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Page Numbering Error

It should be noted that this book has paging errors
in two different areas of the book due to how the
manuscript was originally processed for whatever
reasons. Pages that are incorrectly numbered occur
on page 8o and again at page 128. Nevertheless the
book is complete and all pages are intact despite
the shoddy workmanship of the finished work.
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A Collection of authentic and entertaining Narra-
tives of the real Exittence and Appearance of
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Several wonderful Inftances of the ErFEc T s of
WIFTCHCR AFT.

To which 1is prefixed,

An Account of HaunTED Houses, and fubjoined a
Treatife on the Effeéts of M AcGic.

Whate’er of Wonders great and [flrange,
The hidden Worlds produce s

We now, in ample Order range,
O, Reader, for thy Ule.
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%#%WI‘ is the general perfuaﬁon
1 % that the moderns are arrived

wossple 3t a pitch of knowledge

greatly {uperior to that of
their f()refamers ; that, by the liberty
we enjoy of treating all manner of
{ubje&s with the utmoft free edom, our

minds are. ffreatly inlarged, and our

views of things much more exteniwe
.than the narrownefs of their educatmm
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v PREF ACE.

or their prejudiced attachment to fome =
old and unfafhionable do&rines and
principles, would permit them to en-
tertain, They, good fouls! giving
credit to the ftories they read in the
bible, imagined there were {ufficient
grounds to believe that there is an in-
vifible world of {pirits ;3 that there is a
devil, the grand adverfary of mankind,
who is conftantly employed in works
of darknefs and mifchief againft the
peace and happinels cf the human
race 3 that there i1s likewife an hierar-
chy of angels and blefled faints, fome
or other of whom never fail in their.
attendance on good and virtuous per-
fons, in treating them with love and |
“tendernefs, and doing them all the
good offices in their power.  From i
~the fame antiquated book they like- "
wife imbibed {irange notions of the real
exiftence of magicians, {orcerers, and
witches; and that thefe minifters ‘of
fatan were permitted to pra&ife ‘their
diabolical a&s, in fubfervience to fome
‘great and wile ends of providence. But

whats
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PR EFATCE. v

 whatever notions our grave anceftors
“entertained of thefe matters, we, their
more enlightened children and f{uccef-
fors, have more elegant and refined
ideas: We will take nothing upon
truft, nor believe any thing but what
is brought home to our fenfes. We
‘are not to be frightened by witches,
{pectres, ghofts, and fuch kind of idle
romantic {tuff, we leave them to old
nurfes to quiet their children with,

This, then, being notorioufly the
cafe, how can we flatter ourfelves that
a work will fucceed, which profefledly
argues in defence of opinions fo univer-
fally exploded, fo diametrically oppo-
fite to the reigning notions of the pre-
{ent age P—However, though we ex-
pect to be moft unmercifully (perhaps
undefervedly) * pelted  with the {quibs
‘and Tow jefts of our modern wits and
choice {pirits ; and that libertines and
infidels will give us no quarter, when
it fhall appear (as we are perfuaded ic
will} that we advance nothurg but what

15
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is agreeable to the fentiments of the “"‘é
moit eminent phllofophers, and . the
wife and learned of all nations, even
though we fhould exclude the ev1dence’
produced from the facred records: I
{ay, when thefe things are duly confi=
dered and weighed in the balance of
unprejudiced reafon, we doubt not but
we fhall meet with due attention from
the rational, {erious, and candid part
of mankind, who, though far from
giving credit to every idle tale that 1s
told of this kind, when fa&s are rela-
ted, accompanied with the moft con-
vincing proofs that can realonably be
required, or the nature of the thing
admit of, will acquiefce in the vera-
city of the narrative: For, notwith-
{tanding the fa&s are aftonifhing, they
ought not therefore to be deemed in-
medlblf nor, thouwh the manner of
operation may feem mcompiehenﬁble ~
fhould it be hougin infuperable to the
powers of nature, or of thofe invifible
agents who caﬁd.u& and manage ‘it.—
Indeed, it is entirely agreeable to the’
| do&rine




FREerAal g

do@rine of fome of the moft eminent
philofophers, who have long fince de-
~ clared, that there are an infinite numi-
~ ber of things in nature tos difficult for
the acuteft human fagacity to develop
- or explore.

Upon the whole, the inftances which
we fhall give in this little colletion, are
founded on the teftimonies of unexcep-
tionable - witneffes;, who were either
{fufferers themfelves, or fuch as heard,

Aaw, or perfe@ly underftood the feveral
fa&ts which they atteft.  We fhall like-
wile prefent our readers with the exa-
minations of many of the delinquents
before magiftrates, who, it may rea-
fonably be fuppofed, ufed their ut=
moft f{kill and judgment to difcover
the truth, to prevent themielves, as
well as others, from being deceived
and 1mpofed on.

, But if, after all, any perfon fhould
 remain incredulous, and is refolved not
: to
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'.tQ beheve any thing of this kind, all

we' gan, fay is, that he fhuts his eyes
aga,mﬂ the cleareft light, and that his

ignorance 1is incurable.




OF

HAUNTED HOUSES,

The INVISIBLE DRUMMER.

W/ﬂf/ AL I(I//I.".{Ila"{///J'I///////M

R. John Mompeflon, of Ted-
worth, in the county of Wilts,
about the middle of March,
16671, being at a neighbouring
town, called Ludgerfhall, on

; e~ ) hearing a drum beat there, he

i enquired ot tHe bailiff of the town, at whofe

~ houfe he'then was, what it meant. The Bailif o
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told him, that they had for fome days been

troubled with an idle drummer, who demanded |

money of the conftable, by virtue of a pretended
pafs, which he believed was a counterfeit one.
Upon which Mr. Mompef{lon fent for the fellow,

and afked him by what authority he went upand
down the country with his drum? The drummer

anfwered, he had good authority, and produced
his pafs, with a warrant under the hands of Sir
William Cawley, and Colonel Ayliff, of Gre-
tenham. Mr. Mompeflon knowing thefe gentle-
mens hands, difcovered that the pafs and warrant
were counterfeited, and thereupon commanding

the vagrant to put off his drum, charged thecon- =

ftable to carry him before the next juftice of peace

to be farther examined, and punithed. The fellow :

then confefled the cheat, and begged earnettly to

have his drum. Mr. Mompeffon told him, that

if he underftood from Col. Ayliff, whofe drum-

mer he had declared himfelf, that he was an honeft

man, he thould have it again ; butin the mean time
he would fecure it; and he accordingly lcft the
drum with the bailiff, and the drummer, in the
hands ofthe conftable, who, it feems, was pre-
“vailed on to let him go. |

About the middle of April following, when
Mr. Mompefion was preparing for a journey
to London, the bailiff fent the Drum to his
houfe. On his return from London, his wife

- told him, that during his abfence, ‘they had been
y much
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~ much affiighted in the night by thieves, and

that .the houfe had like to have been broken
up: And he had not been at home above three
nights, when the fame noife was heard that
had before fo greatly alarmed his family: It
was a very great knocking at the door, and

on the outfide of his houfe. Upon which he . &

got up, and with a brace of loaded piftolsj, s

opened the door, at which the knocking feem-
ed moft violent; but the noife fuddenly re-
moved to another door, which he opened alfo,
and went round the houfe but could difcover no-
thing; enly he ftill heard a ftrange noife and hol-
low found. When he was in bed, the noife was
a thumping and drumming on the top of the
houfe, which continued a. good {pace, and then

~ went off into the air.

After this the noife of thumping and drumming
was very frequenty ufually five nights toge-
ther, and them it would ceale for three. It
conftantly came as they were going to fleep,
whether early or late. After a month’s diftur-
bance on the outfide of the houfe, which was
principally of boards, it came into the room
where the drum lay four or five nights in a week,
within half an hour after they were in bed, and
continued almoft two hours. The fignal of its
approach was, ahurlingin the air over the houfe;
and at its departure, the beating of a drum was

heard like that ufed at the breaking up guarda

B2 | I



Livee
It continued to vifit this room for the fpat‘:e of
two monihs, which time Mr. Mon: pcﬁ"on hlmfelf
lay there, in order to obferve it: In the fore pare “
of the night it ufed to be very troublefome, but o
after two hours would be quiet, ' 7

Mrs Mompeﬂ'on being brought to bed, there
was but little noife for the night the was in travail,
nor any for three weeks after till the had recovered
” ﬂrength: But after this civil ceffation, it returned -
in a more violent manner than ever, and, for the -
firft time, followed the youngeft children, beating
their bedfteads with fuch violence, that all prefent
expe@ed they would fall in pieces. In laying
hands on them no blows could be felt, butit was
rvery perceptible that they fhook exceedingly.
For an hour together the drum would beat
Razmd beads and Cuckost the Taz-t00, and feveral
other points of war. After this a fcratching
would be heard uader the childrens bed, as if by
fomethmg that had iron talons. It would lift the
children up in their beds, follow them from one
room to another, and for a while haunted no
parts of the houfe but where they were prefent.

There was a cock-loft in the houfc which had
not been obferved to be troubled, thither they
removed the children, putting them to bed while
it was fair day; but they were no fooner in bed
than the Iovifible Drummer haunted them as

bb fUA Ce alpEY !
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On the fifth of November the noife was re.

markably loud; and a fervant obferving two

boards in the childrens room moved, he bid
_the invifible give him one of them ; upon which

the board came (nothing moving it that he faw)
within a yard of him. The man faid, Pray let
me . bave it in my band, and it was accordingly
fhoved quite home to him, aid fo up and down
to and fro, at leaft twenty times together, till
Mr. Mompeflon forbid his fervant fuch fami-
liarities. This was in the day time, and feen
by a whole room full of people s and on its de-

- parture it left a very fulphurous {mell behind it,

which was very offenfive.

At night the minifter and Mr. Cragg, and
divers of the neighbours, came to the houfe on
a vifit.  The minifter went to prayers with
them, kneeling at the childrens bed-fide, where
it was then very troublefome and loud.  During
the prayers, it withdrew into the cock-loft, but
returned as foon as they were over, and then,

in- fight of the company, ' the chairs walked

about the room of themfelves, as” did alfo every
piece of furniture that was loofe, and ' the

childrens thoes were hurled ba€kwards and forﬁ‘._
wards over their heads; at the fame time a bed

ftaff was thrown at the minifter, wiich ftruck
him on the leg, but, in fo favourable a manner,

that a lock of wool could not fall more gently,
and it was oblerved that. it ftopped juft where

» T Fe
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it lighted, with rolling or moving from thc
place ;

Mr. Mompefion perceiving that it fo much

pefter’d the little children, he lodged them out

‘at a neighbour’s houfe, taking his eldeﬁ daugh-
ter; who was about ten years of age to his own
chamber, which the fpirit had not vifited for a
month. As foon as the child was in bed the
difturbance began there again, and continued
three weeks drummmg and making other noifes ;
and it was obferved that it would exaltly anf{wer
to drumming any thing that was beaten or called

for. After this, the houfe where the children

lodged out happening to be full of vifitors, they
were brought home, and no difturbance having
‘been in the parlour, they were lodged there;
but their perfecutor foon found them out, and
- contented itfelf with plucking them by the hair
and night cloaths, without rnakmcr any dlﬁur-
bance.

It was obferved that when the noife was
loudeft and came with the moft fudden and fur-
prifing violence, no dog about the houfe would
move, tho’ the ﬁlockmg was often heard by the
neighbours, and alfo at a confiderable diftance.
The f{ervants were fometimes lifted up with
their beds, and gently let down again without
hurty at other times it would be: 1ike a great
weight upon their feet. - 47 ol
About




[ 15 ]
- About the latter end of December 1661, the
drumming was lefs frequent, and then they
heard a noife like jingling of money, occafioned,
- as it was thought, by Mr. Mompefion’s mother
‘having, a few days before faid, that fhe had
often heard of fairies dropping money, and
fhould be very well fatisfied if their occafional

vifitor would leave them fomething for their
trouble.

After. this it defifted from making a violent
~noife, and employed itfelf in playing little apith
tricks. On Chriftmas Eve, a little before day,
one of ‘the little boys, in getting out of his
bed, was ftruck on ‘a fore place upon his
heel with the latch of the door. The night after
Chriftmas Day, it threw the old gentlewoman’s
‘cloaths about the room, and hid her bible in the
afhes; and it played many other like pranks too
tedious to mention. It fthortly after became
very troublefome to a fervant of Mr. Mompefion,
who was a very ftout fellow, of fober conver-
fation. For feveral nights the bed cloaths were
endeavoured to be pulled off in fo forcible 2
manner, that he was obliged to make ufe of his
whole ftrength to keep them on; and fometimes,,
that not’ being fufficient he was left almoft
naked, and his fhoes thrown at his head ; and
now and then he found himfelf forcibly held,
and, as it were, bound hand and foot; ‘but

‘when-




4 %

¢ 16 ]

iwhenever he could make ufe of his fvﬁoréf an@ ’

ftrack ‘with it, the fpirit quitted its ho;@

A fon of Mr. Thomas Bennet (whofe Work-
- man the drummer had fome time been) 'beino-'_

on a vifit to Mr. Mompefion, told him fome
words he had fpoken; which it feems was not
well taken, for as foon as they were in bed, the

__adrum beat up very violently ; on which the gentle-
““man arofe; and called his fervant, who lay with

Mr. Mompeflon’s fervant before mentioned,
whofe name was John: As foon as Mr. Benpet’s
fervant was gone, John heard a ruftling noife
in his chamber, and fomething come to his bed-
fide, as if it had been aperfon in filk, The
man immediately endeavoured to fecure his
fword, which he found from him, and it was
with great difficulty that he got it into his power,
which he had no fooner done than the fpirit left
him, and it was always obferved to avoid a
fword. il

About the beginning of January, 1662, =z
finging was heard in Mr, Morﬁpeffon’s chimneyy
which announced the coming of the fpiﬁfi* And
one night about that time lights were ﬁ: n imw
the houfe; one of which came to Mtr. Mom-
peflon’s chamber; it feemed blue and glimmer-
ing, and cauled great ftiffnefs in the eyes of the
beholders. After the Light, fomething was heard'

to come up the {tairs, treading fof tl}, as 1f1t had-

o
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- beén a perfon without fhoes, . The lightiwas alfo
“ {een four or five times in' the childrens chambers

md the maid fervants ‘confidently affiray: d, thae
“the doors were:opened and!/fhut; ' at leaft;:! ter

times in their fight; and that when they were
opened they: heard ;a: noife.~a§ if halfa dazen
perfons were ‘entering together’: After which a
noife like people walking in::the room:above,
and a ruftling of filkk was headd. - Dned std  af
(100 bici | T TEMID DI8S J 2o} LAl &

During the time of , knocking;! when::many

perfons were prefent, a gentleman in company

faid; Satan, if the: diumuier fet thee to, work, i give
three knockssi and*mo word:  which it didi¥eny
diftinétly, "-and: ftopped.-: The- gentleman ithea
knbck’d'to fee if ivwould anfwer him;, asiic- wds
wont, butiic did rot. - For. farther trial, shes bid
it, for confirmation, ifl it wete tha. drummer; (0
give five'knocks; ‘and nb morelthat night; Awhich
it did,  and lefrthe houfe quiet/all the nighme affiess
This was done in the préfence: of Sirr{Ehomas
Chamberlain, of Oxtordthire, and divers others,

On>Sdturdayy« Jan. 19, an hdur bﬁ{m'?, d;;g;.g;;_—_pl
drum was'heard:to beat’ onithe outlide-of Mr.
Mompeflon’s ichamber, from-whence it wene: 1o
the other end of theihoufeswhere fome. gentiemen
vifitors'lay, playing at their door four or.five dif-

ferent tunes; and .then went off into the air,.; -

. The/next night, a fmith in the village laying
Bifom . C with,.



with John the man, they heard a noife in the
room as of one fhoeing a horfe, and fomething
came, as if with a pair of pincers, fnipping at
the fmith’s nole moft part of the night.

One mormng Mr. Mompeflon rifing carly,
to go a journey, heard a great noife below where
the children lay, and running down with a piftol
in his hand, he heard a voice cry, aWitch!
a Witch! (as they heard once before) and upon

his entering all was quiet. e

g

Having one mght ‘played fome little trxc}ﬁ
at Mr. Mompeflon’s-bed’s feet, it went ddto
another bed where one of his dangh;’ers lays
‘there it paffed from fide to fide, lifting her

up as it pafled under ;- at which time there were
three kinds of noife in the bed; they thruft at
it with a fword, but it ftill fhifted, and care-
fully avoided the thruft, getting under the child
every time they offered at ic. |

The night following it came into the room
panting like a large dog; upon which one of
the company ftruck at it with a bed-ftaff, which
was immediately fnatch’d out of his hand, and
thrown away, and the room filled with a moft
noifome ftench, and exceflively hot, tho’ it was
a fevere winters day. After continuing in the
bed panting and f{cratching for an hour and an
half, it went to the next ch&m%er, where it

knocked- 2




ol B
knotked a little, and feemed to rattle 4 chain,
Thus it did for feveral nights together.

In a few days after, Mr.Momreffon’s mother’s
bible was found in the athes, the paper f{ides being
downwards : Mr. Mompefion took it up, and
obferved that it lay open at the 3d chaptet of
St. Mark, where there is merition made of the
unclean fpirits falling down before our Saviour, -
and of his giving power 10 the twelve to caft n
out devils, and of the fcribes opinion that' ‘he
caft them out thro’ Belzebub., -

The night following they firew’d afhes over-
the chamber, to fee what imprefiion the {pirit
would leavey in the morning. they found in one
Place the refemblance of a great claw, in another

. of a lefs, foaie letters in another (which they
could make nothing of) befides many circles
and fcratches. -

About this titne (fays Mr. Glanville, my
author) I went to the houfe¢ on purpofe to en-
quire rhe trath of thofe paflages of which there
was {0 loud a report. The fpirit had ceafed its
drumming and more violent noife before I ¢amie

. thicher; but moft of the remarkable circum-
| ftances before related were confirmed to me
| there by feveral of the neighbours, who had
“been prefent at them. At this rime it ufed to
| haunt the children, and that as foon as they were
o Ca lnid,
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laid. 'They went to bed that night 1 was there
about eight o clock when a maid fervant coming
down‘told us it was come. The neighbours
who were there, and ‘two . minifters who ‘had
heard it divers times, went away;  but Mr.
Mompeflon and myfelf, and a gentleman,  who
came with me, went up. , 1 heard a firange
fcratching as we went up the ftairs, and when
we came into the room, I perceived it was juft
behind the bolfter of the . childrens. bed, rand
feemed to be againft the tick: It was as.loud a
fcratching as one with long nails can make
upon a bolfter. There were two little modeft
girls in the bed between feven and eight jyears
old, as I guefled. I faw their hands_out of .the
cloaths, and they could not contribute to the
noife that was behind their heads; thcy had
been ufed to it, and had f{till fomebody or other
in the chamber with them, and therefore feemed
not to be much affrighted. I, ftanding at the |
bed’s head, thruft my hand behind the bolfter, :
dire&ing it to the-place from- .whence the: noife
'feemed to come, which thereupon ceafed, and
~_was heard in another part of the bed ; but when I
‘had taken out my hand it_returned, and was
heard in the fame place as before. I had been
told it would imitate any kind of noife, and
made trial by {cratching feveral times, as five,
feven, and ten,, which it followed, and ftill
ftopped at my number. I fearch’d under anfi
behind the bed _turned_ up thP cloaths to

e ."sri .1',.'.
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_ 'be'c"i;.‘.coi‘dé; grafped the bolfter, foundéd the wall
- behind, and made all the fearch that ‘1 poflibly
- could to find if there was any trick, contrivance,

or common caufe of it; the like did my friend;
but we could difcover nothing': “So that I was
then verily perfuaded, ‘that the noife was made
by fome dzmon or fpirit. © After it had {cracched
about half an hour or more, it went into the
midft of the bed, under the children, and there

feemed to pant like a dog out of breath very loud-

ly. Iput my hand upon the place, and felt the

bed bearing up againft it, as if fomething within -

had thruft it up. " I grafped the feithers to feel
if any thing living were in it I'looked under
the bed, and every where about, to fee if there

any dog or cat, or any fuch creature in the
Toom; and fo we ‘all did, but found nothing.

‘The’ motion that it caufed by this panting was
fo ftrong, that it fhook the room and windows
very v1olently It continued this more than
haif an hour, ich time I and my friend ftaid
in the room, and long after, as we were told.
During ‘the panting, T chanced t6 fee as it had

wh
1

‘been ﬁ)lﬁéth‘ino (which I thought was a rat ‘or
'moufe) moving in a linen ‘bag that hung up
‘againft anothet bed'in the room. T frepp’d and
caught' it by the’ up}er end with one hand,
'*Wlth “which T held'ir, and drew it thljo’ the
‘other; " but found nothing at'all in it. There
‘was nobody near to thake the' bag, or 1f there

_.__._‘had 1o one could have made “{fuch "a motion,
+ g 4
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which feemed to be from within, as if ahvmg.
creature had moved in it.

It will, Fknow, be faid by fome, that my
friend and I were under fome affrighr, and fo
fancied noifes and f{ights that were not; but
if it be poffible to know how a man may be
affe¢ted, when in fear, and when unconcerned,
I certainly know, -for my own part, that durmg
the whole time of belng in the room and in the
houfe, 1 was under no more affrl_ghtment, than
1 am while I write this relation; and if I know
that I am now awake, and that I fee the objetts
before me, I know that I heard and faw the
particulars 1 have told. There is not, I am
fenfible, any great matter for ftory in them, but
there is fo much that convinces me that there
was fomewhat excraordinary, and what we
ufually call preternatural in the bufinefs,

What further happened while I was at Ted-
worth, is as follows: My friend and 1 lay in
the chamber where the firft and chief diftur-
bance had been. We flept well all night, but

~early, before day, in the morning, 1 was a-

wakened (and I awakened my bed fellow) but
a great knocking without our chamber dcor.
I afked who was there feveral times, but the
knocking ftill continued without anfwer. At
laft I faid, In tbe name of God, who is it, and

what would youkave? To which a voice an-

fwered,
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Iwered, Nothing with you, We, thinking it
had been fome fervant of the houfe, went to
{leep again; but fpeaking of it to Mr. Mom=
peflon when we came down, he affured us, no
one of the houfe lay that way, or had bufinefs
thereabouts, and that his fervants were not up
till be called them, which was after it was day ;
which they confirmed, and protefted that the
noife was not made by them.

Another paffage was this; my man coming to
me in the morning, told me, that the horfe on
which [ rode was all in a fweat, and looked as if he
had been rid all night. My friend and I went down
and found him fo. T enquired how he had been
ufed, and was afiured that he had been wel fed and
ordered, as he ufed to be; and my fervant wag
always very careful about my horfe. The horfe
I had had a good time, and I never knew
but he was very found : But after I had rid him
. a mile or two very gently over a plain down,
. from Mr. Mompefion’s houfe, he fell lame, .
| and having made a hard fhift to bring me home,

died in two or three days; no one being able to
| imagine what he ailed. This feems fomething

. more than mere accident.
|

But I go on with Mr. Mompeflon’s own parti-
 culars. — He fays, that another time, being in
 the day, and feeing fome wood move that lay
' in the chimney of a room, as of ilelf, he difs

Ca4 charg:d
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charged 'a piflol ‘At it -after which 'hey "fefmi
feveral drops:on the /hearth, and'in divers places -
of the ftairs,

~Ear two or three nights after the difcharge
of the, piftol, there was a calm in the houfe, but
then it cameagain, applying itfelf to- a little
child newly taken from nurfe, which it fo.per-
fecuted, that it would not let the poor infant
reft for two nights together, nor fuffer a candle
in the room, but carried -them away lighted up
the chimney, or threw them under the bed. It
fo fcared the child “by leaping upon it, that
for fome hours it could not be recovered out
of the fright ; {o that they were forced again to
rernove the children out of the houfe: and the
following night, about twelve o’'clock, fome-
thing came up ftairs, and knocked at Mr. Mom-
pefion’s door :; but he lying ftill, it went up
another pair of flairs to his man’s chamber,
to whom it appeared {tanding at his bed’s feet;
the exa& fhape and proportion he could not
difcern, but faid, he faw a great body, with
gtwo red and glaring eyes, - which, for fome
time, were fixed fteadily upon him, and.atlength

difappeared, W15

Another night, f{trangers being . prefent it
purr’d in the clnlulens ‘bed, like:a caty: at;
which time alfo the cloaths.and chllc'ren Aoty
Iifted up from the bed, and fix. men could mxl: ;:.
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~ keep them down; hereupon, they removed the
- children, intending to have ripped 'up the
bed; but they were no f{ooner laid in another,
but the {econd bed was more troubled than the
firft. Tt continued thus four hours, and fo beat
the childrens legs againft the bed-pofts, that
they were forced to arife, and fit up all night.
After this it would empty chamber pots into
their beds, and ftrew them with afhes, though
they were ever fo carefully watch’d. It put
a pike iron into Mr. Mompeflon’s bed, and
| into his 'mother’s, a naked knife upright.
' It would fill ‘porringers with afhes, throw
~ every thing about, and continue making a noife
all day. :

About the beginning of April 1663, a gentle-
man that lay in the houfe had all his money
turned black in his pocket: and Mr. Mom-
peflfon coming one mérning to his ftable found
the horfe he ufed to ride with one of his hinder
legs in his mouth, and fo faftned there, that
it was difficult for feveral men to get it out
with a leaver. After this there were fome other
remarkable things, but my account goes' no

. further 5 only that Mr. Mompeflon writ me
.- word, that afterwards the houfe was:{everal
nights befer with feven or eight in the fhape
~of men; who, as {oon. as ia .gun was dif-
 charged, would | thufle ‘away" together into an
. harbour.
S R "*hbe
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The drummer was tried at the affize at Salif-
bury on this occafion. He was committed firft
to Gloucefter goal for ftealing : and a Wiltfhire
man coming to fee him, he afked him, What
news in Wiltthire? The vifitant faid, he
knew of none. No! faid the drummer, Do
not you hear of the drumming at a gentleman’s
houfe at Tedworth ? That I do enough, faid
the other, I quoth the drummer, I have plagued
him (or to that purpofe) and he fhall never be
quiet till he hath made me fatisfacion for taking
my drum. Upon information of this the fellow
was tried for a witch at. Sarum, and all the
main circumftances I have related, were fworn
- in court by the minifter of the parifh, and divers
others of the moft intelligent and fubftantia] in-
habitants, who had been eye and ear witnefles of
them, time after time for divers years together.

The fellow was condemned to tranfportation,
‘and accordingly fent away; but I know not how
(’tis faid, by raifing ftorms, and affrighting the
feamen) he made fhift to come back again; and
‘tis obfervable, that during all the time of his re-
ftraint and abfence, the houfe was quiet; but as
foon as ever he came back at liberty, the diftur-
bance reafflumed. He had been a foldjer under
Cromwell, and ufed to talk much of gallant books
he had of an old fellow who was accounted a wi-
zard. Upon this circumflance I fhall here add a

ﬂOl‘y 3
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~ ftory 3 which relation, tho’ feemingly on other
-matters; yet relate to the main purpofe.

Mr. Hill, the gentleman who was with me
at the houfe, being in company with one Comp-
ton, of Somerfetthire, who practifed phyfick,
and pretends to ftrange matters, related to him
this ftory of Mr. Mompeflfon’s difturbance,
‘The doctor told him, he was fure it was nothing
but a rendezvous of witches, for an hundred
pounds he would undertake to rid the houfe of
all difturbances. In this difcourfe he falked of
many high things, and having drawn my
friend into another room privately, faid he,
Would make him fenfible he could ¢o fomething
more than ordinary; and afked him, Who he
defired to fee. Mr. Hill had no great confi-
dence in his talk, but yet being earneftly
prefled to name fome one, he faid, He defired
to {ee no one fo much as his wife, (who was
then many miles diftant from them) at her
‘home. Upon this Compton took up a looking
glafs that was in the room, and fetting it down
again, bid.him look in.it; he did {fo, and there
he folemnly and ferioufly profeflfeth he faw the
exalt image of his wife in that habit which fhe
then wore, and working at her needle in fuch
~apart of the room (there reprefented alfo) _in
which, and about which time fhe really was;
as he found, upon enquiry, when he came home':
. Fhis he averred to me, and he is a very fober,
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intelligent, and credible perfon.' r-Com;'Stfon' had
no knowledge of him before, and was an utter
ftranger to the perfon of his wife, and was ac-
counted by-all a ey odd perfon. ‘ 5

To the above rclatnon we fhall f{ubjoin the
copxes of two letters wrote by Mr. Mompefion;
the one to Mr. Glanville ; the other to Mr. Col-
lins, in confirmation of the premiles. That to
Mr. Glanville was thus : 3 |

WorTHY SIR,
“ “Eeting with Dr. Pierce accidentally at
« | W B  Sir Robert Button’s, he acquainted
“ me with fomething that pafled between my
¢ ] ord R——— and yourfelf, about my trou-
¢« ble, &c. to which having but little leifure,
¢ 1 do give you this account'; that 1 have beea
¢ very often of late afked the queftion, whether 1
‘¢ have not confefled to his Majefty, or any other,
¢ a cheat difcovered about that affair; to which
¢« I gave, and fhall to my dying day give the
¢¢ fame an{wer ; that ‘I muft belye myfelf and
¢« perjure myfelf alfo, to acknowledge a cheat
‘¢ in a thing, where I am fure there was none,
‘¢ nor couli. be any; as I, the minifter of ‘the
¢ place, ' and two other honeft gentlemen' de-
¢t pefed at the affizes, upon my mifpleading
¢ the drummer : if the world will not believe it,
¢ it fhall be mdlfferent to ey praymtr God to
| 5 keep

g
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§s kcep mc from the fame, or the like affliction.
«¢ And altho’ I am fure this moft damnable, lye
<¢ do pafs for current among fome fort of pcople
- &< in the world, invented only, I think, to .fup-
~ << prefs the being either of ;God or devil;
<t yet I queftion not but the thing obtams credit
¢ enough among thofe -whom I defire fhould
¢¢ entertain ;a .more chantablc oleon of .me,
<¢ than to_ be any way :a devife, of, it only to
< be  talked of in the world, to my own. dif-
<-advantage and _reproach, of Wthh fort I
<< reckon you one, and reit in ha{’ce, !

S1R,
| Your obhged humble fervant, v
% > o ’ : '
Now. 8 “3‘;72 ¢ ;. J_o.._. _MOMP-EbSON.

The lctter to Mr Collms was in thcfe termss:

S 1 R ,_ "

RECCIVCd yours and had leen you an ear-

lier anfwcr had not i beén. prevented by
«« fome journeys.: I now have given you thiss
«¢ That as to any addltxonal part of the ﬂ:ory, |
«¢ thall not trouble ,you, with at prefent, not
¢¢ knowing what is already publifhed, or o-
«¢ mitted, in regard I have not any of Mr. Glan-
<¢ yille’s books by me; I never had but one,
<« which was the laft year borrowed of me for the
<« ufe of the Lord Hollis, and is not yet re-
« turned : but as to the bufinefs of the aflizes
s (whmh is likely to work moft on the publick)

R YRS | L bccaufc:
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¢ becaufe the evidence was given on oath, I
¢¢ fhall here enlarge it to you.

¢« When the drummer was efeaped from his
“¢c exile, which he was fentenced to at Gloucefter
¢ for felony, I took him up, and procured his
¢« commitment to Salifbury jail, where I in-
< di€ted him as a felon, for this fuppofed
<c witchcraft about my houfe. - When the fellow
<< faw me in earneft, he fent to me from the
<¢ prifon; that he was very forry for my afflic-
<« tion; and, if I would procure him leave to
¢« come to my houfe, in the nature of an harveft
“ man, he did not queftion, but he fhould do
¢ me good as to that affair: to which I fent
anfwer, I knew he could do me no good in
« any honeft way, and therefore rejected it:
¢¢« The affize came on, where I indi€ted him
< on the ftatute primo Facobi, Cap. 12, where
© ¢ you may find, that to feed, employ, or reward
«< any evil {pirit, isfefony. And the indié&tment
¢¢ againft him was, that he did, quendum malum
<< [piritum negotrare. The grand jury found the bill
¢ ypon the evidence, bur* thée perty jury acquitted
< him, but not without fome difficulty. Theevi-
<¢ dence, upon oath, were myfelf, one Mr. Wil-
¢ Jiam Mafon, one Mr. Robert Dowfe, all yet
““lriving, and, I think, of ds good repute as any
¢« in this county; and one Mr. John Craig,
¢ then minifter of the place, but fince dead.
¢« We all depofed things that were impoffible to

(o]

€

¢ be done by any natural agents ; as the motiom .
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“¢ of chairs, ftools and bedfteads, nobody being

““ near them, the beating of drums in the air

¢ over the houfe, in clear nights, and nothing
¢ vifible: the fhaking of the floor and {trongeft
¢ part of the houfe in ftill and calm nights,
““ with feveral other things of the like nature,

““and that by other evidence, was applied to
& him.

¢ For fome going out of thefe parts to Glou-
¢¢ cefter, whillt he was there in prifon, and
““ vifiting him, he afked them what news in
“ Wilts, to which they replied, they knew none.
“ No! fays the drummer, Did you net hear of a
‘“ gentleman’s ‘houfe that was troubled 'with the
¢¢ beating of drums; they told himagain, if that
* were news they heard enough of thar. Ay,
““ fays the drummer, it was becaufe he took
“ my drum from me; if he had not taken away
‘““ my drum, that trouble had never befallen
*“ him, and he thall never have his quiet again

“tll I bhave my drum, or fatisfaion from
e R, '

“This was depofed by one Thomas Avis,
¢ fervant to one Mr. Themas Sadler, of North
““ Wilts; and thefe words had like to have coft
** the drummer his life. For elfe altho” the thing
¢ was ever {o true, it could not be rightly ap-
¢¢ plied to him more than to any other. I fhall
*¢ only add, the before mentioned witnefies were

“ neigh~
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- nerghbours, and depofed, that they& heatrd ana

¢ faw ‘thefe thlngs almoft every day or mght?

<¢ for ‘many months together; as to the fculp-

¢ ture you intend, you beit underftand the ad-
““ vantage, I'think it needlefs; and thofe words,

“you'" Jhall’ bave drmnmmg enough, is more than
I 'heard him fpeak. I reft
Your loving friend,

Jo. MowmpEsson.

Ofa Houfe haunted at STRATFIORD
| Bow. s

or more, being to travel, from Lon-
don into Effex, and to pafs through Bow, at

the requeﬂ: of a friend, "he called at .a houfe

there, which began then to be dlfqmeted but not
any thmcr much remarkable yet, unlefs of a
young 011‘1 who was pluck’d by the thigh by

a cold haf]d in her bed, who died i in a few days .

after.

Some  weeks after this, Hig occafions call’d
him back, he paﬁEd by the fame houfe again,
but had no defign to give them a new' vifit, he
having done that not long before; but it hap-
pening that the woman of the houfe ftood at the
door, he thought himfelf engaged to ride up to

‘her

-

Cértain gentleman about thlrty ytars ago |




~ her, and afk her how fhe did: To which fhe
‘anfwered, with a {orrowful countenance, tha
tho® fhe was in her able health, yet things
- very ill with them; their houfe being extremely

L.sd3 3h

nat
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haunted, efpecially above ftairs, o that they
were forced to keep in the lower room ; there
were fuch flinging of things up and down, of
ftones and bricks thro’ the window, and putting
all in diforder: but he could fcarce forbear
laughing at her, giving fo littde credit to fuch
ftories himfelf, and thought it was only the

tricks of fome unhappy wag to make fport to

themfelves, and trouble to their neighbours.

Well, faid fhe, if you will but ftay a while,

‘you may chance to fee fomething with your own

€yes; and indeed he had not ftaid any confider-
able time with her in the ftreet, but the window

of an upper room open’d of itfelf (for they of
the family took it for granted there was nobody
above ftairs) and out came a . piece of ah old
wheel thro’ it, and prefently clap’d too again:
a little while after it fuddenly flew open again,
and out comes a brick-bat, which enflamed the

gentleman with a more eager defire to fee what
..the marter was, and difcover the cheat; and
" therefore he boldly refolved, if any one would
go up with him, he would ge into: the chamber,
‘but none prefent durft accompany him : yet the
‘keen defire of difcovering the ‘cheat, made him

venture alone into the room s into which, when

D | he
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_he was come, he faw the bedding, ch'é‘irs,_
flools, candlefticks, and bedfteads, with all

the furniture, rudely fcattered on the floor, but
upon fea‘;%‘-‘,..___.__\_ found no meortal in the room ;

— Well, ﬁé ftaid there a while to fee the con-
fequence s anon a beditead begins to move, and
turn itfelf a good while upon its toe, and at laft

fairly laid itfelf down again. The curious fpec-
tator, when he had obferved it to lay ftill awhile,

fteps to it, views it, whether any ftring or hair
was tied to it, or whether there was any hole or
‘button, to faften fuch a ftring to, or any hole
or ftring in the cieling above; but, after fearch,
he found not the leaft fufpicion of any fuch
thing.—He retired to the window again, to ob-
ferve a little longer what may fall out, anon,
another bedftead arifes from off the ground of
its own accord, higher into the air, and feems
to make towards him. He now began to think
there was fomething more than ordinary in the
bufinefs, and prefently makes to the door with
all fpeed, and, for better caution, fhuts it after
him, which was prefently open’d again, and
fuch.a clatter of chairs, f{tools, candlefticks and

bedpofts fent after him down ftairs, as if they

intended to have maimed him; but their motion
was fo moderated, that he recetved no harm:
but by this time he was abundantly affured, that

it was not mere womanifh fear, or fuperftition,
that affrighted the miftrefs of the houfe; and

while in a low room he was talking with the
‘ famﬂy

i
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family about thefe things, he faw a tobacco pipe
rife from a fide table (nobody being nigh) and
fly to the other fide of the room, and break it-
- felf againft the wall: for his further confirs
mation, thatit was neither the tricks of wags,
nor the fancy of a woman, but the mad frolicks
of witches and dazmons, which they of the
houfe being fully perfuaded of, roafted a bed-
ftead, upon which an old woman, a fufpected
witch came to the houfe, and was apprehended,
but efcaped the law; and the houfe was
afrerwards fo ill haunted, in, all the rooms,
upper and lower, that it ftood empty a Iong
while after. — This ftory was written by Dr.
More, who déclares he had it from the mouth
of Dr. Gibbs, a prebendary of Weftminfter,
who was the perfon that was ar the baunted
houfe, at Bow, and faw the motion of the bed-
fteads, - tobacco pipe, &c. and that Paul Fox,
was the man who inhabited the faid houfe.

- T'hree nights difturbance at a koufe in Soper
L.ane, London, in Auguft 1661, Mr. Andrew
| Pafchal, fellow of Queen’s College, Cam-
J bridge, gives the following narrative of three
nights dilturbance at his father’s houfe, in Soper
I.ane, London,

h The firft night’s difturbance: There was in
'i _f'amﬂy my father and mother, my eldeft brother,
\and ‘one: of my filters, with a young maiden

Da: - geatle~
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gentlewoman, her bed fellow (who feemed to be
principally concerned) befides a maid that lay in
the {fame chamber. The gentlewoman before men-
tioned being in bed with my fifter, in a chamber
within that where my father and mother lay,

the maid lying in another bed alone,  there
feemed to her, then lying awake, to be one

walking in the chamber, by a noife made of a
long gown, or fome trailing garment, bruthing
and fweeping up and down the room. By and
by there was a noife of clattering of their thoes,
under the bed, with a fcratching and tugging
of the mat, under the bed likewife ; this con-
tinued for fome time: my filter being awakened,
heard it, fo did the maid; after this my
mother being called out of the next chamber,
where fhe was up (to prepare a chymical water
which required their being up all night) came
in, they being in a great fright: my brother
went up alfo, he being not gone to bed: a
candle was brought, and the noife ceafed while
they were in the chamber. Prefently after they
were gone out again, and the light removed,
the chamber door (which fhuts with difficulty)
flew too with a great bounce, it being wide
open before, it fhook the room where my
mother was bufied about the aforefaid prepa-
ration. After this one of the fhoes by the bed
{ide was flung over the bed, with a mighty
force, againit a prefs that flood on the other
fide; this put them to fuch a fright again,

that
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that the gentlewoman arofe. My brother went
into. the room again, and fat up with them
all night. This I received from my brother,
who came to bed to ‘me (which, by reafon
of fome illnefs, had gone to bed firft in the
family) early the next morning. I was con-
firmed in it afterwards by my mother, upon
whofe bare affertion I dare confidently believe
any thing that thall be related.

The {econd night’s difturbance: the next
evening, as we fat at {fupper, we all héard a great
noife above in the chamber, at the end of the
houfe, as it were flinging chairs and ftools
about the room, or removing of great trunks
and going up to fee, all was flill till we came
down again. However, the gentlewoman re-
folved to go to bed again that night in the
- {ame chamber: my fifter went to bed with her,
and the reft to their lodgings, only my bro-
ther and I, who were refolved to fit up fome
time, and expect the event: within a while we
heard them knock earneftly above; we went
both up; they told us there had been the fame
difturbance as the night before, and fomething
more ; for befides the tugging of the mat under
the bed, the bed cloaths upon them were often
tugged and pulled, infomuch, that they were
obliged to held them hard with their hands
to keep them from being pulled off: all was

quiet for a little time while we were in the
D3 ' chamber



38 ] :

chamber with alicht; but we were no fooner
out of it, but the noife under the bed, tugging
of the matt, pulling off the bed cloaths; began
acain; moreover, fomething came into the
bed, which the gentlewoman faid ran upon her
by decrees and feemed little and foft like a
mole ; - upon this fhe cried out, and we came
in again with a candle, then all was {lill again.

We retired often with the candle, and pre-
fently the Jame difturbance returned, together
with a low whifpering noife in many places
about the bed, but chiefly towards the bed’s
head, which we all heard, ftaying in the
chamber; and removing the candle into the
next roomy my father and mother arofe, and
there were none of us but heard «ll or moft part
of this, but nothing appeared to us; the things
was conticually moving or flirring in fome part
or other of the bed, and was commonly at
the feet, were it came up at firft: at laft it
came to that boldnefs, that it would make the
famie difturbance while the candle was in the
chamber, if but a little thaded behind the door,
{o that we could fometimes fee the cloaths pulled
and tugged; and we frequently faw it heave
and lift up the cloaths towards the feet in a
little hill or rifing, which both my brother
and I clap’d our hands upon, perceiving it to
move; and alfo making a little clacking noife,
which cannot any more thap=the former whifs

i y
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- pering be exprefled in writing; we could not
perceive any more than the cloaths: as
often as we faw them fo moved and hea-
- ved up, the fhoes were laid upon the bed’s
teafter. The fecond night, to prevent the
noife, which was made with them the night
before, and whillt we were ftanding talking
in the chamber, one of the fhoes flew off, and
~ hit me lightly on the head, my hat being on;
and another came prefently tumbling down after
it, wnone ftirring the bed. Afterwards the a-
forefaid little thing came upon the gentlewoman,
{o frequently, that if we were but the leaft re-
moved, fhe could not be quiet in her bed:
thea fhe fat up in her bed, with a mantle about
her head, which, when we were retired, was
pulled at as ifit would have been plucked from
her; whereupon fthe cried out again, and I
came into the chamber again, and it was defired
to hold faft upon the mantle about her, which,
notwithftanding upon removal of the candle,
was tugged hard again, which I very fenfibly
perceived ; whereupon we perceiving no cefla-
tion, my brother and 1 continued in the cham-
ber all that night till break of day, with a
candle in the room: The tugging of the matt
under the bed, the heaving of the cloaths about
the feet, and the other whifpering noife conti-
nuing till day light appeared, there was {carcely

any of us, efpecially fhe herfelf, that did not

conjure the whifperer, by the moft facred ..
T D DAMmMess
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names, to fpeak out and tell us its intent, bue

nothing was to be feen, nor any anfwer made.

The- third  night’s . difturbance : the gentle-
woman, refolved now to change her chamber,

to try if the difturbance would follow. She did

fo, my fifter ftill accompanying her, my brother
fat up as before, below, expe&ling again what
would follow: = the fame noife was heard this
third night, as the night before above in the
chamber. . We had not fat long below before
we were “fummoned up with loud knockings
again; they were in the fame cafe as before,
if not worfe; awhile after they were in bed in
this other chamber, there was a clattering heard
at the door; prefently the fame noife under
the bed, the {fame heaving of the cloaths, and
the fame whifpering as before; but about mid-
night, the thing which came up into the bed
before, came now fo often with fuch ungrateful
ﬂcipiaing up and down upon her, that {he often
{hrieked and cried out: it feem’d cold, and
{mooth as fhe related; and would commonly
come in at her feet, and run all upon her by
her fide,  to her fhoulder: once fhe defired
me to put my hand on her back, near her
thoulder blade as feeling it, then juft come up
thither; I did fo on a fudden, and there {cemed
a cold blaft or puff of wind to blow upon my

hand juft as I clapt it on her; and one thing

more remarkable was this, when the whifpering
* was

< e _’:'I s
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~ was heard at the bed’s head, after we had many

times in vain conjured it to {peak, and tell
us the intent of its whifpering and difturbances;
1 fpoke to it earneftly to fpeak out, or whifper loud-
er. Hereupon it hiffed out much louder than be-
fore, but nothing intelligible to be underftood ; at
laft this difturbance, with the thing in the bed
being no longer tolerable to the gentlewoman,
my mother arofe (lying in the next chamber,
and hearing their perplexity) came into her
chamber, and prayed fome time at her bedfide,
juft by her, whereupon it pleafed God, within
a very fhort time after to remove all thofe noifes;
and that which difturbed her after that night,
I cannot tell certainly, that there has been any
thing of that nature heard in the houfe. |

Mr. Jermin's Story of a Houfe
haunted. /

N E Mr. Jermin, Minifter of Bigmer, in
Suflex, going to fee a fifter of his wife’s,

found her very melancholy; and afking her the
reafon, fhe replied, you fhall kno#w to morrow
morning. When he went to bed there was two
maids accompanied him into his chamber, and
the next day he underftood that they durft not
go into any room in the houfe alone. In the
night, while he was in bed, he heard the
¥ tram-
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trampling of many upon the leads _over-‘fi-j'h'is

head ; and after that, the going off of a gun,
upon which followed a great filence: then they
came {wiftly down ftairs into bis chamber,

‘where ‘they fell a ruftling and tumbling each
other down, and fo continued a great while:

after they were quiet, they fell a whifpering,
and made a great buz, of which he could under-
ftand nothing: then one called at the door, and
faid, Come away, day is broke; upon which they
ran up ftairs as faft as they could drive, and
fo heard ne more of them,

In the morning his brother and fifter came to
him, and fhe faid, now, brother, you know why
I am fo melancholy. After fhe had aftked him
how he had flept, he anfwered, I never refted
worfe in all my life; having been difturbed a
great part of the night with tumbling and noifes:
fhe complained,” that her hufband would force
her to live there, notwithftanding their being

continually difturbed; whereupon her hufband

anfwered, theis diflturbances never did them
any other mifchief.

At dinner they had a phyfician with them,
an acquaintance. Mr. Jermin difcourfing about
this diflurbance, the phyfician anfwered alfo,
that never any hurt was done, of which he gave
this inftance ; that dining one day at the gentle-

inan’s houfe, there came a man on horfeback
- : into

i
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into the yard, in mourning: a fervant went to

~ know what was his bufinefs, and found him fit-

ting very melancholy, but could get no anfwer
from him. The mafter of the houfe and he, the
phyfician, came to fee who it was ; upon which
the man clapt {fpurs to his horfe, and rode into
the houfe up ftairs, into a long gallery, whither
the phyfician followed him, and faw him wvanifh
in a fire at the upper end of the gallery: but
tho’ none of the family received hurt at any
time, yet Mr. Jermin fell into a fever with
the difturbance he experienced, that endangered
his life. Dr. Scott, author of the chriftian hfe,
heard the ftory from Mr. Jermin.

-y

An Account of a haunted Houle.

In a LETTER to Mr. G. CLARK,
to Mr. M. T

SIR,
Send you here a relation of a very memo-
_ rable piece of witchcraft, which would
¢« it Mr. Moor gallantly. 1 firft heard the
¢ ftory related to Sir Juftitian Itham, by a
¢ reverend minifter of his own experience. Sir
¢¢ Juftitian would have had me gone to the
<¢ place, which I could not then do; but a
¢¢ little after going to vifit a friend, not think-
¢ ing of this, my friend wold me the ftory, the
¢¢ place being near him; and the principal man
¢¢ con-

€<
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concerned in the ftory, being a relation of his,
and one that I mylelf had fome acquaintance
with, 'he had occafion to go to his man’s
houfe for fome deeds of land, and I went with

him for fatisfation touching this ftory, which
I had to the full, and in which I could not

 but acquiefce, tho’ otherwife I am very hard

to believe paflfages of this nature.

<¢ The ftory is this; at Welton, within a
mile of Daventry, in Northamptonthire, there
lived together, widow Cowley, the grand-
mother ; widow Stiff the mother, and two
daughters: at the next houfe but one lived
another widow Cowley, fifter to the above
widow Cowley ; Mofes Cowley, my acquain-
tance, her fon, and Mofes’s wife, baving a
good eftate in land of their own, and very
civil and orderly people; thefe three told me,
that the younger of the two daughters, ten
years of age, vomited in lefs than three days
three gallons of water, to their great admira-
tion; after this, the elder girl comes running
to tell them, that now her ﬁﬁer began to vo-
mit ftones and coals ; they went, and were eye
witnefles ; told them till they came to 500,
fome weighing a quarter of a pound, and
were fo big that they had enough to do to
get them out of her mouth: and he profefied
to me, that he could'fcarce get the like into

his mouth ; and I do not know how he fhould,
| o, 1f

o
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¢ if they were fo big as he fthew’d the like to
me. I have fent you one, but nota quarter fo
big as fome of them. were;: it is one of.the
“¢ biggeft of them that were left, and kept in
5 2 bags; and this vomiting lafted about a fort-
¢ night, and hath witnefles enough. . In the mean
‘¢ time they threw hards of flax upon the fire,
““ which would not blaze, tho’ blown, but dwind-
““ led away;; the bed cloaths would be thrown off
¢¢ the -bed.. Mofes Cowley told me, .that he
¢ laid. them on again feveral times, they all
¢ going out of the room ; and go but inte the
parlour, and they went off again: and a
¢¢ ftrike of wheat ftanding at the bed’s: feet, fet
¢¢ it how:they would, it would be thrown down
““ again : once the coffers and. things were fo
¢ tranfpofed, as they could fcarce {tir about the
‘“ room : once he laid a bible upon the bed,
e but the cloaths were thrown off again, and
¢ the bible hid in another bed; and when they
<< were all gone into the parlour, as they ufed
“¢to do together, then the things would. be
¢ tranfpofed in the hall: their wheel taken in
‘¢ pieces, .and part of it thrown under the table
¢ in their buttery : their milk will be taken off
¢¢ the table, and fet on the ground; and- once
‘“one pan was broken, and the milk fpilledy .
¢ 3 feven pound weight, with aring, was hung‘if‘f-
¢ upon a figott ; and the beer mingled with {and,
¢¢ and all {poiled; and their falt mingled moft
s¢ perfectly. with bran.

[ 39
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¢¢ Mofes’s mother faid, their flax was thrown
““out of a box; fthe put it in again, it was
““ drawn out againj; fhe put it in again, and
¢ locked the box, trying by the hafp, or lid,
“ whether it was faft; it was fo, but as foon as
¢ her back was turned, the box was unlock’d,
““and the flax was thrown out again. Mofes
¢“faid, that when he was coming out' of the
¢ parlour, he faw a loaf of bread tumbling
¢ off the form, and that was the frft thing he
“faw: after a woman’s patten rofe up in the
““ houfe, and was thrown at them; he heard
¢ the comb break in the window, and prefently
‘it flew in two pieces: a knife rofe up in the
““window and flew at a man, hitting him with-
‘¢ the hafp: an ink glafs was thrown out of the
“ window into the floor, and by and by the
“ ftopple came after it: then every day abun-
“ dance of ftones were thrown about the houfe, .
*“ which broke the windows, and hit the people;
“ but they were the lefs troubl:d, becaufe all
«¢ this while no hurt was done to their perfons;
¢¢ and a great many people being in the room,
¢¢ the wheat was thrown about amongft them.

¢« 1 was in the houfe where I faw the win-
¢¢« dows, which were ftill broken; and the
¢ people themfelves thew’d me where the fe-
¢¢ veral particulars were done. The grand-mo-
ther told me, fhe thought the had loft half

¢ a firike of wheat; and the like happened to
¢¢ fome

<
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‘¢ fome vetches in the barn. One Mr. Robert
““ Clark, a gentleman, being hit with the
¢ ftones, bid the baker at the door look to his
¢ bread well; and by and by a handfull of
¢ crumbs were thrown into his lap; they could
‘¢ fee the things, but no more: at laft fome
‘¢ that were fufpected for witches were examined,
¢¢ and one of them fent to jail, where it was faid
¢¢ fhe played her pranks, but that is of doubtful
‘“ credit. I afked the old woman, whether they
““ were free now ? She faid, that one night fince
‘¢ they heard great knockings and cruel noifes,
‘“ which fcared them worfe than all the reft,
““and once or twice that week, her cheefes
““ were crumbled into pieces and fpoiled. I
*“ was there about May Day 1658 : this is all I
“* remember at prefent. 1 have heard feveral
¢ other ftories, and two or three notable ones
‘¢ lately from men’s own experience; which,
¢ in reafon, I was to believe as I did ; but, in
‘“ my judgement, this out-goes all that I know
““ of ; it having fo much of fenfe, and of the
‘“ day time, fo many and fo credible witneffes,
‘¢ beyond all cavil and exception. I will trouble
‘“ you no farther, but recommend you to the
L prote&ion of God Almighty. I take my leave,
¢ and reft

' Yours,

Lobpincron, (G. CLarKk.
May 22, 16c8. | i

Dr.



[ B 4] g

Dr. ProT’s Narrative of what hap-—_

pen’d at Woodftock 1640; when
the Commifliconers for furveying the

Manor Houfe, Park, Deer, Woods,
&c. {at and lodged there.

H E commiffioners, O¢tober 13, 16493

with their fervants, being come to the
manor houfe, they took up their lodging in the
:king’s own room ; the bed chamber, and the
withdrawing room; the former whereof they
alfo made their kicchen ;. the council hall, their
brewhoufe, the chamber of prefence, their
place of fitting to difpatch bufinefs, and a wood-
‘houfe. Of the dining room, where they laid
the wood of that ancient ﬁandard in the high
park, known of all by the name of the klno-s
oak ; which (that nothing might remain that
had the name of king affixed to it) they digged
up by the roots. OCtober 14th and i15th they
had little difturbance; but on the 16th there
came, as they thought, fomcthing into the
bed chamber (where two of the commiffioners
and there fervants lay) in the fhape of a dog,
- which going under their beds, did, as it were,
gnaw their bed cords: but, on the MmOorrow,
finding them whole, and a quarter of beef
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#vhich lay on the ground untouched, they began
to entertain other thoughts.

Ocltober 17. Something to their thinking
removed all' the wood of the king’s oak, out
of the dining room ianro the prefence cham-
ber, and hurled the chairs and ftools up and
down that room; from whence it came into the
two chambers where the commiflioners and their
fervants lay, and hoifted wp their beds feer,
fo much higher than their heads, that they
thought they fhould have been over and over;
dnd then let them fall down with fuch a
force, that their bodies rebounded from the
bed a good diftance, and then fhook the bed-
ftead fo violently, that themfelves confefled

their bocies were fore with it. ‘

C&ober 18. Something cameé into the bed
chamber, and walked up and down; and fetch-
ing the warming pan, made fo much noife,
that they thought five bells could not have
rhade more,

O&ober 14. Trenchers were thrown up and
down the dining room, and at them' that lodged
there; whereof one of them being fhook by the
fhoulder and awaken’d, put forth his head, to
fee what was the mratter, but had trenchers

thrown at him. | 3

E Q&ober
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O&ober 2zo. The curtains of the bed

the withdrawing room, were drawn to and fro,
and the bedftead much fhaken, and eight great
pewter dithes, ‘and three dozen of trenchers
thrown about the bed chamber again: this night
they alfo thought whole armfuls of the wood
of the king’s oak had been thrown doewn in
their chambers, but of that in the morning they
found nothing had been moved. |

. O&aber 21. The keepér of their ordinary,
and his bitch, lay in one of the rcoms with

them, which night they were not difturbed at
all.

Oc¢tober 22. Tho’ the bitch kennel’d there
again, to whom they alcribed their former
nights reft, both they and the bitch were
in a pltlful taking ; the bitch opening but once,
and that with a whining fearful yelp.

Oober 23. They had all their cloaths
plucked off their bed, in the withdrawing room,

and the bricks fell out of the chimney into the
room.

The twenty-fourth, they thought in the
dining room, that all the wood of the king’s
oak had been brought in thither, and tthWD

down by their bedﬁde, which noife bémg heard
by thofe in the withdrawing room, one of them

arofe

’
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arofe to fee what was done, fearing, indeed;
that his fellow commiffioners had -been killed,
but found no fuch macter ;  whefeup on' returnl-
ing' to his bed again, he found two dozen of
- trenchers shrown intd it, and handiomly covered
- with the bed cloaths,

Oélober 25. The cartains oF the bed, . in
the withdrawing room,’ were drawn to and fro,
and ‘the bedftead fhaken as before’s and in the
bed chamber, glafs flew abour o th}c (and yet
nat d pane of the chamber windows broken) thart
they thought it rained mione v 3 whereupon they
lighted candles, buty to their grief, they found

bothwg b ut frlafs.

October 29. Something walked in the with-
drawing room about an. hour, and going to.
the window, omend and  fhut it: then going
into the bed chamber, it threw great {tones for
about halt an hour together, fome whereof lighted
on the high bed, others on the truckle bed,
to the number in all of above fouricore. Thig
nigat. there was alfo a very great noife, as if
forty pzeces of ordnarice wa$ thot off together;
at two feveral knecks ; it aftonifthed a.’l th::
newhbourmo- dwellersy,” which, it is thought;
micht have been heard a great way off, - Du‘rincf
'%“thefe noifes, which were heard in both rocms
| together, both commiffioners and fervants were
'ﬁ'rqck with fo great a horror, that they c;.ed,
E 2 cut
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_noife ‘continued {o great, and {fo terrible,

P g ]

out one to another for help; whereof one -of
them recovering himfelf out of a ftrange a-
gony he had been in, - -{natched up a fword,
and had like tc have killed one of his brethren,
coming out of his bed in his fhirt, whom he
took for the fpirit that did the mifchief. How-
ever, at length, they got all together; yet the
and
theok the walls fo much, that they thought the
whoele manor would have fallen on their heads :

at its departure it took all the glafs away with
it.

November 1. Something as they thought,
walked up and down the withdrawing room,
and then made a noife in the dining room. The ..
itones that were left before, and laid up in the
wzthdrawmcr room, were all fetched away this

night and a great deal of glafs (not like the former)
thxown about again: near two o’clock came fome- -
thing into the withdrawing room, treading, as
they conceived, much like a bear, which, atfirft
only walked about a quarter of an hour; at
length it made a noife about 'the tables, and
threw the warming pan fo viotently, that it
quite {poiled it; it threw alfo glafs, and oreat
ftones at them again, and thz bones of horfes,
and all {o violently, that the bedftead and walls
were bruifed by them. This night they fet
candles all about the rooms, and made fires u
to the mouth of the chxmneys, but; all were put

T et
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out, nobody knew how; the fires and billet
- that made ’em being thrown about the rooms:
the curtains torn wu'h their rods from the beds,
and the bed’s poits pulled away ; that the teafter
fell down upon them, and the foot of the bed-
ttead cloven in two: and upon the fervants, in
the truckle bﬁd who lay all this time {weating
for fear, there was firft a little, which made
them begin to flir; but before they could get -
out, there came a bowl as if it were of ftinking
ditch water, down upon them, fo green, that
it made their fhirts and fheets of the fame co-
lour too. The fame night the windows were
all. broke, . by throwing of ftones; and there
were meit terrible nmfcs in three feveral places
together, to the extraordinary wonder of all
who lodged near them; nay, the very coney
ftealers that were abroad that night were fo
affrighted, with the difmal thundering, that fo,
hafte they left their ferret (in the coney burrows)
behind them, beyond Rofamond’s Well: Not-
withftanding all this, one of them had the bold-
nefs to afkk, in the name of God, what it was,
what it would have, and what they had done,
. that they fhould be difturbed in this manner:
to which no anfwer was given, but the noife
ceafed for. a while: at length it came again,
and as all of them faid, brought feven devils
worfe than itfelf: whereupon one of them
lighted a candle again, and fet it between the
two chambers, in the door way: on which

g ~ anothes
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anpther- fixing his eyes, faw the fimilitude af'
a hoof, ftriking the candle and candleftick into

the midft of the bed, making three ferapes on

the fnuff to put it out: upon this the fame

rerfon was fo bold, as to draw his fword, but

he had fcarce gou it out but there was another

inviﬁblé hand had held of it too, and tugged

with him for it; and prevailing, firuck him fo
violent with the pomel, that he was ftunn’d

with the blow : then began grievous noifes again,

infomuch that they cahed to cne another, and

being got together, they went inro the prefence

chamber, where they faid prayers, and fung

plalms, notwithftanding all which the thunder-

ing {lill continued in other rooms, After this,

November the third they removed their Iodging

over the gate, and next day, being Sunday, went

vto Ewelin, where, how they efcaped, the

authors of the relations know not ; “but returning
‘on Monday, the devil (for that was the name
they gave their nightly gueft) left them not va-
-wilited, nor on the  Tuefday follo‘vmrf which

was the laft day they ftaid chere. |

Thus -have' we given feveral inftances,” to
'i}mw that houfes have been fometimes haunted,
or difturbed by witches, d=zmons, or evil
{pirits, all which are fo Well attefted, as to ob-
viate every doubt, as to the reality of the faét
“relared, “dnd many others we could ‘have given,
equally ag_mendrk, but thefe, we apprehend, are

P .- fufﬁcmnc
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fufficient to convince the reader, that fuch things
are fometimes permitted to be done by thefe in-
vifible agents. 'We fhall now proceed to another
branch of witcheraft equally aftonithing.

— L i e W

Of . Guosrs; 5%Ecrres, and’
APPARITEIONS: |

i
o e
' -

rgHE 'apparition of the ghoft Bf Major Sy-
denham to Captain Dyke, in a letter of
Mr. James Douch, of Mongton, to Mr. Glan-
ville, ‘concerning the apparition of the ghoft of
Major George Sydenham (late of Dulverton, in
the county of Semerfet) to Capt. William Dyke,
late of Skilgate, in the faid county, deceafed ;
be pleafed to take the relation of ir, as I have it
from the worthy and learned Do&or Thomas
Dyke, a near kinfman of the captains; thus,
Shortly after the major’s death, the do&or came
to the houfe, o0 take care of a child that was there
fick ; and in his way thicther, he called on the
captain, wno was very willing to wait on him to
the nlace, becaufe he muft, as he ﬂ-xid', have gone
thither that night; tho’ he had not met with fo
encouraging an opportunity, aftrer their arrival ag >
the-houie ; and the civilities of the people thewn
them in that entertainment, they were {eafonably
condulted to their lodging, which they defired.
might be t_oget_her in the fame bed ; where, after

Moy - they

s
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they had lain awhile, the captain knocked, and
bid the fervant bring him two of the largeft can-
dles hcrmeu he could ‘get ; whereyupon the doétor
enquires what he meant by this? The captain
an{wers, you know, coufin, whatdifputes the m%jor
and I have had touching the being of a God, and

the immortality of the foul, in which points ‘we

could never yet be refolved, tho” we fo much
fought for, and defired it ; and thercfore it was
at lenmh fully agreed between us, that which of

us who died firlt thould the third night, after his

i’L.I‘lCI'&] between the hours of twelve and one,

.come to the little houfe that 1s'here in'‘the cra"deﬂ,'

and thcre mve a fu i accoum to the furvwo:‘ touch-'

ing’ thefe matrers 3 who fhould be fureito ‘be
prefent there at the fet rime, fo receive a full fa-'

tisfa&tion 3 and this, fays the caprain, is the very
night, and Iam come on purpofe to fulfill my pro-
mlfe. The doftcr di fTuaded lnm, remmdmg him

T of the dancrer of followmcr fuch ﬁrarme counciis,

for which we could have no warrant; and that
the dev1l might, by fome cunmng devxfe, make
fuch an advant ave of this rafth ‘attempt, as m}crht
work his ruin: the captain repl:es, That he had
fo folemnly eng gf—d and that nothing fhould dxf—
courage him ; and qddgd thnt if the doctor would

~wake awhile with him, he would thank him, if

not, he might compofe hlrr*fcif to his reft’; but,
for his own part, he was refolved to watch, that
be might be fure to be prefent ar the hour ap-
pom&u to that purpole he fet hlS watch by‘
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him, and as foon as he perceived by it that it was
half an hour paft eleven, he rifes, and takes a
candle in each hand, goes out by a back door of
which he had before procured the key, and walks
‘to the garden houfe, where he continued two
hours and a half, and, at his return, declared,
That he had neither {een nor heard any thing
more than what was ufual, Burl know, faid
he, that my major would {urely have come had
he been able.

_About {ix weeks after the captain rides to
~Erton, to place his {on a {cholar there ; when the
doéor went thither with him ; they lodged there
at an inn, the fign of the Chriftopher, and ftaid
two  or three nights; not lying together now as
before at Dulverton, but in two {everal chambers ;
the morning before they went thence, the captain
{taid in his chamber longer than he was wont to
do, before he called upon the doétor. At length
he comes into the doctor’s chamber, but in a
vifage and form much different from himfelf,
with his hair and eyes ftaring, and his whole body
{haking and trembling ; whereat the doétor won-
dering, prefently demanded, what is the matter,
coufin captam ? The captain replies, 1 have feen
my major ; at which the doctor {feem'ng to {mile,
the captain immediately confirms it, faying, if
ever I faw him in my life, I faw him now : and
then he. related to the doftor what had pafied,
thus ; this morning after it was light, one comes

' to
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to my bed fide, and fuddenly drawing back the
curtains, calls captain, captain (which was the
familiar term ‘the major ufed to call the captain’s
name by) to whom he replied, what, my majors
to which he returns, I could notcome at the time
appoiated, but I am now come to tell you, that
there is a God, and a very juft and terrible one ;
and if  you don’t turn over a new leaf (the very
expreflion as by the doftor was punétually re-
membred) you will find it fo; the captain pro-
~ ceeded ;. on the table by there lay a {word, which
the major' had formerly given me. Now, after
the apparition had walked a turn or two about
the chamber, he took up the fword, drew it our,
and finding it not {o clean and bright as it ought,
captain, captain, fays he, this fword did net ufe
to be kept after this manner when it was mine ;

after which words he fuddenly difappeared.  The

captain was not only thoroughly perfuaded of

what he had thus feen and heard, but,  from that
time, was obferved to be much affeCed with it
and the humour that before in' him was brifk
and jovial, was then ftrangely altered, infomuch,

that very little meatr would pafs down with him

at dinner, tho’ atthe raking leave of their friends,
there was a very hand{ome treat provided: it
was even oblerved, that what the captain had feen
and heard had a lafting influence upon him ; and
was judged by thofe who were well acquainted
with him, that the remembrance of this pafiage

ftuck clofe to -him, and that thofe words of his
i dead
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dead friend were frequently founding breath -

his ears, during the remainder -of his hie, Wthh
was about two years,

-

‘The Appearance of the Ghoft of Sir

GeorGe Virvisrs, Father to the

firft Duke of Buckingram. In 2

Pofticript to the foregoing Letter.

SIR,

€ SI?\JLE the writing of the premifes, a paflage
b concerning an apparition of Sir George
Villiers, giving warning of his fons (the Duke
~of Buckmgham 5) murder IS come into my
mind, which hath been afiured by a fervant-of
¢ the faid Dukes goingto Portfmouth (where he
“¢ was {tabbed by Iefton) the ghoft of his father,
¢¢ Sir George Villiers, appeared to one Parker
¢¢ (formerly his own fervant, butthen fervant ‘to
““ the Duke) in his morning gown, charging

&c
¢

€c

¢ Parker to tell his fon, that he fhould decline

¢ the employment and defign he was going upon,

$¢ he would certainly be murdered. I all\.er pro-

*“ mifed the apparition to do it, but necrle&ed it ;
¢ the Duke making preparations for his expe-
*¢ dition to Rochel, the apparition came again to

== Parker, taxmcr him very {everely for his breach

¢¢ of promife, requiring him not to delay the ac-
¢ quainting of his fon w;th__ the danger he was in,
| | Then
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« Then Parker, the next day, tells the Duke
¢¢ that his father’s ghoft had twice appeared to*
<¢ him, and had commanded him to give him
<¢ that warning : the duke flighted 1it, and told
<« him he was an old doating fool. That night
<< the apparition came to Parker a third time,
¢ faying, Parker, thou haft done well in warning
¢ my fon of his danger ; but tho’ he will not yet
<t believe thee, go to him once more, and teil

« him from me, by fuch a token, (meaning a

<¢ private token) which nobody knows but only

¢« he and myfelf, that if he will not decline this
¢« yoyage, fuch a knife as this is (pulling a long
«¢ knife from under his gown) will be his death.
<« This meflage Parker alfo delivered the next
<«¢ day to the duke, who, when he heard the
¢ private token, believed he had it from his fa-
¢ ther’s -ghoft, yet faid, that his honour was
¢« pow at ftake, and he could not go back from
- ¢¢ what he had undertaken, come life, come death.
¢« Thefe three feveral appearances of this appari-
«¢ tion to Parker, was always at midnight, when
¢¢ he was reading fome book : this fact Parker,
«¢ after the duke’s murder, communicated to his
¢t fellow fervant, Henry Ceeley, who told it to a
¢¢ reverend divine, a neighbour of mine, from
¢« whofe mouth 1 have it: this Henry Ceely has
¢« not been dead above zo years, and his habitation
<< for feveral years before liis death, was at North
¢« Currey, but three miles from this place ; my
< friend, the divine aforefaid, was an intimate ac-
| ¢ quaintance
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e quaintance of this Henry Ceeley, and aflures nite
¢ he was a perfon of known truth and integrity”.

N. B." This ﬂ:0'Iry is likewife related by the

Earl of Clarendon, in his hiftory of the civil
wWars. :

The Appearance of Mr. W\ATKIN-j-
son’s Ghoit, to his Daughter Top-
HaM. In a Letter of Mrs. Tay-

LoRr’s, of St. NotL’s, to Dr. Eze-
KIAS BURTON.

SIR,

(4 4

&€

B Y fervice to you and yourlady : now,

d according to your defire, I thall write
what my coufin told me : her name was Mary

Watkinfon ; her father did live in Smithfeld,
but fhe was married to one Francis Topham,
¢ and fhe did live in York, with her hufband,
°“ being an ill one, who had ftole her away a-
¢¢ gainft her parents confent, fo_that they could
‘“ not abide him, but fhe came often to them=
¢ and when fhe was left with him, upon their
¢ parting, fhe exprefs’d, that fhe fear’d fhe
‘¢ {hould never fee him more : he anfwered her,
¢¢ if he fhould die, if ever God did permit the
““ dead to fee the living, he would fee her.

€<
(44

&£C



(44

{16553

Now afrer he had been buried haif a yeat, ot

‘¢ a night when fhe was in bel, but could not
s ﬂeep, fhe heard mufick, and th(, chamber grew
¢ lighter and lighter ; and fhe being broad a-
<« wake, faw her father fland by her bedfide, and

£c

faid, Moll, did I not tell I would fee thee once

¢ again £ She called bim father, and talked of

(414
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many things ; and he bid her be patient; and
dutiful to her mother : and when fhe told him,

fhe had a child fince he died, he faid, that

would mot trouble her long; he bid her {peak
what fhe would now to ‘nm, for he muit go
at that time, he fhould never fee her_more,

till they met in the kingdom of heaven; fo

the chamber grew darker and darker, and he
was gone with mufick ; and fhe faid, the did
never dream of him, nor did ever fee any ap-
parition: of him - after; he was a very homzﬂ:
godly man, as far as I'can tell.” '

- The
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The Appearance of the Ghoft of
one Mr. Bower, of GurirLrorp,
‘to a Highwayman in Prifon. In
a Letter of Dr. Ezexias Bug-~
TON, to Dr. Fl. MorE.

# . BOUT ten years ago, one Mr. Bower,
= . an ancient man, living at Guilford, in
¢ Surry, was upon the highway, not far from
¢¢ that place, found barbaroufly murdered ; ha-
‘“ ving one great cut crofs his throat, almoft from
‘¢ ear to ear, and a wound down his breaft ; ‘he
¢ alfo came in ftooping, and holding his hand
““on his back ; thus he appeared, but faid no-
¢ thing : the thief calls to his two new compa-
““ nions, they grumbled at him, but made no
« anfwer.”

* In the morning he had retained fo lively an
“ impreflion of what he had feen, that he {poke
“.to them to the fame purpofe again, and they
‘* told him ’twas nothing but his fancy : .but he
¢ was {o fuily perfuaded of the reality of the ap-
“¢ parition, that he told others of it, and it came
¢ to the ears of my friend Mr. Reading; juftice

‘¢ of the peace in Surry, and coufia to the gen=
e tlcman that was murdered.”

¢ e
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¢« He immediately fent for the prifoner; and |
¢ afked him, in the firft place, whether he was
¢ born at, or lived about Guilford ? To which
<< he anfwered, no; fecondly, whether he knew
<¢ any thing of the inhabitants of that town, or
< of the neighbourhood? he replied, That he
<c-was a {tranger to all thereabout: then he en-
¢ quired if he ever heard of Mr. Bower? he
¢¢ {2id, no ; after this, he examined him for what
¢ caufe thofe two other men were committed ? to
¢ which he anfwered, He knew not ; but {fuppo-

< fed for fome robbery.”

<c Afrer thefe interrogatories, he defired hinr
¢t to tell him what he had feen in the night,
¢« which he immediately did, exaétly according
¢« to the relation he had heard, and 1 gave be-
¢ fore ; and withal defcribed the old gentleman
¢¢ {o- by his picked beard, and that he was (as he
¢¢ called it) rough on his cheeks, and that the
¢¢ hairs of his face were black and white : that
<« Mr. Reading faith, he himfelf could not have
¢ given a more exalt defcription of Mr. Bower
v than this was : he told the highwayman, that
¢ he muft give him his oath  (tho’ that would
fignify little from fuch a rogue) to which the
¢ man readily confented, and took his oath be-
¢« fore the juflice of all this.”

<

[ 5}
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¢ Mr. Reading, being a very difcreet mian,
concealed this ftory from the jury at the af-
fizes, as knowing this would be no evidence
according to law; however, the friends of the
murdered gentleman had been very inquifitive,
and difcovered feveral fufpicious circumftances;
one of which was, that one of thofe two men
had wafhed his cloaths, and that fome ftains of
blood remained. Another, that oné of them
bad denied that he ever heard Mr. Bower
was dead ; whereas he had in another place
confefled it two hours before. Upon thefe,
and fuch like evidences, thofe two men were
condemned and executed, but denied it to the
laft. But one of them faid, the eother could
clear him if he would, which the by-{tanders
underftood not.

<« After fome time, a tinker was hanged (where
the gentleman has forgot) who, at his death,
faid, that the murder of Mr. Bower, of Guil-
ford, was his greateft trouble, that he had a
hand in it 3 he confeflcd he firuck him a blow
on the back, which fetch’d him from his
horfe, and when he was down,; thofe other two
men were arraigned and executed for it, cug
nis throat, and rifled him.”

3 #

¢“« We proceed to the fecond ftory, which
4 M.,
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¢« Mr. Reading imparted to the doctor from the 0o

L

¢¢ aforefaid letter.”

The Appéaranc“e of a Ghoft of a
Man at Guirrorp, for the Re-
covery of a Ficld for his Child.

A N inhabitant of Guilford, who was poflef-
' fed of fome copyhold lands, which was to
-defcend to his children, or in default of {uch ifiue,
to his brother. He dies, leaving no child born,
and his wife appreheading herfelf not to be with
child, told her hufband’s brother, immediately
after her hufband’s death, fhe believed fhe was

not, but afterwards proved to be fo; which, when -

{he knew, fhe went, by the inftigation of neigh-
bours, to her brother, and told him how it was
with her. He rated her, called her whore, and
told her the had procured- fomebody to get her

with child, knowing that fuch a field muft be .

inherited by the pofterity of her hufband, but
her whoring fhould not feel'him out of that e-
ftate. The poor woman went home troubled,
not only that her child fhould ‘loofe the land,
but what was worfe, ‘that the fhould be thought
a whore ; however, fhe quieted herfelf, and re-
folved to fit down with the lofs.

et

When _



{ 6/ 1

I Wken her time came, fhe was delivered of a
-. fon, and he grew up; and one fummer’s night,
: as:[he was undrefling herfelf in the yard, her huf-
_. band appeared to her, and bid her g0 to his bro-
Jther and demand the field, which fhe did, but
| was treated very ill by him ; he told her, that
{neither fhe nor her devil (fof the told him her
JEhufband had appeared, and bid her fpeak to him)
§ thould make him forego his land. Whereupon
_ ﬂqe went home again, but fome time af’terwards,’
las her brother was going out of the field home-
{wards, the déad man appeared to him at the
yle, and bid him give up the land to his child,
ffor it was his right. The brother being greatly'.
frightened at this, runs away, and not long
after comes to her, and tells her (he had fent
the devil to him, bids her take the land, and o
bave it up, and her f‘on was pofl fled of it.
His name is Mashew, lived in the fervice of Mr.
Readin2’s brorher for fome years; but he has .
fforgot his furname, tho’ he knows him very
gwell.

F 7 ’f‘ﬁéf,
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The Appearance of the Ghoﬂ: of
Mrs. BReTTon, for the Recovery
of fome Lands to the Poor ; in a
Narrative fent to Dr. More, from
Epwarp Fowwrer, Prebendary of
GLOUCESTER, and u~fterwarcls Bi-

thop of that Dzof‘efe.

cc W R. Bretton, late re@or of Ludgate and

i_# Deptford, lived formerly in Hereford-
ot ihne, and married to the daughter of Dr.
“ S———. This gentlernan was a perfon of ex-
¢ traordinary piety, as fhe expreffed, as in her
¢ life, fo at her death; fthe had a maid for
““ whom fhe had a great kindnefs, who was mar-
‘“ ried to a near neighbour, whofe rame was
“ Alice: not long after her death, as Alice was |
“¢ rocking her infant in the night, fhe was called |
“ from the cradle by a knocking at her door,
e whz—ch opening, fhe was {urprifed at the fight
of a gentlewoman, not to be diftinguithed from
‘¢ her late miftrels, neither in perfon nor habit'_‘
¢¢ fhe was in a morning gown, the fame in ap«
‘¢ pearance with that fhe had often feen her mi-
““ {trefs wear: at firft fight fhe exprefled very
©* great amazement, and faid, Were not my
m;ﬁrefs

€¢
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miftrefs dead, I fhould not queftion but that
you are fhe. = She replied, I am the fame that
Wgs_._' your miftrefs, and took her by the hand,
which Alice affirmed was as cold as a clod :
fhe added, that fhe had bufinefs of great im-

portance to imploy her in, and that fhe muit
€5 5

immediately go a little way with her : Alice
trembled, and befaught her to excufe her, and
entreated her very importuncly to go to her
mafter, who muit necds be more fit to be em-
ployed ; the {pefire anf{wered, That he who
was her hufband was not at all concerned, but
yet fhe had a defire rather to make ufe of him,
and in order thereto, had feveral times been in
his chamber, but he was flill afleep, nor had
fhe power to do more than once uncover his
feet towards the awakening him; and the doc-
tor faid he had heard walking in his chamber

account for. Alice ‘next objelted, that her
hufband was gone¢ a journey, and fhe had no

one to lecok to her chi d, .and that.it was very

apt to cry vehemently, and fhe feared if it a-
waked before her return, itw
death, or do itfelf a mifchief; the fpecire re-

plied, The child fhall fleep uil her re-

turn.”

ould cry ittelf to

¢ Alice feeing there was po avoiding of i,
for¢ly .againit ‘her will, followed her over a

3 “¢ ftile



£ ﬂ:ﬂe into a large ﬁe]d who then fazd to hgr,
¢ obferve how much of this field I meafure wu:h
““ my feet ; and when fhe had taken a good ]ame
¢ leifurely compafs, fhe faid, all this belongs to -
the poor, it being gotten from them. by wrong-
¢ ful means : and charged her to go and te,ll
¢ her brother whofe it was at th°t time, ﬂ)e
*¢ fhould give it up to the poor again forth-
#¢ with, as he loved her and his \Jceﬂr acred mo-
¢¢ ther : this brother was not the pmfon who-did
¢ this unjuft aé&t, but his father ; fhe added, that
*¢ the was the more concerned, bﬂcaufe her name
¢ was made ufe of in fome writing that related
¢ to this land: Alice afleed her how the fhould
¢¢ fatisfy her brother that this was no cheat or
¢ delufion of her fancy ? fhe replied, Tell him
~¢¢ this fecret, which he knows that only himfelf
¢ and I are privy to, and he w ll belicve you.
¢¢ Alice having promifed her to go on this er-
¢“ rand, fhe proceeded to give her good advice,
o anad entertamed her all the reft of the mrrht
¢ with heavcn!y and divine difcourfe. ‘When twi-
¢¢ light appeared, they heard the whlfpermg of
“{¢ carters, and the noife of horfe bells wnpreupon |
¢ the fpeétre faid, Alice, I muft be feen by none
¢ but yourfelf, and fo the difappeared.”

P
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“ Immediately Alice makes all the haf’fe
¢¢ home, being thoughtful for her child, but
- “ m”r d it was as the ipc&re had faid, afleep as

&6 ﬂle A
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< fhe left it. When fhe had drefled it, and com-
¢ mitted it to the care of a neighbour, away fhe’
¢« went to her mafter the doftor, who, amazed at
¢ the account fhe gave him, fent her to his brother
¢ in law : he at firlt hearing Alice’s ftory and
<« meflage, laughed at it heartily, but fhe had
<< no fooner told him the {ecret, but he changed
<« his countenance, told her he would give the
<¢ poor their own, and accordingly did fo, and
¢¢ they now enjoy it.

¢ This, with more circumftances hath been
<< feveral times related by Dr. Bretton himf{elf,
<« who was well known to be a perforn of great
<« goodnefs and fincerity ; he gave a large narra-
¢« tive of this apparition of his wife to two of my
¢¢ friends, firft to one Mr. Needham, and after-
¢ wards, a little before his death, to Dr. Which-
¢ cot. About four years afterwardsI received
<< the foregoing narrative, I fell into company
¢¢ with three fober perfons of good rank, who all
¢« lived in the city of Hereford, and I travelled in
¢¢ 3 ftage coach three days with them : T related
¢¢ this ftory, but told it as done at Deptford, for
¢ {o I prefumed it was, becaufe I knew that
¢¢ there Dr. Bretton lived : they told me as foon
¢¢ as I had concluded it, that the ftory was very
¢ true in the main, but only I was out as to the
<¢ place, for ’twas not at Deptford ; buras re-"
§¢ mcmber they told me at Pembridge, near He-

{ ¢¢ reford,



G £

¢¢ reford, where the doétor was minifier, before il
¢ the return of the king ; and they affured me, =
¢ upon their own knowledge, that to that dayﬂ' e
¢c the poor enjoyed the piece of ground: they

““ added, that Mr. Bretton’s father could never

¢ endure to hear any thing of his daughter’s

¢ appearing after death; but would ftill reply,

¢ that it was not his daughter, but the dewvil,

¢ fo that he acknowledged fomething appeared

¢¢ in the likenefs of his daughter.”?

[}

™

¢« This is attefted by me, 16th February 1681,
¢« Edward Fowler.”

Of a Dutchman who could {ee
| Ghofis,

™ A R. Broom, the minifter of Woodbridge,
VA in Suffolk, meeting one day in a barber’s
ihop in that town, a dutch lieutenant (who was
blown up with Opdam, and taken alive out of
the water, and carried to the town, where he was
a prifoner at large) upon the occafion of fome
difcourfe was told by him, that he could fee
' ghofts, and that he had feen divers. 'Mr. Broom
rebuking him tor talking fo idly, he perfifted in
it very ftifly 5 fome duays after lighting upon him
again, he afked him whether he had feen any
ghofts




g
| ._—g‘-’ﬁo&.s-ﬁnce he came to town ? to which he re-
< Plied) no. ;

But not long after this, as they were walking
together up the town, he faid to Mr. Broom,
Yonder comes a ghoft; he feeing nothing, afked
him whereabouts it was ? the other faid, It is
over againft fuch a houfe, and it walks looking
towards fuch a fide, flinging one arm with a glove
in its hand ; he {aid, moreover, that when it came
near them, they muft give way to it; that he e-
ver did {o, and fome that had not done fo, have
fuffered for it; anon, he faid, it is juft nowg
upon us, let’s out of the way. Mr. Broom
believing it all fititious, as foon as he faid
thefe words, took hold of his arm, and kept
- him by force in the way, but held him; there
came fuch a force againft them, that he was flung
into the middle of the ftreet, and one-of the
palms of his hands, and one knee bruifed and
broken by the fall, which put him for a while
to exceflive pain; but fpying the licutenant
lying like a dead man, he got up as foon as
he could, and applicd himfelf to his relief; with
the help of others, he got him to the next fhop,
where they poured {trong water down his throat,
but for fome time could difcern no life in him :
at length, what with the ftrong water, and what
with well chafing him, he began to ftir; and when
he came to himfelf, his firft words were, I will
fhew you no more ghofts. Then he defired a pipe - .

Of ol
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of tobacco, but Mr. Broom told him, he fhould
take it at his houfe, for he feared, fthould he
have it {o {oon there, it would make him fick,

"Whereupon they went together to Mr. Broom’s
houfe, where they were no {fooner arrived, but
the bell rang out. Mr. Broom prefently fent his
maid to enquire who was dead : fhe brought
word 1t was fuch a one, a taylor, who died fud-
denly, though he had been in a confumption a
long time; and enquiring the time of his death,
they found it as punctually as it could be guefied,
at the very time when the ghoft appeared : the
ghoft had exactly this taylor’s known gate, who
ordinary went alfo with one arm {winging, and
.. aglove in that hand, and looking on one fide up-
» *wards.

|

N. B. This relation was alfo fent to Dr. H.
More, from Mr. Edward Fowler : at the end he
writes, that Dr. Burton, as well as himfelf, heard
it from Mr. Broom’s own mouth, as I afterwards
did at London. |

Of
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Of onc who had like tTo have begn
carried away by Spirits.

Gentleman in Ireland, near to the Earl of
Orrery’s feat, fending his butler one af-

terncon to buy cards, as he pafled a field, to his
wonder, he efpied a company of people fetting
round a table, with a deal of good chear before
them, in the midft of ihe frield ; and he going up
towards them, they all arofe and faluted him,
and defired him to fit down amongit them; but
one of them whifpered thefe words in his ear (do
nothing this company invites you to). He there-
fore refufed to f{it down at the table, and imme-
diately the table and all that belonged to it were
gone, and the company began with dancing and
playing upen mufical inftruments s and the but-
ler being defired to join himfelf with them: on
bis refufling this alfo, they all fell to work, and
“he not being to be prevailed with 'to accampqny
them in working any more than in feafting o
dancing, they all difappeared, and the butler was
left alone s but inftead of going forward, he re-
turned home as faft as he could drive, in a great
confternation of mind; and was no fooner entered .

his mafter’s houfe, but down he feil, and lay fome™ +
time feniclefs ; but coming to himfelf again, ‘he . '

related
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related to his mafter what had happened to him.
The night following there came one of this com-
pany to his bedfide, and telis him, that if he .
~ offered to ftir out of doors the next day, he
~“would be carried away; hertupon he kept within,
* but towards the evening, having neec to make
water, he ventured to put one foot over the
threthold., which he had no fooner done, but
‘they efpied a rope caft about his middle, and
the poor man was hurried away with great fwift-
nefs : they followed after as falt as they could,
‘but could not overtake him : at length they e-
fpied a horfeman coming towards them, and
made figns to him to {top the man, whom he faw
coming ncar him, and both the ends of the rope;
but no body drawing when they met, he laid
‘hold of one of the ends of the rope, and imme-’
‘diately had a fmart blow given him over his arm,
with the other end, but by this means the man

“was impped and the horfeman brought hlm
back again,

The FEarl of Orrery having heard of thefe
ftrange paflages, {ent to the mafter, defiring him
to lend t‘*lrz:. man to his houfe, which he accord-
ingly did, and the morning following, or quickly
after, he told the earl Lhar the {pectre had bccn
with “him  again,  and affured him, that cay
he fhould be moft certainly carried away, and
that no endeavours fhould avail to the favipg of
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him: upon this he was kcpf in a large room,
with a confiderable number of perfons to guard
him, among whom was the famous Mr. Grea-.
trix, who was a neighbour : there was befides 0~
ther perfons of quality, two bifhops in the houfe
at the fame time, who were confulied touching ;
the making ufe of a medicine, the fpeftre or |
choft prefcribed (of which more by and by)
‘but they determined on the negatives till part of
the afternoon was fpent all was quiet, bur at
length he was perceived (o rife from the ground:
whereupon Mr. Greatrix, and another lufty man,
clapt their arms over his fhoulders, one of them
before and another behind, and weighed him
down with all their ftrength, but he was force-
ably taken up from them, and others were too
weak to keep their hold; for a confiderable time
he was carried into the air to and fro over their
heads, feveral of the company ftill running un-
der him, to prevent his receiving hurt, # he
fhould fall ; at length ne fell, and was cauSht
before he came to the ground, and had by t.hat:_--f_j *
means no hurt. | el

Al Being quiet, till bed-time, my lord or-
dered two of his fervants to lie with him; and
the next merning he told his lorcd{hip, that his
fpeZre was again with him, and brought him
. wooden difh with grey liquor in if, and bade’
him drink it off. At the firft fight of the tpate

: : Yiey
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tré, he faid, he endeavoured to awake his bed-

fellows, but it told him, that, that endeavour . ¥

thould be fruitlefs, and that he had no caufe to
fear him, he being his friend; and he that at
firft gave him the good advice in the field,
which had he not followed, he had been before
now perfectly in the power of the company he
faw there: he added, that he concluded it was
impoflible but that he fhould have been éarried
away the day before, there being [o ftrong a
combination againft him ; but now he could
affure him, that there would be no more at-
_ tempts of that nature; but he being troubled
with two forts of fad fits, he had brought
that liquor to cure him, and bid him ‘drink it:
he peremptorily refufed ; the fpectre was angry;
~and upbraided him with difingenuity, but told
bim, that however he had a kindnefs for him,.
and that if he would rake plantain juice, he fthould
" be well of one fort of fits, but he thould carry
the other to his grave. The poor man having by
this time fomewhat recovered him{felf, afked the
fpectre, whether by the juice of plaintain, he
meant that of the leaves or roots, it replied, the
Ioots.

Then it alked whether he did not know him ?
he anfwered, I am fuch a one, the man anfwered,:
he hath been long dead; I have been dead, faid the
ipectre or ghoft, feven years, and you know that'T
liveda leofe life, and ever fince hath been hurried:

_ b
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| ap and down in a reftlefs condition, in the comi-
~ pany you faw, and fhali be to the day of judg-
mient : then he proceeded to tell him, that had
he acknowledged God in his ways, he had not
fuffered fuch {evere things by their means; and:
farther faid, you never prayed to God that day
before you met that company in the field, and
was then going about an unlawful bufinefs, and
fo vanifhed.

N. B. This ftory was likewife fent from Mr.
Edward Fowler, to Dr. H. More, and confirm-
ed by Lord Orrery to Lady Roydon and others,
who afked him concerning the truth of ic.

The miraculous Cure of JeseT
Crass, a Dutchman, of AMsTER-
D AM. | |

HIS narrative, taken by a Dutch merchant,
from her own mouth, begins thus: ¢ A

°“ miraculous cure upon Jeiet Claes, a weman
¢ about fifty years of age, for thefe many years
¢ well known to myfelf and my neighbours ;»
this woman for fourteen years had been lame of
both legs, one of them being dead and without
feeling, fo that fhe could not go, but crept
upon the ground, or was carried in people’s

- arms
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4rms asa child. But now, through the power of
God Almighty, fhe hath walked again, which
came to pafs after this manner, as I have takem
it from her own mouth, in the year 1676. A-
bout the 13th or 14th of this month, O¢tober,
in the night‘between one and two o’clock, this
Jefet Claes being in bed with her hufband, who
was a boat-man; fhe was three times pulled by
her arm, with which fhe awaked, and cried out,
O Lord! what may this be? Whereupon fhe
heard an anfwer in plain words, Be not afraid, 1
am come in the name of the Father, Son and
Holy Ghoft; your malady, which hath been many
years upon you, fhall ceafe, and it fhall be given
you from God Almighty to walk again, but keep
this to yourfelf till further anfwer : whereupon.
fhe cried aloud, O Lord ? that I might have a
light, that I might know what this is; then had
fhe this anfwer, There needs no light, the light
fhall be given you from God ; then came light
all over the room, and fhe faw a beautiful
youth of about ten years of age, with curled
yellow hair, cloathed in white to the feet, who
went from the bed’s-head to the chimney, with a
light, which a little after vanifhed: hereupon
there did fomething fhoot or guth from her hip,
or diffufe itfelf through her leg, as a water into
her great toe, where fhe found life rifing up ; fele
it with her hand, crying out, Lord, give me now

~ again my feeling, which I bhave not had for {o
many
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tmdny years ; and further, fhe continued crying
and praying to the Lord according to her weak
neafure : yet the contitued that day, Wednef-
day, and the next day, Thurfday as before, till
evening {ix o’clock, at which time fhe fat at the
fire drefTling the food ; then came as like a rufhs
ing noile in both ears; with which it was to her;
ftand, your going is given to you again: then
did foe immediately ftand up, that had fo many
years crept, and went to the door: her hufband
mesting her, being exceedingly afraid, drew back;
in the-mean time fhe cried out, my dear huf-
band I can go again. The man, thinking it was
a {pirit, drew back, faying, You are not my wife:
his wife raking hold of | bim, faid, My dear huf-
band, I am the felf fame that hath been married
thefe thirty years to you, the Almighty God hath
given me my going again: but her hufband be-
ing amazed, drew back to the fide of the roomns,
till at laft fhe clafped her hands about his neck,
and yet he doubted ; he faid to his daughter; Is
this your mother? fhe anfwered, Yes, father,
this we plainly fee; I had feen her go alio before
you came inj this perfon dwells upon Prince’s
Hland, Amfterdam.

N. B. This account was fent from a Dutch
merchunt, procured by a friend, for Dr. Cad-
‘worth, and contains the main particulars that oc-
eur i the Dutch printed narrative, which Monf

' G Van
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Van Helmont brought over with him to my Lady
‘Conway, at Ragley ; who having enquired upon
the fpot, when he was at Amfterdam, tho’ of a
genius not at all credulous of fuch relations, yet
found the thing to be really true; as alfo Phi-
lip Limburgh, in a letter to Dr. More, fent this
teftimony, touching the party cured ; that fhe
was always reputed a very honeft good woman,

and that he believed_ there was no fraud at all in
the bufinefs. |

g —

The Story of Davip HuNTERr, Neat-
herd, at PorTMmoOrE, in IRE-
LAND, 16603.

.- AVID Hunter, Neat-herd, at the bifhop’s

houfe at Portmore; there appeared to him
one night, as he was carrying a log of wood into
the dairy, an old woman, which amazed him
for he knew her not; but the fright made him
throw away his log of wood, and run into the
houfe. The next night fhe appeared  to him a-

" gain, and he could not chufe but follow her all

night, and {fo almoft every night for near three
quarters of a year. 'Whenever fhe came, he muft
- go with her thro’ the woods, at a good round
rate ; and the poor fellow looked as if he was

be-
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Bewitched ahd travelled off his legs. And when
he had been with his wife, if fthe appeared, he
muit rife and go. And becaufe his wife could
not hold him in bed, the would go too, and
walk afrer him till morniag; tho’ fhe faw nothings
But his little dog was fo well acquainted with the
apparition, that he would follow her as well as
his mafter. If atree ftood in her walk, he ob-
ferved her always to go thro’ ir:  In all this
while {he fpake not.

But ohe day the faid David going over a
hedge Into the highway, the came juft againft
him, and he cried out; Lord, blefs me, would [
was dead ; fhall I never be delivered from this
mifery! Lord blefs me too, fays fthe: it was
very happy you fpoke firft, for till then I had no
power to fpeak, tho’ I have followed you f{o
long. My name; fays fhe, is Margarer -« L, .
Flived here before the war; and had one fon by
my hufband; when he died, I married a foldier,
by whom 1 had feveral children, which that for-
mer fon maintained alfo, elfe we muft all have ftar-
ved. He lives beyond the Ban-water ; pray go
to him, and bid him dig under fuch a hearth,
and there he fhall find 28s. Let him pay what
I owe in fuch a place; and the reft to the charge
‘unpaid at my funeral; and. go to my fon that
lives here, which I had by my latter hufband;
Zod tell him, thit he lives a wicked and diflg-
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lute life, and is very unnatural and ungrateful
to his brother that maintained him; and that if
he does not mend his life, God Almighty will
deftroy him.

David told her he never knew her; No, fays
the, I died feven years before you came into this
country ; but for all that, if he would do her
meflage, fhe fhould never hurt him. But he de-
ferred doing as the apparition had bid him, and
fhe appeared the night after, as he lay in bed,
and ftruck him on the fhoulders very hard ;
wpon which he cried out, and afked her, if fhe
did not promife fhe would not hurt him ? She
faid, that was if he did her meflage, if not, fhe
would kill him. He told her, he could not go
now, by reafon the waters were out. She faid
{fhe was content to {lay till thcy were abated ; but
charged him afterwards not to fail her. So he
did hei errand, and fhe appeared afterwards, and
gave him tna.nks FFor now, fays fhe, I fhall be
at reft, therefore I pray you, lift me up from the
cround, and I will trouble you no more. So
Pavid lifted her up from the ground, as he fald,
.and fhe felt juft like a bag 0:[' feathers in_ his

© “arms ; fo'fthe v'mifhed, and he heard moft melo-

dious mufick as fhe Went off, Qver his head
and he was never troubled more.

ey
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T'his account the poor fellow gave us every day,
as the apparition fpake to him; and my L.ady
Conway came to Portmore, where the afked the
fellow the {ame queftions, and many more. This
I know to be true, being all the while with my
Lord off Dover, and the fellow bur a poor neat-
herd “there. |
THIUNMAS AL.COCK.

— e

The Demon of GLeNLucE, in GaL-
CUVLOWAY, in SCOTLAND.

T happened in O&ober 1654, that after one

Alexander Agnew, a bold and fturdy beg-
gar, who was afterwards hanged at Dumfries for
blafphemy, had threatned huret to Gilbert Camp-
bell’s family, becaufe he had not got fuch an
alms as he required: the faid Gilbert was
oftentimes hindered in the exercife of his call-
ing, or his working inftruments ( he be-
ing a weaver) being fome of them broken,
fome cut, and yet could not know by what
means his hurt was done. This cont_-imfcdi;till*
about the middle of November ; when the de-
vil came with new and extraordinary aflaules,
by throwing {tones in at the doors and windows,
and down the chimney, in great quantities, and
with great force ; yet by God’s providenee there

it G 3 W.is,
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was not any perfon in the family hurt, or fuffer-
ed damage thereby. This new trouble obliged
Mr. Campbell to reveal it to the minifter of the
"parlfh and to fome other nE:lﬂ'tha.ll‘Q and frxends,
having hitherto endured it fe@r(-:tly Notwith-
ﬁandmg which his trouble was enlarged; for
not long after, he often found his warp and
thread cut as with a pair of {ciflars, and the
reed broken; likewife their apparel cut after the
fame manner, even while they were wearing
them ; their coats, bonnets, hofe, fhoes, but
could not difcover by what means. And tho®
no harm was done to their perfons, yet in the
night time they wanted liberty to fleep, fome-
thing pulling the bed cloaths and linen off them,
and leaving their bodies naked. '

Next their chefts and trunks were opened,
and all the things ftrewed here and there.  Like- -
wife the parts of the working infiruments that
had' efcaped, were carried away and hid in holes
~and boards of the houfe, where they could hardly
be found again. Nay, whatever piece of cloth
or houthold ftuff was in any part of the houfe, it
was carried away, and fo cut and abufed, that the
good man was neceflated with all hafle and {peed
to remove, and carry the relt to a neighbour’s
houfe, and he himfelf compelled 'to quit the ex~
ercife of his cajh g, whereby only he maintained
his tamilys . Yet hc refolved to remain in the

: houfe
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houfe for a feafon: during which time, fome
perfons thereabouts, not very judicious, coun-
fell’d him to fend his children out of the fa-
‘mi"'?iy, here and there, (to try whom the trouble
" did motit follow, affuring him that it was not
againf{t all the family, but again{t {fome one per-
fon or other in it) which, when bid, too readily
obeyed. - Yet for the fpace of four or five days
after, there were no remarkable affaults as before.

The minifter hearing thereof, fthewed him the
evil of fuch a courfe, and affured him, thatif
he repented not, and call’d back his children,
he might not expe&t that his trouble would end
in a right way. The children that were nigh
by being call’d home, no trouble followed, till
one of his fons called Thomas, who was farther
off, came home. Then did the devil begin a-
freth ; for upon the Loord’s Day following, in the
afternoon, the houfe was fet on fire, but by the
help of fome people going home from church,
the fire was extinguifhed, and the houfe {aved,
without much damage done, And the Monday
after being fpent in prayer and fafting, the houfe
was again fet on fire. On the T uefday, aboug
nine o’clock in the morning ; yet by good pro-
vidence and the help of neighbours, was faved
before much harm was done.

G 4 Gt O
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Mr. Campbell being thus wearied and. vexed
day -and night, went to the minifter, defiring him
to let his: fon Thomas  abide with himi for a
time, who condeflcended, but withal affurea him,
that-he would find: himfelf dececived, and. fo it
-came-to pafs ; for, notwithftanding the child was
without the family, yet were th\..y' that remained
in it fore troubled, both day and night, f{o that
they were foiced to wake till midnight, and fome
times - all night. -During which time, the per-
fons within the family fuffered many lofles, as
the cutting of their cloaths, the throwing of peit,
the pullicg down of turf, and feal from the roof
and walls of the houfe, the ftealing of . their ap-
i._parel and the pricking of their fefh and kin
,‘w1th pins., The prefbytery havmg convened  at
a place for a folemn humiliation, perfuadcd him
to call back his fon Thomas, nmwuhﬁandmw
,._whatever hazard mmht follow. The boy return-
;mcr home, aﬂirmed that he heard a voice peak
‘to him, fozb1ddmg him to enter the houfe,
into any other place where his father’s caihng was
exercifed. Yet he entered, but was fore abufed,
il he was f()ra.efi to return to the minifter’s houic, '
;?gdln.

- On Monday, February 72, the reft of the fa-
mily began to hear a voice fpeak to them, bat
| could not well know from whence it came. Ye:
| from
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from evening till midnght much vain difcourfe
was kept up with the devil, and many idle and
impertinent queftions propofed, without the due
fear of God, that fhould have been upon their
{pirits under - {fo rare and ex ctraordinary a tridl.

The minifter hearing of this, went to the houfe
upon the Tuefday, being accompanied with
fome gentlemen, who, after prayer was ended,

heard a voice {peaking out of the room, from
under the bed, in the proper country diale&t,
faying, Would you know thé witches of Glen-
Juce ? T will tell you them; and fo named four
or five perfons who were under an evil report.

The faid Campbell informed the company, that
one of them had been dead long ago. 'The de-
vil anfwered, ¥t is true, fhe is dead leng ago,
yet her fplnt is living with us in.the world The
minifter replied, faymb, The f.ord rebuke thee,
fatan, and put thee to filence, we are not to re-
ceivé"‘ any information from thee, whatfoever
fame any perfons go under ; thou art but feeking
‘to {educe this famxly, for fatan’s kKingdom is not
'dwlded agamﬁ itfelf.

“After which all went to prayer again ; “which.
‘being ended (for during the time of prayer no
‘trouble was made) the devil, with many threat-
nings, boafted ‘and terrified the lad Thomas,
who ‘came back with the minifter, that if hée did
n_ot depart gut of the houfe, he would fet all on

o 3 e,
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fire.. The minifter anfwered and f2id, The Lord £

will preferve the houfe and the boy too, feeing he
is one of the family, and hath God’s warrant to
tarry in it. The devil anfwered, He fhall not
get liberty to ftay, he was once put out already,
and thall not abide here, tho’ I thould purfue
him to the end of the world. The minifter re-
plied,” The Lord will ftop thy malice ' againit
him.

And then they.all prayed again, which being
ended, the devil faid, Give me a fpade and a
{hovel, and depart from the houfe for feven

days, and Iwill: make a grave and, lie down

in it, and fhall trouble you no mgore. The

orood man anfwered, Not fo much as a ftraw

i'hall be given thee, thro’ God’s aflfiftance, even
tho’ that would do it.  The minifter added, God
fhall remove thee in due time. The devil an-
{wered, I will not remove for you, I have my
commifiion from Chrift, to tarry and vex this fa-

mily : The minifter anfwered, A perm1fﬁ0n thou

haft indeed, but God will ftop it in due time.
The devil replied, I have (Meff John) a commif-
fion that will perhaps laft longer than your
own. After which the minifter and gentlemen
arofe, and went to the place where the voice
feemed to come from, to try if they could
find any thing: and after diligent fearch no-
thing being found, the gentleman began to fay,
We think this voice fpeaks out of the chil-

dren,
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drén, for fome of them were in their beds. -
- The devil anfwered, you lie, God fhall judge
you for your lying, and I and my father will
come and fetch you to hell with Warlock thieves,
And fo the devil difcharged the gentleman from
{peaking any more ; faying, Let him {peak that
hath a commiffion, (meaning the minifter) for
he is the fervant of God.

The gentlemen returning back with the minifter, -
they fat down near to the place whence the voice
_ feemed to come, and then he {pake to them after

" this manner, The Lord will rebuke’ this fpirit in '
“his own time, and caft it out. The devil'anf{wer:
‘ing, faid, Tt is'writtén in the gth of Mark, the
difciples'could not ‘caft him out. The minifter’
replied, "What ‘the difciples could not do, yat the
Liord having lightened the parents faith for his
own glory, did caft him out, and fo fhall he
thee. The devil reply’d, Itis written in the 4th

of L.uke, and he departed and left him for a [ea- ¢

fon. ' The minifter faid, The Lord in the days
of his humiliatien, not only got the vittory over
fatan in his affaults in the wildernefls, but when
he came'again, his fuccefs was not better. For
it 'is written, John xiv. Behold the prince of
this world cometh, and hath nothingin me; and"
being now in glory will fulfil his promife, and
God fhall bruife fatan ander your feet fhortly,
Rom. xvi. The devil anfwered, It is written,
. Matt. xxv. There were ten virgins, five wife, and
Bt o fid
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five foolith, and the bridegroom came, the fool-
ifh virgins had .no.oil in their lamps, and they
went unto the wife to feek oil, and the wife faid,
Go and buy fer yourfelves; and while they went,
the bridegroom came and entered in, and the door
was (hut; and the foolifh virgins were fent ‘to
hell fire.. The minifter anfwered; The Lord
knows the fincerity of his fervants, and though
there be {in and folly in us here, yet there is a
fountain opened to the houle .of David for fin
and for uncleanne{s ; and when he hath wathed us

there, and pardoned all our fins for his name’s

fake, he will caft the unclean {pirit out of the-
land. The Devil anfwered, and faid, That place
of {criptureis written in the 13th of Zechariah.
In that day I will caufe the prophets and unclean
fpirit to pafs out of the land ; but afterwards it
is. written, I will {mite the fhepherd, and the.
fheep fhall be {cattered. . The minifter anfwered,
Well are we that fee: the blefled fhepherd was
{mitten, and thereby hath bruifed thy head ; and
aibeit in the hour of his fqucring?s, his difciples
forfook him, Matt. sxxvi. .. Yet now having af-
cended on high, he fits in glory,. and is preferv-
ing, oathermg in, and turning his hand. .upot
his little ones, and will fave his poor one m h:s
family, from thy malice.

~ The minifter returning back a little, and ﬁaﬁ’d-
ing upon the floor, the dewl faid, I knew not

thefe |
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thefe fcriptures till my father taught me them. 1T
am an evil ipirit, and {atan is my father, and I
~am come to vex this houfe: and prefently there ap-
peared a naked hand and an arm from the elhow
down, beating upon the floor, fo that the houfe
did fhake again; and alfo the devi] uttered 2
molft fearful and loud cry, come up, father, come
up, I will fend my father among you. See there

he is, behind your backs. ‘The minifter faid, I
{faw indeed a hand and arm when the ftroke was
given and heard.” The devil faid to him, Saw
you that, it was not my hand, it was my father’s,
my hand is more black in the loof, Would
you fee me, put out the candle then, and I thall
come in the houfe among you like fire balls,
After which all went to prayers, during that
time it did no harm, neither at any other time
when God was worfhipped. "When prayer was
ended, the devil faid, (Mefl, John) If the good
man’s fons prayers, at the college of Glafcowe,
did not prevail more with God than yours, my
father and I had wrought a mifchief here ’ere now.
‘Fo which one of the gentlemen reply’d, tho’ 2
check had been given him before. = Well, well, I
fee you confefs there is a4 God, and thart prayer
prevails with him, and therefore we muft pray to
God, and will commit the event to him. To
which the devil reply’d, You, Sir, you fpeak of
prayer with your broad lips, (for the gentleman
~ had lately gotien a new hat in the fafhion, with.

X | bread.
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broad lips) 1 will bring a pair of theers ffom
my fathers that {hall clip the lips of it a little.

The night being now far fpent, it was thought
fit every one fhould withdraw to his own home:
Then did the devil cry out fearfully, Let not
the minifter go home, I fhall burn the houfe if
he go, and many other ways did he threaten.
~ And after the minifter was gone forth, the good
- man being inftant with him to tarry, wherg-
upon he returned, all the reft of the company
going home. Then faid the devil to the minifter;
Y6u have done my bidding. Not thine, anfwered
he, but in obedience to God have I returned
to bear this man company; whom thou doft af-
flict. Then did the minifter call upon the
name of God ; and when prayer was ended; he
difcharged Mr. Campbell, and all the perfons
of his family from opening their mouthd in
- one word to the evil fpirit; and when it {pake;
that they fhould- kneel down, and only fpeak
to God. The devil then roared mightily, and
cried out ? What, will ye not fpeak to me?
1 fhall burn the houfe, I fhall firike the bairns,
and do all manner of mifchief: but after that
time no anfwer was made’ to if, and.‘_fo for a
long time po fpeech was Heard. Afér this Mr.
Campbell fuffered muo’l‘? lofs, and had many
fad nights, not two nights in one week f{ree,

andi- %
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~and thus it continued till April; from April
to July he had fome refpite and eafe. But

- after, he was molefted with new aflaults, and

~even their victuals were fo abufed, that the
family was in hazard of ftarving, and that
which they did eat, did not give them the
ordinary fatisfaltion they were wont to find.

In this fore and fad afili&tion, Mr. Camp-
bell refolved to make his addrefs to the {ynod
of prefbyters, for advice and council what to
do, which was appointed to convene in Oc-
tober 1655, namely, whether to forfake the
‘houfe and place or not. The {ynod, by their
Committee appointed to meet at Genluce, in-
February 1656, thought fit that a folemn hu-
miliation fhould be kept through all the bounds
of the fynod, and amongft other caufes, to re-
‘queft God in behalf of that poor afflicted fa-
mily 3 which being carefully done, the event
was, through the prayers of his people, that
“his troubles grew lefs tll April, and from A-
pril ro Auguft he was almoft free. About
which time the devil began with new affaults,
and -taking_the ready meat that was in. the
_houfe, did fometimes hide it in holes by the
door poft, and at other times under the beds,
‘and fometimes among the bed cloaths, and un-

- der the linen, and at laft carried it quite a-

0 e way,
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way, till nothing was left there but br'ea;_cf
- and water, to live by: after this, he exercifed
his malice and cruelty againft all the perfons

in the family, in difturbing them in the night

time, with ftirring and moving through the
houfe, fo that they had no reft for noife, which
continued zall the month of Auguft after this
manner. After which time the devil grew yet
worfe, and began with terrible roarings and
terrifying voices, fo that no perfon could fleep
in the houfe in the night time, and f{ome-
times vexed them with cafting of ftonés, ftri-
king them with ftaves in their beds, in the
night time: and upon the 18th of Septem-
ber, about midnight, he cried out with a loud
voic_e,ll fhall burn the houfe, and about three
or four nights after, he fet one of the beds
on fire, which was foon extinguithed without
any prejudice, except the bed itfelf; and {o he
continued to vex them.

N. B. This narrative is tranfcribed verba-

tim, out of the Mifcellaneous Obfervations of
Mr. G. Sinclare, which are added to his Trea-
tife of Hydroftaticks. Dr. Burnet, afterwards
bithop of Salifbury, on my enquiry, told me
thus, That he living in Glafcow fome years,
found all people there, and the country about,

fully perfuaded of the truth of the matter Iof'

fact,
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fact, and that he never heard any thing ob-
je&ed to Mr. Sinclare’s relation, but that it
was too fhort ; whereas all the paffages of that
apparition would make a volume, and that there
was a full relation thereof, attefted under the
hands of eye witnefles.
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WITCHCRAFT.

F AVING proceeded thus far in, our hif-
# tory of the kingdom of darknefs, and
defcribed the mlfchlevous machinations
of thofe malevolent fpirits,  in' vexing, ter-
tifying and molefting feveral perfons and fa-
milies 3 we fhall now defire the reader’s com-
panv, w‘nle we travel threugh another provmce

of .
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‘of -his infernal majefty, inhabited only by thoﬁ,
choice and fworn fubjeéts and fervants of his,called
Witches ; who, tho’ they are ‘not now fo much in
vogue as they were formerly ; yer tHat-there have
‘been {uch wicked and malignant beings, will ap-
pear from the: foll lowing well attefted mﬂ:ances.

Jane Brooxs bewitches' Ricuarm
' JONE&

% N Sunday, November ‘15, 11657, .about
7 three o’clock.in the afternoon, Richerd
Jones, a fprlghtly youth, about twelve years
years old, in the county of Somerfet, fon of
Henry ]ones of Shepion Mallet, being  in his
father’s houfe alone, and perceiving one look-
mg in at the windows, went to the deor, where.
onz Jane Brooks, of the {fame town (but then
by name unknown to this boy) came to him.
‘She defired him to give her a piece of clofe
" bread, and gave him an apple. After which the
{troked him down on the right fide, fhook him
by the hand, and bid him good night., The
y.outh-returmd into. the houfe, where he had
been left welly v‘vhe’n his. father and one Gibfon
went from him; about: an hour ‘afterwards they
found him very ill, and complaining of his
e 10 H 2 right
fe
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right fide, in which the pain continued the moft
part of that night. On Monday following, in
the evening, the boy roafted the apple he had of
Jane Brooks, and having eaten about half of it,
was taken extremely ill, znd fometimes {peech-
lefs; but being recovered, he told his father that

a woman of the town on Sunday before, had
given him that apple, and that fhe ftroked him -

on the fide. He faid, he knew not her name,
but theuld her petfon, if he faw her. Upon
this, Jones was advifed to invite the women of
Shipton to come to his houfe, on the occafion
of his fon’ illnefs, who told him, that in cafe
“the woman fheuld come when he was in his ﬁ':t,
if he were not able to fpeak, he would give him
an intimation by a jog, and defired hijs father
to lead him through the room, and he would
put his hand ‘upon her if the was there, After
this_ he continuing Véry 11, many W'omen came
daily to fee him. And the Sunday afterwards,
Jane Brooks, with two of her fiflers came in,

and feveral other women of the neighbourhood
~ were there. '

On her coming in, the boy was taken fo ill,
that for fome time he could not fie or {peak, ¥

But having recovered his fight, he gave his fa-
ther the item, and he led him about the room.
The boy drew towards Jane Brooks, who was
| b¢l111‘1d her two filters among the other wOomen,

and.
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and put his hand upon her, which his father fee-
ing, immediately {cratched her face, and drew
blood. - The youth then prefently crying out, he
was well, and fo continued feven or eight days.
But then meeting with Alice Coward, fifter to
Jane Brooks; who was pafling by, faid to him,
How do you: do now, my honey ? he prefently
fell ill .again. After that, the faid Coward and
Brooks often appeared to him. The boy would
defcribe the cloaths aud habit they were 1n at
the time exactly, as the conftable and others
found upon repairing to them, rho’ Brooks’s
houfe was at a good'diftance {rom Jones’s. This
they often tried, and always found the boy
right in his defcriptions. '-

On a certain Sunday -about noon, the boy
being in a room with his father and one Gibion,:
in his fit, he fuddenly called out that he faw
Jane Brooks on the wall, aud pointed to. the
place, where Gibfon immediately ftruck with
a knife. Upon which the boy cried out, O fa-
ther, couz Gibfon has cut Janes Brooks’s hand.
The father and Gibfon immediately repaired to
the conftable, and acquainted him with what had
pafled, defired him to go with them to Jane
Brooks’s houfe, which he did. They found her
fitting in her room on a flool, with one hand
over the other. - The conftable afked her how fhe
dii ¢ She an{wered, not well. IHe asked her

i 3  again,
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again, why'the fat-with one hand over the otHer "
She replied, fhe was wont to do {o. He enquired

if any thing was amifs with Her hand ? Her an-

fwer was, it was well cnough. The conftable de--
fired to fee.it, but fhe being unwilling to fhew'
i_ltrh-.im', he drew it out, andfound it bloody, ac-

cording to what the boy had faid. Being afk’d,

howit came fo, the faid’ it was {crateh’d 'with a

greatping: | :

On' December' 8, 1654, the boy, Fane Brooks,
and Alice Coward, appeared at Caftle Cary, be-
fore the juftices, Mr. Hunt and My, Cary. The
boy having begun to give his teftimony, upon
the coming in of the two -woimen, was inftantly
faken {peechlefs ; and fo remained ] the women
weréremoved out of the'room, and then in a fthort

sl pitie) upon examination, he gave a full relation

of the above-mention’d particulars.

On the 11th of January following, the boy was
" again examined by the juftices at Shepton Mallet,
and’ upon- the fight of Jane Brooks was again
éé}:fm fpeechlefs, but was not fo afterwards when

wAlice Coward come into tlhe_ room to him.

On the appearance at' Shepton which was on
February 17, there were prefent many gentlemen,
minifters a: d cthers. The boy fell into his fits
at the ﬁdk* cf jane Brooks, and lay in a man’s
z;iz:ms like a dead perfon ; the woman was then or-

d X I"d Py
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der’d to lay her hand on him, which fhe did, and
he thereupon: ftarted and fprung out-in a very
ftrange-asd’ unufuabl manner. One of. the juitices,
toprevent all poffibility of Legerdemain, -defired
Gibfon, dnd;the reft to ftand off from the boy,and
then the juftice himfelf beld him:; the youth being -

blind-folded, , the juftice called as if .Brooks
fhouid teagh him; but winked to gthers to do it,
which two. or three fucceffively did, bun the boy.
appeared not concenrn’d, . The Jul,"frce then callcd
on the fatker to take hmu, but had prlvately be-
_fare deﬁred one Mr. Strode to brmg Jang, BrOOJ&S
to, touch- him at fuch a time as he thould gall fqr
his. father, which: was done, , and the boy. imme-
diately fprang out after a very odd and, Vlolent
fathion. .He was after touched by feveral perfons
and, moyed  not, but Jane Brooks: being ' caufed
to put her hand upon him, he ftarted; and fprang
aut.twice or thrice as beforf: All this while he
remained 1n his fit, and fome time a.fter and bemfr
.then laid gn a bed .in the fame room, the pc0plc
-prefeat. could not: for, a long tijie_bengd either of
‘his asms or legs. pIRS.

Between the faid 15th of November and the
11th of January, thettwo women appeared often
to the boy, their hands cold, their eyes ftaring,
and their cheeks and lips pale.  Ia this manner
" on a Thurfday about neon, the boy being newly
laid into his bed, Brooks and Coward appeared
to him, and told hin, That what they had begun

: H 4 J:hey
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-they could net perform: : But: if he would fay no \.
more of it, they would give him money, and fo

put-a two-pénce into his pocket. After  which
they took him out of bed, laid‘him on the ground,
and Vanlfhed “and the boy was found by thofe
who came néxt into the room; lying: on the floor
asif he had’been 'dead. ' The two-pence was feen
“by" many,’ and when it 'was put' into the fire and
‘hot, the boy' ‘would fall ill’y butas foon“ds'it was
“takenoutand coid he would be as well s before,
This was feen an.! obferved by a minifter, 'when
the boy was '1h ‘one room, and ‘the “two- pence
(WathOut his Lnowledge) put into the firé 4n’ ‘arfo-
ther and this was divers timies trled in thf: pfé-
fence OF feveral perfons. B34 L os L

Between the 8th of De.cember and the ‘Tythiof
February‘ in the fame-yedr, divers perfons at{un-
dry times,’ heard in-the boy, a noife-like ‘the
: croakmcr of 'a'toad, and a voice within him fay-
.“ ing, ]ane Brooks, Alice Coward, twelve tinies in
" near a quarter of an hour. ' At the fame time
fome held a candle before the boy’s’ fice, and
earncftly looked on him, but could not perceive

the leaft motion of his tongue, teeth, or lips,

‘' while the vecice was heard.

On the 25th of February between two and
‘threein the afternoon, the boy being at the houfe
of Richard Ifles, in Shepton Mallet, went out of
the room into the garden 2. 1fles’s wife follow:d

hlm,
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him, and was within two yards when the faw hxm
rife;up from the ground before her, and fo mounted.
higher and higher, till he pafled in the air over
the garden wall, and was carried fo above ground
more: than thirty. yards; falling at laft at one
Jordan’s door at Shepton, where he was found:
as dead for a time;; but coming to himfeif, rold
Jordan, that Jane Brooks had taken him up . by.
the arm out of Ifles’s garden, and carried him hy
the alr, as above related

The boy at feveral other times, was gone on
the fudden, and upon fearch after him, found in
~another room as dead, and fometxmes ftrangely
hanging above the ground 3 bis hands being flat
againft a great beam atsthe top of the room, and’
all his body two or three feet from the ground.
There he hath hunp a quarter of an hour together,
and being afterwards come to - himfelf, he told
thofe that found him, that Jane Brooks had car-
ried him to that place,‘and teld him there. Niné
people at a time fuw the boy fo ftrangely haocrmg
by the beam.

From the 15th of November to the 10th of
March foilowing,  he was, by reafon of his fits,
much wafted ia his body'y but after that time,
being the day the two women were fent to gaol,
he had no more of thole fits.

Jane Brooks was condemn®d at Charde aflizes,
and executed, March 26, 1658.
: : This
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Thisis the fam of Mr. Hunt’s narrative, which: -
concludes  with - both ‘the  juftices' atteftation;
thus' Of Tedfid 560 HEY Fong 1o

The aforefaid paflfages; werel ‘fmmeof © themy
feen by us ;Ia:n'dffthe reft; and fome other remark-
able ‘ones, not liere fet down, were! wpon the exs
amiination " of - feveral | eredible  witnefles, taken
upon oath before us. " =il 30 145 93
bBarnlyy gvotE o8 A6 o)
Subfcribed | ROBERT HUNT,

T JOHN CARY." *
The Witcherafts of EL1ZABEDTH:
"StYLE, as’ appeared on ‘FfevéraIEiéa-j
. aminations before the Juftice.

ks

A xam Richard Hill, of Stoke Trifter, in

{ "4 the county of Somerfet,. Yeoman, being
examin’d upon oath, January 23, 1664, before
Robert Hunt, Efg; one of his majefty’s jultices
for that county, concerning the bewitching of
his daughter by Elizabeth Style, declareth, That
his daughter Elizabeth Hill, about the age of
thirteen years, hath been for about three months
laft paft, taken with very ftrange fits, which have
held for two or three hours and more; and that
io thofe fits, the child" hath told her father, the

examinant, and others, that one Elizabeth Style
" ' of



of the' fame parith, appeared to her, and is the
perfon that tormented her.  She alfo in her fits,.
ufually tells ' what cloaths Elizabeth Style hath on
at the time, which' the informant-and others have
{een and found true. ' ' T

- He faith farther, that.about a fortnight before,
Chriftmas laft, he told Style,, that his daughter; -
fpoke much of hér in her fits, and did believe.
that fhe was bewitched by her. Whereupon,
Francis 'White, Walter and Joha Thick being;,
prefent, willed her to complain to the juitice,
againft him, for accufing of her. ' But the hay-
ing ufed feveral put offs, faid, the would do worle:
than fetch a warrant.  After . which, the girl
grew worfe than before, and.at the end of a Bt
fhe tells the examinant when fthe fhall have ano-.
ther, which happen accordingly, and affirms, that
Style tells her when the next fit thall come. He
informs farther, that Monday night after Chriftr
mas Day, about pine of the clock, and four or
five times fince, about the fame hour of the night,
his daughter had been more tormented than, for-:
merly, and that tho’ held in a chair by four or
five people, fometimes fix, by the arms, legs, and
fhoulders, fhe would rife cut of her chair, and
raife her about three or four feet high. And
after that, in her fits, fhe would have holes made
in- her hands, wrift, face, neck, and other parts
of her body, which the informant, and others thar
faw them, conceived to be with thorns ; for they

{aw
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faw thorns in_her flefh, and fome they hooked
out. That upon the child’s pointing with  her
finger from place to 'place, the thorns and holes
irﬁ:ihedﬁiately appear’d to the informant and others
looking on. And as foon as the child can {peak
after the fit, the faith, that widow Style did prick
her with thorns in thofe feveral -places,. which
was horrible tor'mént, and the feemed .to the in-
tormant and others ftanding by, to be in extreme
pain and torture.  The child hath been fo tor-
mented and pricked with thorns four feveral
nights, at which time the informant and many
other people have feen the fieth rife up in little’
bunches, in which boles did appear. ‘The prick-
ing held about a quarter of an hour at a time,
during each of the four fits, and the informant
- hath “feen the child take out fome of thofe
thekms. 2~ “ x | | iy,

~The fame Richard Hill, examined January
26, 1664, informs, that when he rode from the
juftices houfe, with a warrant to bring Style be-
fore him, his horfe on a fudden fat down on his
breech, and he could not after ride him ; but as
foon as he attempted to get up, his horfe would
fit down, and paw with his fore-feet. I-le faith
farther, that {ince Style was examined before the
Juftice, and made her confeffion to him, the hath

acknowliedged to the informant, that the had hurt
| ' his
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his daughter, and that one Anne Bifhop and
Alice Duke, did join in bewitching her.
Taken upon cath before me,
ROBERT HUNT.

2. Exam. William Parfoﬁs, reCtor of Stoke
Trifter, in the county of Somerfet, examined -
January 26, 1664, before Robert Hunt, Efq;
concerning the bewitching of Richard Hill’s
daughter, faith, that on Monday night after
Chriftmas Day, then laft paft, he came into the
room when Elizabeth Hill was in her fit, many
of his parifhioners being prefent, and looking

“He there faw the chlld held in "the chair
"by main force, by the people, plunging far
‘beyond the ftrength of nature, foaming, and
catching at hér own arms and cloaths with her
teeth.” This fit he conceives held about half an
‘hour.  After fome time, fhe pointed with her
finger, to the left fide of her head, next to her
“left arm, and then to her left hand, &c. and
where fhe pointed, he perceived a red fpot to
arife, with ‘a fmall black in the midft of it, like
a fmall thorn. She pointed alfo to her toes,
‘one after another, and expreflcd great fenfe of
torment. This latter fit, he guefles, continued
about a quarter of an hour, during moft, ot all
-of which time; her ftomach feem’d to {well, and
her head ,where fhe feem’d to be prick’d, did fo
’vei'y" much. ~ She fate foaming much of the time,
“and the next ‘day af er her: fir, fhe fhew’d the
i ¢X-
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_examinant the, places where the thorns were ﬁuck
in, and he faw thorns in thofe places.

Taken upon oath before me,
' ROBERT HUNT

....3- Exam._  Nicholas : Lambert, - of Br.ayford;.
An the county of Somerfer, Yeoman, examined
upon .oath, before Robert Hunt, Eiqg; January
the 3oth 1664, concerning the bew,ltchmo of
-~ _Richard ‘Hill’'s daughter; by Elizabeth Style,,
teftifieth, that Monday after Chriftmas Day laft,
being with others in the houfe ef Richard Hill,
he faw his daughter Elizabeth taken vety ill,
‘and in .fits, .that were f{o i’crong, that fix men
could not hold her down in a chair; in which
the was fate, but-that the would raife the chair
up, in fpite of their utmoft force. That in her
fits, not being able to fpeak, fhe would wreft
her body as one in ‘great tormeut, and .p.omt
with her ﬁnger to her neck, head, arms,-hands,
wrifts, and toes. And he, with the reft, logk-
ing on the places to which fhe pointed, faw on
a fudden, little red {pots arife, with black ones
in the mid®, as if thorns were ftuck in them,
but the child then only pointed, wzthout touch-
ing her fleth with her finger. - -
Taken upon oath, before me,

ROBERT HUNT

4. Exam. Richard Vining, of Stoke Trifter,

| ,,.b,utche; examined,  January 286, .1664, before
Robert
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Robert 'Hunt, Efq; concerning the .b-ewitchi-ng
of his wife, by Elizabeth Style, faith, that
about two or three days before St James’s Day,
three years -fince, or thereabouts, his late wife
Agnes fell out with Elizabeth Style, and within
two ‘or'three days -after, fhe was taken with 3
igrievous pricking in ‘her thigh, which pain
continued for a long time, till ‘after fome phy-
fic ~taken ‘fromeone -Hallet, fhe was at fome
‘eafe: for three or four weeks. About the Chrift-
qnas after’ the mentioned St. Ja-mes-’s-Day, Style
came to!the-examinant’s theule, and gave Agnes
his wife two apples, one of them -was a very fair
‘red apple, -which.Style defired her to eat, which
‘{he did, and in-a few hours was taken ill, and
woife - than ever -the had been before. Upon
'this, : the examinant went to one Mr. Compton,
who-lived in: the parifh of Ditch Fate (the fame
who fhewed :a -perfon his wife in a glafs, in
Mr. Mompeflon’s ftory) for phyfic for his wife.
-Compton teld him he could-do her no good,
1for that {fhe was‘hurt by a near ineighbour, who
would ~eome qinto. his houfe, .and up into the
_chamber where his wife was, but would 20 Out.a-
gamn without {peaking. After Vining came home,
'--bei'ng in the ¢hamber-with his-wife, Seyle came
up to them, but-went cut.again without fpeaking
a word. - Agnes his wife continued in great pain
till Eafter. Eve following; -and then died. * Before
her death, her hip rotted, .and one of her eyes
- sfwelP’d’ out: 7 She-declared to him then, That
{the
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" fhe believed Elizabeth Style had bewitched her,
and that fhe was the caufe of her death.

Taken upon oath, before me, e
: ROBERT HUNT

While the Juftice was examining Stylc-.a?t
Wincaunton (which is not above f{ix miles and
a half from Stoke Trifter) upon fame evidence
againft her, he obfervedthat Richard Vining look-
ed very earneftly upon him ; whereupon he afk’d
Vining if he had any thing to fay to him ? He
anfwered, that Style had bewitched his wife,
and told the manner, as in his depolfition is re-
lated, Style feemed appall’d and concern’d; and
the Juftice faying to her, you have been an old
{finner, and you deferve little mercy: She replied,
T have afked God pardon for it.  Mr, Hunt afk’d
her, why then fhe would continue in' fuch il.
“courfes?  She faid, the devil tempted her; and
then began to make fome confeflion of his adting |
with her.. Upon this, the Juftice fent her fo
the conftable’s houfe at Bayford, in the parifth of
Stoke ‘Irifter,- and' the next' morning, went
thither himfelf, accompanied with two gentle-
men, Mr. Bull and Mr. Court, afterwards juftices
in the fame county. Here fhe declared the whole
matter, at this, and two’ other times after.

g. Exam. FElizabeth Style, her confeffion of
her witchcrafts, January 26, and 30, and Fe-

bruar y 7, 1664, before Robert Hunt, Efq; fhe
Bl then
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then confefled, That the devil, about ten years

fince, appeared to her in the fhape of a hand-

fome man, and after, of a black dog ;. that he
promifed her money, and that fhe fhould live
gallantly,  and have the pleafure of the world for
twelve years, if fhe would with her blood fign
his paper, “which was to give her foul to him,
and obferve his laws, and that he might fuck
her blood.  This, after four follicitations,
the Examinant promifed to do; upon which he
- pricked the fourth finger of her right hand, be-
tween the middle and upper joint (where the fign
at the examination remained) and with a drop
or two of her blood, the figned the paper with
an (O). Upon ‘this, the devil gave her ixpence,
and vanifthed wi.h the paper.

“ ‘T'Hat® fince he “hath ‘appeared to her in the
fame fhape, and did on Wedaelday fen’night
- paft, but more ufually he appears in the likenefs
of a dog, car, and a fly like a millar; in which
laft he ufually fucks in the poll about four
oclock in the morning, and did fo January 27
and that it ufually is pain to her to be fo fuck’d,

‘That when fhe hath a defire to do harm, fhe
calls the {pirit by the name of Robin, to whom
when he appeareth, fhe ufes thefe words, O
fatan, give me my purpofe. . She then tells
him what the would have done. And that he
' | I thould

%
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- fhould fo appear to her, was part of her contra&
with him.

:wg.
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That about a month ago he appearing, fhe

~defired him to torment one Elizabeth Hill, and
thruft thorns into her fleth, which he p:omlfed

to do, and the next time he appeared, he told
her he had done it. | ' '

That a litcle above a month fince this ex-
-aminant, Alice Duke, Ann Bifhop, and;Mary
Penny, met about nine o’clock in the moht, in the
common near Trifter Gate, where they meat a
man in black cloaths, with: a little ‘band, to
whom they did courtely. and due obfervance,
and the examinant verily believes that this was
the devil. At that time Alice Duke broucrht a
pi¢ture in wax, which was for Elizabeth Hlll
The man in black tcok itsird his arms and a-
~ nointed its forchead, and faid, I baptize thee
with this oil, and ufed fome other words. He
was god-father, and the examinant and Ann
Bifthop, god-mothers. They called it Elizabeth
or Befs. Then the man in black, this ex#-
minant, Ann Bifthop, and Alice Duke ftuck
thorns into feveral places of the neck, hands,
wrifts, fingers, and other parts of the faid pic-
ture. After which they had wine, cakes, and
roaft meat (all brought by the man in black)
which they did eat and drink. They danced

and

W
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and were merry, were bodlly there, and in theu-
claaths. |

She farther faith, that the fame perfons met
again, at or near the fame place about a month
fince, - when Ann Bifhop -brought a ‘piture ‘in
wax,  which was baptized John, “inlike manner,
‘as the other was the man in black was god-farher,
-and AdiceDuke, and this examinant, god-mothers.
As Adoon:as it was .baptized, > AnniBifhop,
ftuck two thorns into the arms of ¢he piéture,
which was for one! Robert Newmanls «child 'at
Wincaunton. After they had eaten, drank,
danced; and made nierry, they depatted

Thay fhe;with s Beflions: bamdl ddie Duke'
met. at.apother time: in-the nighty in a2 ground
near Murnhull,  where, alfo met “feveral other
perfons. . Ahe devil,  thdn alfo ithefe «inrthe
former: {hape, baptized a pictare by’ the name
-of :Ann or Rachel Hatcher. | The pifture one
Dunford’s wife brought; and ftuck thornssin it.
‘Fhen they alfoomade merry with wine and cakes,

‘nd {o departed

She _\f;ii-t\}l, before they are carried to their
meetings, they anoint:their:foreheads and hand-
wrifts with an. oil the {pirit brings them, which
{fmells,raw, and then they are carried®in a very
thort time, uﬁn_gthefe words as theyipafls, Thout,

I2 tout
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tout, a tout, tout, throughout and about. 'And
when they go off from their meetings, they
fay, Rentum tormentum.

That at their firft meeting, the man in black
bids them welcome, and they all make low obey-
fance to him, and he delivers fome wax candles
like lictle torches, which they give back again |
at parting. When they anoint themfelves, they
ufe a long form of words, and when they ftick
. thorns into the picture of any they would torment,

they fay, a pox on thee, I’ll fpite thee,

That at every meeting, before the fpirit va-
nifhes away, he appoints the next meeting, place
and time, and at his departure there is a foul
dmell. -~ At their meeting they have ufually wine
~or good beer, cakes, meat, or the like. They
- eat and drink really when they meet in their
bodies, dance alfo, and have mufick. The man
in black fits at the higher end, and Ann Bifhop
- ufually next him. He ufes fome words before

meat, and none after; his voice is audible, but
very low. &

They are carried fometimes in their bodies and
cloaths, fometimes without, and as this ex-
aminant. thinks, their bodies are left behind.

When only their fpirits are prefent, yet they
know one another.

When
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When they would bewitch man, woman, -

or child, they do it fometimes by a picture made
in wax, which the devil formally baptizeth.

- Sometimes they have an apple, difh, {poon, .
or other thing from their evil fpirit, which they
give to the party to whom they would do harm.
Ugon which they have power to hurt the perfon

who receives or eats it. Sometimes they have
power to do mifchief by a touch or a curfe, by
thefe they can mifchief cattle, and by curfing
without touching ; but neither without the devil’s
leave.

That the hath been at feveral general meetings
in the night at High Common, and a common
near Matcomb, and a place near Marnhull, and
other places, where have met John Combes,
John Vining, Richard Dihes, Thomas Rolfter,
Thomas Dunning, James Buth, a lame man,
Rachel King, Richard L.anmen, a woman
called Dunford, Alice Duke, Arn Bithop, Mary
Penny, and Chriftopher Ellen; all which did
obeyfance to the man in black, who was at every
one of their meecings. Ufually they have at
them fome picture baptized.

The man in black fometimes plays on a pipe
or cittern, and th: company dances. At laft

the devil vanifhes, and ail are carried to their
12 feveral

Anihe
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homes in a fhort fpace. At their parting they
fay, a boy! ‘merry meet, merry part.

; .,_That_ the rea{on why fhe caufed Elizabeth

Iill to be the more tormented was, becaufe

her father faid fhe was a witch.  That fhe had

feen Alice Duke’s familiar fuck her, in the thape

of a cat, and Ann Blihop s fuck her in the fhape
of a rat.

That fhe never heard the name of God or
Jefus Chrift mentioned at any of their meetings.

That Ann Bithop, about five years and a half
fince, did bring a picture in wax to their meet-
ing, which was baptized by the man in black,
and called Peter. It was for Robert Newman’s
child in Wincaunton. |

That fome two years ago, fhe gave two apples
to Agnes Vining, late wife of Richard Vining,
and that {he had one of the apples from the devil,
who then appeared to her, and told hery that
apple wouki do Vining’s wife’s bufinefs.

Takeén in'the prefence of feveral grave and
orthodox divines, before me,

ROBERT HUNT.

6. Exam. William Parfon’s, reétor of Stoke

. Trifler, examined, February 7, 1664, before Robert

Hun B
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Hunt, FEfq; concerning Elizabeth Style’s con-

~ feflion, faith, That he heard St);le before the
juttice of peace, at the time of 'her examination,
confefs, as the hath done alfo to the examinant
{everal times {ince, that fhe was in covenant with
the devil, that the had fizned it with her blood,
that fhe had been with the devil at feveral meet-
ings in the night, that at one time of thefe meet-
ings, there was brought a picCture in blackifh
wax, which the devil, in the fhape of a man in
blackifh cloaths, did baptize by the name ot Eliza-
beth Hill, that the did ftick one thorn into the
hand-wrifts of the pi&ure, that Alice Duke ftuck
thorns into the fame, and that Ann Bithop and
Mary Penny were prefent at that meeting with
the devil. '

Taken upon oath, before me,

ROBERT HUNT.

g 2. Exam. Nicholas Lambert, examined a-
‘ gain, January 26, 166, before Robert Hunt,
Efq; concerning what happened after Styles con-
fefion, teftifieth, That Elizabeth Style having
been examined before the Juftice, made her.con-
feflion, and committed to the officer: the
juftice required this examinant, Wiliam Thick,
and William Read of Bayford, to watch her,
which they did; and chis informant fitting near
Style, by the fire, and reading in the Practice
of Piety, about three o’clock in the morning,
there came from her head a gliftering bright fiy,

14 about
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about an inch in Iengt}\, which pitched at firft :

in the chimney, and then vanithed. In lefs
than a quarter of an hour after, there appeared
two flies more of a lefs fize, and another colour,
which feemed to firike at this examinant’s book,
but miffed it, the one going over, the other
under at the fame time. He looking ftedfaftly
then on Style, perceived her countenance to
change, and to become very black and ghattly,
the fire alfo at the {fame time changing in colour;
whereupon the examinant, Thick and Read con-
ceiving that her familiar was then about her, look-
ed to her poll, and feeing her hair fhake very
firangely, took it up, and thena fly, like a great
millar, flew cut from the place, and pitched on
the table board, and then vanithed away. Upon
this the examinant, and the other two perfons
looking again in Style’s 'pol}, found it very red
“ and like raw beef. The examinant afk’d her
what it was that went cut of her poll? fhe faid
it *was a butterfly, and afk’d them why
they had not caught it? Lambert faid, they
could noty 1 think fo too, anfwered fhe. A
little while after, the informant and the others
looking again into her poll, found the place to
be of its former colour. = The examinant de-
manded again what the fly was? She confefied
it was her familiar, and that fhe felt it tickle in

her
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her poll, and that was the ufual time when he,
familiar came to her.

Taken upon oath, before me,
ROBERT HUNT.

Alice Duke being examined likewife before
the fame juftice confeflfed, that about eleven or
twelve years ago, fhe entered into a compaét
with the devil, who appeared to her in the thape
of a man, and figned it with her blood; that
fhe had been at feveral meetings of witches
where was always prefent the devil, or man in
black ;- and gives much the fame account of what
was tranfacted there, as we find in Elizabeth
Style’s confeflion above related.

That the hurt Thomas Garret’s cows, becaufe
he refuled to write affec¢tion for her.

That the hurt Thomas Conway, by putting a
dith into his hand, which the had from the devil 3
fhe gave it him tc give his daughter, for Good

hand{el.

That the hurt Dorothy, the wife of GeorO'c-

Vining, by giving her an iron flate to put Iinto
her lieelmg box.

That being angry with Edith,

the daughter
of Edward Watts,

for treadw ; on her foot, fhe

curfed
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curfed Edith with a p@x on yo-ﬁ, and after
touched her, which hath done her much hurt,
for which fhe is forry. |

That being provoked by Swanton’s firit wife,
fhe did before her death curfe her with a pox- on
you, - believes (he did  thereby hurt her, but
denies fhe did bewitch Mr. Swanton’s cattle.

- She faith, that when the devi] doth ’any thing
for her, the calls for him by the name of Robin,
upon which .he appears, and when in the fhape
of 'a man, fhe can hear him fpeak, but his voice
is'very low. He promifed her, .when fhe made -
her contra& with him, that fhe thould want no-
thing ; but ever fince the has wanted all things.

Mary, the wife of Thomas Conway, ex-
amined March 6, 1664, faith, that her hufband
Thomas Conway, about a year ago, delivered
her a httle pewter difh, telling her he had it
from Alice Duke, for good handfel for his
daughter, who had lately lain in. In this difh
fhe warmed a little deer fuet and rofe . water, a-
nointing her daughter’s nipples with it, which put
her to extreme pain; upon which {fufpecting harm
from the dith, fthe put it into the fire, which then
prefently vanifh’d, and nothing of it could afeer-
wards ‘be found. After, when The anointed hey
daughter’s nipples with the fame deer {uet and

T rofe
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rofe water, warmed in a {poon, fhe complained
not of any pain. She farther faith, that her
hufband, afrer he had received the dith from
the hands of Alice Duke was taken ill in all his
limbs, and held for a long time in a very ﬂ:range
man-er.
‘Eaken upon oath, before me,

ROBERT HUNT.

We might add feveral other examinations be-
fore the fame juftice : But as they all tend to the
fame effe€t; and fearing left we thould cloy the
-reader by giving him too much of the fame difh s
we fhall proceed to exhibit fome other kind of
examples, tho’ ftill proceeding from the fame
~evil root of bitternefs, witchcraft.

The Trial of Frorence Newron,
an Irifh Witch at the Affizes at
Cork, September 11, 1661.

H IS Florence Newton was committed to

Youghall prifon, by the mayor of the
town, March 24, 1661, for bewitching Mary
- Langdon, - who gave evidence againft her at
Cork, as follows. i

Mary Langdon being fworn and examined,
what
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what fhe had to fay againft the faid Florence
Newton, for any praétice of witchcraft upon her-
felt; and being bidden to look on the prifoner,
her countenance changed pale, and fhe was very
fearful to look towards her, but at laft fhe did.
And being afk’d whether fhe knew her, faid fhe
did, and wifhed fhe never had. Being afk’d
how long fhe had known her, fhe faid for three
or four years; and that at Chriftmas laft, the
faid Florence came to the deponent, at the hou'le

sof John Pyne, of Youghall, where the depo-
nent was a fervant; and afk’d the deponent. to
give her a piece of beef out of the powcering
tub; and the deponent anfwering her, that
fhe would not give away her mafter’s beef,
Florence feemed very angry, and faid, thou
hadft as good have given it me, and fo went
away grumbling. :

- That about a week after, the deponent ‘going
to the water with a pail of cloth on her head,
fhe met the {aid Florence Newton who came full
in her face, and threw the pail off her head,
and violently kifs’d her, and faid, Mary, I pray
thee, let thee and I be friends; for I bear thee
no ill will, and I pray thee do thou bear me _
home. And that fhe, the depo::‘,ent, went after-
wards home, and that within a few days after,
fhe faw a woman with a veil over her face, ftand
by her bed-fide, and one ftanding by her like a

. : little
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little old man, in filk cloaths, and that this
& man, whom fhe took to be a fpirit, drew the
veil off from the woman’s face, and then fhe
knew it to be Goody Newton; and that the {pirit
ipake to the deponent, and would have had her
promife him to follow his advice, and fhe fthould
have all things after her own heart; to which fhe
fays, fhe anfwered, that the would have nothing
to fay to him, for her truft was in the Lord.

That within a month after the faid Florence
had kiflfed her, fhe, this deponent, fell very ill of
fits or trances, which would take her on the
fudden, in that violence, that three or four men
could not hold her; and in her fits fhe would
often be taken with vomitings, and would often vo-
mit up needles, pins, horfe.nails, ftubs, wool,.and
ftraw, and that very often. * And being afk’d,
whether fhe perceived at thofe times what fhe veo.-
mited? the {aid fhe did ; for then fhe was not in
fo great diftraction as in other pParts of her fits.the
was. And that a lictle before the beginning of
her fits, {everal (and very many) f{mall {tones
would fall upon her as fhe went up. and down,
and would follow her from place to place, and
from one room to anether, and would hit her on
the head, thoulders, and arms, and fill to the
~ground, and vanith away. And that fhe and
~ feveral others would fee them fal] g

. >on- her, and
on the ground,

but could never rake them,
fav;_e;_.
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fave only fome few, which fhe and her mafter
caught in their hands: amongft which one that
had a hole in it, fhe tied it (as fhe was advifed)
with a leathern thong to her purfe, but it was
vanifhed immediately, tho’ the leather continued
“tied in a full koot.

That in her fits the often faw this Florence
“Newton, and cried out againft her for torment-
ing of her, for fhe fays, that fhe would feveral
times ftick pins into her arms, and fome of.them
fo faft,; that a man muft pluck three or, four
times to get out the pin; and they were ﬂuck
between the fkin and the fleth.. That {fometimes
‘fhe fhould be removed out of her bed into an-
~other room, fometimes fhe fhould be carried to
“the top of the houfe, and laid ona board betwixt
two folar beams, fometimes put into a cheft,
fometimes under a parcel of wool, f{ometimes
betwixt two feather beds on which fhe ufed to lie,
and fometimes betwixt the bed and the mat .in
ner mafter’s chamber, in the day time.: And being
afk’d how the knew the was thus carried about
and difpofed of, feeing in her fits the was in a
 violent diftra&ion? She anfwered, fhe ‘never
knew where fhe was, till they of the family and
the neighbours with them, would be taking her
out of the places whither fhe was fo carried and
“removed. And being afk’d the reafon wherefore
fhe cried out fo much againft the faid Florence
Newten

e
-
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Newton in her fits? She anfwered, becaufe fhe
both faw her, and felt her torturing.

And being afked, how fhe could think it was |
Florence Newton that did her this prejudice?
She faid, firft becaufe fhe threaten’d her; then
becaufe after fhe had ktfa d ht..l‘, (he fH 1tito
thefe fits, and that the both faw and felt her tor-
menti'ng. _ And, laftly, that when the people. of
the family; by advice of the neighbours, and con-
fent of the mayor, had fent for Florence Newton,,
to come to the deponent, fhe was always worle
Wh'en*fhe was . brought unto her, °nd her ﬁts
more violent than at another time. And that
after the faid Florence had been committed at
Youghall, the depOnent was not troubled, but
was very well till a little while after the faid Flo-

rence was removed to Cork, and then the. de-
| ponent was as ill as ever before.. And the mayor
of Youcrha” one Mr, Mayre, then fent to know
whether the fcud Florence were. bolted (as the
deponent - was. told) and finding fhe was not,
order was given to put her bolts an - heey
Which being donf';__ the. deponent faith, fhe
was well again, and {o hath continued ever
fince. And being afked, whether fhe had fuch
like fits before the faid Florence gave her the kifs,
{he {aith, fhe never had any, but believes that
with that kifs fhe bewitched her, and the rather
fbec.iufﬂ {he hath heard from NlChO]dS Pyne, and
others,



BT

others, that the faid Florence had confefréfd ag

- much.

- Mary Langdon having clofed her evidence,

Florence Newton peep’d at her, as it were be-

twixt the heads of the byftanders that interpofed
betwixt her and the faid Mary, and lifting up
both her hands together, as they were manacled,
caft them in an angry violent motion (as was {een

and obferved by W. Afhton) towards this faid °
Mary, as if fhe intended to firike at her, if

the could have reach’d her, and faid, now fhe
is down. Upon which the maid fell fuddenly
down to the ground like a ftone, and fell into
a moft violent fit, that all the people that could
come to lay hands on her could {carce hold her
the biting her own arms, and fhricking out in a
moft hideous manner, to the amazement of all the
beholders. = And continuing fo for® about a
quarter of an hour (the faid Florence Newton
fitting by herfelf all that while pinching her own
hands and arms, as was {worn by fome that
obferved her) the maid was order’d to be taken

out of court, and carried into a houfe. Whence

feveral perfons after that brought word, that
‘the maid was in a vomiting fit, and they brought
in feveral crooked pins, and ftraws, and wool,
in white foam like fpittle in great proportions:
wheleupon the court having taken notice, that
" the maid had faid fhe had been very well when
the

&gt
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k’he faid Florencc was in bolts, and 111 when out
of them, till they were again put on her, de-
manded of the jailor if fhe was in bolts or noj
he faid fhe was not, but only manacled. Upon
which, order was given to put on her bolts]
and on putting them on, fhe cried out fhe was
kill’d, fhe was undone, fhe was fpoiled. why
do you tormient me thus? and {o complaining grie-
voufly for a quarter of an hour. And then came
in a meffenger from the maid, and informed the
court fhe was well. At which Florence immedi<
ately and cholerickly pronsunced thefe words,
She is not well yet. And being demanded how
fthe knew fhe was not well > She denied
the faid fo, tho’ many in court heard her
fay thHe words; dnd fthe faid;, if fhe did, fhe
knew not what fhe faid, being old and difquieted;
and diftralted with her fuﬁ'ermgs. But the maid
bemg reafonably come to heti"e]ﬁ was, before
the court knew any thing of ir, fent out of town
to Youghall, and fo wads no farther examined

by the court.

The ft of th: maid being urged by the court
with all the circumf{tances of it upon FI()"'encé
to have been a continuance of her devilith prac-
tice, fhe denied it, and likewife the motion 0{
her hands, . or the faying, now fheis down, tho’
the court faw the firt, and the words were fworn
by one Roger Moor. And one Thomas Harrifon

K fwore
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fwore that he had obferved the faid Florence to
peep at her, * and wufed that - motion with her -
hands, and faw the maid immediately fall upon

that motion, and heard the words

s how fhe 18
down, uttered. ‘

Nicholas Stout depofed, That he had oft tried,
baving heard it often faid, that witches could not
fay the L.ord’s Prayer, whether the could fay
that prayer or no, and found fhe could nor.
Y’Vhereufmn fhe faid fhe cculd fay it, and had
often faid it, defired the court to hear her fay
it; they gave her leave, and four times together,

after thefe words, give us this day our daily
bread, fhe continually faid, as we forgive them,

always leaving out the words, and forgwe us our
trefpafies ; upon which the court appointed one
near her to teach her thefe words fhe fo left our,
But cither fhe could not or would not fay them,
ufing only thefe or the like words when thefe
were repeated, ay, ay, trefpafles, that’s  the
words. ~And being often prefled to utter the
words as they were repeated to her, fhe did nor.

And being afked the reafon, fhe faid the was old,

and had a bad momany and being afked how
her memory ferv’d her fo well for other parts of the

prayer, and only fail’d her for thar, fhe faid fhc.
knew not, neither could fthe help it.

John Pyne dcpoﬁfd,. that about January laft, the
_ ‘ faid
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faid Mary L:mnrdon being his fervant, was much
tiroubled with httle ftones that were throun at her
wherever the wer:, and that he hath fren them
. come as if they were thrown at her; others as if
they dropped on her, and that he has feen oreat
quantities of them, and that they would after
~ they had hit her fall on the ground, and then
vanifh, fo that none of them could be found.

And farther, that the maid once caught one of
them, and he himfelf another, and one of
them with a hole in it, fhe tied to her purfe;
but it vanifh’d in a little time, but the knot of
the leather that tied it remained unalter’d. T hat
after thefe ftones had thus haunred her, fthe fell
into moft grievous fits, wherein the was {o vio-
lently -diftraéted, that four men would have

much ado to hold her, and thit at the hzcru,ﬂ:
extremity of her fits, fhe would Cry out againft
Gammer Newton, for l‘lllltlnf"‘ and tormf‘ntincr
of . her. That fometimes the maid would be
reading in the. bible, and on a fudden he hmh
feen the bible ftruck out of her hand, into the

middle of the room, and fhe imm ediately caft
into a violent fit.. That in her fits, he hath feen
two bibles laid on her breaft, and in the twin kimg
of an eye, they would be caft between the two

beds the maid lay on, fometimes threwn into the

middle of the room; and that Nicholas Pyne
¥

held the bible in the maid’s hands {o faﬂ:g, that

it being fuddenly fnatch’d away, two of the

leaves were torn: That in many other fits the
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maid was removed ftrangely in the twinkling
of an eye, out of the bed, fometimes into the
bottom of a cheft with linen, under all the linen,
and the linen not at all difordered, fometimes
between the two beds fhe lay on, fometimes
under a parcel of wool, fometimes betwixt his bed
and the mat of it in another room; and once
fhe was laid on a fmall deal board, which lay on
the top of the houfe betwixt two follar beams,
where he was forced to rear up ladders to fetch
her down. That in her fits fhe hath often vo-
mited up wool, pins, horfe-nails, ftraw, needles,
and mofs, with a kind of white foam or fpittle,
and hath had feveral pins ftuck into her arms and -
hands, that fometimes a man muft pull three or
four times before he could pull them out; and
fome have been ftuck between the flelh and the
fkin, where they might perfeétly be feen, but
not taken out, nor any place feen where they
were put in.  That when the witch was brought
into the room where fhe was, the would be in
more vioient and longer lafting fits than at other
times. That all the time the witch was at li-
berty, the maid was ill: as foon as fhe was com-
mitted and bolted, fhe recovered and was well,
and when the witch was removed to Cork the
maid fell ill. And thereupon the mayor of
Youghall fent to fee if the was bolted, and to
acquaint them that the maid was 1ill, and to de-
fire them to bolt the witch if fhe was not fo.

That
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That fhe immediately mended, and was as well
as ever fhe was; and when the meflenger came
from Cork, and told them when the witch was
bolted, it fell out at the very time the maid a-
mended at Youghall.

Nicholas Pyne depofed, that the fecond night
after the witch was in prifon, being the twenty-
fourth of March laft, he and Jofeph Thomfion,
and Roger Hawkins, and fome others, went to
ipeak with her concerning the maid, and told
her that it was the general opinion of the town
that fthe had bewitched her, ard defired her to
deal freely with them, whether the had bewitched
her or no. She faid the had not bewitched her,
but it may be the had overlooked her, and that
there was a great difference between bewitching
and overlooking, and that the would not have
done her any harm if the had not touch’d her,
and that therefore the had kifs’d her. And fhe
faid, that what milchief fhe thought of at that
time fhe kifs’d her, that would fall upon her,
and fhe would not confefs but fhe had wronged
her, and thereupon fell down upon her knees, and
prayed God to forgive her for wronging the poor
wench. They wifh’d that fhe mwht not be
wholly deftroy’d by her; to which fhe faid, it
mufit be another that muft help her, and not
they that did the harm. And then fhe faid,

there were others, as Goody Halfpenny, and
K23 Goody:
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Goody Dod in town, that could do the’l_’cﬁthi'ng_sf

as well as the, and that it mighi be one of them
that had done the maid wrong.

That towards evenirg, the door of the prifon
fhook, and fhe arofe up haftily and faid, What
makeft thou here this time a night; and there
was a very great noife, as if fomebody with bolts
and chains had been running up and down the
room; and they afked her what it was fhe fpoke
to, and whatic was made the noife ? and fhe faid,
{he faw nothing ; woeither did fhe fay any thing,
and if the did it was fhe knew not what. But
the next day fhe confeflfed it was a {Ipirit, and
her familiar in the fhape of a greyhound.

And he faid farther. That he and Mr,
Edward Perry, and others, for tryal, took a
tile of tiie prifon next the place where the witch
Jay, and carried it to the houfe where the maid
liv’d, and put it into the fire till it ‘was red hot,
and then dropped fome of the maid’s water 0pod
it, and the witch was then grievoufly tormented,

and when the water was confumed {he was well
again,

And as to the ftones falling on and caft at the
maid, 2s to the maid’s fits, her removal into
the chen, under the wool, between the feather
beds, on the top of the deal board betwixt twag

foliar

ARy
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follar beams, concerning the bibles and their re-
moves, his holding one of them in the maid’s
bands till two of the leaves were tora out, con-
cerning the maid’s vomiting, and calling out a-
gainft the witch, he agrees perfectly with John
Pyne throughout, as before.

Edward Perry depofed, that he, Mr. Greatrix,
and Mr. Blackwall, went to the maid, and Mr.
Greatrix and he had read of a way to difcover
a witch, which he would putin practice. And
fo they fent for the witch, and fet her on a ftool,
and a fhoemaker with a firong awl endeavoured
to ftick it in the flool, but could not till the
third time. And then they bad her come off
the ftool, but the faid fhe was very weary and
could not ftir. Then two of them pulled her
off, and the man went to pull out his awl, and
it drapt intc his hand with half an inch broke
off of the blade of it: they all looked to
find it where it hadtbeen fluck, but could not
find any place where an entry had been made
by it. Then they took another awl, and put
ic-into the maid’s hand, and one of them took
the maid’s hand, and ran viclently at the witch’s
hand with it, but could not enter it, tho’ the
awl was fo bentr, that none of them could put
it (trait again. Then Mr. Blackwall took a

launce, and launced one of her hands an inch -
and a half long, and a quarter of an inch deep, -
| K4 bug
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but it bled not at all. Then he launced the other
hand, and then they bled.

He further faith, that after the was in prifon,
he went with Rooer Flawkins and others to dif-
courfe with the Wu‘(.h about the maid, and they
afk’d what it was fhe {poke to the day befores
ani after fome denial, fhe faid it was a grey-
hound which was her familiar, and went out at
tbe window ; and then fhe faid, Ifl have donc
the maid hure T am forry for it And being
then afked whether fhe had done her any hurt,
fhe faid fhe never did bewitch her, but confeflfed
{he overlooked her that time fhe kifs’d her, but
that the could notr now help her, for none could
help that did the mifchief, but others. And
furcher {aith, that after the affizes at Cafhall,
he meeting with one William Lap, and dlf-
courfing about thefe paffages with him, the faid
La.p told the deponent, that if he would but
take 2 tile off the houfe near the place where the
“uch lay, and heat it red hot in the fire, and
then ‘take fome of the maid’s water -and drop
wpon' it, that fo long as this was doing, he
fhould find the witch moft grievoufly tormented ¢
That afterwzards he, FEdward Perry, « Nicholas
Pvm, and others, put this in pra&tice, and found
t]m.t the witch was extreme]y tormented and
yexed, and when the experiment was over fhe
came to Lex felf ; and then they afked her how fhe

camc
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came to hurt the maid? She faid, that what evj
fhe thought againft the maid that time fhe kifs’d
her, that would fall upon her, and that fhe
could not have hurt her except fhe had touch’d
her, and then fhe fell on her knees and confeffed
fhe had wronged the maid, and defired God to
forgive her. And then they put her upon faying
the L.ord’s Prayer, but fhe could not fay the
words, and forgive us our tre{pafies.

Mr. Wood, a minifter depofed, That having
heard of the ftones dropp’d and thrown at the
maid, and of her fits, and meeting with the
maid’s brother, he went along with him to the
maid, he found her in a fit, crying out againft
Gammer Newton, that the pricked her and hurt
her. And when fhe came to herfelf, he afked
her, what had touched her? and fhe faid,
Gammer Newton.  The deponent faid, why, the
was not there.  Yes, faid fthe, I faw her by my
bedfide. The deponent then afked her, the ori-
ginal of all, which fhe related from the time of
her begging the beef, and after kiffing, and
fo to that time. ‘Thart then they caufed the maid
to be got up, and fent for Florence Newton,
but fhe refufed to come, pretending fhe was fick,
tho’ indeed it appeared the was very well.  Then
the mayor of Youghall came in and ipake with
the maid, and then fent again, and caufed Flo-
rence Newton to be brought in, and immediately

the maid fell into her fit far more violent, and

three
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three times as long as at any other time; and
all the time the witch was in the chamber
" the maid cried continually of being hurt here and
there, but never named the witch ; but as foon
as the was removed, then fhe cried out againft
‘her by the name of Gammer Newton, and this
for feveral times. And ftill when the witch was
out of the chamber, the maid would defire to
go to prayers, and he faw good affetions in her
in time of prayer; but when the witch was
brought in again, tho’ never fo privately, altho’
the could not poflibly, as he conceives, fee her,
{he would be immediately fenfelefs and like to
be ftrangled, and {o would centinue till the
witch was taken out, and then tho’ never {o
privately carried away, fhe would come again to
her fenfes. That afterwards Mr. Greatrix, Mr.
Blackwall, and fome others, who would need
fatisfy themielves in the influence of the witch’s
prefence, tried it, and found it feveral times,
Altho’ he did it with all poffible privacy, and fo
as none could think it poffible for the maid to
know either of the witch’s coming in or going

out.

Richard Mayre, mayor of Youghall depofed,
That about the twenty-fourth of March laft, he
fent for Florence Newton, and examined her
about the maid, and fhe at firft denied, and
accufed good wife Halfpenny and good wife Dod,

but
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but at ]éngth, when he had caufed a boafﬁ-.-._t'_:o-;,bc

provided, and had thought to have tried the
water experiment on them all three, then
Florence Newton confefled fhe had overlooked
the maid, and done her wrong with a kifs; for
which fhe was heartily forry, and defired God
to forgive her. That then he likewife examined
the other two women, Halfpenny and Dod, but
they utterly denied it, and were content to abide
any tryal : Whereupon he caufed both Florence,
Halfpenny, and Dod to be carried to the maid ;
and he told her, thefe two women or one of
them were faid by Gammer Newton to have done
her hurt : But fhe aniwered, no, no ; they are ho-
neft women ; it is Gammer Newton that hurts me,
and I believe the is not far off. That ¢
afterwards brought in Newton
then the fell into 2 moft violent fie ready to be
firangled, till the witch wag removed, and then
fhe was well again, and this for three {everal times.
He farther depofed, that there were three alder-
meninYoughall,whofe children the had kifs’d,as he
had heard them aflirm, and ai] the children died
prefently after.  And to the lending herto ! ork to
have the bolts put on, f{wears as before depofed.

hen they
privately, and

Hithertowehave heard the mottconf
dence touching Florence Newron’s witchcraft up-
on Mary Liangdon, for which the was committed
to Youghall prifon, March 24, 16513 but April
following fhe bewitched oneDavid jones to death,

by

derableevi-
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by kifling his hand thro’ the grate of the prifon,
for which fhe was indicted at Cork affizes, and the
evidence is as follows: -

Flenor Jones, relict of the faid David Jones,
being fworn and examined in open court, what
fhe knew concerning any practice of witchcraft
by the faid Florence Newton upon the faid David
her hufband, depofed, That in April laft, the
faid David, her late hufband, having been out all
the night, came home early the next morning,
and faid to her. Where do’fl thou think I have
been all night? To which fhe anfwered, fhe
knew not. He replied, I and Frank Belfely
have been ftanding centinel’ over the witch all
night. To which fhe faid, why, what burt is
that? Hurt, quoth he, marry, and I doubrt it
is never the better for me, for the hath kifs’d
my hand, and I have had a great pain in that
arm, and I verily believe the hath hewitched
me, if ever fthe bewitched any man, to which
‘fhe anfwered, the IL.ord forbid! That all the
“pight and continually from that time, he was
- reftlefs and ill, complaining exceedingly of a
great pain in his arm for feven days together;
and “at feven days end he complained that the
pain was come from his arm to his heart,
and then kept his bed, night and day grievoully
afflicted, and crying out againft Florence Newton,
and about fourteen days after died.

Francis
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Francis Befely depofed. That about the time
above-mentioned, meeting with the faid David
Jones, and difcourfing with him of the f{everal
reports  then ftirring againft the faid Florence
Newton (who was then in prifon at Y oughall, for
bewitching Mary Langdon), wviz. That fhe had
feveral familiars reforting to her in fundry fhapes;
the faid David Jones told him, the faid Francis
Befely, that he had a great mind to watch her
one night, to obferve whether he could fee any
cats or other creatures refort to her thro’ the
grate, as “twas fufpected they did, and defired the
faid Francis to go with him, which he did. And
that when they came thither, David Jones came
to Flerence, and told her, that he had heard {he
could not fay the Lord’s Prayer, to which fhe
anfwer’d. = She could. He then defired her to
fay it ; but the excufed herfelf by the decay of
her memory thro’ old age: Then David Jones
began to teach her, but the could not, or would
not fay it, tho’ often taught ir.

Upon which the faid Jones and Befely. being
withdrawn a little from her, and difcourf{ing upon
her not being able to fay this prayer, fhe called
out to Jones, and faid, David, David, come
hither, T can fay the Iord’s Prayer now. Upon
which David went towards her, and the faid de-
ponent would have pluck’d him back, and have
perfuaded him not to go to her, bur he ‘would

not
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not be perfuaded but went to the grate to her,
and the began to fay the L.ord’s Prayer, but could
not fay, forgive us our trefpafles, fo that Davui,
again taught her, which fhe feem’d to take very
thankfully, and told him the had a great mind
to have kifs’d him, but that the grate hinder’d,
but defired fhe might kifs-his hand ; whereupon

he gave her his hand thro’ the grate, and fhe

kifs’d it, and towards break of day they went
away and parted, and foon after, he heard that
David Jones was ill. Whereupon he went to
vifit him two or three days after, and found him
very ill of a pain in the arm, which he exceed-
ingly complained of, and told the deponent,
that ever fince he parted with him, he had been
feized with that pain, and that the old hag had
bewitch’d him when fhe kifs’d his hand, and
that the had him now by the hand, and was pul-
ling off his arm. And he faid, do you not fee
the old hag how fhe pulls me? Well, I lay my
death to her, fhe has bewitch’d me. And feveral
times after, would complain that the had tor~
mented him, and bewitched him, and that he laid

his death to her. And after fourteen days lan=
cuithing he died.

The
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| The N arrative of Mr. Poor, an Officer

in the Court to JupGE ArcHER, in
his Circuit, concerning the Trial
of Jurian Cox, for Witchceraft.

Ulian Cox, aged about 70, was indifted at -

Taunton in Somerfetfhire, at the fummer
aflizes, 1663, before Judge Archer, for witch-
craft, which fhe pracifed on a young maid,
whereby her body languithed, and was impaired
of health, by reafon of firange fits on account
of the faid witchcraft.

‘The evidence againft her was divided into two
branches : Firft, to prove her a witch in general ;

fecondly, to prove her guilty of the witchcraft
contained in the indi€&tment.

For proof of the firft particular: The firft
witnefs was a huntfman, who fwore that he went
out with a pack of hounds to hunt a hare, and
not far from Julian Cox’s houfe, he ar laft ftarted
a hare. The dogs hunted her very clofe, and
the third ring hunted her in view, till ac la(t the
huntfman perceiving the hare almol fpent, and
making towards a great buth, he ran on the other

fide
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fide of the bufh to take her up, and prefervé hef

from the dogs ; but as foon as he had laid hands
on her, it proved to be Julian Cox, who had her
head grovelling on the ground, and her globes
(as he exprefs’d it) upwards. He kﬂowmg her,
was fo affrighted that his hair ftood an end ; 2nd
yet fpake to her, and afk’d Her what brought her
there ? But the was fo out of breath, that (he
could not make him any anfwer. . His dogs alfo
came up with full cry to recover their game, and
fmelt at her, and fo left off hunting any farther.
And the huntfman with his dogs weit home pre-
fently, fadly affrighted.

Secondly, another witnefs {wore, that as he
paffed by Cox’s door, fhe was taking a pipe of
tobacco on the threfhold of her door, and invited
him to come in and take a pipe, which he did s
and as he was fmoaking, Julian faid to'him,
neighbour, look what a pretty thing there is:
He look’d down, and there was a mon{’trous
great toad between his legs, ftaring him in the
face. He endeavour’d to kill it by fpurning ity
but could not hitit. Whereupon Julian bade him
forbear, and it would do him no hurt; but he
threw down his pipe and went home (which was
about two miles off} and told his family what had
happen’d, and that he believed it was one of
Julian Cox’s devils.

After;
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After, he was taking a pipe of tobicto at
home, and the fame toad appear’d  betwixt his

“legs. He took the toad out to kill it, and to
his thinking, cut it into feveral pieces; but re-

turning to his pipe; the toad ftill appeared. He

endeavour’d to burn it; but could not. At length
he took a {witch and beat it 3 the toad ran feve=
ral times about the room to.avoid him,; he ftill

purfuing it with corretion; at length the toad

cried, and vanithed; and bhe was never after
troubled with it.

Thirdly, another fwore; that Julian i)‘éfs’d by;

his yard while his beafts were in milking, and
ftooping down f{cored on the ground for fome

fmall time; during which time his cattle ran
mad, fome run their heads againft the treesy
and moft of them died f{peedily. =~ Whereupon

concluding they were bewitched; hLe was after

advifed to this experimenty to find out the witchy
viz. to cut off the ears of the bewitch’d beafts,

and barn them, and that the witch fhould be in =
mifery, and could not reft till they were p]uck’d--';*'

out ; which he tried, and while they were burn-
ing, Julian Co¥ came into the houfe, raging and
fcolding, that they had abufed her without caufe,
but the went prefently to the fire, and took out
the ears that were burning, and then fhe was

quiet.

Fourthly,
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Fourthly, another witnels fwore, that fhe had
feen Julian Cox fly into her own chamber window,

10 her full proportion, that fhe very well knew
hcr, and was fure it was fhe.

F ifehly, another‘ evidence wasithe confeflion
of Julian Cox hérfelf, on'her examination  before
a juftice of peace; which was to 'this purpofe s
That fhe had been often tempted: by the devil,
but ‘never confented: ‘That' one ‘evening -fhe
walk’d out’ about a‘-‘n‘)a}le'= from’ her owii*houfe,
and there came riding towards her three ‘perfons
upon three broom ftaves, borne up about a3 yard
and 'a half from the’ mound two ‘of - t;hem {he
formerly knéw, who were a witeh and ff'.wmardf
that' were hang’d for witeherafe feverals »years be-
fore.” "The third perfon fhe knew not; he came
in the fhape of a black'man, and tempted. her:
to give him her foul, or to that eﬁ'e&, and to
exprefs it by pricking her' finger,  and! giving:
her name in bloed in token of it, and teld her;
That fhe had revenge againft feveraliperfons that
had wrong’d her, but could not brin® her purpofe
to pafs without his help; and ‘that upon the terms
aforefaid he would affift her toB& tevenged againft
them ; but fhe faid, fhe did not cenfent 'to. it.
This was the fum of the general evxdence to prove
her a witch.

»

But new for the fecond particular, to prove

her
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her guilty of the witchcraft upon the miaid,
whereof fhe was indicted, this evidence - was
offer’d.

It was prov’d that Julian Cox came for an
alms to the houfe where this. maid was a fervant,
and that the maid told her, fhe fhould hayve none,
and gave her a crofs anfwer that difpleafed Ju-
lian ; whereupon Julian was angry, and told the
- maid fhe fhould repent it before night, and fo
the did 5 for before night the was taken with a
convulfion fir, apd that after that left her, fhe
faw juliah Cox ;follo_wip.g her, and cried out to
the peopleof ‘the houfe to fave her from Ju-
lan, .~ &

But rione faw Julian but the maid, and all
did impute it to her imagination only. And in
the night. fhe cried out of Julian Cox, and the
black man, that they came upon her bed, and
tempted her to drink fomething they offer’d
her 3 but fhé cried out, fhe defied the devil’s
drenches. ‘This alfo they imputed to her ima-
gination, and bade her:be quiet, becaufe they in
the fame chamber with her did not fee or hear
any thing; and they thought it had been her
conceit only.

The maid the next night expelting the fame
sonfli¢t the had the night before, took up with.
| ' L 2 her
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her a kmfc, ‘and’ lald it at her bed’s head. About
the fame time of the night as before, Julian and
the black man came again upon the maid’s bed,
and tempted her to drink that which they brought,
but the refufed, crying,.in the audlence of the
reft of - the famzly, ‘That fhe defied the devil’s
drenches, and took the kmfe and ftabb’d Julian,
‘and, as fhe faid, wounded her in the ]eg, and
was imporsunate with the witnefs to ride 10 Ju-
lian Cox’s houfe prefently to fee if it was not fo.
The witnefs went and took’ the kmfe with him.
Julian Cox would not let hm*_ in, but they forc’d
‘the door open, and found a ﬁeIh wound in Ju-
lian’s leg, as the maid had faid, which ‘did fuit |
with the knife, and Julian had been jult dreﬁing
it when the witnefs came. Therc was blood alfo
found vpon the maid’s bed _ ,
The ' next morning the ‘maid’ contmued her
outcries, that Julian Cox appcar’d to her on the
houfe-wall, and offer’d her great plns," which
the was forc’d to fwallow.” And all the day the
maid was obferv’d to convey her hand to' the
houfe-wall, and from the wall to her mouth,
and fhe feem’d by the motion of her mouth, as
if fhe did eat fomething ; but none faw any, thing
but the maid, and therefore thought ftill it might
be her fancy, and did not much mind it. But
towards night this maid began to be very ill,
and complain’d, that the pins that Julian forc’d
: her
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her to eat out of the wall, did torment her in
all parts of her body fo that fhe could not endure
it, and made lamentable outcries thro’ pain,
whereupon, {everal perfons being prefent, the
maid was undrefs’d, and in feveral parts of her
body feveral great {wellings appeared, and out
of the heads of the fwellings, feveral pins points
appeared which the W1tnﬁfs took out ; and upon
the trial there were about thirty great pins pro-
duc’d, which I myfelf handled, all which were
fworn to by feveral witnefies, that they were taken
out of the maid’s body, in manner aforefaid.

Judge Archer who tried the prifoner, told
the jury, That he had heard that a witch could
not repeat that petition in the Lord’s Prayer,
and lead us not into temptation, and having
this occafion, he would try the experiment, and™
told the jury, that whether fhe could or could
not they were not in the leaft meafure to guide’
their verdilt accordmg to it, becaufe it was not
legal evidence, but that they muft be guided in
their verdls‘t by the farmﬂr evxdem.es given in

upon oath only

The prifoner was call’d for up .to the next bar
to the courtyand demaanded if fhs could fay the
Lord’s Prayer ? She faid the could, anl went
over the prayer readily, till the came to cthae p=-
g‘;v.;jo_g; ; then fhe faid,land lead us iatotempration,

| A L, 2 Ofy
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or, lead us not into 'no temptation ; but could

not fay, and lead us'mot into temptation, tho’

~{he was directed to fay it after one that repeated

it to her diftin&ly ; but fhe could not repeat it

otherwife than is exprefs’d already, tho’ they
tried to do it near half a fcore times in open

court,

Afrer all which, the jury found her guilty, and

judgment having been given upon her, the was
- executed without any confeflion of the fact.

i

The Pofiefled ; or, the Demoniac
of Surrey.

| THE hiftory of” this ftrange affair, is con-

tained in the following teftimonies and

informations, upon oath, of feveral perfons, vo-

luntarily offer’d, concerning Richard Dugdale, of

Whalley, in Lancathire, gardener; taken before

Hugh Lord Willoughby, and Ralph Egerton,’

Efquires, juftices for the faid county, at Hol-
comb, July 29, 169s;.

Thomas Dugdale, father of the faid Richard’

Dugdale, maketh oath, that he confulted one
Crabuiee in behalf of his faid fon, then under a

ﬁ,‘;@gge dlﬁemper, and had his' anfwer,  that ‘if

e 1O there
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there was. money enough he could efed the
CUSE 3. whereuyon the faid deponent feeing his
fon’s body much weaken’d with the faid Cl‘ab"‘_
tree’sphyfic, and bis fits more violent, pplted'
: hi__rfifclf to Mr. Jolly, a neighbouring minifter,
and others of his brethren in the miniftry. And
this deponent fays, he hath f{een his fon vomit.
‘i’jp {tones {everal times, and other things. Once
he declared, he mauft either vomit up gold,
filver, or brafs rings, and hair-buttons, and ac-
cordingly did fo. At other times he vomited
areat {tones, allo blue ftones like flints. |

»

Ohne, time he vomited a ftone an inch and a
half long, and an inch and a half broad, having
blood upon the edges, which this deponent and
others {tanding by him, apprehended to be pain-
ful to him. :

And further this deponent maketh oath, That
one day a little before night, walking by his
{aid fon then in a fit, it growing dark a candle
being brought in, the deponent locking upon
him, there was a great {tone laid upon his belly,
weighing abourt twc_:lve or thirteen pounds, this
deponent not knowing: how it came there, nor |
were there any fuch-like {tones about the houfe.
Befides, ftones have been thrown at the barr;}f'_..
fide, falling very thick upon the door,  yet this:

deponent could never difcover the  han i that

; oo 1. 4 threw sl e
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threw them, nor any perfon employ’d therein,
altho’ this deponent’s wife was hit with one of
them but without any hurt. At other times
the faid Richard Dugdale would caft geefe dung
at this deponent, and others ftanding by, Wthh
he feemed to fetch out of the barn-fide 5 altho?
neither this deponent, nor thofe that were with
him could find any there, nor difcover any one
that brought it, nor were there any geefe kept
at the houle, nor other geefe came near it. And
laftly, this deponent faith, That his fon would
run upon his hands and feet together, as faft as
moft men could run upon their feer alone, and
his body would be fometimes fo heavy, that
two or three firong men could hardly lift him

up; and at other times as light as a bag of
feathers,

John Walmfly of Harwood, in the f2id county
of Lancafter, fadler, depofes, T hat ke hath feen
~ the faid Richard Dugdale in a, fit; held in a
chair by fix men. And whilft his feet were off
the ground, he hath leaped up in the chair for
two or three hours togecher, as faft as a - man can
ordinarily count any thmg, and hath fo fweared
thro’ his cloaths, that it hath ftood like a dew
upon them. Moreover, this déponent hath taken
the faid Richard Dugdale by the fhoe, betwixt
this deponent’s fore-finger and thumb, another
tamer him at his head, and  {o Aftmcr him up,

this
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this deponent could not think he weighed fix
pounds.

And further this deponent fays, That Mr. Jolly
the minifter, fending word by him to the faid
Richard’s father, that the minifters would be at
his houfe, called Surrey, on fuch a day, this
deponent going the fame day he was ipoken to
with his errand, the faid Richard declared it
before this deponent mention™d it ; as likewife
what minifters would be there.

And further, this deponent upon his oath faith,
That 'the faid Richard Dugdale in fome of his
fits, opening his hand, hath received written
papers into it, none of the by-ftanders knowing
how they came thither, which the faid Richard
Dugdale hath given people about him. Alfo
the faid deponent hath feen him fhufe rufhes
like ‘cards, and play games on them, as tho’
he had been playing with fome other perfon
- with whom he had chid about the cafts, curfing
and {wearing about his play, faying, Do not
gamefters thus ? He likewife play” ! with ruthes
as if they had been dice, and ufing exaltly feveral
expreflions, faying, People think this is l4id
upon me for my fins, but I never was a gamefter
in my life, neither know I how to play at fuch
games when out of my fits.  And the faid
Richard Dugdale did likewife play at bowls,

- i * making
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making bowls of rufhes; and when he had
thrown the jack, he faid, I muft now throw my
gill ; then running a good way; as if he had
been running after a bowl, {wearing, run, run,
fiee, flee, hold a biafs ; and fometimes he catched
up rufthes, as if they had been bowls, fwearing,
firrah, ftand out of the way, er I’'ll knock out
your brains ; adding, I never was a bowler:
But don’t gentlemen do thus ?

And this deponent fays, That the faid Richard
Dugdale had feveral fits, after being threaten’d
with his being brought before a juftice of peace.
Once being in his laft fit, when this deponent
was prefent he declared his fit was: thro’ obfef-
fion, and in a combination, which fhould never
be difcover’d whillt the world endured. And
this deponent hath feen him in a great fit, as
in a great agony with fomething he could not
 fee, and they hath been taken up and thrown
backwards fet upon his head, and fo ftood tiil
he was pulled down by one John Fletcher. As
alfo this deponent hath heard him curfe  and
fwear, his gefture being fo terrible, it would
have frighted a' man to come near him, and
yet in a moment’s time after, in fuch a fear that .
he fought to creep into any hole, or behind any
body to have hid himfelf, and fo lamented him-
felf, as moved the ftanders-by with great com-
paffion. He would at other times have told .

when . -
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when his fits would begin, when he had two or
three in one day, or three or four days afunder,
wherein he was never difproved, that-he. knew
of,” which' fts commonly began ‘in the calf of
his }eg; :i;i&'wrdl}ght upwards intd the Cheﬁ_ of.i
his body, ‘and then he was thrown down, where
he would lie for a'good while as dead, or breath.
lefs, and ‘then would Have a ftrange noife in
his mouth and nofe, ahd 'there woild to his’ ap-
prehenfion; be fomething like whelps in his bo-
fom before he rofe, after which fometimes he
would be very furious, fomeétimes more quiet.,

John Livefy, of Clayton, in the county of
Lancafter, maketh oath, Thir he the deponent
being at home with him, the faid Richard Dug-
dale, he curfed and fwore, making ‘anfwer to
fomething at the window that he could not fee,
whom he called Nicholas, faying, he would o0
with him. And this deponent being with him
at the chapel-door, he then being in a trance,
this deponent obferved there would be fuch noife
in his breaft, as went in chorus with the people’s
voices, finging, or turning as they did, and cea-
fing when they ceafed ; and whilft his eyes were
clofe thut, he told a2 woman fhe had a p‘izpé in

- her pocket, which ‘proved very true. '

! Alfo this deponent hath feen him run‘ over
three or four ftiles with his eyes clofed, and hath
heard his voice as.in his ordinary difcourfe,when

the




[ 220 '}
the deponent hath been above a mile diftant
from him.

Nathaniel Waddington, of Altham, in the
county of Lancafter, hufbandman, upon his oath
faith, That he hath carried the faid Richard
Dugdale in one of his fits, for the fpace of eight
roods, that at the beginning of fome of his fits
he would be as light as a feather-bolfter, but *
before he came out, heavier than aload of corn.
That fometimes this deponent hath taken him
off the ground by his buttons with one hand,
and to thxs deponent’s thinking , he hath weigh’d
but twenty pounds. And further this deponent
faith, That in fome of his fits. a {welling ‘as
big as a man’s hand in one of his legs, moved
towards his knee, that in fome of his fits he
had more ﬁrength than fix ftrong men.

John Darrell, of Wifmall, in the county of
Lancafter, hufbandman, maketh oath, That
he hath feen the faid Richard Dugdale dance
upon his knees, without touching the ground
with his toes, with his bodv bowed forwaid
and that for the fpace of a quarter of an hour,
with as much a&ivity, as if he had been upon
his feet. And alfo feen him dance upon his
toes, quickly changing to dance upon his knees,
and {o hath leaped up again upon his feet, and
hath

]



Wb L T B s

hath feen him in his fits, have motlons of dan?
cing antickly, kept down in a chair.

William Seller, of Pendleton, in the county of
Lancaﬂer, hufbandman, maketh oath, That he
heard the faid Richard. Dugdale in his fits, utter
words which this deponent underﬁood not ; in
one of which fits; twelve men could not hold
him, but with eafe they could throw them a good
diftance from him. And another time,  the
deponent being told by Mr. Jolly, he expected
the faid Richard Dugdale would have a - fit
about feven o’clock next morning, wifhing he
would {fee the faid Dugdale, giving this deponent
five fhillings for him. But before this deponent
could come up to the faid Richard Dugdale he
faid here is a man will bring money to-day, and
fell a leaping and dancing in the barn, as a token
of  joy ; but after awhlle, feeming to be dif-
pleas’d with fomething, he faid, Dick, Dick,
thou fhalt have meat enough ; and not long after
this, fell down as dead, and in a little time turned
on his back, and feem’d to fall to doting ; at
which time this deponent, with Richard Dugdale
his uncle, lifted him up twice, and found him
as light as a hat or a walking-cane. And when
he was fenfible, this deponent demanded of him
the occafion of his diftemper, and whether he
had not made fome contraét with the devil ? He
anfwer’d, would you have me to lie? This de-

“ponent
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ponent alfo maketh oath, That at a meeting at
one William Waddington®s houfe in Althamy
the faid Richard Duo’lale ‘made fuch a noife, as
terrified feveral peop]e infomuch that they
lefe the houfe ; and at ‘the fame’ time thlS de-
ponent heard tw"o diftin&t’ voices 4t ‘once come
from him the' faid ‘Dugdale, ‘the ‘one being a
very “hideous noife, “which running thro’ the
croud, put fome people into hombe trembling,
 fo that fome of them faid, They thought thc
dcvﬂ went out of hlm.( ' '

" Lawrence Robertﬁmw of Flatrwood, in the
ccumy of Lancaftet, wnollen—weaver, depofe{h
4nd faith uponi‘oath, That he heard one’ of ‘the
minifters there preﬁ:m' and-the devil, as he fup-
pofcth, in the faid" Rlchard Dugdale, talk one
to another. One paffage this deponent well ‘re-
members, viz. Thé minifter’ faid, ~fatan, thou
,hai’c made a trlal both of heaven and ‘héll; which
of ‘them lﬂxeﬁi thou beft ? To which an anfwer
was’ given by ‘fatan ‘(as this deponent fuppofed)
i'aymc“ ‘hell "is ‘my ‘palace and paradlfe, where
T’ll° bring "thee fhortly.  Upon 'which ‘the faid
Richard Ducdale fhiver’d, as if one joint would
have fallen from another’; ‘and’ many other
fayings could this deponent report, if he was
required. 3 '

Thomas Booth, of Hay-houfe, in the county
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of Lancafter, carpenter, maketh cath, That he
heard feveral voices coming from the faid Richard
Dugdale, his lips not moving, and his tongue
appearing to be ftrangely rolled in a lump, and
his eye-balls turned inwards, at the time when
the feveral vbicgs’__‘c_agn'c from him. And further,
this deponent faith, That in the time of his fits,,
- the faid Richard Dugdale was of an exceeding
lightnefs, and again of an extraordinary heavis
nefs, ‘fb'mc_zti_m‘es as light -as a chip, and again
as heavy as a horfe, and all in one and the fame
Bt |

James Abbot, of Whitberk, in ‘the county of
Lancafter, declares, That he went_on purpofe
to {ee the faid Richard Dugdale. at ,S’ui-rey, the
place of his abode, having no.acquaintance with
him, nor had he any knowledge of this infor-
mant, as this informant verily believeth. When
this' informant came, the faid Richard Dugdale
being in one of his faid fits, faid, Abbot, thou.
thinkeft nobody knows thee but, I know thee
well enough ; thou muft go into Chefhire and
Staffordthire ; “when, as this informant fays, he
had not fo much as a defign of fuch a journey
to his remembrance, but accordingly it happen’d,
that * this informant went that journey foon af-
terwards. g5 "

William Livefa‘y, of Whalley, in the county
: of
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of Lancafter, fhoemaker, informs, That he being
in  Whalley, defired feveral young men to go
with him to Surrey (above half a mile diftant)
but they refufed. When the informant came
to the barn; where the faid Richard Dugdale
was, the faid Dugdale told this mformant, that
he had defired feveral perfons to come along
with him, but they had denied him, naming
Ned Dean in perticular. And he further in-
formeth, that the faid Richard Dugdale, on his
feet, three yards from the wall of the barn, was
as foon as he could turn himfelf, fet ftraight
~upon his head, a,nd was as ﬁiff as a tree.

John Fletcher, of Harwood, in tHe county
of Lancafler, hufbandman, declares, that he
hath feen the faid Richard Dugdale in many of.
his fits, wherein he  hath barked like 2 maftiff
dog, being then as ftrong as ten men. For
this informant hath been of the - ten that have.
had undertaken to hold him. A]fo that this in-.
formant one time found him in the river. of
Calder up to the neck in water, crying out, and
faymw ‘Wilt thou drown me ? . ftriking at the
{fame time upon the water with two fticks 5 where-_
upon this informant, with the help of others, by
a rope, drew him out of the water. The faid
Dugdale being then in a dumb fit, which began
in the water, and continued necar four hours after.
And further, this informant faith, he found ir

" : the
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the barn Where the faid Richard Dugdale Iay,
round hole in the hay like a hen’s neft, wherem
were {even -ftones laid together And this in-
formant hath taken up feveral ftones caft by the
faid Dugdale, running, upon lns hands and feet;
barking and howling. And the faid Dugdale
being fat down,, ‘he hath feen him feveral times;
thrown five or fix yards from the place He
further fays: I was one night in bed with the
faid Duc:rdale, and- I felt fomethmf@ come up to-
wards my knees: then I felt it creep up till it
came towards my heart; dnd it was about the
blgnefs of a little degor cat, and it ﬂxpped thro®
my hands as if it had been a fmg ; and when we
were in bed there hath very often been fomethlno-
in bed knattering, as tho’ there had been micée
or rats, and we fearched the bed;  but it.was not
“harmed, and things have feemed to our think-
ing to have fallen in the boufe, as if all had been
broken, yet in the morning nothing ftirred ; and
one 1abbath-day there was a knife lenc‘rfh -ways in
his mouth, none knoumcr how it cameé there;
where it was held fo very fai ts; that I with much
ado pulled it out; and afked the company whe- -
ther any of them wanted a knife ? They all faid,
rio, till one Jeremy Webfter, who was newly
come‘in, faid, I had one when I came in, and I
think he cannot have got it out of my pocket y
but he finding nothing but a fheath ‘in his poc-
ket, claimed the kmf'e, and it was certainly his,
S M e
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He further fays, that when the f2id Richard
Dugdale was in a fit, about five o’clock in the
night, John Hindle pricked a large pin in ‘his
feet, and he neither ftirred Hor complaired at
all. Befides, in one of his fits '1 heard him téll,
that he muft vomit a hair button, and ‘aetirtain-
ring, which 1 faw him do within an hour. 1
hiave feen him for a quarter of an hour together

‘dance upon his knees, with as ‘much ‘aétivity as

any one on their feet.

Nathaniel Waddington teftifies, firft, That he
fath feen Richard Dugdale gallop reund ‘the
barn feveral times together ; and heard him whin-
nying much like a horfe, and making a noife as
“if a horfe had been eating provender. Secondly,
that he told things in his fits, which neither he

nor any could by lawful art.  As one time the

faid Nathaniel Waddington, and his neighbour
Jofeph Hargreaves, going' to "Surrey, to  fee
Richard Dugdale, they called at the houfe of a
neighbour ot theirs, to defire the mafter to go
with them ; but a relation’s averfenefs prevented
him. Richard was in a fic at the fame time, and
' fpoke it before a great number of people, that
Nathaniel Waddington, and Jofeph Hargreaves
were coming ; that they called on fuch a one
whom he named, and told further, that Good-
man’s wife hinder’d him ; and the circumftances

of things were fuch, that Richard Dugdale 4

could
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could have no intelligente; - and  his relation
fo particular, that it could not be an wuncetrain
- guefs:

Further, that a certain perfon going to fee
Richard Dugdale, took fome blfcu:r:, and a piece;
or fome pieces of g(:xld on purpofe; as the perfon
faid, ‘to try whether Richard Dugdale .cotuld dif=
cover it Soon after the party caine to Surrey,
the relater faw the perfon ftanding uPon a feat
to take 4 fuller view of Dugdale in his fit:
Dugdale immediately treated, her very rudely;
difcover’d the bifcuit; and faid; I'll play . at
cards with thee for thofe gumeas in . thy pocket,;
&c. Thefe words the relater heard Richard
',Dut,dale {peak in hxs fic. And further, John
Fielding, joiner, -related in the bLearing of the
faid . Nathaniel Waddington,; that he the {aid
" John Fielding was working.at his cal lmg, above

thirty miles diftance from ,_‘_Q_u_rre,_ ;.and that
Richard Dugdale in one of his fits faid, John
Fielding 1s this day at {fuch 4 place worKing,
and named the picce of work he bad in hand at
that time, The {aid John Fielding coming over
to fee his relations, feveral perfons, who heard
Dugdale fpeak  thefe words; and gelate fuch
firange ¢ircumitances, came to the faid John
Ficlding to know whether it was true; this he
acknowledged, being much furprifed ac their

selation. ‘Thirdly, That he afked this Richard
| M 2> . ]‘Dugy :
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Dugdale when he came out of his fits, whether
he could give an account of any of thofe things
which paffed in the fit; this he denied; yet once
related a ftrange paflage; that in his fit he
thought he had the diftinct fight of a perfon,
and told the pofture he thought he faw him in,
and the place where, many miles from the place
where Richard had his fit.  Which things con-
cernifg that perfon, were found true upon inquiry.

He further teftifies, 'That ‘the faid Richard
Dugdale in his fits would {fometimes preténd that
a good fpirit was in him, and then would in a
long difcourfe fpeak againft feveral fins, viz.
drinking, gaming, &c. bringing feveral fimilar
texts of fcripture, naming book, chapter, verfe,
either whole or part, as much as was pertinent.
Mr. John Grimthaw examined the places, and
found them true; and that Richard Dugdale in -
his difcourfe would ufe many pretty fimilitudes.

To thefe teftimonials we could have added
many others, given in upon oath, information,
or voluntary declaration, who heard or faw what
was faid and done by this unhappy demoniac in
his fits; but as thele teftimonies are little more
than a confirmation or repetition of the parti-
“culars before mentioned, we fhall not take up
the reader’s time with a recital of them; except

only fome few in confirmation of the whole. The
firft
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firft i1s an atteftation given under thc hands of
fome minifters, .thus : -

We whofe names are.-f{ubfcribed, being .mi-
nifters of the orofpel having read or heard the
affidavits and depofitions taken before the right
honourable Hugh-Liqrd Willoughby, and Ralph
Egerton, Efq, two .of his Majefty’s juitices of
the peace, for the county Palatine of Liancafter,
concerning one.R lcha.rd Duoda]e of Suir:ey,L in
‘the par:[h of Whalley, do verily believe the truth
of the fame, and that the ftrange fits of the faid
Dugdale were by .a diabalical power,

Givenat (¢ Tho. Crompton, Samuel Angier,

Blackburn, \ Peter Afpinwall, Nat. Haywood,

Auguft 6, 1) John Crompton, Samuel Eaton,
1'695' ~ L John Parr, Nat. Scholes

Ido hereby teftify (as'many more will, 1fthere
be occafion) from my own obfervation ‘as an eye
and ear-witnefs, at the meetings concerning
Richard Dugdale, that I verily believe, he was
then under a diabolical pofieflion, or obfeffion. I
do alfo teftify, That he is now delivered from that
fupernatural malady; and that no other probable
means of his deliverance may be alligned, but
the word of God, and prayer with fafting ; which
fpiritual means were made ufe of by 1ev ral mi-
nifters with great faithfulnefs and dxlicrence for a
confiderable time together,

Witnefs my hand, June 10, 1693,
- R,OB]* RT WI—HT]:,AKFR Phyfc:an

Mgz ~ Rie-
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RICHARD PDuepALE’s: Cert:n.ﬁcate3
: ]uly 10, 169s.

R1chard Duadale fon of Thomas Dugdale,
near W halley, in L arcathire, Gardener ; do
eertify” all to whom this ‘may come, That my
former ftrange fits, were not any of ‘them by
anjf ‘cheat,” or art of mdn, - that I know of but,
as1 do verily believe, were caufed by the devil ;
from whom, and from my terrible fits, Ido
‘vcn\y believc my body ‘was ' cleared, thro? the
mlmf’cer s prayers, at or about I.ady-Day, 169o0.
After wh}ch 1 never had any more fuch fits;
whereupon 1 went and took fome phyfick for
the clearing of my body from any ill humours,
1t mncrht have gotten by my faid fits.
' ' Wltneis my hand, -

| RICHARD DUGDALE.
* Sig ned m the prefence of

JAMES GREGSON,
THOMAS JOLLY.

Having given this 1arge account of the dia-
bohcal poi"ftﬂzon of this unhappy youth, the
various ways by which it operated upon him,
qmi the manner of his deliverance from itj it
may LL ehpcmed we (hould fay fomething of the
original of this fupgrnatura] diforder, and how
e | - he
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he came at firft fubjected to it. 'This we are en-
abled to do from his own confeffion, which is as
follows:

The faid Richard Dugdale fays, That he
was in health of body and mind, at the age of
eighteen years or thereabouts. That about the
nineteenth ,year he was -.a hired fervant with
‘Thomas Lifter, of Arnold’s-bigging, in the county
of York, FEfgs; and begging leave of his faid.
mafter to go to a ruth-bearing at Whalley, and
being in drink 'at Whalley, he fell out with a
man, and fought abundantly that night about
dancing.: That afterwards he went to his father’s
houfe. The day after, he went from his father’s:
houfe to Arnold’s-bigging, and on the road
being troubled in mind, he thought he faw fe-
veral apparitions, but could not tell the re-
femblance thereof. - T'he day afterwards, he
went to make hay, and found himfelf clogged
with fome heavinefs, fo that he could not
work or ftoop, and from thence he went to a well
about a field’s breadth from the hall aforefaid,
and faw-a gallon pail ftanding at the well; and
that he laid himfelf down to drink at the well;
and as he was drinking there came up to him a
neighbouring Wofnar} of good repute, and advifed
him not to drink fo much water, buat rather o0
up to the ball, and getdrink, telling him that fa
much water was enough to ruin him; ‘he took
her advice, went up to the hall, and got fome

M 4 drink
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drink from the ‘cook maid, and then went:up

into his chamber, and being after fome’time laid

down ypon the bed, the chamber door opened of
itfelf, as he thought, and there appeared {ome-
thing like a fmoak or mift, which prefently wva-
nithed, and afterwards there came partly a fear
upon him {mmtdxately after,” he thought there
came to him, the l'kenefs of a hard favour’d
man, who, at that time, he thought had been
one Hmdle, a fellow-fervant, whofe hair feemed

to be: cllpped clofe to his' ears, and lay wvery
heavy upon his breaft, fo that he afked “him
what he would do with him? and fuddenly after

fpeaking, he thought the vifion turped into the
likenefs of a'naked' child ;' he thought he. got
hold’ of the naked child by the knee, and that
the chxld tumed into the likenefs of a ﬁlme:,
and went away with a fhrill {chreak. All this
was done when he was awake as he'is now, to
his tnink"iﬁér Immedmtely after this, he fays,
he ‘was' very- troublefome, fo that two women
could fcarce hold him, - and that he raved of one
Dr. Chew, and deéfired a woman to fend for  his
uncle to go with' him to the faid doctor, who
was the ﬁrﬁ: and laf’c phyﬁcxan he had phyfic

from

This is the . account Dugdale gives of the
commencement of his diforder; what followed
has becn alrea.dy feen, We {hall now proceed to

gwe .
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give a Narrative of an affair more extraordinary-

and aftonithing than any thing that has been yat
related. :

—

An Account  of what happened in
SwEeDEN, . in the Years 1669,
,1670, &c. in Relation to lome

' '_Perfbns that  were accufed,  tried
and executed for Witchcraft: To-
gether with the extraordinary Cafe

of a Boy at MavLuroE, in CHANEN:

_ D_ciric from the Hics DuTcH, by
Antrony HorNecCk, D. D.

7B\ R. Horneck in his introduction to this
@ # narrative acquaints his readers, that the
paﬁ”aeres here related wrought fo greac a confter-
nation, neot only upon the natives, but ftrangers
too, - that the Heer Chriftian Rumpf, then re-
fident from the States General at Stockholm,
thought himfelf obliged to Jfend away his
litele fon for Holland, left he fhould be endan-
ger’d by thefe villainous practices, which fee m’d
to threaten all the inhabitants of the kingdom.

And a friend of mine, adds the doctor, being
: then
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then in- Ho]ﬁeia,- remembers very‘ well, that the

Sweden to know the truth of thzs famous Wu;ghx-
craft. "Fo whom the king modeftly reply’d,
That his Judges and commiffioners had caufed
divers men, women, and children to be burnt
and executed .upon {uch pregnant. evidences as
were brought before .Lhem ;  but whether the -
actions they confefled, “and ‘which: were pr(";'l ed
againft them, were real, or only effeé'ts of a
ftrong imagination, he was not, as _yet, able
to determlne._ _ %

P el el

'Add 'to all this, ‘continucs the doétor, that

<« the; mrcum&ances -meotioned in the enfumcr
“nagrative, are at this day to be feen in the Royal

Chancery at Stockholm, and a perfon of my-ac-
quaintance offered me to pracure a copy of them
under the hands of public regifters, if I defired
it. Not to mentxon that i the year 1672, Baron
Sparr, who was fent ambafiador from the crown
of Sweden to 'the court of England, ‘did upon

his word aver the' matter of faéi: recorded here,

to be undoubtedly true, to' feveral perfons of
note and eminency, with other particulars,
ftranger than thofe fet down “in thefe papers.
And to this purpofe, divers letters were fent
from Sweden and Hamburg to- feveral perfons
here in London; infomuch that fhould a man
born in, or acquainted with thofe parts, hear

any
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any perfon difpute the truth of ir, he would won-
der where people have lived, or what fullen
humour doth poflefs ;them to difbelieve that,
which fo many thoufands in that ki'ngdom have
felt the effeéts of. - ° |

The do&or concludes with the teftimony of
the Lord I.eonbergh, envoy eXtraordinary from
the king of Sweden, then living in York Build-
ings ; which teftimony he fets down in his own
W ords as follow

e Havmcr read this narrative, I could do no
i lefs, than upon the requeft of the tranflator
¢“and publither of this ftory, acknowledge,
¢¢ “That to my beft remembrance, and according
<¢ to the beft reports that have been made to me,
¢¢ the matter of fact mentioned in it, is true,
<¢ and that the witches confeflfed fuch things,
<« and were accordingly executed.

~ Witnefs my hand,

'London, LEONBERGH.
Maxch 8, 1684..



A Relatlon of the f’crange Wltchcraﬁ:
difcover’d in the Village Moura,
in SW‘E‘.DE‘LAND.

THE news of this Wltchcraf"e cqmmg to fhc
king’s ear, his ma_]eﬁy was pleafed to. ap-
point commlﬁioners, fome of the clergy, and
fome of the laity, to make a Journey to the town
~ above-mentioned, to examine the whole bufi-
nefs; and accordingly the examination ‘Was, or-
dered to be on the thirteenth of'Auguﬂ: and thc
commiflioners met on the twelfth in the faid vil-
lage, ' at the parfon s houfe, to whom both the
minifter and feveral peop]e of fathion complamed
with tears in their eyes, of the miferable con-
dmon they ‘were in, and therefore becmr’d of
them to think of fome way, . whmreby they mlght
be deliver’d from that calamity. They gave the
commiffioners very ftrange inftances of the devil’s
tyranny among them; how by the help of
witches, he had.drawn fome hundreds of children
to him, and made them fubjeé to his power
how he hath been feen to go in a vifible thape thro?
the country, and appeared daily to the people 3
how he had wrought upon the poorer fort, by pre-
fenting them with meat and drink, and this way
allurcd them to himfelf, with other circumftances
toe be mentioned hereafter. The inhabitants of
the village added, with very great lamentations,

haE
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that tho’ their children had told all, and themi-
ITelves fought God very earneftly by prayer, yet
they were carried away by him; and therefore
begg’d of the lords commiffiorers to root out
this hellith crew, that they might' regain their
former reft and quietnefs ; and the rather, becaufe
the children that ufed to be carried away in the

country or diftri& of Elfdale, fince fome witches
had been burnt there, remained unmolefted.

The thirteenth of Auguft, being the laft hu-
miliation day inftituted ‘by authority, for remo-
ving of this judgement, the commiffioners went
to church, where there appeared a confiderable
number both of young and old. The children
could read moft of them, and fing pfalms, and
{fo' could the women, tho’ not with any great
zeal or fervour. There were preached two fer-
mons that day, in which the miferable cafe of
thofe people, that fuffered themfelves to be de-
luded by the devil, was laid open and thefe
fermons were at laft concluded with fervent
prayers. | |

The publick worlhip being over, all the peoplé
of the town were called together to the parfon’s
houfe, near three thoufand of them. Silence

eing commanded, the king’s commiffion was

- read publickly in the' hearing of them all, and

they were charged under very great penalties, to

conceal nothing of what they knew, and to fay

nothing
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nothing but the truth; thofe efpecially wlho weré
guilty, that the children might be de]ivci'ed
from the clutches of the devil. - "T'hey all pro-
mifed obedience ; the guilty feignedly, but the
- guiltlefs weeping and crying bitterly. |

- On the fourteenth of Auguft the commiffioners
met again, confulting how they might withftand
this dangerous flood. After long deliberation,
an order alfo coming from his majefty, they did
refolve to execute fuch as the matter of faét could
be proved upon; examination being made,
there were difcover’d no lefs than threefcore and
‘ten in the village aforefaid ; three and twenty of
which freely confefling their crimes, were ‘con-
demned to'die ; the reft, one pretending the was
with child, and the other denying and pretending
not guilty, were {ent to Faluna, where moft of
of them were afterwards executed.

Fifteen children who likewife confefled that
they were engaged in this witchery died as the
reft; fix and thirty of them betwixt nine and
fixteen years of age, who had been lefs guiltyy
were forced to .run the gauntlet; twenty more
who had no great inclination, yet had been fe-
duced to thofe hellith enterprizes, - becaufe they
were very young, were condemned to be lafh’d -
with rods upon their hands, for three- Suﬁdays-'
together at the church door; and the aforefaid
fix and thirty were alio deom’d to be -lathed this
' s ik ' way.



_much againft their wzll and inclination.

L 239 1

way, once a week, for a whole yedr together.

- ‘T'he number of the feduced children 'were arbom
‘three hundred.

On the 2 5th of Auguft, execution was done up-
‘on the notorioufly guilty, the day being bright and
glorious, and the fun fthining, and fome thoufands
of people being prefent at the fpectacle. The order

and method obferved in the examination was thus 3

Firft the commiffioners and neighbouring
jultices went to prayer; this done, the witches,
who had moft of them children with them,
which they had either feduced, or attempted to
feduce, from four years of age to fixteen, were fet
before them. ° Some of the children complained
tamentably of the mifery and mifchief they were
fometimes forced to fuffer of the witches.

- The children being afked whether they were
fure, that they were at any «time carried away
by the devil ? they all declared they were, beg-
ing of the commiflioners, that they might be
freed from that intclerable flavery.

Hereupon the w1tches themfelves were afked,
whethner the confeffions of thefe children were true,
and were ad momfhed to confels the tmth, that they
might turn away from the devil unto the living
God. At firft moft of them did very ﬁxﬁh,
and without fhedding the lealt tear deny it, tho’

4 Alfter
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‘After this, the children were committed;
every one by themielves, to fee whether their
confeflions did agree or no; and the commiffio=
ners found that all of them, except fome very
little ones, who could not tell all the  circum-
ftances, did punctually agree in the confeflion of
particulars.

~““In the mean while, the commiffioners that

were of the clergy, examined the witches, could
not bring them to any confeflion, all continuing
ftedfaft in their denials, till at laft fome of thenx

burft out into tears, and their confeflion agreed
‘with what the children had'faid. .~ And thefe_ ex-

prefied their abhorrency of the faé, and ‘begg’d
pardon; adding, that the devil, whom they
called I.odyta, had ftopp’d the mouths of fome
of them, and flopp’d the ‘ears of others; “and
being now gone from them, they would no
longer conceal it,- for they now perceived his-
treachery. f IR

The confefion which the witches made in
Elfdale, to the judges there, agreed with the
confeflion' they ‘'made at Mohra, and the chief
things they confeﬁ'ed confifted in thefe three
pomts o

I. Whither they ufed to go.

II. What
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II. What kind of place it was they weht to,
called by them Blockula, where the witches and
the devil ufed to meet.

11I. What evil or mifchief they had done or
defigned there.

I. Firft, of their journey to Blockula, and
their confeflion. |

We of the province of Elfdale, do confefs, that
we ufed to go to a gravel pit, which lay hard by
a crofs-way, and there we put on a velt over our
heads, and then danced round, and after this ran
to the crofs-way, and called the devil thrice, firft
with a {till voice, the fecond fomewhat louder,
and the third time very loud, with thefe' words,
Anteceflfor come and carry us to Blockula.
‘Whereupon he immediately ufed to appear, but
in different habits; but for the moft part we
faw him in a grey coat, and red and blue ftock-
ings; he had a red beard, a high crown’d hat
with linen of divers colours wrapp’d about it,

and long garters upon his ftockings.

Then he afked us whether we would ferve him
with foul and body ? if we were content to do fo,
he fet us on a beaft which he had there ready,
and carried us over churches and high walls; and
after all, we came to a green meadow, where
Blockula lies. We muft procure fome fcrapings
of altars, and filings of church clocks; and

N then
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then he gives us a hotn with a falve in it, where-
with we do aneint ourfelves; and a faddle with
a hammer and a wooden nail, thereby to fix
the faddle; whereupon we call upon the devxl
and away we go. -

Thofe that were of the town of Mohra, made
in a manner the fame declaration. Being afked,
whether they were fure of a real perfonal tranf_
portation, and whether they were awake when
it was done ?' they all anfwered in the affirmative,
and that the devil fometimes laid {omething down.
in the place that was very like them;; but one
of them confefied, that he did only. take away her
{trength, and her body lay ftill upon. the ground;
yet fometimes he took even her body: with him.

Being afked, how they could go with their
bodies thro’ chimneys and broken panes of glafs,,
they faid the devil did fieft remove all that mighe
hinder them in thur flight, and fo they had room
encugh to go.

Others were afked, how they were able to
earry fo many children with them 2 they anfwer’d,
That when the children were afléep they came
into the chamber, laid' hold of them, and
they firaightway awaked, and afked them whether
they would go to a feaft with them ? To which,
fome anfwered yes, others, no, yet they were

all
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all forced to go. They only gave tlie children
a fhirt; a coat, and a doublet, which was eirher
red or blue, and fo they did fet them upon a beatk
of the devil’s providing, and then they rid away.

~ The children confeffed the fame thine; and
fome added, that becaufe they had ve}y fine
eloaths put upon them, they were very willing to

g0.

Some of the children concealed it from their
parents, but others difcovered it to them pre=
fently.

The witches declared, moreover, that, till of
Jate, they never had that power to carry away
children, but only this year and the lai¥, and
the devil did at this time force them to it; that
heretofore it was {ufficient to carry but one of
their children, or a ftranger’s child with them,
which yet happened feldom; but rnow he did
plague them 'anld whip them, if they did not
procure him children, infomuch that they had
no peace nor quiet for him; aad whereas one
journey a week would {erve turn, from their
own town to the place aforefaid, now they were
forced to run to other towns and places for chil-
dren, and that they brought with them, fome
fifteen, fﬁn;c {izteen children every night.

i
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For their journey, they faid, they made ufe
of all forts of inftruments, of beatls, of men,
of {pits and pofts, according as they had oppor-
tunity ; and if they ride upon goats, and have
many children with them, that all may have
room, they ftick a fpit into, the back-fide of the
goat, and then are anointed with the aforefaid
ointment. What the manner of their journey is,
God alone knows: Thus much was made out,
that if the children did at any time name the
name of thofe that had carried them away, they
were again carried by force either to Blockula,
or to the crofs-way, and there miferably beaten,
infomuch that fome of them have died of it:
and this fome of the witches confefled; and
added, that now they were exceeding troubled
and tortured in their minds for it.

T he children thus ufed look’d mightily bleak,
wan and beaten. 'The marks of the lathes, the
]‘udgesrould not perceive in them, except in one
boy, who had fome wounds and holes in his
back, that were given him with thorns; but
" the witches faid, they would quickly vanifh.

After this ufage the children are exceeding
weak ; and if any be carried over night, they
cannot recover themfelves the next day; and
they often fall into fits, the coming of which
they know by an extraordinary palenefs that
feizes on tnc: children; and if a fit comes upon

them,
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them, they lean on their mother’s arms, who
{it up with them fometimes all night; and when
they obferve the palenefs coming, fhake the
children, but to no purpofe. .

They obferve farther, That their childrens
breafts grew cold at fuch a time, and they take
fometimes a burning candle and ftick it in their
hair, which yert is not burnt'by it. They fwoon
upon this palenefs, which fwoon lafteth fometimes
half an hour, fometimes an hour, fometimes two
hours, and when the children come to themlelves,
they mourn and lament, and groan moft mi-
{erably, and beg exceedingly to be eafed. This
two old men declared upon oath before the judges,
and called all the inhabitants of the town to wit-
nefs, as perfons who had moft of them expe-
rience of this {trange fymptom of their children.

A girl of Elfdale confefled, that naming the
name of Jesus, as fhe was carried away, fhe fell
fuddenly upon the ground. and got a great hole
in her fide, which the devil _prehfently healed up
again, and away he carried her; and to this day
the girl confefled, fhe had an excceding great
pain in her fide.

Another boy confefied, That one day he was
carried away by his miftrefs, and to perform the
journey, he took his own father’s horfe out

N3 of
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of the meadow where it was, and upon his return,
{he let the horfe go into her own ground. The
pext morning, the boy’s father fought for his
horfe, and nort finding it, gave it over for lofl;
but the boy told him the whole ftory, and fo
his father fetch’d his horfe back again, and this
one of the witches confefs’d.

II. Of the place where they ufed to affemble
called Blockula, and what they did there.

They unanimoufly confefled, that Blockula
is fituated in a delicate large meadow, where-
of you can fee no end. The place or houfe
they met at, had a gate painted with divers
colours; thro’ the gate they went into a little
meadow diftin¢t from the other, where the beafts
went that they ufed to ride on: But the men
whom'they made ufe of in their journey, ftood

in the houfe by the gate in a {lumbering pofture,
fleeping againft the wall,

In a huge large room of this houfe, they faid,
there fiood a very long table, ar which the
witches fet down ; and that hard by this room -
was a chamber were thercﬁ:" were very lovely and
delicate beds,

. The firt thing, they faid, they muft do at
 Bleckula, was, that they muft deny all and de-
vote
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vote themielves body and {foul to the devil, and
promife to ferve him faithfally, and confirm ail
this with an oath. Hereupon they cut their
fingers, and with their blood writ their names in
his book. They added, that he caufed them to
be baptized too, by {uch priefts as he had there,
and made them confirm their bapti{m with dread-
ful oaths and imprecations.

Hereupon the devil gave them a purfe, where-
in-there were filings of clocks with a ftone tied
to it, which they threw into the water, and
then were forced to- fpeak 'thefe words, As thefe
filings of the clock.do never return to the clock,
from which they are taken,  fo may my foul
never return to heaven. To which they added
blafphemy, ~and other oaths and curfes.

The mark of their cut ﬁﬁgers is not found in
all of them: but a girl who had been flathed,
over her finger, declared, that becaufe the would
not ftretch out her finger, the devil in anger
had fo cruelly wounded. it.

After this they fet down to table; and thofe
that the devil efteemed mioft, were placed neareft
to him ; but the children muft itand at the door,
where he him{elf gives them meat and drink.

The diet they ufed to have there; was, they
N4 - {ad,
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{aid, -broth with colworts and bacon in it, oat-
meal bread fpread with butter, milk, and
cheefe. ~ And they added, that fometimes it
tafted very well, and fometimes very (. rifoer
meals they went to dancing, and in the mean
while fwore and curfed mo{’c dreadfully, and
afterwards went to fighting one with another.

Thofe of FKlfdale confeflfed, that the devil
ufed to play upon a harp before them, and after-
wards to go with them he liked beil; into a
chamber, where he committed venerous adts
with them; and this indeed all confefled, That
he had carnal knowledge of them, and that the
devil had fons and daughters by them, which he
did marry together, and brought forth toads and
lerpents,

" One day the devil feemed to be dead, where-
upon thege were great lamentations.- at Blockula;
‘but he foon awaked again. If he hath a mind
to be merry with them, he lets them all ride
npon {pits before him 3 takes afterwards the
{-its, and beats them black and blue, and then
laughs at them:. And he bids them believe that
the day of judgement will come {peedily, and
therefore fets them to work to build a great hotufe
of ftone, promiﬁng that in that houfe he will
prefenf them from God’s fury, and caufe them
to enjoy the greateft delights and pleafures But

while
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while they work exceeding hard at it,  there falls
a great part of it down again, - whereby fome of
the witches are commonly hurt, which makes
him laugh, but prefently he cures them again

They {fometimes faid, they. had feen a Very
great devil like a draoron, with fire round about
-him, and bound with an iron chain; and the
devil that converfes with them tells them, . that
if they coufefs any thing, he will let -that great
devil loofe upon them whereby all Swedeland
fhall come into great danger.

They added, that the devil had a church
there, fuch another as in the town of Mobhra.
When the commiflioners were commg, he told
the witches, they fhould not fear them; for he
would certainly Kkill them all. And they con-
fefled, that {fome of them had attempted to
murder the comm:ﬁioners but had not been

able to effe¢t it,

Seme of the children talked much of a white
angel, who ufed to forbid them what the devil had
bid them to do, and told them that thefe doings
_fhould not laft long : what had been done, had
been permitted, becaufe of the wickednefs of the
people, and this carrying away of the children
thould be made manifeft. And they added,

that this white angel wauld place himfelf at the
door
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deor between the witches and the children , and
when they came to Blockula, he pulled the
«children back, . but the witches went 1n.

111, Of the mifchief or evil which the witches
promifed to do to men and beafts. .

B __T_hey ¢onfefled,” that they ‘were to promife the

devil that they would co all that’sill ; and that the -

':'dev,il_taughtft*hem'to milk, which was in this wife :
“They ufed to ftick a knife in the wall, and hang a
kind of a label to it,” which they drew and ftroak-
ed, .and as long as this lafted, the perfons
whom they had power over, ~were miferably
“é;]agujed," and the beaflls were milked that way,
till fometimes they died of it. g

A woman confefled, that the devil gave her a
wooden knife, wherewith, going 1nto houfes,
fhe had power to kill any thing fhe touched
with it; yet there were few that would confefs
that they had hurt any man or woman.

Being afked, whether they had murdered any

children, they confefled, that they had indeed #

tormented many, but did not know whether an§

of them died of thofe plagues. And added,
that the devil had fhewed them feveral placc:.
where he had power to do mifchicf, %

The
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Thé minifter of FElfdale declared, that one

- pighe,  thefe witches were to his thinking, upon

the crown of his head, and that from thence he
had a long continued pain of the head.

One of the witches confefled too, that the
devil. had fent her to . torment that minifter
and that the was ordered to ufe a nail, and flrike
it into his head, but it would not enter very
deep, and hence came that head-ach. '

‘The aforefaid minifter faid alfo, that one
pight he felt a pain, - as if he were - torn 'with an

nftrument that they cleanfe flax with, or a flax

comb; and when he waked, .he heard fomebody
{cratching and fcraping at the window, ' but
could fee nobody. And one of the witches con.

fefled, that the was the perfon that did it, being
fent by the devil,

The minifter of Mohra declared alfo, that
one night one of thefe witches came into his
houfe, and did. fo violently take him hy the
throatr, that he thought he fhould have been
choaked , and waking he faw the perfon that
did it ; but could not know her; and that for
fome weeks he was not able to fpeak, or per-
form divine fervice,

-An old woman of Elfdale confeffed, that ‘the
devil
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devil had help’d her to make a nail, which fhe
ftruck into a boy’s knee, of which ftroke the boy re-
mained lame a long time. And fhe added, that
before (he was burnt, or executed by the hand of
juftice, the boy would recover.

They confefled alfo, that the devil gives them
a beaft about the bignefs and fhape of a young
cat, which they call a carrier; and that he
gives them a bird too, as big as a raven, but
white; and thefe two creatures they can {fend
any where, and wherever they come, they take
away all forts of victuals they can get, butter,
cheefe, milk, bacon, and all forts of feeds
whatever they find, .and carry it ‘to the witch.
‘What the bird brings they may keep for them-
felves, but what the carrier brings; they muit
referve for the devil, and that’s brought to
Blockula, where he gives them of it fo much

as he thinks fit.

They added likewife, that thefe carriers fill
themfelves fo full fometimes, that they are
forced to {pew by the way, which fpewing is
found in feveral gardens, where colworts grow,
and not far from the houfes of thofe witches.
It is of a yellow colour like gold, and is called
Butter of Witches.

The Lord’s commiffioners were indeed wvery
car-

-
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earneft, and took great pains to perfuade them to

Thew fome tricks, but to no purpofe; for they did
all unanimoufly confefs, that fince thev had con-
fefled all, they found that all their witchcrafe was
gone, and that the devil at this time appeared to
them very terrible, with claws on his handsand feet,

 and with horns on his head, and a long tail behind,

and fhewed to them a pit burning. with a hand
put out; but the devil did thruft the perfon
down again with an iron fork; and fuggeited
to the witches, that if they continued in their
confeflion, he would deal with them in the {ame

manner.

The above-faid relation was taken out of the
public regifter, where all this 1s related with
more circumftances. And thro’ all the country,
there were prayers weekly in all churches, to
the end, that Almighty God would pull down
the devil’s power, and deliver thele poor crea-
tures, who have hitherto groaned under 1it.

The



s he extraordmary Cafe of a Boy

at MaLmoEr m SCHONEN.

I__ Avmg in the mtrodué‘txon to the foregoing’

‘parrative taken notice of the Swedith en-
voy extraordinary, it may not be unf{uitable to
the fubjet. thele papers treat of, to give the
world an account of a .very ftrange paffage,
which the faid envoy hath taken very great pains
to fatisfy himfelf in; and of which he hath the

publick teftimony of the town where it was done |

by him, in the year 1678. An Alderman, or
{fenator’s fon of Malmoe in Schonen, a city be-
longing to the king of Sweden, the boy being
about thirteen years. of age, his name Abraham
Mechelburg, going to fchool one morning, as
the cuftom is in that place, about fix o’clock,
ftay°®d there till eight, and then came home for
his breakfaft, which when he had eaten, he
was going back te fchool again, when juft before
the door, clofe by the lowermoft ftep, therelay a
little bundle of linen rags, which the lad out of
curiofity took up and open’d, but found nothing in
it, but partly pins, fome crooked, fome laid acrofs,
forme without points; parcly broken horfe-nails,
and nails without heads; partly, horfehair and
fuch trath, which, as it anfwer’d nor his ex-
pectation, herent afunder and threw away.
Sceme
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Some few days after, the boy fell ill, and
continued fo for fome time, no phyfician being
able to guefs what ailed him. At laft he began
to void llttle ftones, at the orifice of the pems, |
which by degrees came forth bigger and bigger,
fome were perfect pebbles, of all forts of colours,
and in procefs of time, there came forth great

- uneven ftones like pieces. of rock, as if they

were broken off a greater ftone, whereof the
envoy hath two by him, one given him by the
father of the boy, and the other by the king’s
chirurgeon. Before the ftones came forth there
was a ftrange motion in his belly, as if fome-

. thing were alive in it, the ftones feemed to crack

within, and fomething they heard, as if a ftone
were violently broken, and at this time he felt
the greateft pain. When the {tones were ready

. to come forth, the penis was drawn in fo deep,

that the ftanders-by could not perceive any
thing of it, and after that, it dropp’d thofe

- prodigious {tones, which feem’d rather to be

fetched from quarries, than produced by any
faline or nitrous matter in the body. One of the

ftones of a reddifh celour, with fome grains of

white in it, heavy, and fuch as commonly lie
in highways and common roads. When the
ftones came forth, the boy felt no pain, the

pain being moft upon him, when the ftones within

feem’d to crack, and a little before; and the
fir
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it was then fo violent, that four or fivée mien
were forced to hold him. The boy in the
mean while {lept well at night, eat and drank
as heartily as ever, difcompofed at no time, but
when the fit of voiding thefe ftones was coming
upon him. This lafted two years. The parents
had the boy pray’d for at church, and inftantly
befought God at home, whenever any of
thofe fits came upon him, to turn the ftream,
-and to ftop the devil’s power.. The boy, after
all, was as well as ever; rid abroad, and did
all things as he ufed to do before this accident
befell h1m The envoy {poke both with the
father and the boy, and tells mz they are no
indigent people, well to pafs, and people'
of good reputation in the town of Malmoe.
‘While this misfortune lafted, the king of Sweden
being then but a little way off, fent fome of his
chirurgeons to the place, to know the truth
thereof, who were by when the Jad voided very
{trange ftones at the orifice of the penis, and
gave the king an account of it. One of them, .
to be throughly fatisfied, held his hand under
the penis when it was drawn in, and there
dropp’d a very odd ftone, broad and angular,
into his hand. The envoy being upon the place
laft year, enquired of all people, who he thought
might not be very credulous, who unanimoufly
bore witnefs of the thing; and upon his re-

quefk
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queft gave him the following account, which 1
have tranflated out of the original.
ANTHONY HORNECK.

Be it known, that during the year 1678, and
1679, a very wonderful thing happen’d in this
city of Malmoe, to one of the aldermen of the
town, his name Johnh Mechelburg, and his
wife’s Abla Kruthmeyer; for God having blefled
them with three fons; one of them Abraham by
name, a boy at this time aged about {ixteen
years, hath been very ftrangely afflicted by a
preternatural voiding of ftones, infomuch that
during the fpace of thofe two years, he hath,
thro’ the virga of the penis; voided feveral
hundreds of ftones, great and {mall, which
being weighed together, weighed no lefs than
twenty-one pounds, avoirdupoife, fome weigh-
ing {ix, fome feven, fome eight, fome nine
ounces, full of angles, and much “like pieces of
a rock that’s broken by force, or inftruments fit for
that purpofe. Thefe broken ftones fometimes came
forth at the boy’s mouth, fometimes he voided
them by fiege, and the parents of the child have
confidently affured us, that before this misfor-
tune, the boy had been fick feveral weeks to-
gether, and kept hisbed ; during which ficknefs,
fomething was feen moving in hzs body, asif it
had been fome live thing. After this ficknefs there
appeared the {tones aforefaid ; the firft that came

O forth,
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forth, exceeded not the bignefs of half a pea,

but in a fhort time after the increafed to a -
Y

greater bulk; when they were ready to come
away, the boy complained much of the {pine
of his back, wkere, as he faid, he found in-
credible pain. While this lafted, he neither
made water, nor went to ftool fometimes in
two months, fometimes not in a quarter of a
year ; fometimes the ftones, when they were
pafs’d thro’ the virga, appeared bloody, and
upon one of them there appeared a kind of talch.
Notwithftanding all this mifery, the boy con-
tinued to eat his meat very heartily, nor was he
troubled with this painat all in the night, but
{lept quietly, as he ufed to do. About the
latter end of this unexampled paflion and mi-
fery, a matter of fixty-four ftones, for the
moft part fmall, came forth very faft, one upon
the neck of another, and fince the twentieth of
September, 1679, this misfortune hath totally
left him, and he is as well as ever; nor
is there after all thofe torments any defeét to
be found, or perceived, either in his body, or
the aforefaid member of the boy, but he con-
tinues fafe and found unto this day.

And whereas in al] probability, abundance
of men, becaufe they have not been eye-witneffes,
will deride thefe paflages as fabulous, we whofe
names are under-written, vpen the requeft and

-de«
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- defire of the Lord John Leyonbexg, envof

extraordinary of Sweden, have once more {poken.
and conferred with the parents of the boy, who

~ have fthewed us the abovefaid flones, and given

us one of the biggeit as a prefent, and do hereby
teftify, that the paflages related in the premifes,
are undoubtcdly true; which teﬁlmony we havc—:
alfo figned with our own hands, that in cafe the a-
forefaid envoy coming into foreign parts, fhali
have occafion to {peak of thefe things, men*may
give credit to this relation.

Given at Malmoe,
September 20;
1680.

Chriftophotus Roftius, M. D. C. Prof:
Nicholaus Hambraus, pa{’cor&prepoﬁms,MalmoY. _
Wilhelmus Liaurenbergius, V. D. M. Malmoy.
Martinus Torltorius, co-minifter; ibid.
Sigifmund Afcenborn; confil. Malmoy, primar.
John Cafper Heublin; confil. Malmoy.

Ephraim Koldewey, furgeon to the garrifon.

Vﬁfhen the boy’s father gave the envoy the
bigger {tone, he added this teftimmonial or cer-
tificate under his own hand.

In the year of our Lord, 1678, November 30,
this ftone came away from my fon Abraham Me-
- O 2 chelburg,
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chelburg, thro’ the virga of the penis, weigh-
ing three ounces and upwards,
JOHN MECHELBURG.
- Malmoe,
April 26, 1680.

" The leffer ftone was glven to the envoy by one
of the king of Sweden’s ch:rurgeons, that held his
hand to the orifice of the penis, and felt and faw

it drop into his hand.

OF
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. Reams are generally the vagaries of the

fancy agitated by the hurry or bufinefs of
the day, and come and go without leaving any
extraordinary impreflion on the mind: yet in
fome cafes they are very fignificant, and import
fome event, which is not to be forefeen or evaded

by any human means; as might be demonftrated
both from fcripture and profane authors.

Cicero, in histreatife of divination, gives
feveral inftances of this kind.—Czlius, fays he
writes, that when {{annibal had a great mind
to take away a golden pillar, that was in
the temple of Juno Lacinia, being in doubt

O 3 with



[ 462 ]

with himfelf, whether it was folid mafifive gold’,‘ oF
only gilt,or thinly plated over on the outfide, bored
it thro’. When he found it to be folid, and had
- refolv’d to carry it off ; Juno appear’d to him in
_his fleep, and forewarn’d him againft what he
was about, threatning, that if he perfifted and
did it, he fhould lofe the eye that he faw
perfe&tly with, as he had done the other. This
great man was too wifg to flight and regleét
this warning; he even took care to have a
ring made of the gold that had been bored out of
the pillar, and placed it on the top ef it.

Another inftance the fame-“celebrated writer
gives is this.— As two Arcadians, intimate com-
panions, were travelling together, when they came
6 Megara, one of them went to an inn, apd
-she other to a friend’s houfe.  Both had fupped
at their refpective places, and were gone to bed;
when he, who was at his friend’s houfe, dreamt
~that his companion eame to bim, and begg’d of
‘him for heaven’s fake to affift him, for the inn-
keeper had contrived a way to murder him.
Frighten’d at firft out of his fleep, he rofe up,
but coming a little to himf{elf, he thought, upon
recollection, no heed was to be given to.the vifion,
.and went quietly to bed again. - But 'he was fo
fooner got 1nto his fecond fleep, but the fame vifion
repeated 1ts vifit, but the form of its petition was
guite alter’d,  He befought him that, fince he

Jad
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had not come to his aflitance, while he wag
among the living, he would not fuffer his death
to go unrevenged: told him, that as foon as
he was murder’d, he was tofs’d by the
inn-keeper into a waggon, and had a little
{ftraw thrown over h1s corpfe. He intreated
him to be ready very early at the door
before the waggon went out of town. This
dream it feems difturb’d him very much, and

-made him get up very early. He nick’d the
time, and mer with the waocronérjuﬁ at the door,

and afked him what he had in his cart, The
fellow run away frighren’d and confounded,
The dead body was pulled out of it, and the
whole matter coming plainly o light, the inn-
keeper {uffer’d for the crime. What is there one
can call more divine than a dream like this ?

The Dream of SIMONIDES.

HIS perfony {feeing a body throwa dead

upon the fhore, tho’ a ftranger, caufed it
to be buried. Much about that time he had ic
in his head to go on fthipboard, but dreamt that
he bad warning given him by the man he had ia-
terred, not to gos . that if. he want, the fhip
would infallibly be caft away. Upon this; 5is
monides return’d, and every foul of them that

went on board was 10ft. /
O 4 Ga-
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Galen was twice admonifh’d in his fleep to cut
the artery between the fore-finger and thumb,
which he did accordingly, whereby he was freed
from a continual daily pain, wherewith he was
afflicted in that part Wherc the liver is join’d to
the midriff.

St, Auftin relates two wonderful dreams,
The firft is, when a perfon was arrefted by one
for a certain {fum of money, which his father
had owed him, by a note under his own hand,
while ‘he led a lewd debauched life,  faw the
ohoft of his father one night, upon this very ac-
count, which told him that the money was
paid, and where the acquittance lay. When
he got up in the morning, he went and found
the acquittance in the very place the ghoft had
dire€ted him to, and fo was freed from the liti-
gious fuit of ope that made an unjuft demand

upon him.

The other dream is much more wonderful
than this— A certain gentleman, named Pre-
ftantius, bhad been entfeating a philofopher to
folve him a doubt, which the philofopher refufed
to do. The night following, 2itho’ Preftantius
was broad awake, he faw the philofopher ftand-
ing full before him, who explained his doubts
to him, and went away the moment after he
had done. When chﬁan..zus met this philo-

fopher
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fopher next day, he afks him why, fince no
intreaties could prevail with him the day before
to anfwer his queftion; he came to him unafked,
and at.an unfeafonable time of night, and opened
every point to his fatisfaction. To whom the

philofopher thus replied. Upon my word it was

not I that came to yous; but in a dream I
thought my own felf that I was doing you
fuch a {ervice, '

In Queen Mary’s time, there was only one

congregation of proteftants in IL.ondon, confifting

of about ,three hundred. They had a deacon
who kept a lift of their names. One of the .
congregation dreamt, that a meflfenger (queen’s
officer) had {eiz’d on this deacon, and taken his
litt ; the fright of the dream awak’d him. He
fell afleep and dreamt 'the fame perfect dream
again. In the morning, before he went out of
his chamber, the deacon came to him, and
then he told him his dream, and faid,
*twas a warning from God ;3 the deacon {light-
ed his advice as favouring of fuperftirion; but
the other was fo urgent with him to depofite the
lit in fome other hand, that he agreed to it,
and did it that day. The next day, the queen’s
officer attacked him, and fearched (tho’ in vain)
for the lift, which had it been found, would
have brought them all to the flames. Fox’s

Martyrology.
When
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When Archbifhop Abbot’s mother (a poor
“ clothworker’s wife in Guilford) was with child
of him, fhe long’d for 2 jack, and dreamt that
if fhe fhould eat a jack, her fon in her belly
fhould be a great man. She arofe early the next
morning and went with her pail to the river fide
(which runs by the houfe, now an alehoufe) to
take up fome water, and in the water in the pail
fhe found a good jack, which fhe drefs’d, and
eat 1t all. Several of the beft inhabirants of the
town were invited to the chriftening of the child;
it was bred up a fcholar in the town, and, by

degrees, came to be archbifhop of Canterbury.

When Do&or Hamey, one of the college of
phyficians in London, being a young man, went
to travel towards Padua, and coming to Dover
(with feveral others) he thew’d his pals, as the
reft did, to the governor there. The governor
told him, That he muft not g0, but he muft
keep him prifoner. ‘The doétor defired to
know for what reafon; and how he had tranf-
grefs’d?  Well, it was his will to have it
fo. - The packet-boat hoifted fail in the even.
ing (which was very clear) and the do&or’s
companions init. There enfued a terrible {torm,
the packet-boat loft, and all the paflengers
drowned. Next day the fad news was brought
to Dover. The do&or was unknown to the
governor, both by name and face; but the

night

M
e
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'night before, the gavernor had a perfect vifion

In a dream, of do¢tor Hamey who came to pafs
over to Calais, and that he had a warning to
ftop him. This the governor told the doétor
the next day. The doctor was a pious good
man, and has feveral times related the ftory to

to fome of my acquaintance, fays Mr, Aubrey
my author.

The lady Seymour dreamt, that fhe found
a neft with nine finches in it. And fo many

children fhe had by the earl of Wmcheﬂ:er, whofe
name was Finch,

When Sir Chriftopher Wren was at Paris in
3671, he was ill and feverith, made but little
water, and had a pain in his reins. He fent for
a phyfician, who advifed him to be let blood ;
but bleeding not acrreemg with his CO‘]ﬂIltUthﬂ,
he deferr’d it a day longer. That night he
dreamt he was in a place where palm-trees grew,
and that a woman in a romantic habit, reach’d
him dates. The next day he fent for fome dates,
which cured him of the pain in his reins. Dates,
it feems, are an admirable medicine for the
ftone ; the recipe for which is this: take fix or
ten date-ftones, dry them in an oven, pulverize
and ferce them ; take as much as will lie on a
'ﬁxpence, in a quarter of a pint of white-wine
falting, and at four in the afternoon; walk or

ride
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ride an hour after it. In a week’s time it will
give eafe, and in a month cure. If you are at
Bath, the Bath water is better than white-wine
to take it in.

Captain Wingate told me (fays Mr. Aubrey)
that Mr. Edmund Gunter of Gretham College,
caft his nativity, when he was about feventeen
_or eighteen years old; by which he prognofti-
cated that he thould be in danger to lofe his life
for treafon. Several years before the civil war
broke out, he dreamt that he was to be put to
death before a great caftle which he had never
feen, which made a ftrong impreffion on his
memory. In 1642, he oppos’d the church ce-
remonies, was chofen a member of parliament,
then was made a captain, taken prifoner at
E&gE‘l‘hlll by prince Rupert, and carried to Kenel-
worth Caftle, where he was tried by a council
‘of war, and condemned to die: but they con-
fider’d better of it, and {fpared his life; for
being ‘a very confiderable perfon, he might be
exchanged for fome of the king’s party; and
he was exchanged for Monrague, earl of Lindfey,
fon of the general. Since the reftauration he
was made one of the commiffioners of the excife
office in London. He protefted that Kenel-
worth Caftle was the very caftle he faw in his
~dream. ‘

In
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In 1690, one in Ireland dreamt of a ‘brother
or near relation of his (who liv’d at Amefbury
in Wiltfhire) that he faw him riding on the
downs, and that two thieves robb’d and murder’d
him. The dream awak’d him; he fell afleep
again, and had the like dream. He wrote to
his relation an account of it, and defcribed the
complexion, ftature, and clodths of the thieves,
and advifed him to take care of himfelf. Not
long after he had received this menitory letter, he
rode towards Salifbury, and was robb’d and mur-
der’d ; and the two villains were. difcover’d by

on the road to Il.ondon.

A certain lady in the country (who muft be
namelefs) had a beloved daughter, who had been
a long time ill, and received no benefit from
the phyficians. She dreamt that a friend of
her’s deceafed, told her, that if the gave her
daughter a drench of yew pounded, thac fhe
would recover ; fhe gave her the drench and
killed her. Upon which fhe grew almoft dif-
tra&ted. Her chamber-maid, to compliment
her, and mitigate her grief, faid, Surely that
could not kill her, and fhe would adventure to
take the fame herfelf ; fhe did {fo, and died alfo.
This was about the year 1670, or 1671.  Iknew
the family, fays Mr. Aubrey, my author. =«

pir
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Sir 'Thomas White, alderman of LOnd'oh;’
was a very rich man, charitable and publick
fpirited. He dreamt that he had founded a
college ‘at a place where three elms grew out of
one root. He went to Oxford, and difcovering
fome fuch tree near Gloucefter Hall, he began
to repair it, with a defign to endow it. But
walking afterwards by the convent where the
Bernardines formerly lived, he plainly faw an
elm with three large bodies rifing out of the
fame root. He forthwith purchafed the ground,
and endowed his college there, as it is at this
day, except the additions which Archbithop
Laud made; near the outfide of which building,
in the garden belonging to the prefident, the
tree is ftill to be feen. He made the difcovery

about the year 1557.

William Penn, proprietor of Penfylvania told
me (fays Mr. Aubrey) that he went with his
mother in a vifit to Admiral Dean’s wife, who
lived then in Petty France; the admiral was
then at fea. She told them, that the night
before, fhe had a perfe& dream of her hufband,
whom fhe faw walking on the deck, and giving
dire&ions, and that a cannon bullet ftruck his
arm into his fide. This dream did much dif-
compofe her, and within forty-eight hours fhe
received news of the fight at fea, and that her
hufband was killed in the very manner aforefaid.

Mr.
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Mr. Aubrey, refleing on thefe and other
extraordinary occurrences of this nature, fays,
For my part I will not pretend to underftand
them, unlefs (according to the opinion of fome
philofophers) we may believe that the air being
full of intelligences and {pirits, who forefecing
future events, and commiferating the condition
of mankind, give them warning by thefe kind

of intimations, that they may the more timely pro-
vide and defend themfelves againft their cala-

~mities. But whatever is the caufe, experience

affures us, that after fuch denunciation, fome

extraordinary thing or other does conftantly
happen. :

OF
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IN Barbary are wizards, who {mear their hands
| with fome black ointment, then hold them
up to the fun, andin a fhort time you fhall fee
delineated in that black ftuff, the likenefs of
what you defire to have an anfwer to: it was
defired to know whether a fhip was in {afety?
there appeared i the woman’s hand the perfect .
lineaments of a fhip under fail. This a mer-
chant of London, who was a fattor there feveral
years; protefted he faw.

A like method to this is ufed in England by
women who are curious to know their fortune.
They put the white of a new-laid egg in a beer

glafs,
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glafs, and expofe it to the fun in hot We‘ather‘;;l
in Auguft, when the fun is in Leo, and they
will perceive their future hufband’s profeflion.

Mr. Aubrey (who was a very learned man, and
fellow of the royal fociety, and to whom I am
obliged for thefe extradts) tells us, that on the
day of St John’s Baptift, in the year 1694, as
he was walking in the fields behind Montague
Houfe, he {faw there about two or three and
twenty young women, moit of them well habited,

-on their knees very bufy, as if they had been a

weeding, On enquiry I was told, that they
were looking for a coal under the root of a plan-
tane, to put under their head that night, and
they would dream who fhould be their hufbands.
It was to be fought for at that time and hour,
which was about twelve o’clock.

The women have {everal magical {fecrets
handed down to them by tradition. For in-
ftance. On St. Agnes Night, January 21,
take a row of pins, pulithem out one by one, fay-
a pater nofter (or our father) fticking a pin in
your fleeve, and you will dream of him, . or her
you fhall marry. Ben Johnfon, in one of his
mafques, makes fome mention of this.

And on fweet Agnes Night

Pleafe you with the promis’d fighrt,
' g Some
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Some of hufbands, fome of lovers,
' Which an empty dream difcovers.

To know whom one fhall marry: You mult
lie in another county, knit the left garter about
the right-legged ftocking (let the other garter
and ftocking alone) andas you rehearfe thefe fol-

lowing verfes, at every comma Of ftop, knit a
knot.

This knot I knit,

To know the thing, Iknow not yet,
That I may fee,

The man that fhall my hufband be;
How he goes, and what he wears,

And what he does, all days, and years.

Accordingly in your dream you will fee him,
if 2 mufician, with a lute or other inftruments
if a {cholar, with a book or paper.

A gentlewoman whom I knew (fays Mr. Au-
brey) confefled in my hearing, that fhe ufed
this method, and dreamt of her hufband, whom
fhe had never feen. About two or three years
after, as fhe was one Sunday at church in Sarum,
up pops a young clergyman into the pulpit.
She cries out prefently to her fifter, this is the
very face of the manI faw in my dream. Sir
- William Scames’s lady did the like.

An-

Lig v g
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Another way 1s, to charm the moon, thus;
A: the firft appearance of the new moon after
New Year’s Day, go out in the evening, and
{tand over the fpars of a gate or ftile, looking
on the moon, and fay,

All hail to the moon, all hail to thee,
I prithee good moon reveal to me

This night who my hufband fhall be.

You mult prefently after go to bed. I knew
two gentlewomen that did this when they were
young maids, and they had dreams of thofe
that married them.

Cafaubon cites Tralianus, of curing difeafes
by fpells, charms, &c. Abracadabra is a myf; |
terious word, to which the fuperftitious in for-
mer times afcribed a magical power to expel .
difeafes (efpecially = the Terrian Ague) worn
about the neck, in the manner dire&ed by
Bafilides the inventor, in fome Latin verfesy
which being tranflated, run thus.

Abracadabra, ftrange myfterious word !
1n order writ, can wondrous cures afford.
This be the rule:— A ferip of parchment take,
Cut like a pyramid revers’d in make.
Abracadabra, firft at length you name,
I.ine under line, repeating flill the fame,

ron ~ Buig
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But at its end, each line, one letter lefs,
Muft then its predeceflor line exprefs:

Till lefs’ning by degrees the charm defcends
With conic formy, and in a letter ends.
Round the fick neck the finifh’d wonder tie,
And pale difeafe muft from the patient fly.

The form of it is as follows:

ABRACADABRA
ABRACADABR
ABRACADAB
ABRACADA
ABRACAD
ABRACA
ABRAC
ABRA
ABR
AB
f LR

With this fpell, a perfon at Wells, cured
above an hundred of the ague, fays my author.

' To cure the bite of a mad dog: Write thefe
words on paper — rebus, rubus, epitepfcum,
and give it to the party, or beaft bitten, to eat
in bread, or any thing elfe. A gentleman of
cood ‘quality, anda fober grave perfon, affirm’d,
that this receipt never fails.

Feo
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To cure the tooth-ach : From Mr. Afthmole’s
“manufcript writ with his own hand.

Mars, hur, aburfa, aburfe,
Jefu Chrift for Mary’s fake,
Take away this tooth-ach.

Write the words three timess and as you fay
the words, let the party burn cne paper, then
another, and then the laft. He fays he faw it
tried, and the party immediately cured.

Mr. Afhmole told me (fays Mr., Aubrey) that
a woman made ufe of a fpell to cure an ague,
by the advice of Dr. Nepier. A minifter came
to her, and feverely reprimanded her for making
ufe of a diabolical help, and told her fhe was
in danger of damnation for it, and commanded
her to burn it. She did {fo, and her diftemper
returned feverely; infomuch that fhe was im-
portunate with the doctor to ufe the fame again.
She ufed it, and had eafe. But the parfon hear-
ing of it, came to her again, and thunder’d hell
and damnation, and frighten’d her fo, that fhe
burnt it again. Whereupon fhe fell extremely
ill, and would have had it a third _-timc; but
the do&or refufed, faying, that ﬂ're had con-
temned and {lighted the power and goodnefs of

the bleffed fpirits (or angels)fand fo fhe died.

* SR
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. *The caufe of the Lady Honeywood’s defpc"atlon,
was, that fhe had ufed a fpell to cure her.

To cure a thruth: Take a living frog, and
hold it in a cloth, to prevent its going down the
throat, and put the head of it into the child’s
mouth till it be dead ; and then take another
frog and €o the fame. |

To cure the tooth-ach: Take a new nail,
and make the gum bleed with it, and then drive
it into an oak. This cured Sir William Neal’s

fon; a flout young gentleman, when he was
almoft mad with the pain.

T'o ftaunch blecding: Cut an ath of ane, twa,
or three years growth 3 if it is a fhoot, it muit
be cut from the ground : do this at the very hour .
and minute that the fun enters into Taurus : a chip
of this applied will ftop it. Mr. Mercator the
altronomer, told me {(fays Mr. Aubrey) that he
had tried it with effet; . the ftick mull be dipp’d
or wetted in the blood. When K. James was
at Salifbury, 1688, his nofe bled near two days,
and after many eflays in vain, was ftopp’d by
the fympathetic afh, which Mr, Nafh, a{urgeon
in Salifbury,  applied. g,

A houfe (or chamber) fome where in I.ondon,
was haunted; the curtains would be rathed at
night, and awake the gentleman that lay there,

One
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"One Henry Laws, his acquaintance, to be fatif-

fied lay with him; and the curtams were rafh’d

as before. The gentleman gréw lean and pale
with the frights,. A certazl ;‘_‘:_-&or cured the
houfe of thlS difturbance,. and Mr. Liaws faid,
that the principal ingredient was Hypericon put
under his pillow.

In Herefordthire and other places, they put
a cold iron bar upon their barrels, to prevent
their beer being fout’d by thunder. This is a
common practice in Kent,

To hinder the night-mare from troubling
horfes, they hang in a ftring, a flint with a na-
tural hole in it, by the manger; but the beft
way is to hang it about their necks; and a flint
will do it that has no hole in it. This prevehts
the nicht-mare, or hag, from riding their horfes,
who fometimes will {fweat all night.

g

It’s a common thing to nail horfefhoes at the

‘threfhelds of doors; which is to hinder the

power of witches that enter into the houfe.
Moft houfes at the weft end of the town have
a horfefhoe on the threthold. It fhould be a
horfefhoe that one finds. In the Bermudas they
ufe to put an iron into the fire when a witch
comes in. Mars is an enemy to Saturn.:

~
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At Paris, when it begins to thunder and
lighten they ring the great bell at St. Germains,
which-they believe makes it ceale. The like was
formerly done at Malmfbury in Wiltthire, where
they rung St. Adelm’s bell when jt thunder’d
and lighten’d. |

Of Corprs-CANDLES, in Wargs. In
a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Josery
Davis, to Mr. BaxTER; 1656,

53R,

¥ am to give you the beft fatisfaQion I can
K touching thofe fiery apparitions (corps-
candles) which do, as it were, mark out the
<« way for corpfes to their {fepulchres, fometimes
¢ before the parties themfelves fall fick. I could
¢« never hear in England of thefe; they are
¢¢ common in thefe three counties, - Cardigan,
«¢ Carmarthen, and Pembroke, and, as | hear,
¢ in {fome other parts of Wales.

&£¢c
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¢ Thefe phantoms, in our language, we call

¢¢ Canhwyllan Cyrph, 1. e. corps-candles; and
#¢ candles we call them, not that we fee an

¢¢ thing befides the light, but becaufe that light

| ¢¢ doth
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<¢ doth as much refemble a material candle-light

< a5 eggs do eggs, faving, that in their journey

thefe candles fometimes appear, and {ome-

times difappear, efpecially when one comes

near them; and to one who comes in the way
againft them, they vanith ; but prefently ap-

pear behind, and hold on their courfe. If it be

a little candle pale or bluith, then follows the

corpfe of an abortive or fome infant; if a big
one, then the corpfe of fome one come of
¢¢ age, If there be feen two, three, or more,
<« fome big, fome {mall, together, then fo
¢¢ many, and fuch corpfes together. If two
¢ candles come from divers places, and be feen
¢¢ to meet, the corpfes will do the like ; if any
¢¢ of thefe candles are feen to turn fometimes a
<1 ijttle out of the way, or path, that leadeth to
¢¢ the church, the following corpfe will be
¢« be forced to turn in that very place, for the
<¢ avoiding fome dirty lane, plafth, &c, Now
¢¢ let us fall to evidenrce. When I was about
¢« the age of fifteen, dwelling at Lanylar, late
< ap night, fome ncighbours faw one of thefe
¢ candles hovering up and down along the river
¢« bank, till they were weary in beholding of it,
¢ at laft they left it fo and went to bed. A few
«¢ weeks after came a proper damfiel from Mont-
<« gomery-thire to fee her friends, who dweit on
¢cc the other fide of that river Ifhwith, and
s« thought to ford the river at that very place
| ¢ where
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where the light was feen; being diffuaded by
fome lookers-on (fome it is moft likely of thofe
who faw the light) to adventure on the water,
which was high by reafon of a flood; fhe
walked up and down along the river bank,
even where, and as the aforefaid candle did,
waiting for the falling of the water; which at
laft fhe took, but too {foon for her, forfthe was
drowned therein.  Of late my fexton’s wife,
an aged underitanding woman, faw from her
bed a little bluith candle on her table’s end ;
within two or three days after came a fellow
enquiring for her hufband, and taking fome-
thing from under his cloak, clapp’d it down
upon the table’s end; it was a dead born child.

¢¢ Another time, the fame woman faw fuch
another candle upon the'end of the fame table ;
within a few days after, a weak child newly
chriften’d by me, was brought to the fexton’s
houfe, where prefently it died: and when the
fexton’s wife, who was then abroad, came

¢ home, fhe found the child at the end of the
¢¢ table, where fhe had feen the candle,

¢ Some thirty or forty years fince, my wife’s

¢ fifter, being nurfe to baronet Rudd’s three

€¢

eldeft children, and (the lady miftrefs be-

““ ing dead) the lady comptroller of the houfe,
ff going late into the chamber where the maid

¢¢ {fervants

L -_l-.‘,‘
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¢¢ fervants lay, faw no lefs than five of thefe
s¢ lichts together. It happen’d 2 while after,
¢t that -the chamber being new plaifter’d, and
<< 3 grate of coal fire therein kindled to haften
¢¢ the drying of the plaifter, that five of the
<¢ maid fervants went to bed as they were wont;
¢<¢ but in the morning they were 2ll dead, being
s¢ fuffocated in their fleep with the fteams of the
<« new temper’d lime and coal. This was at
¢<¢ T.angathen in Carmarthenthire.

<« To this account of Mr. Davis (fays Mr.
¢c Aubrey) I will fubjoin what my worthy friend
<¢ and neighbour Randal Caldicot, D. D. af-
¢ irmed to me many years fince, viz. When
¢ any chriftian is drowned in the river Dee,
<¢ there will appear over the water where the
¢ corpfe is, a light, by which means they find
¢¢ the body; and it is therefore called the holy
$¢-1)egy 7

Of
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OfSECOND-SIGHT in ScorLanp. To
r. Joun Ausrry, Fellow of the

Royal Society.

STR,
. 'OR your f{atisfaCion I drew up fome
queries about the fecond- fighted men ;

< and having fent them to the northern parts of
‘¢ this” kingdom fome while ago, I received
¢ anfwers to them from two different hands,
¢ whereof I am now to give you an account.

g
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¢ Query I. If fome few credibl'e, well attefted
*“ inftances of fuch a knowledge as is commonly
“¢ called the Second-Sight, can be given ?

¢ Anfwer. Many inftances of fuch knowledge
¢ can be oiven, by the confeflion of fuch as are

¢¢ {killed in that faculty : For inftances I refer
¢ you to the fourth query.

<« Query II. If it confifts in the difcovery of
¢¢ prefent or paft events only ? or if it extend to

€< fuch as are to come?

¢ Anfwer. The Second-Sight relates only to
¢¢ things fauture, which will thortly come to pafs. -

"< Paft events I learn nothing of it.
| ¢ Query
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¢ Query ITI. If the objects of this knowledge

¢ be fad, and difmal eventsonly ;3 fuch as deaths
““ and murders? or joyful and profperous alfo ?

¢ Anfwer. Sad and difmal events are the objeéts

¢ of this knowledge: as fudden deaths, difmal
‘¢ accidents. That they are profperous or joy-
¢ ful, I cannot learn. Only one inftancel have
“ from a perfon worthy of credit, and thereby
¢ you may judge of the joyfulnefs, or profperity
‘¢ of it, and that is this. Near forty years ago,
<« Macklend and his lady, fifter to my Lord Sea-
< forth, were walking about their own houfe,
s¢ and in their return both came into the nurfe’s
-¢ chamber where their young child was on the
¢ breaft. At their coming into the room, the
¢« nurfe falls a weeping; they afked her the
¢¢ caufe, dreading the child was fick, or that
¢ {he was fcarce of milk. The nurfe replied;
<¢ 'The child was well, and fhe had abundance of
<< milk; yet ftill fhe wept; and being preffed
<« to tell what ailed her; fhe at laft faid,
<« Macklend would die, and the lady would
¢¢ thortly be married to another man. Being
<¢ gfked how fhe knew that event, {he told
¢ them plainly, that as they came both
¢¢ into the room, fhe faw a man with a {car-
¢c let cloak, and a white hat betwixt them,
<< giving the lady a kifs over the fhoulder ; and
¢ this was the caufe of her weeping. All-which
s« came to pafs after Macklend’s death. The
¢ tutor



(44

.. 588 1

tutor of Lovat married the lady in the fame

¢ habit the woman faw him. Now by this in-

(44

ftance judge, if it be profperous to one, it is

¢¢ as difmal to another.

¢ Query IV. If thefe events which fecond-

¢ fighted men dilcover, or foretell, be vifibly
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reprefented to them, and aled, as it were,
before their eyes?

‘¢ Anfwer. Affirmatively, they fee thefe things
vifibly ; but none fee but themfelves; for
inftance, if a man’s fatal end be hanging ;
they’ll {ee a gibbet, or a rope about his neck :
if beheaded, they’ll fee 2 man without a head;

if drowned, they’ll {fee water up to his throat;
if unexpected death, they’ll fee a winding ﬂ]eet.
about his head :' all which are reprefented to
their view. One inftance I had from a gentle-
man here, of a highland gentleman, of the
M<Donalds, who having a brother that came
to vifit him, faw him coming in, wanting a
head; yet told not his brother he faw any fuch
thing; but within twenty-four hours there-
after, his brother was taken (being murderer)
and his head cut off, and fent to Edinburgh.
Many fuch inftances might be given,

o Query V. If the Sceond-Sight be a thmcr
that is troublefome and uneafy to thofe that
¢¢ have
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‘¢ that _havé it, and fuch as they would gladly

¢ be rid of ?

¢¢ Anfwer., It’s commonly talk’d by all 1 fpoke"
«¢ with, that it is troublefome; and that they
¢« would gladly be freed from ir, but cannot:
¢¢ only I heard lately of a man very much con-
¢¢ cerned in bis foul therewith, and by ferious
¢ begging of God deliverance from it, atlength
<¢ ]oit the faculty of the Second-Sight.

¢¢ Query VI. If any perfon or perfons, truly
<« oodly, who may juftly be prefumed to be
¢ {fuch, have been known to have had this gift
<¢ or faculty ?
@
¢¢ Anfwers” Negatively, not any godly, but:
<¢ {uch as are vicious.

¢ Query 7. If it defcends by {fucceflion from
¢¢ parents to children? or, if not, whether thofe
<¢ that have it can tell how they came by it?

¢¢ Anfwer. That it is by fucceflion, I cannot
learn; how they came by it, is hard to know,
¢ neither will they tell ; which if they did, they
¢ are {ure of their {trokes from an invifible hand.
¢¢ One 1nftance I heard of one Allen Miller, who,
¢¢ being in company with fome gentlemen, and
‘¢ got a little more than ordinary of that ftrong
¢¢ liquor they were drinking, began to tell ftories,

‘ . S%and
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¢ and ftrange paffages he had been at: but the
¢¢ {aid Allen was fuddenly removed to the farther
‘“ end of the houfe, and was there almoft ftrang-
¢ led; recovering himfelf a little, and coming
“ to the place where he was before, they afked
¢ him, what it was that troubled him fo? He
““ anfwer’d, he durft not tell 5. for he had told
““ too much already. |

““ Q. How came they by it ?

““ A. Some fay, by compa& with the devil s
“ fome fay, by converfe with thofe demons we
¢ call fairies. T have heard that thofe who have
*¢ this faculty of the Second-Sight, have offered
“¢ to teach it to fuch as were defirous to know it 3
“upon fuch and fuch conditions they would
¢ teach them; but their proffers were rejected ?

¢¢ This.is'all I could. learn by tradition of that
¢ faculty, from knowing and difcreet men. If
“¢ this fatisfy not thofe queries aforefaid, acquaint
¢ me, and what can be known of it fhall be
¢ tranfmitted.

““1 cannot pafs by an inftance I have from
““a very honeft man in the next parifh, who
“ told me it himfelf: that his wife being big
“ with child near her delivery, he buys half a
‘ dozen of boards to make her a bed againft the

¢ time

Bl



{4
cc
£¢
€<
(13
€<
{3
c¢
€<
cc

€c

€c

6¢

(54

€8

€c
&c
&6
6¢
£¢
[ 4
(4
€5
€c

£6

&€

| [ 289 1]

time fthe lay in. ‘The boards lymg at the doof
of his houfe, there came an old fither-woman;
yet alive, - and afked, whofe were thofe boards?
He .told. her they were his own. She afked
again, for what ufe he had them? He replied,
for a bed, fhe again faid, intend them for
what ‘ufe you pleafe, fhe faw a dead corpfa
lying on. them, and that they would be a
coffin. -~ Which ftruck the honeft man to the
heart, fearing the death of his ‘wife. But
when the old woman went off, he calls pre-
fently for a carpenter to make the bed, which
was accordingly done; but fhortly after the
honeft man had a child died, whofe cofna
was made of the ends ‘of thofe boards.

¢¢ Sir, ‘The original of- this that T have writ
is. a true copy, was fent by a minifter, living
within fome few miles of Invernels, toa friend
of mine whom I employ’d to get infoermation

for me,- as I infinuared: before. I have other

aniwers to thefe queries from another hand,
which I purpofed to “have communicated to .
you  at this tetmes butl find there will not
be room enpough in this fheet; however, in cafe
you think it fic; they {hall be fert you after-
wards.

¢¢ In the mean time, I fhall tell you what 1
have had from one of the mafters of our col-

Q ¢¢ lege
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“ Jege here (a north countryman both 'by birth
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and education, in his younger years) who
made a journey in the harveit time into the
fhire of Rofs, and, at my deflire, made fome
enquiry there concerning the Second-Sight. He
reports, that there they told him many in-
ftances of this knowledge, which he had for-
got, except two. The firft, one of his fifters,
a young gentlewoman ftaying with a friend
at fome thirty miles diftance from her fa-
ther’s houfe, and the ordinary place of
her refidence; = one,  who ‘had *the Second’
Sight in the family where the was; faw a
young man attending her as fhe 'wént up and
down the houfe, and this was abeut three
months beifore her marriage. The fecond is
of a woman in ‘that country, who is reputed
to. have the Second-Sight, and declared,
that eight days before the death of a gentle-
man there fhe faw a bier, or a coffn cover’d
with a ocloth which fhe knew, carried, as it
were, ‘to the place of burial, and attended
with a great company, one of which told her
it was the corpfe of fuch 2 perfon, naming
that gentleman who died eight days after,
By thele inftances it appears, that the obje&ts
of this knowledge 2re not fad and difimal
events only, but joyful and profperous ones
alfo. He declares farther, that he was in-
formed there, if I miftake not, by fome of

| ‘“ thole
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thofe who had the Second- -Sight, that if a¢
any time when they fee thofe firange fights,
““they fet their foot upon the foot of another
“ who hath rot the Second-Sight, that other
“ will for that time, fee what they are feeing s
as alfo, that they offered, if he pleafed, to
communicate the Second-Sight to him. I
have nothing mo:e to add at prefent, but that,

1 am, &ec.
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To Mr. Joun Avusrey, Fellow of

the Royal Society, at Greﬂlam—
College LoxDpoN.

HONOUR’D SIR, \ -
ks Ince my laft to you, I have had the favour
¥y S of two letters from you: To the firft,
‘¢ dated January », I had replied fooner, but that
<« I wanted leifure to tranfcribe fome further ac-
“ counts of a fecond fighted man fent me
¢ from the north whereof'(m obedience to your
¢¢ defire) 1 give you here the doubles

‘May 4, 1694.

Q.2 | A
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A Copy of an Anfwer to fome Queriks,
concerning  Second-fighted Men,

' from a Minifter near INVERNESS,
I. That there is fuch an art com-

’ monly called the Second-Sight, is certain
from thefe following inftances,

.- ¢ Firft, in a gentleman’s houfe, one night
< the. miftrefs confidering why fuch petfons
“'‘whom the expected -were fo late, and fo long
¢ a coming, the fupper being all the while de-
“ layed for them; a fervant man about the houfe
‘¢ (finding the miftrefs anxious) having the Se-
¢« cond-Sight, defires to cover the table, and
<¢ before all things were put on, thofe perfons
‘¢ whom fhe looked for, would ceme in, svhich
¢¢ happened accordingly. '

Lol

¢ The {fecond inftance 1s this: A  young

¢¢ lady of great birth, whom a rich knight fancied,
¢« 2nd came in fuit of, but by fhe could
“¢ by no means fancy, he bemcr a very difagree-
¢ able man: her friends, Izowever Importuning
¢ daily, fhe turned melancholy and lean, fafting
‘¢ and weeping continually. A common fe]].ow
“ aboug
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about the houfe, meeting her one day in the
fields, faid to her, Mrs. Kate, what is that
that troubles you, and makes you.look {o ill ? the
replied, that the caufe is known to many, for
my friends would have me marry fuch a man by
name, but I cannot fancy him. Nay, (fays the
fellow) give over thefe niceties, for he will be
your firft hufband, and will not live long, and
be fure he will leave you a rich dowry, which
will procure you a great match, for I fee a
lord upon each thoulder of you : all which came
to pafs in every circumftance, as eye and ear-
witnefies declare.

¢ A third inftance is of a traveller, who;
coming into a certain houfe, defired fome
meat : the miftrefs being fomewhat ferupulous
of giving him any; you need not churl me,
{ays he, in giving me a bit of meat; for before
an hour and a half be over, a young man of
fuch a ftature and garb, will come in with a
gr‘eat {falmon fith on his back, which I behold
yonder on the floor; and it came to pafs

within the f{aid time.

¢¢ A fourth inftance is, of a young woman
in a certain houfe about fupper-time, refufing
to take meat from the ftewaid. Being afked,
why fhe would not take it? She 1e,med the
faw him full of blood, and therefore was afraid

Q3 Foe
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to take any thing out of his hands, - The next

‘morning, the fteward offering to compofe

difference between two men at an ale-houfe
door, got a ftroke of a fword on the forehead,
and came home full of blood. This was told
me by an eye-witnefs.

€ Query II. Thofe that have this faculty of
the Second-Sight, fee only things to come,
which are tohappen thortly thereafter, and fome-
times foretel things that fhall fall out threé or
four years after. For inftance, one told his
mafter, that he faw an arrow in {uch a man
thro’ his bedy, and yet no blood came out.
His mafter told him it was impofiible that fuch
a thing could be; and therefore, if that came
not te pafs, he would be deemed an impoftor.
But about five or {ix years after the man died,
and being brought to his burial-place, a debate
arofe about his grave, and it came to fuch a
height, that they drew arms, and bended
their bows; and one of them letting off an
arrow, fhot thio’ the dead body vpon rhe b'iﬁ’l,
and fo no blood could’iffue from a dead man’s
wound. His fight, however, could not in-
form him whether the arrow thould be fhot
into the man alive or dead, peither could he
tell] whether it was rear at hand or afar off.

£ (lw;;, I11. They forefee myrders, drownings,
¢ weddings,
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¢ weddings, burials, combats, manflaughters,
<¢ of all which, many inflances might be given.
<« Lately (I believe in Auguft laft, 1695) one
<¢ told there fhould be drowhing in the river
¢¢ Bewly, which came to pafs: two young men
< croffing a ford were both drowned, which

<< fell out within a month.

<« Another inftance: A man that ferved the
< Bithop of Cathnefs, who had five daughters
<< in his houfe; one grudged, that the burden
¢¢ of the family lay on her wholly: the fellow
¢ told her that e’er long fhe fhould be exonered
< of that tafk, for he faw a tall gentleman in
¢ black, walking on the bifhop’s right hand,
¢« whom fhe fhould marry: and this fell out
e gcccordingly, within a quarter of a year after.

¢¢ He told alfo of a covered table, full of varieties

¢¢ of good cheer, and their drefs who fat about
¢¢ the table.

<« Query IV. They fee all this vilibly acted
<« ‘before ' their eyes; fometimes within, and
¢ {ometimes without-doors, as in a glafs.

¢ Query V. It is a thing very trouBlefome to
¢¢ them that have it, who would gladly be rid
¢« of it. For if the object be a thing that’s ter-
¢¢ rible, they are feen to {weat _and'tremb}_e, and
¢¢ {hriek at the apparition. At other times they

Q‘q. < lau ghz
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o laugh and tell the thing chearfully, _]uﬂ. ac-
¢ cording 4s it is pleafant or aﬁomﬂnna '

e Query VL Sure it is, that the perfons who
* have a fenfe of God and religion, and may be
| prcfumed to be godly, are known to have this
“ faculty. " This evidently appears, in that they
¢¢ are troubled for baving it, judging it a {in,
*¢ and that it came from rhe devil, and notfrom
¢ God; earncitly defiring and withing to be rid
¢ of ir, if poffible; and to that eﬂ’fc“t have made
‘¢ application to their minifter, to pray to God
¢ for them, that they might be eafed of that: -
‘‘ burden. ‘T'heyhave fupphcated the prefbytery,
‘“ who imunediately appointed public prayers to
* be made in feveral churches, and a fermon
¢¢ preached to that purpofe, in their own parith
¢¢ church, by their minifters, and they have com-
R peired before the pulpit, after {fermon, making
¢ confeflicn openly of that fin, with deep fenfe
¢ on their knees; ;renounced any fuch gift or
¢¢ faculty which they had to God’s dithenour,
¢¢ and earneftly defired the minifter to, pray for
¢« them; and this their recantation recorded 3
¢¢ and after this, they were never troubled with
¢s fuch a fight any more,

A
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A Copy of a Letter, written to MTF.
~Avusrey himfelf, by a Gentleman’s
'~ ‘Son in STRATH-SPEY in ScoTLAND,
a Student in Divinity, concerning
- the Second-Sight.

SLR
<« § am more willing than able to fatisfy your
"¢« B defire: As for inftances of fuch a know-
¢¢ ledge, I could furnith many. |

<« And firlt, Andrew Macpherfon of Clume,
¢¢ in Badenoch, being in fuit of the Laird of
<« Gareloch’s daughter, as he was upon a day
¢« ooing to Gareloch, the lady Gareloch, was
¢« going fomewhere from the houfe within Ken-
‘¢ ping to the road which Clunie was coming ;
«¢ the lady perceiving him, iaid to her attendants, -
. ¢ that yonder was Clunie, going to fee his
¢¢ miftrefs. One that had this Second-Sight in
¢¢ her company replied, if yon be he, unlefs he
. ¢ marry within fix months, he will never marry.
|
|
|

¢¢ 'The lady afked how he knew that? He faid,
¢« yery well; for 1 {ce him, faith he, allinclofed
g Fay
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¢ he had got {fo mi¥

¢ within two years hed

"§ o298

® in his winding fheet except his noftrils and
¢ his mouth, which will alle clofe. up within
¢¢ fix months; which happened even as he fore-
¢¢ told 3 within the fajd fpace he died, and his
#¢ hrother Duncan Mac:pherion, the prefent Clunie,
¢ fucceededs . This and the'like may fatisfy your
¢t fourth query, he {eeing this man even then
<¢ covered all over with dead linéns. The event
was vifibly reprefented, and, as it were, acred
¢¢ before his cyes; and alfo, the laft part of
% your fecond query, viz. that it was as yet to
¢ come. As for the reft of the queftions, viz.
¢« That they difcover prefent and paft events, is
¢¢ a]{fo manifeft, thus: I have heard of a gentle-
<¢ man, whofe fon had gone abroad, and being
€< anxicus to know how he was, he went'to con-
¢¢ {i3lt one who had this Fﬂ"-vlry; who told him,
<< that fame day five o’cicck in the afternoon he
¢¢ had married a woman in France, with whom
thoufand crowns, and
ould come home te iee his
¢¢ father and friends, leaving his wife with child
<« of a caughter, ,and a fon of fix months of age
¢¢ behind hims; which accordingly was true.
<« About the fame time two years, he came home,
«¢ and verified all that was foretold, |

i

n

<< Tt is likewife ordinary with perfons that lofe
¢ any thing, to go to fome of thefe men, by

«« whom they are direted, how, what perfons,
¢ and
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and i what place they fhall find it. But all
fuch as pofiefs that ikill, are not equally dex-
terous in it. For inftance; two of them
were at Mr. Mackenzy’s houfe, minifter of
Invernefs; the one a gentleman, the other a
common fellow ; and difcourfing by the fire-
fide, the fellow fuddenly began to weep
and cry out, alas! alas! fuch a woman is
either dead, . or prefently expiring. The.
gentlewoman lived five or fix miles from the
houfe, and had been fome days before.in a
fever. The gentleman being fomewhat better
expert in that faculty, faid, no, fhe is not
dead ; nor will die of this difeafe. O, faith
the fellow, do not you fee her all cover’d with
a winding theet? Ay, replied the gentleman,
I fee her as well as you; but do you not fee
her linen all wet, which is her f{weat? fhe
being prefently cooling of the fever. This

ftory Mr. Mackenzy himfelf will teftify.

‘“ The moit remarkable of this fort that I hear
of now, is one Archibald Mackeanyers, or:
Mackdonald, living in Ardinmarch of Glen-
coe, and I was prefent myfelf, where he
foretold fomething, which accordingly fell out
in 1683. This man being in Strathfpey, told
before the laird of Grant, his lady, and
feveral others, and alfo in my father’s houfe;

¢¢ that Argyle, of whom few or none knew then

where
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¢¢ where he was, at leaft there was no word of
<< him then here, thould within twelve months
¢¢ thereafter, come to the Weft Hylands, and raife
¢cc 5 rebellious fa&ion, which would be divided
¢ among therafelves, and difperfe, and he un-
¢ fortunacely be taken and beheaded at Edin-
¢ burgh, and his head fet upon the Talbooth,
¢¢ where his father’s head was before him; which
¢¢ proved true in 1685 thereafter.

¢« Touching your third query; the objedts of
¢¢ this knowledge are not only fad and difmal,
<¢ but alfojoyfuland profperous. Thus they foretell
¢¢ of happy marriages, good children, what kind -
e of life ment thall live, and in what condition
¢¢ they fhall die s and riches, honour, preferment,
¢ peace, plenty, and good weather.

¢« Query VI. What way they pretend to have

¢¢ it ? Iam informed, thatin thelfle of Sky, and
<¢ efpecially before the gofpel came there, feveral
¢c families had it by fucceflion, defc'ending from
¢ parents to children, and as yet there be many
«¢ there that have it this way; and the only way
¢ to be freed from it is, when a woman hath it
«¢ herfelf, and is married to a man that hach it
<¢ alfo; if, in the very act of delivery, upon firft
¢ fight of the child’s head, it be baptized, the
<t fame is free from it; if not, it hath it all his
<¢ life ; by which it feems it is a thing troublefome
¢ arfd
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and uneafy to them that have 11:, and fuch as they
would fain be rid of. And may fatisfy your

ninth query : and for your farther contentment

in this query, I heard my father fay, thatthers

‘was one John Mac Grigor very expert in this

knowledge. My father coming with others

‘one day from Invernefs, faid by the way, he

<c

would go into an alehoufe on the road, them
about five miles off. This Mac Grigor being:
in his company, and taking up a flate ftone at
his foot, and looking at it, replied; Nay, you
will not goiin there, for there is but a matter
of a gallon of ale in it even now, and: e’er we
come to it, it will be all near drank,. and

thofe who are drinking there, are flrangers to
Us, and e’er we be well paft the houfe, they’li:

difcord among themfelves;; which accordingly
happen’d. By this and other things of the fame:

nature, my father’s curiofity was fo excited;-
¥3 > Y Y b}

that he wanted to be mafter ofthis faculcy, and:
told: Mac Grigor he would fain learn it: who

¢ anfwer’d, that indeed. in three days time he-

could teach him if he pleafad; but yet he
would not advife him nor any man to learn ics-
for had he once leatned, he would never be a
minute of his life but he would fee innumerable
men and women night and' day round about -
him; which perhaps he would think wearilome.
and unpleafant; for which reafon my father
would not have it, But as fkilful as this man

; “¢ was,
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& (was, yet he knew not what fhould be his own
¢¢ end, which was hanging: andIam informed
¢ that moft, if not all of them, tho’ they can
¢ forefeé what fhall happen to others, yet they
«c cannot foretell, much lefs prevent what fhall
<« befall themfelves. I am alfo informed by one
¢« who came laft fummer from the Iile of Sky,
-¢¢ that any perfon that pleafes may get it taughe
¢« him for 2 pound or two. of tobacco.
| A
-« As for your laft query : For my own part, I
¢ hardly believe they can be juftly prefumed,
¢« much lefs truly godly. There was, however,
¢« ope James Grant, in Glenbeum near Kirk-
¢« Michael in Strathawin, who had this fight,
¢« who, as I hear of feveral that were well ac-
¢¢ quainted with him, ‘was a very honeft
¢ man, and of right blameléfs- converfation.
¢ He ufed ordinarily by looking at the fire, to
<¢ foretell what ftrangers would come to his houfe
¢ the next day, or fhortly after, by their habits
<< and arms, and fometimes alfo by their names;
¢« and if any of his goods or cattle were mif-
< fing, he would direct his fervants to the very
<« place where to find them, whether in the mire
<« or upon dry ground ; he would alfo tell if the
¢¢ beaft were already dead, or if it would die €’er
¢ they could come to it; and in winter, if they
¢« were thick about the fire fide, he would defire
s« them to make room for fome cthers that ftood
¢ by, o0
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by, tho’ they did not fee them, elfe fome of

them would be quickly thrown into the midft
of it.

*“ They generally term this Second-Sight inIrifh,
Taifhitaranghk, and fuch as have it Taifhaj-
trin, from Taifth, which properly is a fhadowy
fubftance, or fuch naughty and imperceptible
thing, as can only, or rather fcarcely be dif-
cerned by the eye, but not caught by the
hands; for which reafon they afligned it to

buglis or ghofts; fo that Taithtar, isas much

as one that converfes with ghofts or fpirits, er
as they commonly call them, the fairies or
fairy folks. Orthers call thefe men Phiﬁcbin,
from Phis, which is properly Fore-fight, or
Fore-knowledge. This is the fureft and clear-

eft account of fecond-fighted men, that I can

now find, in which I have been curious in
nothing but the verity, fo far as I could.
Yours, &c,

I thall conclude thefe extraéts from Mr. Au-

brey, with a rclation he has taken from the A-
thenian Mercury ; which is as follows. — Two
perfons, ladies of quality (both not long fince
deceafed) were intimate acquaintance, and lov’d

each other entirely. It fo fell our, that one of
them fell fick of the imall-pox, and defired

mightily to fee the other, who would nog come,

fear-
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fearmw the catt,hmg of them. Theaﬁ} -

fong, but appears at the Other § houfe, m"*t,;;_,.
drefs of a widow ; and afks for her friend, who =
was then at cqrds, but fends down her woman °
to know her bufinefs, who, in fhort, ‘told her,
fhe muft impart it to none but her lady, who,
after ﬁ‘le had receiv’d thls an{wer, bid her woman
. Have her into a ‘room, and defired her to. flay
while the game was done, and fthe would wait on
HEI‘; The game bemo- done, down fitairs fhe
¢omes to the apna; ition, to know, her bufinefs.
Madam, (fays the ghoft,  turning up her wveil, ,.
and her face appearing full of the fmall -pOX ) you
kﬁ@,é&' very well, thaft you and I lov’d entirelysy
and yﬁug not commg o fee me, I took it fo i1 e
at your hands, ‘that 1 could not feft till T had
‘fecn you, _g’nd now 1 am come to \nel] you, that
q have'___f:_f:}hc‘f to live, therefore prepare to
"ﬁ.ie s and when you are at a feaft, and make the
' 'thrtﬂenth perfon in' number, then remembPr my
werds 3 and fo the apparition vanifh’d. To con=
clude, fhe:was at a*feaft, where fhe made the
thirteenth perfon in number, and 'was afterwards
afked by the deceafed’ s brother, whether his {ifter
did appeat'to her as’ was reported: She made
“him! do anfwer, but fell a weeping, and died in
ad h!‘.nie gime after.  The gentleman thar told this
'ﬁn 2ot Tays, That there is hardly any pctlon of
“guality buek ﬂw*s it to be true.
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