion, came out spon and presented Isaac with a loaf of
bl‘bdd. lle thanked them and bade farewell, still talking
to them as long as he could hear them—making his way
back to the skitf, he lhad not more than reached the place
where he left Mr. Pea, uatil a negro boy came running,
bringing them halt a bushel of sweet potatoes,

.lhey continued down the river until they got within a
few miles of Loasville, where [saac was sent agaia to a
house to buy buuter. He was informed that the l*dy had
none; here ngain, he suggested that he had been a prisoner
with the lndmna, and was then trying to get home. On
learning this the good woman teok his cup and filled it with
butter, and, 1n tears, inqaired if be knew aay thing of her
son, who had also been taken by the savages, giving a des:
cription of hhim. Isaacremembered to have heard some of
the Indians say that there was such a boy, some distance
bevond Mackanaw,and gave herthatinformation; sheseem-
ed gratified to learn that it was probable ‘at !eaqt, her son
was yet alive. She followed him to the bank of the river,
bathed in tears, and stll talking as long as he could hear
her.

Early next morning they landed at the Fort just ("}po'alt(‘
to Louisville. Isaac reported himself as usual, and was
provided for. -

The same day Isaac, getting the lone of a canoe, went
across 10 Lomav;lle_, and spent the day in seeking an oppor.
tunity to go on., Jao the evening he met a man who told him,
that he and another man would start the next morning frem
the lower landing, and il he would come to them that night,,
he could go with them. Isaac hurried back to the Fort, and
with soeme difficully, drew provisions for the route,and with
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greater difficulty, procured a canoe in which to cross the
river again, He succeeded, however, and bearing-a heavy
pack ol beef and flour ftom the mouth of Beargrass down to
the landing above named, a little after dark he reached the
canoe, in which, afier waiting a few days, he again descend.
ed the river.

After running soine days, they landed at the mouth of
Harden creek. Ilere [saac met with a young married wo-
man, with whom he had gone to school before he was taken
by the Indians. 'I'ney recognized each other, and she in-
formed him that his father and friends had removed from the
Red Banks. o what was then, and is now called, Knight’s
Falls, on Green river. Ile washere advised to land at the
Yellow Banks, which he did.

Now we find the weary, anxious little prisoner within
thirty miles of his father’s dwelling.

From this place, he started alone and afoot along a path
some twelve miles in length, to the house of an old acquain:
tance, Mr. Martin Vernado, with whom he had been often
forted at Vienna, whea but a child. As he approached the
gate, he was perceived but by the old man,who had not yet
recognized him. lleentered the yard, where all were en-
gageu swingling flax. The eyes of the old lady were no
socner fixed upon him,than she came, in an ecstacy of joy,
exclaiming, “Oh, lsaac!lsaac! Isaac!” The poor boy,over:
whelmed with joy at meeting with those he kuew and loved,
could not but be afiected by the scene, while all the family
ghared ia the joys of the occasion.

His anxiety was unspeakable to reach his own dear home;
butthis kind family were unwilling that he should leave them
until next morning; he therefore spent the night with them,
and rested but little, being all the time employed in giving a.
histerv of his sufferings, hard usage, &ec.

Next morning the kindness of Mr. Vernado and one of
his sons impelied them toaccompany Isaac ina canoe, down
Green river, to his father’s house. When they landed, the
old gentleman advised the boys to remain at the canoe until
he could reach the house, and then to come suddenly upon
them. Fiiks

Isaac’s father sat in the door, conversing with Mr. Verna-
do, who usked him if he would not shout for joy, as he had
brought his daughters to see him. Just at this instant, Isaac
ascended the top of the bank in full view of the door of his
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father’s house, which stood some fifiy or sixty yards
off. 'T'he moment the disquieted old man saw hisson, he re:
cognized him, and exclaimed “Yonder is Isaac!” and ran
to meet him. At this moment, his mother and the family
all started to welcome the return of the long lost boy. Over-
come with joy, till pale as death, with feelings wiought as
high as nature could well bear, the anxious mother came
wringing her hands, and exclaiming, “Is it possible 1t is
him! is it possible it is him ! and falling upon his neck, shoe
wept over him and kissed him; evincing feelings of joy and
gratitude which no human tongue can descrive, and none
but a mother’s heart can feel. Their joy was still farther
expressed by firing three guns, to inform the neighbors that
something joyf{ul had taken place,

Now, Isaac must eat again in his father’s house, and his
own fond mother had the pleasure of preparing the repast.
Meanwhile one of his brothers had hurried to a neighbor’s
house, where Isaac’s connexions were nearly all collected
at a quiiting and corn-shucking. When he entered the
house they weie all seated for dinner. He gave the infor-
mation, and the dinner was le{t untouched. All hands
started to meet Isaac; men, women and children. His
swift-footed associates, whom he had left at home, leading
the way. By this time Isaac and his father’s family, not
knowing that the younger brother had carried the news
with so much speed, started to the place above rawmed, where
the neighbors were collected. Presently thev all met the
hitile Indian prisoner, and with joys unutterable, welcomed
him again to their social enjoyments, 1o the dear loved land
of his early boyhood.

Remembering his weight about the time be was taken,
Isaac and his friends had curiosity to know how much he
had gained during his absence; and upon weighiog bim
with the same steelyards on which he drew down 82 Ibs.
when he left, he now weighed 84 Ibs.; gaining in two years
and a half, but two pounds. This is mentioned to satisfy
the reader that his hard usage, scanty living, «nd arducus
labors while wiith the Indians, was such as to prevented him
from growing much if any.

Israac was about two yvears and six months with the Indi-
ans, and having had previously but little schooling, his edu-
cation was limited, and advantages of that kind were seidom
enjoyed at that early period in the settlement of that part
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of Kentucky. He now spentabouta year with his father,
and fabored on the farm, until he began to think of ar-
ranging business for himself in future life.

After Isaae’s arrival at home, having learned that his fel-
lowsprisoners, George Sprinkle and John Upp, had return-
ed some [(hree months before him, he went to see them, and
happy to review the trials, hardships and sufferings they
had undergone. These boys are vet all llvmg——Georﬂe_
Sprinkie in Illinois, John Upp in Kentucky, and Isaac
Kuight in Vanderburgh county, in the State of Iudiana.—
Now however, they are all old men; and the Author of this
Na;rative wishes now to conclude it by giving a relation of
his experimental acquaiatance with religion.

Residing in the vicinity of the Red Banks, Isaac Knight
enjoyed the ministerial labors of the Rev. James McGready,
through whose instrumentality he first became awakened.
and knew himself to be a sinner against God. He seldom
heard a sermon which did not make some lasting 1mpression
upon his mind. Fiediog no peace for his conscience while
he lived insin, and fearing the final consequences of it, he
commenced an humble, penitent prayer for mercy—1n the
course of his pursuit. oppressed with conscious
guilt, his fears were frequently great beyond measure, that
God had forgotten to be gracious,and mercy was clean gone
forever. The sins of his whole life laid heavy upon him;
especially was the remembrance of his guilt in killing the
little Tadian child, (of which an account is given in this Nar-
rative) a source of much uneasiness and greatalarm. Hav-
ing, however, nothing to piead but mercy, he begaged for
lhdl with humble importurity; and now he aratefully re-
members that, when at prayer hy a stump in the corn field,
his burden of guilt was removed ; he found joy and peace In
believing, ard ventured humbly to claim God, as his God,
recun(:llcd through Christ; through whom then, as now, he
hopes sooner or laler, to qhare in the blissful blecsedness of
Heaven,
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